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Buenos Amigos Follow-up 
Posted: 26 Jan 2011 09:50 PM PST

Delegation Report - 
Yesterday (January 25) we posted an action alert for the campesino community, Buenos Amigos in 
Elixir, Colon -a community of 100 families at immediate risk of a violent eviction. On January 26, 
the delegation returned to the community to accompany them further. At the time that we left the 
community no eviction had occurred but it is still expected at any time. 

The community of Buenos Amigos sits on 360 hectares of land, one of several properties owned by 
landowner Cesar Velasquez, which had been both neglected and foreclosed on, and is now available 
for agrarian reform.

The community spent three years investigating land that was eligible for reform. Since recuperating 
the land, the community has begun the process of applying to the National Agrarian Institute (INA) 
for title to the land. So far, they have not received any response. In fact, the campesinos stated that 
director of the INA, Cesar Ham, has been particularly unresponsive.

In the two months that they have been on the land, they have faced three evictions (now, four). 
Blanca Espinoza is a leader in the community who has denounced the violent attempts to remove 
them. During one of the incidents that Blanca has publicly denounced, they were shot at by 
unidentified assailants hidden in nearby palm trees. On another day Cesar Velasquez came by with 
10 armed men to confiscate large farm equipment in their possession. They demanded to see any 
official order, but because he could not produce any, they resisted his attempts to enter.

On January 22nd, three vehicles full of heavily armed men arrived to Buenos Amigos and began 
shooting. They followed a young man of the community and shot at him, fortunately without 
harming him. They suspect Cesar Velasquez, though they note that they have been confronted by 
both police and military, as well as by private guards from the Standard Fruit Company (Dole) and 
other big landowners in the region. Blanca stated that they had to remove their children from the 
land after this attack because many of them became sick from fear.



The day we went back (January 26), we were informed by Blanca that they had received two calls 
---one at 9 the night before and the other at 6 in the morning, both threatening immediate eviction. 
La Voz de los de Abajo attempted to call Cesar Ham, but were only able to leave messages. As of 
today, he has not returned our call

The residents of Buenos Amigos expressed their gratitude for the presence and support of the 
delegation, which was the first international delegation to visit the community. They expressed 
their need for basic elements such as food, money, medicine, and school supplies for their 
children. They have received support from other campesino communities, but continue to be in 
danger.

The community of Buenos Amigos remains committed to the land. Though, to them, every eviction 
signifies death and destruction, Blanca Espinoza said that “If we die in our fight for this land, so be  
it. I cannot afford fear because I have children, and my compañeros have children. We’re not going  
to leave this land. If they remove us, we’ll be back in 48 hours”.

 Latest News 
January 26 - Tegucigalpa: Hundreds of teachers marched in Tegucigalp to protest the defacto 
government's attempt to overturn the law that guarentees teachers' salaries and working conditions. 
Four teachers were detained after the march attempted to march to the Congress but were blocked 
by cordons of police and military. The teachers began burning tires and blocking the street. Police 
attacked the teachers who retreated to the market area of the city. Massive amounts of tear gas were 
fired affecting the teachers, market venders and bystanders including children. Many teachers have 
not been paid money owed to the for more than 8 months and the funds stolen by the government 
from their pension have not been returned.
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Campesinos of the Buenos Amigos Community Under Threat 
of Immediate Eviction 

Posted: 25 Jan 2011 07:21 PM PST
The La Voz de los de Abajo delegation has been informed by the campesino community of Buenos 
Amigos located in Saba, Colon that there they are under threat of eviction by government forces as 
early as tomorrow Wednesday January 26th. The Buenos Amigos Community, affiliated with CNTC 
(the National Rural Workers Association), is comprised of 100 families. The 360 acres of land is in 
foreclosure and now owned by the bank. 

The community intends to stay despite the threat of eviction and maintain their right to the land 
through the Agrarian Reform. Community leader, Blanca Espinoza, stated that "If we have to die for 
the land, we die but we don't intend to leave. If they evict us from the land then we will back within  
48 hours". 

Please call the National Agrarian Institute at 011-504-239-8401 or 011-504-
239-8402 and tell them to respect the community of Buenos Amigos' right 
to the land and demand that any kind of eviction is immediately called off.

http://hondurasresists.blogspot.com/2010/01/urgent-attack-against-garifuna.html
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"Nobody can silence us" - Garífuna radio 
station under attack again 
Posted: 23 Jan 2011 10:27 PM PST
La Voz de los de Abajo has just begun an 8-day human rights delegation to Honduras, our fourth  
since the coup d'etat of June 28th, 2009. Our delegation started out with a visit to Triunfo de la  
Cruz, a Garífuna community that is home to the first Garífuna people's radio station, which has  
been under constant threat and attack since the coup d'etat. The situation of the radio has taken a  
turn for the worse and the community leaders urge international attention and denunciation.

