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Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 
Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare

Signed at Geneva: 17 June 1925 
Entered into force: for each signatory as from the date of deposit of its ratification; 
accessions take effect 
on the date of the notification by the depositary Government 
Depositary Government: France 

The Undersigned Plenipotentiaries, in the name of their respective Governments: 

Whereas the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and of all analogous 
liquids, materials or devices, has been justly condemned by the general opinion of the 
civilized world; and 

Whereas the prohibition of such use has been declared in Treaties to which the majority of 
Powers of the world are Parties; and 

To the end that this prohibition shall be universally accepted as a part of International Law, 
binding alike the conscience and the practice of nations; 

Declare: 

That the High Contracting Parties, so far as they are not already Parties to Treaties 
prohibiting such use, accept this prohibition, agree to extend this prohibition to the use of 
bacteriological methods of warfare and agree to be bound as between themselves 
according to the terms of this declaration.

The High Contracting Parties will exert every effort to induce other States to accede to the 
present Protocol. Such accession will be notified to the Government of the French 
Republic, and by the latter to all signatory and acceding Powers, and will take effect on the 
date of the notification by the Government of the French Republic.

The present Protocol, of which the English and French texts are both authentic, shall be 
ratified as soon as possible. It shall bear to-day's date.

The ratifications of the present Protocol shall be addressed to the Government of the 
French Republic, which will at once notify the deposit of such ratification to each of the 
signatory and acceding Powers.

The instruments of ratification of and accession to the present Protocol will remain 
deposited in the archives of the Government of the French Republic.

The present Protocol will come into force for each signatory Power as from the date of 
deposit of its ratification, and, from that moment, each Power will be bound as regards 
other Powers which have already deposited their ratifications.

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Protocol.

Done at Geneva in a single copy, the seventeenth day of June, One Thousand Nine 
Hundred and Twenty-Five. 



The Antarctic Treaty

Signed at Washington: 1 December 1959
Entered into force: 23 June 1961 
Depositary Government: United States of America 

The Governments of Argentina, Australia Belgium, Chile, the French Republic, Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, the Union of South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America,

Recognizing that it is in the interest of all mankind that Antarctica shall continue forever to 
be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and shall not become the scene or object of 
international discord;

Acknowledging the substantial contributions to scientific knowledge resulting from 
international co-operation in scientific investigation in Antarctica;

Convinced that the establishment of a firm foundation for the continuation and 
development of such co-operation on the basis of freedom of scientific investigation in 
Antarctica as applied during the International Geophysical Year accords with the interests 
of science and the progress of all mankind;

Convinced also that a treaty ensuring the use of Antarctica for peaceful purposes only and 
the continuance of international harmony in Antarctica will further the purposes and 
principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations;

Have agreed as follows:
Article I 

1. Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only. There shall be prohibited, inter alia, 
any measures of a military nature, such as the establishment of military bases and 
fortifications, the carrying out of military maneuvers, as well as the testing of any types of 
weapons.

2. The present Treaty shall not prevent the use of military personnel or equipment for 
scientific research or for any other peaceful purpose.

Article II

Freedom of scientific investigation in Antarctica and co-operation toward that end, as 
applied during the International Geophysical Year, shall continue, subject to the provisions 
of the present Treaty.

Article III

1. In order to promote international co-operation in scientific investigation in Antarctica, as 
provided for in Article II of the present Treaty, the Contracting Parties agree that, to the 
greatest extent
feasible and practicable: 

a) information regarding plans for scientific programs in Antarctica shall be exchanged to 
permit maximum economy and efficiency of operations;



b) scientific personnel shall be exchanged in Antarctica between expeditions and stations;

c) scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and made freely 
available.

2. In implementing this Article, every encouragement shall be given to the establishment of 
co-operative working relations with those Specialized Agencies of the United Nations and 
other international organizations having a scientific or technical interest in Antarctica.

Article IV

1. Nothing contained in the present Treaty shall be interpreted as:

a) a renunciation by any Contracting Party of previously asserted rights of or claims to 
territorial sovereignty in Antarctica;

b) a renunciation or diminution by any Contracting Party of any basis of claim to territorial 
sovereignty in Antarctica which it may have whether as a result of its activities or those of 
its nationals in Antarctica, or otherwise;

c) prejudicing the position of any Contracting Party as regards its recognition or non-
recognition of any other State's right of or claim or basis of claim to territorial sovereignty in 
Antarctica.

