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Establishment and members
The Organization of African Unity was established in 1963 in Addis Abeba. From 32 independent 
Member States in 1963, the independent Member States of Africa are now 53. The OAU is entering 
from political liberalization to phase two by focusing on the economic integration. It has therefore a 
new mandate and new responsibilities which will by no means make it abandon its political 
character and its resolve to sustain peace and security in the continent which are crucial for the 
socio-economic development process. 

Purposes and principles
The following purposes and principles are stated in OAU charter adopted in 1963 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

The OAU objectives are stated in Article II of the CHARTER as follows 
1. to promote the unity and solidarity of the African States; 
2. to co-ordinate and intensify their cooperation and efforts to achieve a better life for the peoples of 
Africa; 
3. to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity and independence; 
4. to eradicate all forms of colonialism from Africa; and 
5. to promote international cooperation, having due regard to the Charter of the United Nations and 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

To achieve these goals Member States pledged themselves to harmonize their policies in the 
foolowing fields. 
1. Political and diplomatic cooperation; 
2. economic cooperation, including transport and communication; 
3. educational and cultural cooperation; 
4. health, sanitation, and nutritional cooperation; 
5. scientific and technical cooperation; and 
6. cooperation for defence and security. 

The OAU principles are stated in Article II of the CHARTER as follows 
1 .the sovereign equality of all Mernber States; 
2. non- interference in the internal affairs of States; 
3. respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of each State and for its inalienable right to 
independent existence; 
4. peaceful settlement of disputes by negotiation, mediation, conciliation or arbitration; 
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5. unreserved condemnation in all its forms, of political assassination as well as of subversive 
activities on the part of neighbouring States or any other States; 
6. absolute dedication to the total emancipation of the African territories which are still dependent; 
7. affirmation of a policy of non-alignment with regard to ail blocs. 
In proclaiming OAU principles and objectives, the Founding Fathers of the Organization envisaged 
clearly a unity "that transcends ethnics and national diff�rences." 

Activities
OAU action has been particularly significant in the following fields: 

1. Decolonization: 
In this field, the OAU Co-ordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa, has organized 
diplomatic support and channelled financial, military and logistical aid to liberation movements. 
Though much remains to be done before final victory is obtained, the struggle for liberation has 
gained considerable momentum. It is commanding every day increasing support from world 
opinion. At the United Nations, the liberation struggle is recognized as legitimate. Liberation 
movements representatives will soon be seated as observers at UN meetings. Through an OAU 
fund, international support is being channelled to liberated areas in Guinea Bissau, in Angola and 
Mozambique. OAU has initiated action with the International Court of Justice which has just 
declared that South Africa had no right to stay in Namibia. Consequently, UN action is being 
considered for the International territory of Namibia (former South West Africa) to accede to 
Independence. Likewise, a UN boycott is enacted against Rhodesia's racist minority regime until 
majority rule is obtained. Every pressure is brought to bear on Great Britain, which, as a colonial 
power at the time of Smith's Unilateral Declaration of Independence (1965), has to live by its 
constitutional and moral responsibility towards African majority in Rhodesia. Thus, Portugal, South 
Africa, Rhodesia and their NATO allies are periodically harassed and condemned for their 
colonialist and racist policy in Africa, particularly at the United Nations where' the African group 
commands a near "blocking third" vote. 
2. Boundary conflicts 
In the ten years of its existence, OAU has been confronted with a number of boundary conflicts in 
North, East and Central Africa. Thanks to OAU machinery and efforts, these conflicts were settled 
in a true spirit of African Solidarity without outside intervention or interference. On such occasions, 
OAU made a name for itself as peacekeeper no. 1 in the continent. The UN General Assembly has 
paid tribute to OAU for the role played in the maintenance of international peace and security. 
3. Defence of Member States' sovereignty and territorial integrity 
Action undertaken by OAU in this concern will remain one of its greatest achievements ever: 
a)- In the Congo: where imperialism threatened in its supply lines of strategic raw materials 
(uranium, and copper) vied for disintegration to set up a puppet state. 
b)- In Nigeria: where a civil war flared up and threatened the Federal Republic of Nigeria to its very 
foundation. By throwing its weight on the side of unity, and providing for appropriate machinery 
(an ad hoc Consultative Committee) OAU helped to prevent secession while maintaining the 
cohesion of its membership. 
c)- In Republic of Egypt: which was aggressed and occupied in parts by Israeli forces in 1967. 
OAU has strongly condemned this Israeli aggression and demanded the withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from all occupied Arab territories. Egypt is one of the founding Member States of the Organization 
of African Unity. 
d)- In Guinea: where Portugal's last ditch attempt at colonial reconquest failed. In the wake of this 
aggression OAU‘s offer of financial and military aid to Guinea, along with its declared war on 
mercenaries in Africa and the successful information campaign it waged to alert international 
opinion were all evidence of the usefulness OAU has in facing outside aggression and the outside 
world. 
e) -In Equatorial Guinea: where OAU support enabled the Young Republic to reinforce its newly 
won independence. 



4. The struggle against Apartheid: 
Through action of the African group at the United Nations and appropriate information campaigns 
Apartheid, the abhorred system of stateimposed racial discrimination in South Africa, Rhodesia and 
the International territory of Namibia (South West Africa), has been universally condemned as ''a 
crime against humanity". (Teheran Conference in 1 968). 
As a result of increasing pressure from all quarters, Apartheid South Africa has been forced out of 
the Commonwealth and a number of specialized institutions of the United Nations family. 
In world sports, Apartheid South Africa has been barred from the Olympic Games and from 
International Tennis Tournaments. 
5. Promotion of African Culture: 
OAU staged both the 1st All African Cultural Festival (Algiers August 1969) and the First 
Workshop on African Folklore, Dance and Music (Mogadiscio Somalia) October 1 970. 
The first momentous panafrican Festival took place in Algiers, Algeria in August 1969. Never 
before, had African culture and arts given such a brilliant display of their richness, variety and 
genius. Above cultural and artistic achievements, this First Festival was the triumph of African 
solidarity and sense of purpose, the triumph of AFRICANITY. 
In Mogadiscio, the workshop on African folklore, dance and music was attended by many scholars 
and artists of international repute from OAU Member States. The quality of the various 
contributions is likely to influence any future development of African culture. 
6. Fields of economic and social development, transport and telecommunication: 
Thanks to OAU efforts, African countries have harmonized their policies with regard to UNCTAD, 
IBRD, IMF, UNIDO, ILO. Consequently, their claims for better terms of trade, full participation in 
a new international monetary system and more multilateral aid carry more weight. 
Through OAU, African countries have proclaimed their permanent sovereignty over their natural 
resources, just as they are pressing for a modification of International Law with regard to the 
continental shelf and territorial waters. 
In the social field, progress has been achieved towards the Unification of African Trade Unions and 
Youth Organizations, 
In cooperation with ECA, blueprints for a rational continental telecommunications network and 
efficient air and road transport have been laid. To fly across Africa from east to west or to make a 
phone call one need no longer go through Paris or London. 
A trans-saharan highway from Algiers (Algeria) to Mali and Niger is being built. Another one from 
Mombasa, Kenya to Lagos, Nigeria, is under active consideration. 
An all african Trade fair, took place in Nairobi, Kenya, ( February 1972). 
7. Fields of Education, Science, Health: 
In these fields, OAU action may be credited with: 
pre-investment studies: fishery projects; an anti-rinder pest campaign that has vaccinated so far a 
billion dollars worth of cattle, a number of scientific investigations on plant protection, soils, animal 
health, all of which may be obtained from the OAU/STRC office in Lagos, Nigeria. 
pilot projects in the field of earth science: geology, geophysics, the idea being to supply Africa with 
the most up-to-date know-how and limit the "brain-drain". 
In the field of Education, African college graduate should soon be able to move from one African 
University to another, a scheme of degree equivalence being now devised. 
In the field of health, preventive medicine and public health measures are being applied all over 
Africa. 
8. Action in favour of African Refugees: 
A bureau for placement and education of African refugees has been in operation at OAU 
headquarters since 1968. Great many African refugees ever since have been provided with 
educational and job opportunities. A convention governing aspects of refugee problems in Africa 
has been adopted by OAU Heads of State in September 1969. To the terms of this convention, a 
refugee status and right of asylum are recognized to refugees by all independent African countries. 
"No longer are refugees subjected to rejection at the frontier, return or expulsion, which would 



