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Nkrumah, Dr. Kwame

Dr. Kwame Francis Nwia Kofie Nkrumah was a pan-Africanist, and a member of the activist group 
known as The Big Six, and one of the founders of the United Gold Coast Convention. In 1951, 

Nkrumah became the first Prime Minister     of Ghana  , and was instrumental as an activist in gaining 
independence from colonialism.

He served as Prime Minister from the 22nd of February 1951, and became the first leader of the 
independent country of Ghana from the 6th of March 1957. He became the first President of Ghana 

when Ghana became a republic on the 1st of July 1960. He remained as President of Ghana until 
the 24th of February 1966, when he was removed from power in a coup d'etat by members of the 

Ghana Army & Ghana Police, codenamed Operation Cold Chop.

'Osagyefo' - the first Prime Minister of the independent country of Ghana, and later, first President of the Republic Of Ghana, Dr Kwame Nkrumah.

 

 

Nkrumah was born in Nkroful, the then-Gold Coast, on the 28th of September, 1909, into the small 
Nzima ethnic group. His father was a goldsmith, and had several wives, but Nkrumah was the only 

child of Madame Elizabeth Nyaniba, and she was a tower of strength to the young Nkrumah.

He was an excellent student, and taught at a primary school at Half Assini, which was still some 
distance from the regional administrative centre of Sekondi, and further still from Cape Coast, and 
the capital, Accra. Despite this, Nkrumah was referred to the Accra Government Training College 

by Reverend A.G. Fraser, after he visited Nkrumah's school in 1926. There he was influenced by Dr 
Kwegyir Aggrey, particularly after his father’s death in that year caused financial instability that 
threatened his further education. Overcoming this, he was an excellent student at the "Aggrey 

School", particularly in subjects such as history & psychology, and was also an active member of 
the debating society. The college was incorporated into the prestigious Achimota School two years 
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later, where Nkrumah graduated in 1930.

 The Aggrey Student Society debating team in 1926. Nkrumah is seen in the middle row, far left, in the photograph.

(1926)

 

 

After graduation, Nkrumah taught at catholic schools in Elmina, then Axim, before finally being 
accepted into Lincoln University in the United States, where he received a Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics & Sociology, a Bachelor of Theology, and at the University Of Pennsylvania, a Master 
of Education & Philosophy, and set up the African Studies section of the university.

During these years, he developed his socialists principles, and studied the pan-African writings of 
Marcus Garvey & Dr W.E.B. Du Bois. Leaving the US for England, he became vice-president of 
the West African Student Union, and worked with other in the pan-African movement on the 5th 

Pan-African Congress held later that year.

Meanwhile, back in The Gold Coast, a group of prominent Ghanaians vying for independence met 
at Saltpond, in the Central Region, on the 4th of April 1947. This group of around forty 

personalities, many of whom would become important political figures throughout the pre & post 
independence period, formed the United Gold Coast Convention, a political organization whose aim 

was to obtain independence from colonialism.

Two important members of the UGCC, Dr Ebenezer Ako-Adjei & Dr J.B. Danquah, wrote to Dr 
Nkrumah inviting him to become General-Secretary of the United Gold Coast Convention in late 
1947. Indeed, he very-nearly rejected the invitation, as his position as an activist seemed at odds 

with a group largely consisting of professionals already holding high offices within The Gold 
Coast's community, particularly in the area of law. He was eventually persuaded, and returned to 

Ghana in December of that year to take up the appointment from January 1948.

At this stage, he was a scholar, and had not entered the political field, yet his involvement in the 
UGCC had a polarizing effect, and he quickly managed to change the standing of the UGCC in 
record time, from a group that had largely been dismissed by the political elite, to a group with 

widespread support with the country. The UGCC experience a rapid expansion, from maintaining 
13 offices from when Nkrumah returned to The Gold Coast, to a massive 209 offices within just 
two months. Nkrumah himself promoted the UGCC by travelling the length of The Gold Coast, 

personally promoting their message of self-governance.
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 Dr Kwame Nkrumah (far left), poses in a famous photograph with The Big Six - the founding members of the United Gold Coast Convention - (after Nkrumah 
from left) Emmanuel O. Obetsebi-Lamptey, Dr Ebenezer Ako-Adjei, Nana William Ofori Atta, Dr Joseph Boakye Danquah, and Edward Akufo-Addo. Despite 

the apparent unity shown in this photograph, Nkrumah soon fell out with the UGCC, forming his own party. Later, all of these men would eventually be detained 
under the preventative detention act imposed by Nkrumah in 1958 - and Dr Danquah & Obetsebi-Lamptey would die in custody. 