2. No acts or activities taking place while the present Treaty is in force shall constitute a 
basis for asserting, supporting or denying a claim to territorial sovereignty in Antarctica or 
create any rights of sovereignty in Antarctica. No new claim, or enlargement of an existing 
claim, to territorial sovereignty in Antarctica shall be asserted while the present Treaty is in 
force.

Article V

1. Any nuclear explosions in Antarctica and the disposal there of radioactive waste material 
shall be prohibited.

2. In the event of the conclusion of international agreements concerning the use of nuclear 
energy, including nuclear explosions and the disposal of radioactive waste material, to 
which all the Contracting Parties whose representatives are entitled to participate in the 
meetings provided for under Article IX are parties, the rules established under such 
agreements shall apply in Antarctica.

Article VI

The provisions of the present Treaty shall apply to the area south of 60o South Latitude, 
including all ice shelves, but nothing in the present Treaty shall prejudice or in any way 
affect the rights, or the exercise of the rights, of any State under international law with 
regard to the high seas within that area.

Article VII

1. In order to promote the objectives and ensure the observance of the provisions of the 
present Treaty, each Contracting Party whose representatives are entitled to participate in 
the meetings referred to in Article IX of the Treaty shall have the right to designate 
observers to carry out any inspection provided for by the present Article. Observers shall 
be nationals of the Contracting Parties which designate them. The names of observers 



shall be communicated to every other Contracting Party having the right to designate 
observers, and like notice shall be given of the termination of their appointment.

2. Each observer designated in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this 
Article shall have complete freedom of access at any time to any or all areas of Antarctica.

3. All areas of Antarctica, including all stations, installations and equipment within those 
areas, and all ships and aircraft at points of discharging or embarking cargoes or 
personnel in Antarctica, shall be open at all times to inspection by any observers 
designated in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

4. Aerial observation may be carried out at any time over any or all areas of Antarctica by 
any of the Contracting Parties having the right to designate observers.

5. Each Contracting Party shall, at the time when the present Treaty enters into force for it, 
inform the other Contracting Parties, and thereafter shall give them notice in advance, of

a) all expeditions to and within Antarctica, on the part of its ships or nationals, and all 
expeditions to Antarctica organized in or proceeding from its territory;

b) all stations in Antarctica occupied by its nationals; and

c) any military personnel or equipment intended to be introduced by it into Antarctica 
subject to the conditions prescribed in paragraph 2 of Article I of the present Treaty.

Article VIII

1. In order to facilitate the exercise of their functions under the present Treaty, and without 
prejudice to the respective positions of the Contracting Parties relating to jurisdiction over 
all other persons in Antarctica, observers designated under paragraph 1 of Article VII and 
scientific personnel exchanged under subparagraph 1 (b) of Article III of the Treaty, and 
members of the staffs accompanying any such persons, shall be subject only to the 
jurisdiction of the Contracting Party of which they are nationals in respect of all acts or 
omissions occurring while they are in Antarctica for the purpose of exercising their 
functions.

2. Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article, and pending the 
adoption of measures in pursuance of subparagraph 1 (e) of Article IX, the Contracting 
Parties concerned in any case of dispute with regard to the exercise of jurisdiction in 
Antarctica shall immediately consult together with a view to reaching a mutually acceptable 
solution.

Article IX

1. Representatives of the Contracting Parties named in the preamble to the present Treaty 
shall meet at the City of Canberra within two months after the date of entry into force of the 
Treaty, and thereafter at suitable intervals and places, for the purpose of exchanging 
information, consulting together on matters of common interest pertaining to Antarctica, 
and formulating and considering, and recommending to their Governments, measures in 
furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Treaty, including measures regarding:

a) use of Antarctica for peaceful purposes only; 
b) facilitation of scientific research in Antarctica;
c) facilitation of international scientific cooperation in Antarctica;



d) facilitation of the exercise of the rights of inspection provided for in Article VII of the 
Treaty;
e) questions relating to the exercise of jurisdiction in Antarctica;
f) preservation and conservation of living resources in Antarctica.

2. Each Contracting Party which has become a party to the present Treaty by accession 
under Article XIII shall be entitled to appoint representatives to participate in the meetings 
referred to in paragraph 1 of the present Article, during such time as that Contracting Party 
demonstrates its interest in Antarctica by conducting substantial scientific research activity 
there, such as the establishment of a scientific station or the despatch of a scientific 
expedition. 