compel them to return to or remain in a territory where their life or freedom would be threatened'. 
(Article 11 of OAU convention on refugees). 

Institutions  
To achieve its aims with much efficiency, OAU is composed of following institutions: 
         
The Assernbly of Heads of State and Government (it meets in Ordinary Session first Monday of 
June every year)

The Council of Ministers i.e. Foreign Affairs Ministers (it meets twice a year, in February mainly 
on budgetary matters and in May/June prior to Summit.) Other Ministerial Sectoral Meetings are 
held every two years in different domains such as Labour, Information, Trade, Health, Culture, etc. 

The General Secretariat (based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia) The General Secretariat is headed by a 
Secretary General, who is elected by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government for a term of 
four years. He has five Assistant Secretary Generals, each elected from a geographical region by the 
Assembly for a term of four years. The six may be re-elected. 
The General Secretariat is constituted of: 
  -Office of the Secretary General under which operates his Cabinet, Protocol, Information, Security, 
Legal Affairs, Inspectorate, Budget Control and Afro-Arab Co-operation. 
- Political Department 
- Economic Co-operation and Development Department (EDECO) 
- Education, Science, Culture and Social Affairs Department (ESCAS) 
- Finance Department 
- Administration and Conferences Department. 
- Regional and sub-regional Offices exist in New York, Geneva, Cairo, Brussels, Lagos, Niamey. 
Dar es Salam (hosts to the OAU liberation Committee).

Specialized Commissions established are:- 
- Economic and Social Commission 
- Educational, Scientific, Cultural and Health Commission 
- Commission of Fifteen on Refugees 
- Defence Commission 
- Mediation, Conciliation and Arbitration Commission 

Autonomous Specialized Agencies working under the auspices of the OAU are: 
-Pan-African Telecommunications Union (PATU) 
-Pan-African Postal Union (PAPU) 
-Pan-African News Agency (PANA) 
-Union of African Natioral Television and Radio Organizations (URTNA) 
-Union of African Railways (UAR) 
-Organization of African Trade Union Unity (OATUU) 
-Supreme Council for Sports in Africa 

Following the introduction of the Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community, the 
General Secretariat is to serve as the Secretariat for the African Economic Community (AEC). Over 
600 staff members of whom 1 52 of the professional category, recruited from over 40 Member 
States are in the service of the Organization at the Headquarters and Regional and sub-Regional 
Offices.

The General Secretariat is the Permanent organ whose task is to service various OAU Meetings, 
implement decisions and resolutions adopted by the Summit and Council. It keeps documents and 
archives and generally speaking conduct the daily work of coordination among Member States in all 
fields stated in the Charter. 



The Budget: 
The annual budget of the Organization (1 st June to 31 st May) is provided by contributions from 
Member States in accordance with the scale of assessment which is calculated on the basis of area, 
population and per capita income. However, no Member States shall be assessed on an amount 
exceeding 20% of the yearly regular budget of the Organization. The budget is in the range of 
US$27 - 30 million. 

Languages: 
The official languages are: Arabic, English, French, Portuguese. 
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Preamble
The African States members of the Organization of African Unity, parties to the present convention 
entitled "African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights", 

Recalling Decision 115 (XVI) of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government at its Sixteenth 
Ordinary Session held in Monrovia, Liberia, from 17 to 20 July 1979 on the preparation of a 
"preliminary draft on an African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights providing inter alia for the 
establishment of bodies to promote and protect human and peoples' rights"; 

Considering the Charter of the Organization of African Unity, which stipulates that "freedom, 
equality, justice and dignity are essential objectives for the achievement of the legitimate aspirations 
of the African peoples"; 

Reaffirming the pledge they solemnly made in Article 2 of the said Charter to eradicate all forms of 
colonialism from Africa, to coordinate and intensify their cooperation and efforts to achieve a better 
life for the peoples of Africa and to promote international cooperation having due regard to the 
Charter of the United Nations. and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

Taking into consideration the virtues of their historical tradition and the values of African 
civilization which should inspire and characterize their reflection on the concept of human and 
peoples' rights; 

Recognizing on the one hand, that fundamental human rights stem from the attributes of human 
beings which justifies their national and international protection and on the other hand that the 
reality and respect of peoples rights should necessarily guarantee human rights; 

Considering that the enjoyment of rights and freedoms also implies the performance of duties on the 
part of everyone; 

Convinced that it is henceforth essential to pay a particular attention to the right to development and 
that civil and political rights cannot be dissociated from economic, social and cultural rights in their 
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conception as well as universality and that the satisfaction of economic, social and cultural rights ia 
a guarantee for the enjoyment of civil and political rights; 

Conscious of their duty to achieve the total liberation of Africa, the peoples of which are still 
struggling for their dignity and genuine independence, and undertaking to eliminate colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, apartheid, zionism and to dismantle aggressive foreign military bases and all forms 
of discrimination, particularly those based on race, ethnic group, color, sex. language, religion or 
political opinions; 

Reaffirming their adherence to the principles of human and peoples' rights and freedoms contained 
in the declarations, conventions and other instrument adopted by the Organization of African Unity, 
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the United Nations; Firmly convinced of their duty to 
promote and protect human and people' rights and freedoms taking into account the importance 
traditionally attached to these rights and freedoms in Africa; 

Have agreed as follows: 

Part I: Rights and Duties

Chapter I -- Human and Peoples' Rights

Article 1
The Member States of the Organization of African Unity parties to the present Charter shall 
recognize the rights, duties and freedoms enshrined in this Chapter and shall undertake to adopt 
legislative or other measures to give effect to them. 