"Nobody can silence us" - Garífuna radio station and community leader threatened

A year ago the first Garífuna community radio station Faluma Bimetu in Triunfo de la Cruz, known 
for its tireless work giving voice to the community struggles of the Garífuna and the rest of the 
resistance in Honduras, was burnt down. One month later, the community had rebuilt it and put in a 
transmitter with twice the power it had before that attack. Now it has been off the air again because 
of threats against it and its director, Fraternal Black Organization of Honduras (OFRANEH) leader 
Alfredo Lopez. 

http://hondurasresists.blogspot.com/2010/01/urgent-attack-against-garifuna.html


Lopez, who has been threatened many times, was maliciously accused of making threats against 
other people in an attempt to silence him and the radio station. The situation became so dangerous 
that the radio station closed out of concerns for the security of its equipment and staff. But Lopez 
and the other activists announced at our meeting that the radio station will begin broadcasting again 
on Monday, January 24th. 

"They can't silence us. If they haven't been able to get rid of us in two hundred years they won't be  
able to get rid of us now", says Alfredo. Triunfo de la Cruz has a long history of struggle stemming 
back to the forceful displacement of the Garífuna community from Tela in the 1800s. In recent 
decades Triunfo de la Cruz, like Garífuna communities all along the north coast of Honduras, has 
been in a battle for survival in the midst of threats from tourist mega-projects, large land owners 
seeking more land to cultivate African Palm, transnational companies and narco-traffickers. 

Before he was kidnapped by the army and flown out of the country by the army, President Mel 
Zelaya had signed several agreements with the Garífuna communities to begin resolving some of 
their land claims. Though there had been an ongoing struggle to see the accords come to fruition, 
the coup dramatically worsened the situation. Recognizing that the coup was carried out by the 
same oligarchs that the community had been struggling against for generations, the Garífuna 
communities were amongst the first to pour into the streets to join and give energy to the resistance 
movement. Radio stations like Faluma Bimetu, which is now one of four Garífuna radio stations 
supported by OFRANEH along the north coast, played a fundamental role in spreading news of 
what was really taking place in the midst of a media blackout throughout the country. 

The programming, which includes news, commentary, music and more, was so important to the 
surrounding communities that they quickly and energetically launched a successful campaign to get 
it back on the air when it was burned down last January. But the re-launching of the radio with even 
more coverage than before has further angered the powerful interests that wish to silence the 
Garífuna resistance and take over their lands. Taking advantage of the post-coup political climate, 
narco-traffickers have gained tremendous influence in the local municipality and bought off 
several community members to create a parallel community council to rubber stamp land 
concessions and undermine the existing community council that has coordinated resistance for 
generations. Tension has grown in the build-up to the February elections of the legitimate 
community council, which the oligarchs and narco-traffickers desperately want to block. To this 
end, they blamed a recent shooting at the house associated with narco-traffickers on Alfredo López 
and threatened to burn down the radio station.

Though the charges have been dismissed as lacking any evidence whatsoever by the Honduran 
courts, the atmosphere remains extremely tense. The radio station team has carried out a survey of 
the community to assure they are willing to defend the radio station in the build-up to the elections 
with all the risks that this implies. Because of the overwhelmingly positive response, they intend to 
open the station in the near future, possibly as soon as Monday the 23rd. 



In the meantime, OFRANEH has filed a legal complaint before the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights about the situation and are urgently asking for support to 
make the gravity of the situation known and demand that the commission take immediate 
measures to ensure the safety of Alfredo López and the other members of the Faluma Bimetu 
radio station and the Triunfo de la Cruz community. The contact phone number is 202-458-
6002.
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Interview with Juan Ramón Chinchilla, 
MUCA 
Posted: 12 Jan 2011 08:29 PM PST
By Giorgio Trucchi - Rel-UITA*
After escaping from his captors, still physically and psychologically exhausted from the experience 
endured over the last 48 hours, the peasant leader of the Unified Peasant Movement of the Aguan 
(MUCA) and the National Popular Resistance Front (FRNP), Juan Ramón Chinchilla, agreed to an 
interview from an undisclosed location in Honduras . 

Can you describe your kidnapping?
On the afternoon of Saturday, January 8th I went to visit friends at a shopping center. I left on my 
motorcycle heading for the community of La Concepción and noticed that I was being followed. 
Just before La Concepción, there was a car across the road and at that moment I realized that there 
were people in the palms, pointing guns at me. 