 

 

 It was during the period of the UGCC that Dr Nkrumah became involved in an incident in which a 
demonstration by Gold Coast World War II veterans, who were demonstrating for the release of 

service pension entitlements. Dr Nkrumah, along with other members of the UGCC, particularly Dr 
J.B. Danquah, supported a peaceful march on Christianborg Castle, at the time the seat of British 
rule, with the intent of submitting a petition to the colonial Governor, Sir Gerald Hallen Creasy.

During the march on the 28th of February 1948, three veterans were killed when a police officer 
open fire on the unarmed demonstrators. The same day, a cable sent by the UGCC to London which 
blamed Creasy for the disturbances in The Gold Coast, and more or less issued an ultimatum for the 

UGCC to set up an interim government in The Gold Coast. Creasy ordered the arrest of six 
founding members of the UGCC, including Dr Nkrumah, when a boycott campaign by the Osu 
Alata Mantse ended in riots. This measure had the reverse effect on the population of The Gold 
Coast - The Big Six, as they became known, gained popularity from their act, and their efforts 

resulted in significant changes in the path to independence.

Released shortly afterwards, a rift soon began to develop between Nkrumah and the other UGCC 
members. After a “demotion” to the post of Honourary Treasurer, he eventually broke from the 

UGCC to form his own party, the Conventional People’s Party (CPP), on the 12th of June 1948. He 
started his own newspaper, The Accra Evening News, which was used to carry his political agenda.

In November 1949, the Coussey Report, which was formed from a committee that was absent of 
Nkrumah, recommended that The Gold Coast should switch to “limited self-governance”. Nkrumah 

strenuously opposed this weakened stance, and actively opposed the colonial government. When 
strike action threatened, much of the CPP leadership, including Nkrumah, were arrested, and 

Nkrumah was sentenced to three concurrent jail sentences.

Meanwhile, the recommendations of the Coussey Report were accepted, and elections held. 
Nkrumah’s name was registered in the elections, which he won by an overwhelming majority. The 

Governor of the day, Sir Charles Noble Arden-Clarke, recognized the CPP victory, and invited 
Nkrumah to form a government on the 22nd of February 1951 – the day after Nkrumah’s release 

from James Fort Prison.
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As the Prime Minister of The Gold Coast, Dr Kwame Nkrumah appears on the front cover of the 9/2/1953 edition of Time magazine.

 

 

Nkrumah was appointed the Leader Of Government Business, a post that effectively made him the 
Prime Minister of The Gold Coast on the 21st of March 1951. However, there were natural 

limitations to those measures adopted in the Coussey Report, and Nkrumah soon began to agitate 
for autonomous rule of an independent country.

In June 1953, he tabled an historic motion in the Legislative Assembly, calling for federation – an 
end of colonial rule. The following three years saw an emerging crisis unfold, as dissidents brought 
the colonial administration to breaking point by civil unrest and strikes. An election was held in July 
1956, and the CPP won 71 out of 104 seats, and one month later, Nkrumah made an approach to the 

Governor for federation. Independence was finally set, with a date of the 6th of March 1957.
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 Dr Kwame Nkrumah's (centre) poses with his entourage during his famous independence speech on the Accra Polo Grounds on the 6th of March 1957. 
Alongside Nkrumah are Komla Agbeli Gbedemah (left), and Kojo Botsio (right) of the Conventional People's Party. Gbedemah would later flee Ghana to avoid 

arrest under Nkrumah's Preventative Detention Act.