Article 2
Every individual shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized and 
guaranteed in the present Charter without distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, color, 
sex, language, religion, political or any other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or 
other status. 

Article 3 
1. Every individual shall be equal before the law. 2. Every individual shall be entitled to equal 
protection of the law. 

Article 4 
Human beings are inviolable. Every human being shall be entitled to respect for his life and the 
integrity of his person. No one may be arbitrarily deprived of this right. 

Article 5 
Every individual shall have the right to the respect of the dignity inherent in a human being and to 
the recognition of his legal status. All forms of exploitation and degradation of man particularly 
slavery, slave trade, torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment shall be 
prohibited. 

Article 6 
Every individual shall have the right to liberty and to the security of his person. No one may be 
deprived of his freedom except for reasons and conditions previously laid down by law. In 



particular, no one may be arbitrarily arrested or detained. 

Article 7 
1. Every individual shall have the right to have his cause heard. This comprises: (a) the right to an 
appeal to competent national organs against acts of violating his fundamental rights as recognized 
and guaranteed by conventions, laws, regulations and customs in force; (b) the right to be presumed 
innocent until proved guilty by a competent court or tribunal; (c) the right to defence, including the 
right to be defended by counsel of his choice; (d) the right to be tried within a reasonable time by an 
impartial court or tribunal. 2. No one may be condemned for an act or omission which did not 
constitute a legally punishable offence at the time it was committed. No penalty may be inflicted for 
an offence for which no provision was made at the time it was committed. Punishment is personal 
and can be imposed only on the offender. 

Article 8
Freedom of conscience, the profession and free practice of religion shall be guaranteed. No one 
may, subject to law and order, be submitted to measures restricting the exercise of these freedoms. 

Article 9
1. Every individual shall have the right to receive information. 

2. Every individual shall have the right to express and disseminate his opinions within the law. 

Article 10
1. Every individual shall have the right to free association provided that he abides by the law. 2. 
Subject to the obligation of solidarity provided for in 29 no one may be compelled to join an 
association. 

Article 11 
Every individual shall have the right to assemble freely with others. The exercise of this right shall 
be subject only to necessary restrictions provided for by law in particular those enacted in the 
interest of national security, the safety, health, ethics and rights and freedoms of others. 

Article 12 
1. Every individual shall have the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of 
a State provided he abides by the law. 2. Every individual shall have the right to leave any country 
including his own, and to return to his country. This right may only be subject to restrictions, 
provided for by law for the protection of national security, law and order, public health or morality. 
3. Every individual shall have the right, when persecuted, to seek and obtain asylum in other 
countries in accordance with laws of those countries and international conventions. 4. A non-
national legally admitted in a territory of a State Party to the present Charter, may only be expelled 
from it by virtue of a decision taken in accordance with the law. 5. The mass expulsion of non-
nationals shall be prohibited. Mass expulsion shall be that which is aimed at national, racial, ethnic 
or religious groups. 

Article 13
1. Every citizen shall have the right to participate freely in the government of his country, either 
directly or through freely chosen representatives in accordance with the provisions of the law. 2. 
Every citizen shall have the right of equal access to the public service of his country. 3. Every 



individual shall have the right of access to public property and services in strict equality of all 
persons before the law. 

Article 14
The right to property shall be guaranteed. It may only be encroached upon in the interest of public 
need or in the general interest of the community and in accordance with the provisions of 
appropriate laws. 

Article 15
Every individual shall have the right to work under equitable and satisfactory conditions, and shall 
receive equal pay for equal work. 

Article 16
1. Every individual shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical and mental 
health. 2. States parties to the present Charter shall take the necessary measures to protect the health 
of their people and to ensure that they receive medical attention when they are sick. 

Article 17
1. Every individual shall have the right to education. 2. Every individual may freely, take part in the 
cultural life of his community. 3. The promotion and protection of morals and traditional values 
recognized by the community shall be the duty of the State. 

Article 18
1. The family shall be the natural unit and basis of society. It shall be protected by the State which 
shall take care of its physical health and moral. 2. The State shall have the duty to assist the family 
which is the custodian or morals and traditional values recognized by the community. 3. The State 
shall ensure the elimination of every discrimination against women and also ensure the protection of 
the rights of the woman and the child as stipulated in international declarations and conventions. 4. 
The aged and the disabled shall also have the right to special measures of protection in keeping with 
their physical or moral needs. 

Article 19
All peoples shall be equal; they shall enjoy the same respect and shall have the same rights. Nothing 
shall justify the domination of a people by another. 

Article 20
1. All peoples shall have the right to existence. They shall have the unquestionable and inalienable 
right to self- determination. They shall freely determine their political status and shall pursue their 
economic and social development according to the policy they have freely chosen. 

2. Colonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right to free themselves from the bonds of 
domination by resorting to any means recognized by the international community. 

3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance of the States parties to the present Charter in 
their liberation struggle against foreign domination, be it political, economic or cultural. 

Article 21
1. All peoples shall freely dispose of their wealth and natural resources. This right shall be exercised 



in the exclusive interest of the people. In no case shall a people be deprived of it. 

2. In case of spoliation the dispossessed people shall have the right to the lawful recovery of its 
property as well as to an adequate compensation. 

3. The free disposal of wealth and natural resources shall be exercised without prejudice to the 
obligation of promoting international economic cooperation based on mutual respect, equitable 
exchange and the principles of international law. 

4. States parties to the present Charter shall individually and collectively exercise the right to free 
disposal of their wealth and natural resources with a view to strengthening African unity and 
solidarity. 

5. States parties to the present Charter shall undertake to eliminate all forms of foreign economic 
exploitation particularly that practiced by international monopolies so as to enable their peoples to 
fully benefit from the advantages derived from their national resources. 

Article 22
1. All peoples shall have the right to their economic, social and cultural development with due 
regard to their freedom and identity and in the equal enjoyment of the common heritage of 
mankind. 2. States shall have the duty, individually or collectively, to ensure the exercise of the 
right to development. 

Article 23
1. All peoples shall have the right to national and international peace and security. The principles of 
solidarity and friendly relations implicitly affirmed by the Charter of the United Nations and 
reaffirmed by that of the Organization of African Unity shall govern relations between States. 2. For 
the purpose of strengthening peace, solidarity and friendly relations, States parties to the present 
Charter shall ensure that: (a) any individual enjoying the right of asylum under 12 of the present 
Charter shall not engage in subversive activities against his country of origin or any other State 
party to the present Charter; (b) their territories shall not be used as bases for subversive or terrorist 
activities against the people of any other State party to the present Charter. 

Article 24
All peoples shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment favorable to their 
development. 