Then what happened?
I stopped and let the motorcycle fall to the ground. Several hooded men grabbed me, fired on the 
motorcycle and put me into a vehicle, covering my face so that I could not see where we were 
going. There were a lot of them. Almost all of them wore uniforms of the military, police and the 
private guards of Miguel Facussé. They drove approximately 40 minutes towards Trujillo . We came 
to an isolated place. They put me into a storage room and began to question me.

What did they want to know?

If we have arms. Where did the information come from that is on the internet and how many 
peasants are organized? They had a lot of photographs of me and other people. They were well 
organized. The operation had been carefully prepared.

When were you beaten?

On the afternoon of Sunday the 9th. They got me up and showed me a table with torture instruments 
on it. They began talking among themselves. They said, “What are we going to do first? Are we 
going to pull out a fingernail or burn him? Then they began to strike me in the face. They burnt my 
hair. They told me they were going to pour gasoline on my head and burn me. They beat me on the 
back with a club. There were several foreigners. Some spoke English and another spoke a language 
that I was not able to understand.



How were you able to escape?

On Sunday night they took me out of the storage room and we began walking in the darkness. I 
heard them say that for the moment the order was not to kill me. That encouraged me. We climbed a 
hill and I was not tied up. Taking advantage of the darkness, I started running and ran into the 
woods nearby. The men pursued me firing but I escaped. I ran and walked for a long time until I 
could find someone to help me and then I was able to communicate with my compañeros.

Why do you believe you were kidnapped?

We are in a struggle with the landowners. We know that our enemies are Miguel Facussé, René 
Morales and Reinaldo Canales, and that the government is on their side – not the side of the people. 
The department has been militarized twice and we know that they are going to do all they can to 
finish off our struggle. They had photos and a lot of information about our organizations and 
members. They want to intimidate us.

Your kidnapping generated a strong current of solidarity and denunciation at the national and 
international level. Do you feel that this contributed in any way to restrain the murderous hand of 
your captors? 

They were concerned about the national and international pressure. They were monitoring the news 
on the internet and radio. That is why they decided to move me to another location on Sunday. I 
believe that all of this pressure helped so that something worse did not happen. I am infinitely 
grateful to all of the people and organizations – national and international – that mobilized; and also 
the media that denounced my kidnapping. The struggle will continue. They will not stop me; on the 
contrary, we have to continue with more strength. We must stay united because it is the only way to 
move our country forward. We do not accept the coup and we never will accept it, even though they 
kill us. I will never leave the struggle; better to die than to betray it.

Interview with Juan Ramón Chinchilla, MUCA
By Giorgio Trucchi - Rel-UITA*http://www.rel-
uita.org/agricultura/palma_africana/con_juan_ramon_chinchilla.htm
translated by the Friendship Office



 Con Juan Ramón Chinchilla “Jamás podrán 
detener nuestra lucha”
Tras haber logrado escapar de sus secuestradores y todavía agotado física y psicológicamente por la 
experiencia límite vivida en las últimas 48 horas, el dirigente campesino del Movimiento Unificado 
Campesino del Aguán (MUCA) y del Frente Nacional de Resistencia Popular (FNRP), Juan Ramón 
Chinchilla, accedió a hablar desde algún lugar de Honduras con Sirel. 

 

-¿Puedes relatar cómo fue que te secuestraron?

-En la tarde del sábado 8 de enero fui a visitar a unos amigos en un centro comercial. Saliendo de 
allí me dirigí en mi motocicleta hacia la comunidad de La Concepción, pero me percaté de que me 
venían siguiendo.

 

Casi llegando a La Concepción me topé con un carro atravesado en la carretera. Fue en ese 
momento cuando me di cuenta de que entre las palmeras había gente que me estaba apuntando con 
armas.

 

-¿Qué pasó después?

-Me detuve y dejé caer la motocicleta al suelo. Varios hombres encapuchados me agarraron, le 
dispararon a la moto y me montaron a un vehículo, cubriéndome el rostro para que no viera hacia 
dónde nos dirigíamos.

 

Eran muchas personas, casi todas vestían uniformes de militares, polícias y de las guardias privadas 
de Miguel Facussé. Arrancaron el vehículo y manejaron aproximadamente unos 40 minutos en 
dirección de Trujillo. Llegamos a un lugar aislado, me metieron a una bodega y comenzaron a 
hacerme muchas preguntas.

 

-¿Qué querían saber?

http://www.rel-uita.org/agricultura/palma_africana/con_juan_ramon_chinchilla.htm
http://www.rel-uita.org/agricultura/palma_africana/con_juan_ramon_chinchilla.htm


-Si teníamos armas, de dónde salían las informaciones que se subían a internet y qué cantidad de 
campesinos estaban organizados. Tenían muchas fotos mías y de otras personas. Se veía que estaban 
bien organizados y que el operativo había sido minuciosamente preparado. 