3. Reports from the observers referred to in Article VII of the present Treaty shall be 
transmitted to the representatives of the Contracting Parties participating in the meetings 
referred to in paragraph 1 of the present Article. 

4. The measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall become effective when 
approved by all the Contracting Parties whose representatives were entitled to participate 
in the meetings held to consider those measures.

5. Any or all of the rights established in the present Treaty may be exercised as from the 
date of entry into force of the Treaty whether or not any measures facilitating the exercise 
of such rights have been proposed, considered or approved as provided in this Article.

Article X

Each of the Contracting Parties undertakes to exert appropriate efforts, consistent with the 
Charter of the United Nations, to the end that no one engages in any activity in Antarctica 
contrary to the principles or purposes of the present Treaty.

Article XI

1. If any dispute arises between two or more of the Contracting Parties concerning the 
interpretation or application of the present Treaty, those Contracting Parties shall consult 
among themselves with a view to having the dispute resolved by negotiation, inquiry, 
mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other peaceful means of their own 
choice.

2. Any dispute of this character not so resolved shall, with the consent, in each case, of all 
parties to the dispute, be referred to the International Court of Justice for settlement; but 
failure to reach agreement on reference to the International Court shall not absolve parties 
to the dispute from the responsibility of continuing to seek to resolve it by any of the 
various peaceful means referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article XII

1. a) The present Treaty may be modified or amended at any time by unanimous 
agreement of the Contracting Parties whose representatives are entitled to participate in 
the meeting provided for under Article IX. Any such modification or amendment shall enter 
into force when the depositary Government has received notice from all such contracting 
Parties that they have ratified it.

b) Such modification or amendment shall thereafter enter into force as to any other 
Contracting Policy when notice of ratification by it has been received by the depositary 
Government. Any such Contracting Party from which no notice of ratification is received 



within a period of two years from the date of entry into force of the modification or 
amendment in accordance with the provisions of subparagraph 1 
(a) of this Article shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the present Treaty on the date of 
the expiration of such period.

2. a) If after the expiration of thirty years from the date of entry into force of the present 
Treaty, any of the Contracting Parties whose representatives are entitled to participate in 
the meetings provided for under Article IX so requests by a communication addressed to 
the depositary Government, a Conference of all the Contracting Parties shall be held as 
soon as practicable to review the operation of the Treaty.

b) Any modification or amendment to the present Treaty which is approved at such a 
Conference by a majority of the Contracting Parties there represented, including a majority 
of those whose representatives are entitled to participate in the meetings provided for 
under Article IX, shall be communicated by the depositary Government to all the 
Contracting Parties immediately after the termination of the Conference and shall enter 
into force in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of the present Article.

c) If any such modification or amendment has not entered into force in accordance with the 
provisions of subparagraph 1 (a) of this Article within a period of two years after the date of 
its communication to all the Contracting Parties, any Contracting Party may at any time 
after the expiration of that period give notice to the depositary Government of its 
withdrawal from the present Treaty; and such withdrawal shall take effect two years after 
the receipt of the notice by the depositary Government.

Article XIII

1. The present Treaty shall be subject to ratification by the signatory States. It shall be 
open for accession by any State which is a Member of the United Nations, or by any other 
State which may be invited to accede to the Treaty with the consent of all the Contracting 
Parties whose representatives are entitled to participate in the meetings provided for under 
Article IX of the Treaty.

2. Ratification of or accession to the present Treaty shall be effected by each State in 
accordance with its constitutional processes.

3. Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the 
Government of the United States of America, hereby designated as the depositary 
Government.

4. The depositary Government shall inform all signatory and acceding States of the date of 
each deposit of an instrument of ratification or accession, and the date of entry into force 
of the Treaty and of any modification or amendment thereto.

5. Upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by all the signatory States, the present 
Treaty shall enter into force for these States and for States which have deposited 
instruments of accession. Thereafter the Treaty shall enter into force for any acceding 
State upon the deposit of its instruments of accession.

6. The present Treaty shall be registered by the depositary Government pursuant to Article 
102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article XIV



The present Treaty, done in the English, French, Russian and Spanish languages, each 
version being equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Government of 
the United States of America, which shall transmit duly certified copies thereof to the 
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

In witness whereof, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, duly authorized, have signed the 
present Treaty.