Article 25
States parties to the present Charter shall have the duty to promote and ensure through teaching, 
education and publication, the respect of the rights and freedoms contained in the present Charter 
and to see to it that these freedoms and rights as well as corresponding obligations and duties are 
understood. 

Article 26
States parties to the present Charter shall have the duty to guarantee the independence of the Courts 
and shall allow the establishment and improvement of appropriate national institutions entrusted 
with the promotion and protection of the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the present Charter. 



Chapter II -- Duties

Article 27
1. Every individual shall have duties towards his family and society, the State and other legally 
recognized communities and the international community. 2. The rights and freedoms of each 
individual shall be exercised with due regard to the rights of others, collective security, morality and 
common interest. 

Article 28
Every individual shall have the duty to respect and consider his fellow beings without 
discrimination, and to maintain relations aimed at promoting, safeguarding and reinforcing mutual 
respect and tolerance. 

Article 29 
The individual shall also have the duty: 

1. to preserve the harmonious development of the family and to work for the cohesion and respect 
of the family; to respect his parents at all times, to maintain them in case of need; 

2. To serve his national community by placing his physical and intellectual abilities at its service; 

3. Not to compromise the security of the State whose national or resident he is; 

4. To preserve and strengthen social and national solidarity, particularly when the latter is 
threatened; 

5. To preserve and strengthen the national independence and the territorial integrity of his country 
and to contribute to its defence in accordance with the law; 

6. To work to the best of his abilities and competence, and to pay taxes imposed by law in the 
interest of the society; 

7. to preserve and strengthen positive African cultural values in his relations with other members of 
the society, in the spirit of tolerance, dialogue and consultation and, in general, to contribute to the 
promotion of the moral well being of society;

8. To contribute to the best of his abilities, at all times and at all levels, to the promotion and 
achievement of African unity. 

Part II: Measures of Safeguard

Chapter I -- Establishment and Organization of the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples' Rights

Article 30
An African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, hereinafter called "the Commission", shall 
be established within the Organization of African Unity to promote human and peoples' rights and 
ensure their protection in Africa. 

Article 31
1. The Commission shall consist of eleven members chosen from amongst African personalities of 
the highest reputation, known for their high morality, integrity, impartiality and competence in 



matters of human and peoples' rights; particular consideration being given to persons having legal 
experience. 2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity. . . . 

Article 41
The Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity shall appoint the Secretary of the 
Commission. He shall also provide the staff and services necessary for the effective discharge of the 
duties of the Commission. The Organization of African Unity shall bear the costs of the staff and 
services. . . . 

Chapter II -- Mandate of the Commission

Article 45
The functions of the Commission shall be: 1. To promote Human and Peoples' Rights and in 
particular: (a) to collect documents, undertake studies and researches on African problems in the 
field of human and peoples' rights, organize seminars, symposia and conferences, disseminate 
information, encourage national and local institutions concerned with human and peoples' rights, 
and should the case arise, give its views or make recommendations to Governments. (b) to 
formulate and lay down, principles and rules aimed at solving legal problems relating to human and 
peoples' rights and fundamental freedoms upon which African Governments may base their 
legislations. (c) co-operate with other African and international institutions concerned with the 
promotion and protection of human and peoples' rights. 2. Ensure the protection of human and 
peoples' rights under conditions laid down by the present Charter. 3. Interpret all the provisions of 
the present Charter at the request of a State party, an institution of the OAU or an African 
Organization recognized by the OAU. 4. Perform any other tasks which may be entrusted to it by 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government. 

Chapter III -- Procedure of the Commission

Article 46
The Commission may resort to any appropriate method of investigation; it may hear from the 
Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity or any other person capable of enlightening 
it. 

Communication From States 

Article 47
If a State party to the present Charter has good reasons to believe that another State party to this 
Charter has violated the provisions of the Charter, it may draw, by written communication, the 
attention of that State to the matter. This communication shall also be addressed to the Secretary 
General of the OAU and to the Chairman of the Commission. Within three months of the receipt of 
the communication, the State to which the communication is addressed shall give the enquiring 
State, written explanation or statement elucidating the matter. This should include as much as 
possible relevant information relating to the laws and rules of procedure applied and applicable, and 
the redress already given or course of action available. 

Article 48
If within three months from the date on which the original communication is received by the State 
to which it is addressed, the issue is not settled to the satisfaction of the two States involved through 
bilateral negotiation or by any other peaceful procedure, either State shall have the right to submit 



the matter to the Commission through the Chairman and shall notify the other States involved. 

Article 49
Notwithstanding the provisions of 47, if a State party to the present Charter considers that another 
State party has violated the provisions of the Charter, it may refer the matter directly to the 
Commission by addressing a communication to the Chairman, to the Secretary General of the 
Organization of African Unity and the State concerned. 

Article 50
The Commission can only deal with a matter submitted to it after making sure that all local 
remedies, if they exist, have been exhausted, unless it is obvious to the Commission that the 
procedure of achieving these remedies would be unduly prolonged. 

Article 51
1. The Commission may ask the States concerned to provide it with all relevant information. 2. 
When the Commission is considering the matter, States concerned may be represented before it and 
submit written or oral representation. 

Article 52
After having obtained from the States concerned and from other sources all the information it 
deems necessary and after having tried all appropriate means to reach an amicable solution based on 
the respect of Human and Peoples' Rights, the Commission shall prepare, within a reasonable 
period of time from the notification referred to in 48, a report stating the facts and its findings. This 
report shall be sent to the States concerned and communicated to the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government. 

Article 53
While transmitting its report, the Commission may make to the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government such recommendations as it deems useful. 

Article 54
The Commission shall submit to each ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government a report on its activities. 

Other Communications 

Article 55
1. Before each Session, the Secretary of the Commission shall make a list of the communications 
other than those of States parties to the present Charter and transmit them to the members of the 
Commission, who shall indicate which communications should be considered by the Commission. 
2. A communication shall be considered by the Commission if a simple majority of its members so 
decide. 

Article 56
Communications relating to human and peoples' rights referred to in 55 received by the 
Commission, shall be considered if they: 

1. Indicate their authors even if the latter request anonymity,



2. Are compatible with the Charter of the Organization of African Unity or with the present Charter, 

3. Are not written in disparaging or insulting language directed against the State concerned and its 
institutions or to the Organization of African Unity, 

4. Are not based exclusively on news discriminated through the mass media, 

5. Are sent after exhausting local remedies, if any, unless it is obvious that this procedure is unduly 
prolonged, 

6. Are submitted within a reasonable period from the time local remedies are exhausted or from the 
date the Commission is seized of the matter, and 

7. Do not deal with cases which have been settled by these States involved in accordance with the 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, or the Charter of the Organization of African Unity 
or the provisions of the present Charter. 

Article 57
Prior to any substantive consideration, all communications shall be brought to the knowledge of the 
State concerned by the Chairman of the Commission. 