(March 1957)

 

 

Finally, the most important day in the history of the country came - on the 6th of March 1957, amid 
joyous celebrations, Nkrumah addressed the crowd at the old Accra Polo Ground, ushering in 

Ghana's independence just after midnight. In a rousing & emotional speech, he addressed a crowd 
estimated to be around 100,000 in strength, declaring "The battle has ended - Ghana is free 

forever".

 Ghana-pedia You Tube video clip of Dr Kwame Nkrumah's independence speech on the Accra Polo Grounds on the 6th of March 1957. This rare colour footage 
captures the colour and excitement in the crowd on this high point of Dr Kwame Nkrumah's life, when his struggles to gain indepedence from colonial rule were 

finally realized.

(March 1957)

 

 

Nkrumah's high-profile political career after independence was seen at international & domestic 
level.

Nkrumah inherited the independent country christened Ghana, with a reasonably strong economy, 
infrastructure, and administration. However, reform was necessary to modernize the health, 

education, and infrastructure.

While health care was modernized in the major cities of Ghana, health services were extended to 
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regional areas that previously had little or no access to health care. Education was radically 
changed, with an ambitious project that allowed education from primary to tertiary studies to 

become virtually free of cost. Urban redevelopment was planned, with Accra turning into a modern 
sprawling urban metropolis, television & radio stations were also opened, and a swathe of new 
services commenced, which eventually saw the commencement of a national airline, Ghana 

Airways, and a shipping line, Black Star Line.

 

Internationally, Dr Nkrumah was now widely regarded as the most important African pan-activist, 
and an inspiration throughout Africa for those countries seeking independence from foreign rule.

At a time of Ghana's independence, when only eight African countries (including Ghana) were not 
under some form of colonial administration, he played a leading role in attempting to develop pan-

African unity, attempting to bring the political union of the emerging states of Africa.

In December 1958, 200 delegates from 28 African nations gathered in Accra for the first All-African 
People's Conference, chaired by Dr Nkrumah. Nkrumah envisaged a "United States Of Africa", and 

eventually, a significant portion of Ghana's annual budget was allocated to support African 
independence movements. The meeting fueled the resolve of many notable activist seeking 

independence in their home countries. Although he would ultimately not be entirely successful in 
his aims, Nkrumah's vision would see a host of colonial African nations obtain independence within 

the next decade.

As a democracy, Nkrumah would naturally be required to compete with a rival party. In 1957, 
legislation was pass that would make any party confined to or indentifiable to any racial, ethnic, or 
religious groups illegal. This Act disbanded several parties, which regroup to form the United Party. 
The leader of the UP, and Nkrumah's main political opponent, became Dr Kofi Abresi Busia, who 
had formed one of the disbanded parties, the Ghana Congress Party, between 1952-1954. He had 

then joined the National Liberation Movement under Dr J.B. Danquah.

 Ghana-pedia You Tube video clip showing newsreel footage of the All-African People's Convention held in Accra in December 1958. Chaired by Dr Nkrumah, 
activist from 28 African countries attended, where Nkrumah pushed for independence from colonialism, and envisaged a "United States Of Africa".

(December 1958)

 

 

Nkrumah looked to involve himself personally in these external affairs, becoming an ally of any 
activist in the region looking to end colonialism. Soon after the AAPC meeting, he brokered the 
Ghana-Guinea Union, which granted a loan to Ahmed Sékou Touré in May 1959, which allowed 
Sékou Touré to opt for Guinean independence after rejecting proposals by the French President, 

Charles de Gaulle, to join the Communauté Française, in 1958.

Guinea became the only French territory to break away from it's colonial rule, however, all other 
French territories in Sub-Saharan Africa obtain their independence in 1960. Due to his support of 

the fledgling independent country of Guinea, Nkrumah became President Sékou Touré's closest ally.

http://www.youtube.com/user/Ghanapedia
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The agreement to loan Ahmed Sékou Touré £10 million sterling to form a government in Guinea 
was strongly criticized by Dr Busia & the UP, citing that there was no guarantee that Guinea would 
ever have the capacity to pay the money back, except in the distant future, and labelling the grant of 

such a loan as 'irresponsible'. Regardless, Nkrumah agreed to loan the money, thus guaranteeing 
himself an important regional ally.