 

-¿Cuándo fue que te golpearon?

-Fue el domingo 9 por la tarde. Me levantaron y me enseñaron una mesa donde tenían herramientas 
de tortura. Comenzaron a hablar entre ellos. Decían: ¿qué vamos a hacer primero? ¿Le vamos a 
arrancar una uña o lo vamos a quemar? 

 

Después comenzaron a golpearme en la cara, me quemaron el pelo, me decían que me iban a hechar 
gasolina en la cabeza y que me iban a quemar. Me golpearon en la espalda con un tolete. Había 
varios extranjeros. Algunos hablaban en inglés, mientras que otros hablaban un idioma que no logré 
entender.

 

-¿Cómo fue que lograste escapar?

-En la noche del domingo me sacaron de la bodega y fuimos caminando en la oscuridad. Logré 
escuchar una conversación en la que decían que por el momento la orden era de no matarme, así 
que me animé. 

 

Subimos a un cerro y como no estaba amarrado, aproveché la oscuridad para comenzar a correr 
entrando a un bosque que estaba cerca. Los hombres me persiguieron disparando, pero logré 
esconderme. Corrí y caminé por mucho tiempo hasta que encontré a alguien que me ayudó y me 
pude comunicar con los compañeros.

 

-¿Cuál crees que ha sido el objetivo de este secuestro?

-Estamos en una lucha contra de los terratenientes. Sabemos que nuestros enemigos son Miguel 
Facussé, René Morales y Reinaldo Canales, y que el gobierno está a favor de ellos y no del pueblo.

 

El departamento ha sido militarizado dos veces y sabemos que van a usar cualquier instrumento 
para acabar con nuestra lucha. Tenían fotos y mucha información sobre nuestras organizaciones y 
sus integrantes. Quieren intimidarnos.

 

-Tu secuestro ha generado una fuerte corriente de solidaridad y de denuncia a nivel nacional e 
internacional. ¿Crees que de alguna manera contribuyó a detener la mano homicida de tus 



secuestradores?

-Ellos estaban preocupados por la presión a nivel nacional e internacional. Estaban monitoreando 
las noticias por internet y por radio, y es por eso que el domingo decidieron trasladarme a otro lugar. 
Creo también que toda esta presión contribuyó a que no me pasara algo más grave.

 

Agradezco infinitamente a todas las personas y organizaciones nacionales e internacionales que se 
han movilizado, así como a los medios que han denunciado mi secuestro.

 

La lucha siempre sigue. No me voy a detener, más bien hay que seguir con más fuerza. Tenemos 
que mantenernos unidos, porque sólo de esa manera podemos sacar adelante a nuestro país. 

 

No aceptamos el golpe de Estado y nunca lo aceptaremos, aunque nos maten. Nunca voy a dejar la 
lucha. Mejor la muerte que la traición.

En Managua, Giorgio Trucchi                  Rel-UITA                             11 de enero de 2011
Fotos:  Giorgio Trucchi 
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Resistance Leader Survives Kidnapping and 
Torture 
Posted: 10 Jan 2011 06:13 PM PST

Monday afternoon (January 10, 2011) Juan Chinchilla, a member of the Executive Committee of 
the FNRP was located having survived a kidnapping and torture for 2 days. 

On Saturday, January 8, Chinchilla, a journalist and a representative of Youth In Resistance and the 
Unified Campesino Movement of Aguan (MUCA) was kidnapped as he rode his motorcycle to his 
home in the campesino settlement of La Concepcion in the municipality of Tocoa in the Aguan 
region in northern Honduras. Moments before being kidnapped he made a phone call to denounce 
the presence of motorcycle and car following him. Gunshots were heard, but when people arrived at 
the scene they only found his motorcycle with bullet holes. 

Immediately human rights organizations, resistance organization, and solidarity groups 
internationally and nationally responded with urgent actions calling the local police, Honduran 
government, U.S. Embassy, U.S. State Department and other entities demanding that Chinchilla be 
“reappeared” alive and well. In Aguan the campesino organizations began a physical search of the 
rural area where the golpista landowners Miguel Facusse, René Morales and Reinaldo Canales are 
contesting campesinos’ rights to land. These landowners are responsible along with the de facto 
regime of Porfirio Lobo for the militarization of the region, the violent attacks on the campesinos 
and the disappearances and murders of numerous peasant activists. 

Chinchilla reappeared and is safe in an undisclosed location. He has burns and bruises from torture. 

Information from Los Necios; Red Morazanica; Resistencia, Rights Action