Article 58
1. When it appears after deliberations of the Commission that one or more communications 
apparently relate to special cases which reveal the existence of a series of serious or massive 
violations of human and peoples' rights, the Commission shall draw the attention of the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government to these special cases. 2. The Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government may then request the Commission to undertake an in-depth study of these cases and 
make a factual report, accompanied by its findings and recommendations. 3. A case of emergency 
duly noticed by the Commission shall be submitted by the latter to the Chairman of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government who may request an in-depth study. 

Article 59
1. All measures taken within the provisions of the present Chapter shall remain confidential until 
such a time as the Assembly of Heads of State and Government shall otherwise decide. . . . 3. The 
report on the activities of the Commission shall be published by its Chairman after it has been 
considered by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government. 

Chapter IV -- Applicable Principles

Article 60
The Commission shall draw inspiration from international law on human and peoples' rights, 
particularly from the provisions of various African instruments on human and peoples' rights, the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of African Unity, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, other instruments adopted by the United Nations and by African 
countries in the field of human and peoples' rights as well as from the provisions of various 
instruments adopted within the Specialized Agencies of the United Nations of which the parties to 
the present Charter are members. 

Article 61
The Commission shall also take into consideration, as subsidiary measures to determine the 
principles of law, other general or special international conventions, laying down rules expressly 



recognized by member states of the Organization of African Unity, African practices consistent with 
international norms on human and people's rights, customs generally accepted as law, general 
principles of law recognized by African states as well as legal precedents and doctrine. 

Article 62
Each state party shall undertake to submit every two years, from the date the present Charter comes 
into force, a report on the legislative or other measures taken with a view to giving effect to the 
rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed by the present Charter. . . . 
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PREAMBLE
The African Member States of the Organization of African Unity, Parties to the present Charter 
entitled 'African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child',

CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of African Unity recognizes the paramountcy 
of Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and People's Rights proclaimed and agreed 
that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed therein, without 
distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, colour. sex, language, religion, political or any 
other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or other status,

RECALLING the Declaration on the Rights and WeLfare of the African Child (AHG/ST.4 Rev.l) 
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity, 
at its Sixteenth Ordinary Session in Monrovia, Liberia. from 17 to 20 July 1979, recognized the 
need to take appropriate measures to promote and protect the rights and welfare of the African 
Child,

NOTING WITH CONCERN that the situation of most African children, remains critical due to the 
unique factors of their socio-economic, cultural, traditional and developmental circumstances, 
natural disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation and hunger, and on account of the child's physical 
and mental immaturity he/she needs special safeguards and care,

RECOGNIZING that the child occupies a unique and privileged position in the African society and 
that for the full and harmonious development of his personality. the child should grow up in a 
family environment in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding,

RECOGNIZING that the child, due to the needs of his physical and mental development requires 
particular care with regard to health, physical, mental, moral and social development. and requires 
legal protection in conditions of freedom, dignity and security,

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the virtues of their cultural heritage, historical background and 
the values of the African civilization which should inspire and characterize their reflection on the 
concept of the rights and welfare of the child,

CONSIDERING that the promotion and protection of the rights and welfare of the child also 
implies the performance of duties on the part of everyone,

REAFFIRMING ADHERENCE Lo the principles of the rights and welfare of the child contained in 
the declaration, conventions and other instruments of the Organization of African Unity and in the 
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United Nations and in particular the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; and the 
OAU Heads of State and Government's Declaration on the Rights and Welfare of the African Child.

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

PART 1: RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
CHAPTER ONE: RIGHTS AND WELFARE OF THE CHILD 

Article 1: Obligation of States Parties 

1. Member States of the Organization of African Unity Parties to the present Charter shall recognize 
the rights, freedoms and duties enshrined in this Charter and shall undertake to the necessary steps, 
in accordance with their Constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Charter, to 
adopt such legislative or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the provisions of this 
Charter.

2. Nothing in this Charter shall affect any provisions that are more conductive to the realization of 
the rights and welfare of the child contained in the law of a State Party or in any other international 
Convention or agreement in force in that State.

3. Any custom, tradition, cultural or religious practice that is inconsistent with the rights, duties and 
obligations contained in the present Charter shall to the extent of such inconsistency be 
discouraged.

Article 2: Definition of a Child 

For tile purposes of this Charter. a child means every human being below the age of 18 years.

Article 3: Non-Discrimination 

Every child shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and freedoms recognized and guaranteed 
in this Charter irrespective of the child's or his/her parents' or legal guardians' race, ethnic group, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national and social origin, fortune, birth or 
other status.

Article 4: Best Interests of the Child 
1. In all actions concerning the child undertaken by any person or authority the best interests of the 
child shall be the primary consideration.

2. In all judicial or administrative proceedings affecting a child who is capable of communicating 
his/her own views, and opportunity shall be provided for the views of the child to be heard either 
directly or through an impartial representative as a party to the proceedings. and those views shall 
be taken into consideration by the relevant authority in accordance with the provisions of 
appropriate law.

Article 5: Survival and Development 
1. Every child has an inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall ensure, to the maximum extent possible, the survival, 
protection and development of the child.

3. Death sentence shall not be pronounced for crimes committed by children.

Article 6: Name and Nationality 

1. Every child shall have the right from his birth no a name.

2. Every child shall be registered immediately after birth.

3. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.

4. States Parties to the present Charter shall undertake to ensure that their Constitutional legislation 



recognize the principles according to which a child shall acquire the nationality of the State in the 
territory of which he has been born if, at the time of the child's birth. he is not granted nationality by 
any other State in accordance with its laws.

Article 7: Freedom of Expression 

Every child who is capable of communicating his or her own views shall be assured the rights to 
express his opinions freely in all matters and to disseminate his opinions subject to such restrictions 
as are prescribed by laws.

Article 8: Freedom of Association 

Every child shall have the right to free association and freedom of peaceful assembly in conformity 
with the law.

Article 9: Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion 

1. Every child shall have the right to freedom of thought conscience and religion.

2. Parents. and where applicable, legal guardians shall have a duty to provide guidance and 
direction in the exercise of these rights having regard to the evolving capacities, and best interests 
of the child.

3. States Parties shall respect the duty of parents and where applicable, legal guardians to provide 
guidance and direction in the enjoyment of these rights subject to the national laws and policies.

Article 10: Protection of Privacy 

No child shall be subject to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family home or 
correspondence, or to the attacks upon his honour or reputation, provided that parents or legal 
guardians shall have the right to exercise reasonable supervision over the conduct of their children. 
The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

Article 11: Education 
1. Every child shall have the right to an education.

2. The education of the child shall be directed to:

(a) the promotion and development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical 
abilities to their fullest potential;

(b) fostering respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms with particular reference to those 
set out in the provisions of various African instruments on human and peoples' rights and 
international human rights declarations and conventions;

(c) the preservation and strengthening of positive African morals, traditional values and cultures;

(d) the preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding 
tolerance, dialogue, mutual respect and friendship among all peoples ethnic, tribal and religious 
groups;

(e) the preservation of national independence and territorial integrity;

(f) the promotion and achievements of African Unity and Solidarity;

(g) the development of respect for the environment and natural resources;

(h) the promotion of the child's understanding of primary health care.

3. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures with a view to achieving 
the full realization of this right and shall in particular:

(a) provide free and compulsory basic education:

(b) encourage the development of secondary education in its different forms and to progressively 



make it free and accessible to all;

(c) make the higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity and ability by every 
appropriate means;

(d) take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates;

(e) take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal 
access to education for all sections of the community.

4. States Parties to the present Charter shall respect the rights and duties of parents, and where 
applicable, of legal guardians to choose for their children's schools, other than those established by 
public authorities, which conform to such minimum standards may be approved by the State, to 
ensure the religious and moral education of the child in a manner with the evolving capacities of the 
child.

5. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that a child who 
is subjected to schools or parental discipline shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the 
inherent dignity of the child and in conformity with the present Charter.

6. States Parties to the present Charter shall have all appropriate measures to ensure that children 
who become pregnant before completing their education shall have an opportunity to continue with 
their education on the basis of their individual ability.

7. No part of this Article shall be construed as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies 
to establish and direct educational institutions subject to the observance of the principles set out in 
paragraph I of this Article and the requirement teal the education given in such institutions shall 
conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the States .

Article 12: Leisure, Recreation and Cultural Activities 

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and 
recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and 
the arts.

2. States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to fully participate in cultural and 
artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, 
artistic, recreational and leisure activity.

Article 13: Handicapped Children 

1. Every child who is mentally or physically disabled shall have the right to special measures of 
protection in keeping with his physical and moral needs and under conditions which ensure his 
dignity, promote his self-reliance and active participation in the community.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall ensure, subject to available resources, to a disabled 
child and to those responsible for his care, of assistance for which application is made and which is 
appropriate to the child's condition and in particular shall ensure that the disabled child has effective 
access to training, preparation for employment and recreation opportunities in a manner conducive 
to the child achieving the fullest possible social integration, individual development and his cultural 
and moral development.

3. The States Parties to the present Charter shall use their available resources with a view to 
achieving progressively the full convenience of the mentally and physically disabled person to 
movement and access to public highway buildings and other places to which the disabled may 
legitimately want to have access to.

Article 14: Health and Health Services 

1. Every child shall have the right to enjoy the best attainable state of physical, mental and spiritual 
health.



2. States Parties to the present Charter shall undertake to pursue the full implementation of this right 
and in particular shall take measures:

(a) to reduce infant and child morality rate;

(b) to ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all children with 
emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) to ensure the provision of adequate nutrition and safe drinking water;

(d) to combat disease and malnutrition within the framework of primary health care through the 
application of appropriate technology;

(e) to ensure appropriate health care for expectant and nursing mothers;

(f) to develop preventive health care and family life education and provision of service;

(g) to integrate basic health service programmes in national development plans;

(h) to ensure that all sectors of the society, in particular, parents, children, community leaders and 
community workers are informed and supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and 
nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding, hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention 
of domestic and other accidents;

(i) to ensure the meaningful participation of non-governmental organizations, local communities 
and the beneficiary population in the planning and management of a basic service programme for 
children;

(j) to support through technical and financial means, the mobilization of local community resources 
in the development of primary health care for children.

Article 15: Child Labour 

1. Every child shall be protected from all forms of economic exploitation and from performing any 
work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral, 
or social development.

2. States Parties to the present Charter take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures 
to ensure the full implementation of this Article which covers both the formal and informal sectors 
of employment and having regard to the relevant provisions of the International Labour 
Organization's instruments relating to children, States Parties shall in particular:

(a) provide through legislation, minimum wages for admission to every employment;

(b) provide for appropriate regulation of hours and conditions of employment;

(c) provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcement of this 
Article;

(d) promote the dissemination of information on the hazards of child labour to all sectors of the 
community.

Article 16: Protection Against Child Abuse and Torture 

1. States Parties to the present Charter shall take specific legislative, administrative, social and 
educational measures to protect the child from all forms of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment 
and especially physical or mental injury or abuse, neglect or maltreatment including sexual abuse, 
while in the care of the child.

2. Protective measures under this Article shall include effective procedures for the establishment of 
special monitoring units to provide necessary support for the child and for those who have the care 
of the child, as well as other forms of prevention and for identification, reporting referral 
investigation, treatment, and follow-up of instances of child abuse and neglect.



Article 17: Administration of Juvenile Justice 

1. Every child accused or found guilty of having infringed penal law shall have the right to special 
treatment in a manner consistent with the child's sense of dignity and worth and which reinforces 
the child's respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of others.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall in particular:

(a) ensure that no child who is detained or imprisoned or otherwise deprived of his/her liberty is 
subjected to torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;

(b) ensure that children are separated from adults in their place of detention or imprisonment;

(c) ensure that every child accused in infringing the penal law:

(i) shall be presumed innocent until duly recognized guilty;

(ii) shall be informed promptly in a language that he understands and in detail of the charge against 
him, and shall be entitled to the assistance of an interpreter if he or she cannot understand the 
language used;

(iii) shall be afforded legal and other appropriate assistance in the preparation and presentation of 
his defence;

(iv) shall have the matter determined as speedily as possible by an impartial tribunal and if found 
guilty, be entitled to an appeal by a higher tribunal;

(d) prohibit the press and the public from trial.

3. The essential aim of treatment of every child during the trial and also if found guilty of infringing 
the penal law shall be his or her reformation, re-integration into his or her family and social 
rehabilitation.

4. There shall be a minimum age below which children shall be presumed not to have the capacity 
to infringe the penal law.

Article 18: Protection of the Family 

1. The family shall be the natural unit and basis of society. it shall enjoy the protection and support 
of the State for its establishment and development.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall take appropriate steps to ensure equality of rights and 
responsibilities of spouses with regard to children during marriage and in the even of its dissolution. 
In case of the dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection of the child.

3. No child shall be deprived of maintenance by reference to the parents' marital status.

Article 19: Parent Care and Protection 

1. Every child shall be entitled to the enjoyment of parental care and protection and shall, whenever 
possible, have the right to reside with his or her parents. No child shall be separated from his 
parents against his will, except when a judicial authority determines in accordance with the 
appropriate law, that such separation is in the best interest of the child.

2. Every child who is separated from one or both parents shall have the right to maintain personal 
relations and direct contact with both parents on a regular basis.

3. Where separation results from the action of a State Party, the State Party shall provide the child, 
or if appropriate, another member of the family with essential information concerning the 
whereabouts of the absent member or members of the family. States Parties shall also ensure that 
the submission of such a request shall not entail any adverse consequences for the person or persons 
in whose respect it is made.

4. Where a child is apprehended by a State Party, his parents or guardians shall, as soon as possible, 



be notified of such apprehension by that State Party.