 Ghana-pedia You Tube video clip of Dr Kwame Nkrumah at a football match at Accra Stadium in 1957, during the visit of champion Blackpool FC 
(England) outside right/forward winger, Sir Stanley Matthews, who played several honourary games for Ghanaian league team, Accra Hearts Of Oak SC.

(1957)

 

 

This period was without doubt the high point of Nkrumah’s rule, and as if to highlight this, he 
married a beautiful young Egyptian bank employee who was an unknown in political or social 
circles and from a middle-class Egyptian family, Fathia Helen Ritzik, on the 31st of December 

1957.

Fathia's mother had refused to give her blessing to the union, as her brother had left Egypt with his 
English wife, but Fathia nontheless accepted Nkrumah's marriage proposal. This union also 

cemented a strong relationship with the Egyptian President, Gamal Abdel Nasser, and Nkrumah 
would eventually father three children with Fathia - Samia (named after his mother-in law), and 

Sékou & Gamal (named after the Guinean & Egyptian leaders).

To Ghanaians, Fathia seemed to keep a low profile throughout the period of Nkrumah's rule, 
although this may partly be due to language difficulties. For while she was fluent in Arabic & 

French, her knowledge of English, Ghana's official language, was limited, although in time this did 
improve. Strangely, she was often not present with Nkrumah during state visits, and she would not 

see Nkrumah ever again after he was removed from office in 1966. 

Domestically, Nkrumah's administration saw vital infrastructure built or improved, most 
importantly the road network, which was in a poor state at the time of independence, and a rail 

network, which linked Accra with Tema, which replaced Takoradi as Ghana's main sea port. Further 
rail lines were also developed between Accra, Takoradi, and Kumasi.

Much of this was created to provide better transport for Ghana's major exports, particularly it's most 
important export, cocoa. However, while agricultural policies were implemented which would 

increase the nation's output of cocoa, the increase in cocoa output led to a decline in World cocoa 
prices, and Ghana began to suffer economically as a result of the collapse in the market.

In 1958, he introduced the Preventative Detention Act, allowing arrest without charge, and 
imprisonment without trial, against those who were deemed to be conspiring to overthrow his 

administration. As time went on, this measure, initially sounding somewhat "temporary" in nature, 
would see Ghana turn into a one-party state where dissent would not be tolerated.
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 Dr Kwame Nkrumah reviews a band of "supporters" of the Preventative Detention Act during a parade in Accra. This public demonstration was highly likely to 
have been staged to whip up support for this somewhat draconian measure - Nkrumah's Preventative Detention Act would eventually rob many Ghanaians of the 

very civil liberties that Nkrumah himself fought for, and make any opposition to any of his policies forbidden by law, and would later make his assention 
to "President For Life" a smooth process.

(1958)

 

 

On the 3rd of March 1960, Nkrumah announced his plan to make Ghana a Republic, and announced 
that Presidential elections would take place. Within six weeks, the first of three rounds of elections 

took place, and Nkrumah was elected as the first President of the Republic of Ghana, in an 
overwhelming defeat of fellow former member of 'The Big Six', Dr John Boakye Danquah.

Much of the focus of Nkrumah's Presidency  seemed to revolve around Pan-African activism. His 
collaboration with Guinea morphed into further involvements, notably in the Belgian Congo, 

supporting another activist, Patrice Lumumba.

However, by the mid-1960s, despite his accomplishments in developing the African community, 
Nkrumah's domestic rule had became negative, and as time went on, almost despotic & dictatorial. 

At the time he ascended to power, the newly independent Ghana had one of the strongest economies 
in Africa, but by the time he lost power, Ghana was heading towards economic ruin, as a 

combination of corruption & inefficiency, and his attempts to industrialize Ghana came at the 
expense of the previously strong-performing cocoa-producing sector. Costly, and largely 

unsuccessful public works programs also took their toll on the economy.
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Dr Kwame Nkrumah meets with President John F. Kennedy in Washington during a state visit to the United States Of America.