Article 20: Parental Reponsibilities 

1. Parents or other persons responsible for the child shall have the primary responsibility of the 
upbringing and development the child and shall have the duty:

(a) to ensure that the best interests of the child are their basic concern at all times-

(b) to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, conditions of living necessary to the 
child's development; and

(c) to ensure that domestic discipline is administered winh humanity and in a manner consistent 
with the inherent dignity of the child.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall in accordance with their means and national conditions 
the all appropriate measures;

(a) to assist parents and other persons responsible for the child and in case of need provide material 
assistance and support programmes particularly with regard to nutrition, health, education, clothing 
and housing;

(b) to assist parents and others responsible for the child in the performance of child-rearing and 
ensure the development of institutions responsible for providing care of children; and

(c) to ensure that the children of working parents are provided with care services and facilities.

Article 21: Protection against Harmful Social and Cultural Practices 

1. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate harmful 
social and cultural practices affecting the welfare, dignity, normal growth and development of the 
child and in particular:

(a) those customs and practices preJudicial to the healLh or life of the child; and

(b) those customs and practices discriminatory to the child on the grounds of sex or other status.

2. Child marriage and the betrothal of girls and boys shall be prohibited and effective action, 
including legislation, shall be taken to specify the minimum age of marriage to be 18 years and 
make registration of all marriages in an official registry compulsory.

Article 22: Armed Conflicts 

1. States Parties to this Charter shall undertake to respect and ensure respect for rules of 
international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts which affect the child.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all necessary measures to ensure that no child shall 
take a direct part in hostilities and refrain in particular, from recruiting any child.

3. States Parties to the present Charter shall, in accordance winh nheir obliganons under 
international humanitarian law, protect the civilian population in armed conilices and shall take all 
feasible measures to ensure nhe protection and care of children who are affected by armed 
conflices. Such rules shall also apply to children in situations of intennal armed connicts, tension 
and strife.

Article 23: Refugee Children 

1. States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that a child who 
is seeking refugee stalus or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international 
or domestic law shall, whether unaccompanied or accompanied by parents, legal guardians or close 
relatives, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of the rights 
set out in this Charter and other international human rights and humanitarian instruments to which 
the States are Parties.



2. States Parties shall undertake to cooperate with existing intemational organizations which protect 
and assist refugees in their efforts to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other 
close relatives or an unaccompanied refugee child in order to obtain information necessary for 
reunification with the family.

3. Where no parents, legal guardians or close relatives can be found, the child shall be accorded the 
same protection as any other child permanently or temporarily deprived of his family environment 
for any reason.

4. The provisions of this Article apply mutatis mulandis to internally displaced children whether 
through natural disaster, intemal armed conflicts, civil strife, breakdown of economic and social 
order or howsoever caused.

Article 24: Adoption 

States Parties which recognize the system of adoption shall ensure that the best interest of the child 
shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(a) establish competent authorities to determine matters of adoption and ensure that the adoption is 
canied out in conformity with applicable laws and procedures and on the basis of all relevant and 
reliable information. that the adoption is permissible in view of the child's status concerning 
parents, relatives and guardians and that. if necessary, the appropriate persons concerned have given 
their informed consent to the adoption on the basis of appropriate counselling;

(b) recognize that inter-country adoption in those States who have ratified or adhered to the 
Intemational Convention on the Rights of the Child or this Charter. may. as the last resort, be 
considered as an alternative means of a child's care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an 
adoptive family or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;

(c) ensure that the child affected by inter-country adoption enjoys safeguards and standards 
equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) take all appropriate measures to ensure that in inter-country adoption, the placement does not 
result in trafficking or improper financial gain for those who try to adopt a child;

(e) promote, where appropriate, the objectives of this Article by concluding bilateral or multilateral 
arrangements or agreements, and endeavour, within this framework to ensure that the placement of 
the child in another country is carried out by competent authorities or organs;

(f) establish a machinery to monitor the well-being of the adopted child.

Article 25: Separation from Parents 

1. Any child who is permanently or temporarily deprived of his family environment for any reason 
shall be entitled to special protection and assistance;

2. States Parties to the present Charter:

(a) shall ensure that a child who is parentless, or who is temporarily or permanently deprived of his 
or her family environment, or who in his or her best interest cannot be brought up or allowed to 
remain in that environment shall be provided with alternative family care, which could include, 
among others. foster placement, or placement in suitable institutions for the care of children;

(b) shall take all necessary measures to trace and re-unite children with parents or relatives where 
separation is caused by internal and external displacement arising from armed conflicts or natural 
disasters.

3. When considering alternative family care of the child and the best interests of the child, due 
regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity in a child's up-bringing and to the child's ethnic, 
religious or linguistic background.

Article 26: Protection Against Apartheid and Discrimination 



1. States Parties to the present Charter shall individually and collectively undertake to accord the 
highest priority to the special needs of children living under Apartheid and in States subject to 
military destabilization by the Apartheid regime.

2. States Parties to the present Charter shall individually and collectively undertake to accord the 
highest priority to the special needs of children living under regimes practising racial, ethnic. 
religious or other forms of discrimination as well as in States subject to military destabilization.

3. States Parties shall undertake to provide whenever possible, material assistance to such children 
and to direct their efforts towards the elimination of all forms of discrimination and Apartheid on 
the African Continent.

Article 27: Sexual Exploitation 

1. States Parties to the present Charter shall undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse and shall in particular take measures to prevent:

(a) the inducement, coercion or encouragement of a child to engage in any sexual activity;

(b) the use of children in prostitution or other sexual practices;

(c) the use of children in pornographic activities, performances and materials.

Article 28: Drug Abuse 

States Parties to the present Charter shall take all appropriate measures to protect the child from the 
use of narcotics and illicit use of psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international 
treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the production and trafficking of such substances.

Article 29: Sale, Trafficking and Abduction 

States Parties to the present Charter shall take appropriate measures to prevent:

(a) the abduction, the sale of, or traffick in children for any purpose or in any form, by any person 
including parents or legal guardians of the child;

(b) the use of children in all forms of begging.

Article 30: Children of Imprisoned Mothers 

1. States Parties to the present Charter shall undertake to provide special treatment to expectant 
mothers and to mothers of infants and young children who have been accused or found guilty of 
infringing the penal law and shall in particular:

(a) ensure that a non-custodial sentence will always be first considered when sentencing such 
mothers;

(b) establish and promote measures alternative to institutional confinement for the treatment of such 
mothers;

(c) establish special alternative institutions for holding such mothers;

(d) ensure that a mother shall not be imprisoned with her child;

(e) ensure that a death sentence shall not be imposed on such mothers;

(f) the essential aim of the penitentiary system will be the reformation, the integration of the mother 
to the family and social rehabilitation.

Article 31: Responsibility of the Child 

Every child shall have responsibilities towards his family and society, the State and other legally 
recognized communities and the international community. The child, subject to his age and ability, 
and such limitations as may be contained in the present Charter, shall have the duty;

(a) to work for the cohesion of the family, to respect his parents, superiors and elders at all times 



and to assist them in case of need;

(b) to serve his national community by placing his physical and intellectual abilities at its service;

(c) to preserve and strengthen social and national solidarity;

(d) to preserve and strengthen African cultural values in his relations with other members of the 
society, in the spirit of tolerance, dialogue and consultation and to contribute to the moral well-
being of society;

(e) to preserve and strengthen the independence and the integrity of his country;

(f) to contribute to the best of his abilities. at all times and at all levels, to the promotion and 
achievement of Afncan Unity.

PART 11 

CHAPTER TWO: ESTABLISHMENT AND ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE RIGHTS AND WELFARE OF THE CHILD 

Article 32: The Committee 

An African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child hereinafter called `the 
Committee' shall be established within the Organization of African Unity to promote and protect the 
rights and welfare of the child.

Article 33: Composition 

1. The Committee shall consist of 11 members of high moral standing, integrity, impartiality and 
competence in matters of the rights and welfare of the child.

2. The members of the Committee shall serve in their personal capacity.

3. The Committee shall not include more than one national of the same State.

Article 34: Election 

As soon as this Charter shall enter into force the members of the Committee shall be elected by 
secret ballot by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government from a list of persons nominated 
by the States Parties to the present Charter.

Article 35: Candidates 

Each State Party to the present Charter may nominate not more than two candidates. The candidates 
must have one of the nationalities of the States Parties to the present Charter. When two candidates 
are nominated by a State, one of them shall not be a national of that State.

Article 36 

1. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity shall invite States Parties to the 
present Charter to nominate candidates at least six months before the elections.

2. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity shall draw up in alphabetical order, a 
list of persons nominated and communicate it to the Heads of State and Government at least two 
months before the elections.

Article 37: Term of Office 

1. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a tenn of five years and may not be re-
elected, however. the term of four of the members elected at the first election shall expire after two 
years and the term of six others, after four years.

2. Immediately after the first election, the Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity shall draw lots to determine the names of those 
members referred to in sub-paragraph 1 of this Article.



3. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity shall convene the first meeting of 
Committee at the Headquarters of the Organization within six months of the election of the 
members of the Committee, and thereafter the Committee shall be convened by its Chairman 
whenever necessary, at least once a year.

Article 38: Bureau 

1. The Committee shall establish its own Rules of Procedure.

2. The Committee shall elect its officers for a period of two years.

3. Seven Committee members shall form the quorum.

4. In case of an equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote.

5. The working languages of the Committee shall be the official languages of the OAU.

Article 39: Vacancy 

If a member of the Committee vacates his office for any reason other than the nonmal expiration of 
a term, the State which nominated that member shall appoint another member from among its 
nationals to serve for the remainder of the term - subject to the approval of the Assembly.

Article 40: Secretariat 
The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity shall appoint a Secretary for the 
Committee.

Article 41: Privileges and Immunities 

In discharging their duties. members of the Committee shall enjoy the privileges and immunities 
provided for in the General Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Organization of 
Afncan Unity.

CHAPTER THREE: MANDATE AND PROCEDURE OF THE COMMITTEE 

Article 42: Mandate 

The functions of the Committee shall be:

(a) To promote and protect the rights enshrined in this Charter and in particular to: 

(i) collect and document information, commission inter-disciplinary assessment of situations on 
African problems in the fields of the rights and welfare of the child, organize meetings, encourage 
national and local institutions concerned with the rights and welfare of the child, and where 
necessary give its views and make recommendations to Governments;

(ii) formulate and lay down principles and rules aimed at protecting the rights and welfare of 
children in Africa;

(iii)cooperate with other African, international and regional Institutions and organizations 
concerned with the promotion and protection of the rights and welfare of the child.

(b) To monitor the implementation and ensure protection of the rights enshrined in this Charter.

(c) To interpret the provisions of the present Charter at the request of a State Party, an Institution of 
the Organization of African Unity or any other person or Institution recognized by the Organization 
of African Unity, or any State Party.

(d) Perform such other task as may be entrusted to it by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government, Secretary-General of the OAU and any other organs of the OAU or the United 
Nations.

Article 43: Reporting Procedure 

1. Every State Party to the present Charter shall undertake to submit to the Committee through the 



Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, reports on the measures they have adopted 
which give effect to the provisions of this Charter and on the progress made in the enjoyment of 
these rights:

(a) within two years of the entry into force of the Charter for the State Party concerned: and

(b) and thereafter, every three years.
2. Every report made under this Article shall:

(a) contain sufficient information on the implementation of the present Charter to provide the 
Committee with comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the Charter in the relevant 
country; and

(b) shall indicate factors and difficulties, if any, affecting the fullfilment of the obligations contained 
in the Charter.

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive first report to the Committee need not, in its 
subsequent reports submitted in accordance with paragraph I (a) of this Article, repeat the basic 
information previously provided.

Article 44: Communications 

1. The Committee may receive communication, from any person, group or non-governmental 
organization recognized by the Organization of African Unity, by a Member State, or the United 
Nations relating to any matter covered by this Charter.

2. Every communication to the Committee shall contain the name and address of the author and 
shall be treated in confidence.

Article 45: Investigations by the Committee 

1. The Committee may, resort to any appropriate method of investigating any matter falling within 
the ambit of the present Charter, request from the States Parties any information relevant to the 
implementation of the Charter and may also resort to any appropriate method of investigating the 
measures the State Party has adopted to implement the Charter.

2. The Committee shall submit to each Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Govenrment every two years, a report on its activities and on any communication made under 
Article [44] of this Charter.

3. The Committee shall publish its report after it has been considered by the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government.

4. States Parties shall make the Committee's reports widely available to the public in their own 
countries.

CHAPTER FOUR: MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Article 46: Sources of Inspiration 
The Committee shall draw inspiration from International Law on Human Rights, particularly from 
the provisions of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, the Charter of the 
Organization of African Unity, the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the International 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and other instruments adopted by the United Nations and by 
African countries in the field of human rights. and from African values and traditions.

Article 47: Signature, Ratification or Adherence 

1. The present Charter shall be open to signature by all the Member States of the Organization of 
Afncan Unity.

2. The present Charter shall be subject to ratification or adherence by Member States of the 
Organization of African Unity. The instruments of ratification or adherence to the present Charter 



shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity.

3. The present Charter shall come into force 30 days after the reception by the Secretary-General of 
the Organization of African Unity of the instruments of ratification or adherence of 15 Member 
States of the Organization of African Unity.

Article 48: Amendment and Revision of the Charter 

1. The present Charter may be amended or revised if any State Party makes a written request to that 
effect to the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity, provided that the proposed 
amendment is not submitted to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government for consideration 
until all the States Parties have been duly notified of it and the Committee has given its opinion on 
the amendment.

2. An amendment shall be approved by a simple majority of the States Parties.
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