(May 1961)

 

 

By the early 1960s, Ghanaians were beginning to become disillusioned with the policies of the 
Nkrumah administration. Opposition came from trade unions, judiciary, and the universities, 

which were all brought under tight government control. When railway workers went on strike in 
1961, Nkrumah ordered the organizers, and even had political leaders of the opposition party, 

arrested for conspiring against the government.

Soon after declaring himself as Osagyefo - Hero & Warrior - he was the target of an attempted 
assassination attempt. After meeting with the President of Upper Volta (now Burkina 

Faso), Maurice Yaméogo, a hand grenade was thrown at Nkrumah while he made an unscheduled 
stop to visit a small school at Kulungugu, in the Upper East Region of Ghana, on the 1st of August 

1962. The resulting explosion killed a schoolboy who was meeting Nkrumah, but Nkrumah 
survived with several grenade fragments lodged in his back.

Among Nkrumah's party was Dr Ebenezer Ako-Adjei, who had become Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and was a lifelong supporter of Nkrumah. Some weeks after the event, and with apparently 

no evidence, Dr Ako-Adjei was detained for conspiring in the plot to assassinate Nkrumah in the 
Kulungugu incident, along with Tawia Adamafio, the Minister for Information & Broadcasting, and 

H.H. Cofie-Crabbe, the Executive-Secretary of the CPP. The subsequent investigation by the 
Special Court in Accra also 'implicated' Nkrumah's former political rival, Dr Kofi A. Busia, who 

wisely stayed in exile abroad, and Emmanuel Obetsebi-Lamptey, who would die in his prison cell 
on the 28th of January 1963. 

Ako-Adjei, Tawia Adamafio, & H.H. Cofie-Crabbe were cleared by the Special Court, the Special 
Court decision was subjected to a tirade of abuse by Nkrumah on public radio, and the judges 

serving on the Special Court, one of which was Edward Akufo-Addo, were dismissed. Akufo-Addo 
was subsequently detained, and the case was retried. In the retrial, Ako-Adjei, Tawia Adamafio, & 
H.H. Cofie-Crabbe were sentenced to death by hanging on the 5th of February 1965, and their lives 

were only saved by a rather fortunate turn of future events.

In early February 1964, he won a nationwide referendum with one clear question - Yes or No. This 
was to determine whether or not he would be installed as "President For Life". In what was a clearly 

a heavily doctored result, of the three million voters that took part in the referendum, over 2.6 
million voted "Yes". Ghana was declared a one-party state, with . This measures, intending to 
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cement his position, instead led to further rumblings of discontent, particularly from the military.

 Ghana-pedia You Tube video clip shows colour footage of Dr Kwame Nkrumah visiting a village in the mid-1960s. Despite his confident demeanor, at this time, 
his hold on power was becoming increasingly tenuous, as Ghana's economy began to freefall, and political unrest began to sweep the country.

 

 

By 1966, his measures had made him increasingly unpopular amongst the Ghanaian population, and 
although his heavily-censored media made him appear as strong as ever to the outside World, 

Nkrumah was beginning to losing control.

Furthermore, during his reign, two members of "The Big Six" who had broken from Nkrumah and 
had become opponents, Emmanuel O. Obetsebi-Lamptey, and Dr J.B. Danquah (who had ran 

against Nkrumah in the 1960 Presidential election), had both died while in custody. The death of 
these popular figures, and former allies of Nkrumah during the pre-indepedence days, were both 

under dubious circumstances, and seemed to confirm his abuse of power, and led his popularity to 
decline even further.

 On the 23rd of February, 1966, Nkrumah left Ghana on a state visit of North Vietnam on the 
invitation of Ho Chi Minh, the North Vietnamese leader. Believing that he could 'fix' the 

international crisis that had evolved into the Vietnam War, he left amid much fanfare at the Accra 
Airport. His plane briefly stopped to visit President Abdul Gamel Nasser in Egypt. Queried by 

Nasser, who had received increasingly alarming reports about the deteriorating situation in Ghana, 
Nkrumah is reported to have replied, "The only problem with Ghana is that there are no problems".

The comment was certainly not true of the Ghana Army - several high ranking officers had been 
planning a coup against Nkrumah, and had been waiting for the right time to strike. Nkrumah's 
absence from the country was deemed to be the perfect time in which to do so, as the plotters 

deduced that resistance would be less stubborn with Nkrumah out of the country, and Nkrumah 
himself would be neutralized.

 Continuing his journey, Nkrumah left for Peking, the capital of the People's Republic Of China. It 
was during his flight that Operation Cold Chop, the military coup d'etat to overthrow 

Nkrumah, swung into action on the 24th of February, 1966.

In the early hours of that morning, the plotters, under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Emmanuel K. Kotoka of the 2nd Infantry Brigade, and another of the unit's officers, Major Akwasi 

A. Afrifa, set out on the pretext of preparing their forces for Nkrumah's planned (and very 
unpopular) intervention in Rhodesia. Reports of the convoy, over 600 troops strong, reached Police 
Headquarters in Accra, but got no further than the Inspector-General Of Police, John W.K. Harlley, 

who was also part of the plot, and therefore made no effort to block their advance on the capital.

By the time Nkrumah arrived in Peking, the Chinese government were already aware that a coup 
d'etat was taking place in Ghana, courtesy of their embassy based in Accra. While Nkrumah was 
stepping off the plane to a welcome befitting a visiting stateman, the last vestiges of resistance in 
Accra collapsing, with the defeat of the President's Own Guard Regiment at Flagstaff House, after 
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the earlier death of his loyal Army commander, Major-General Barwah, after resisting arrest from 
troops involved in the coup.

 Lieutenant-General Joseph Arthur Ankrah, was installed as the head of a new military junta, the 
National Liberation Council, and served along with other key Ghana Army officers involved 

in Operation Cold Chop, Lt-Colonel Kotoka, Major Afrifa, and IGP Harlley.

The new régime quickly aligned itself with the Western powers, and denounced many of the 
policies of the Nkrumah government. Articles published immediately after the successful coup 

d'etat were increasingly negative towards Nkrumah, with articles alledging Nkrumah's 
misappropriation of public money to fund his own extravagant lifestyle appearing. One article 

featured a story of a large villa built in the suburbs of Cairo, where Nkrumah's wife, Fathia, moved 
after being permitted to leave Ghana on the day of Operation Cold Chop. Another bold headline 

even proclaimed a "death sentence in absentia" against Nkrumah, although this was not an official 
sentence passed by the Ghana law courts, but rather a tribal sentence handed down in the Brong-

Ahafo Region.

Nkrumah himself was shattered on hearing the news that he had been overthrown when he arrived 
in Peking. He could not believe that he had been betrayed after doing so much for Ghana, 

apparently rattling off a list of projects that had been completed under his rule. He convinced 
himself that the success of the coup would only be brief, perhaps even days, and that he would soon 

be restored to power. He was also quick blame the western powers for supporting the coup d'etat, 
and although he apparently made this accusation without any basis.

Indeed, it is unlikely that his socialist leanings, and his highly-publicised breaking of ties with 
Britain in December 1965 had not won him any support in the west.

Perhaps partly because of Nkrumah's own beliefs, and from the books he authored in the years after 
the coup, it is generally accepted that the US Counter-Intelligence Agency backed Operation Cold 
Chop and it's plotters. However, it appears now that if any support did come from the CIA to the 

officers responsible for Operation Cold Chop, it was ideological support rather than material 
support, and based more on recognizing the new régime in the event of the coup's success.

In a very noble sign of respect, Fathia Nkrumah, was allowed to leave Ghana on the day of the 
coup. Detained at a military roadblock, the key players of Operation Cold Chop did not seek any 

kind of retribution against the wife of Dr Nkrumah, and permitted Fathia & her party (which 
included her three children) to head to Accra Airport, where she was able to board a flight to return 

to Cairo.

Nkrumah left Peking for Moscow, believing he would get the full support of the Soviet Union to re-
install himself as Ghana's President. The Soviet Premier, Nikita Kruschev, gave vague assurances of 

assistance, and sent Nkrumah to Guinea to be hosted by President Sékou Touré in the Guinean 
capital, Conakry. However, no assistance from the Soviet Union ever materialised, and with popular 

support of the National Liberation Council evident, with demonstrations against Nkrumah's rule 
occuring all over Ghana, any serious intentions to return Nkrumah to power were quickly 

dashed. Nkrumah eventually took up an invitation by President Sékou Touré to become the 
honorary Co-President of Guinea.

In Guinea, Nkrumah continued to write, and he released several books about his removal from 
power, most of which clearly blamed western intervention in allowing the plot to remove him from 

power to succeed. He became increasingly paranoid, and eventually started to make less public 
appearances.

Diagnosed with prostate cancer, and with his health failing, he was given treatment in Guinea, 
before being flown to Romania in August of 1971 for specialist treatment. He remained in 

Romania until his death in a Bucharest hospital on the 27th of April, 1972.
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 Ghana-pedia You Tube video clip from the short series by The History Channel, "The World Before Us", that chronicles the rise & fall of Dr Kwame Nkrumah, 
and the legacy he left behind.

 

 

Initially buried in a tomb in Nkroful, his remains were transfered to a memorial shrine in Accra, the 
Kwame Nkrumah Memorial, constructed on the site of Nkrumah's triumphant speech in 1957, under 

the government of President Jeremiah J. Rawlings, in 1992. The site includes a mausoleum 
containing the remains of Dr Nkrumah, surrounded by well landscaped grounds with statues, 
gardens, and water features. A museum at the site also displays rare photographs and personal 

effects from his life. A large statue of Nkrumah, which stood at Flagstaff House during his reign, 
and was knocked down and decapitated during Operation Cold Chop, is also on display in the 

gardens.

When Nkrumah's wife, Fathia, died in Cairo on the 31st of May 2007, her remains were brought 
from Cairo after a memorial service there to Accra, and she was interred alongside Dr Nkrumah in 

the Kwame Nkrumah Memorial Park's mausoleum.

 

 

While pan-Africanists outside of Ghana revered Nkrumah, for many years, future régimes and 
governments in Ghana itself would denounce both Nkrumah and his policies. Notably, when 

Colonel I.K. Acheampong seized power in a bloodless coup d'etat on the 13th of January 1972, his 
first radio address denounced the failings of the Prime Minister Busia's economic policies as 

being borne out of adopting "Nkrumah policies".

Indeed, it was not until the period of rule by John J. Rawlings that Ghana's 'official' attitude towards 
Nkrumah changed from reviled to revered. While he always received many accolades as the founder 

of an independent Ghana, the strong nationalist attitude of the Rawlings years saw Dr Kwame 
Nkrumah restored to 'hero-status', after many years of régimes & governments distancing 

themselves from his memory, largely on account of the excesses of his final years of rule. Many of 
his shortcomings, particulary his failed economic policies, and his treatment of political opponents, 

are now largely ignored by the modern Ghanian, and he is rather recognized for his efforts in the 
pan-African movement, and as the father of an independent Ghana.

Many projects, institutions & departments that were founded under the period of Nkrumah's rule 
still survive today. Ghana's main source of electricity, the Akosombo Dam, was commissioned by 
Nkrumah's government, and opened by Nkrumah himself on the 23rd of January 1966, just weeks 
before Operation Cold Chop removed him from power. The main arterial between Accra & Tema, 
the Kwame Nkrumah Motorway, was also commissioned during Nkrumah's rule, and continues as 

the main roadway between the two cities. The port city of Tema, now the location of Ghana's 
primary sea port, owes much of it's development from a sleepy fishing village, to one of Ghana's 
major cities, to Nkrumah's decision to change the country's major sea port from Takoradi, in the 

Western Region.
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Nkrumah's former Sikorsky helicopter is on display in the Aburi Botanical Gardens in the Eastern 
Region of Ghana, although it is exposed to the elements, and forms a curious attraction as it 

slowly breaks down in the renowned gardens.
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