Done at Washington this first day of December, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine. 



Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and 
Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction

Opened for signature at Ottawa: 3-4 December 1997 

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Entered into force on 1 March 1999. 

Preamble

The States Parties,

Determined to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines, 
that kill or maim hundreds of people every week, mostly innocent and defenceless civilians 
and especially children, obstruct economic development and reconstruction, inhibit the 
repatriation of refugees and internally displaced persons, and have other severe 
consequences for years after emplacement,

Believing it necessary to do their utmost to contribute in an efficient and coordinated 
manner to face the challenge of removing anti-personnel mines placed throughout the 
world, and to assure their destruction, 

Wishing to do their utmost in providing assistance for the care and rehabilitation, including 
the social and economic reintegration of mine victims,

Recognizing that a total ban of anti-personnel mines would also be an important 
confidence-building measure,

Welcoming the adoption of the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 
Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, as amended on 3 May 1996, annexed to the 
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, and 
calling for the early ratification of this Protocol by all States which have not yet done so,

Welcoming also United Nations General Assembly Resolution 51/45 S of 10 December 
1996 urging all States to pursue vigorously an effective, legally-binding international 
agreement to ban the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-personnel 
landmines, 

Welcoming furthermore the measures taken over the past years, both unilaterally and 
multilaterally, aiming at prohibiting, restricting or suspending the use, stockpiling, 
production and transfer of anti-personnel mines,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of humanity as 
evidenced by the call for a total ban of anti-personnel mines and recognizing the efforts to 
that end undertaken by the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines and numerous other non-governmental 
organizations around the world, 

Recalling the Ottawa Declaration of 5 October 1996 and the Brussels Declaration of 27 
June 1997 urging the international community to negotiate an international and legally 
binding agreement prohibiting the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti-



personnel mines, 

Emphasizing the desirability of attracting the adherence of all States to this Convention, 
and determined to work strenuously towards the promotion of its universalization in all 
relevant fora including, inter alia, the United Nations, the Conference on Disarmament, 
regional organizations, and groupings, and review conferences of the Convention on 
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be 
Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,

Basing themselves on the principle of international humanitarian law that the right of the 
parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited, on 
the principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and 
materials and methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary 
suffering and on the principle that a distinction must be made between civilians and 
combatants, 

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

General obligations

1. Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances:

a) To use anti-personnel mines;
b) To develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer to anyone, directly 
or indirectly, anti-personnel mines;
c) To assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any activity prohibited 
to a State Party under this Convention.

2. Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-personnel 
mines in accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 

Article 2
Definitions

1. "Anti-personnel mine" means a mine designed to be exploded by the presence, 
proximity or contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure or kill one or more 
persons. Mines designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity or contact of a 
vehicle as opposed to a person, that are equipped with anti-handling devices, are not 
considered anti-personnel mines as a result of being so equipped.

2. "Mine" means a munition designed to be placed under, on or near the ground or other 
surface area and to be exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person or a 
vehicle.

3. "Anti-handling device" means a device intended to protect a mine and which is part of, 
linked to, attached to or placed under the mine and which activates when an attempt is 
made to tamper with or otherwise intentionally disturb the mine. 

4. "Transfer" involves, in addition to the physical movement of anti-personnel mines into or 
from national territory, the transfer of title to and control over the mines, but does not 
involve the transfer of territory containing emplaced anti-personnel mines.

5. "Mined area" means an area which is dangerous due to the presence or suspected 



presence of mines.
Article 3

Exceptions

1. Notwithstanding the general obligations under Article 1, the retention or transfer of a 
number of anti-personnel mines for the development of and training in mine detection, 
mine clearance, or mine destruction techniques is permitted. The amount of such mines 
shall not exceed the minimum number absolutely necessary for the above-mentioned 
purposes.

2. The transfer of anti-personnel mines for the purpose of destruction is permitted.
Article 4

Destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel mines

Except as provided for in Article 3, each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the 
destruction of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines it owns or possesses, or that are under 
its jurisdiction or control, as soon as possible but not later than four years after the entry 
into force of this Convention for that State Party.

Article 5
Destruction of anti-personnel mines in mined areas

1. Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-personnel 
mines in mined areas under its jurisdiction or control, as soon as possible but not later 
than ten years after the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party.

2. Each State Party shall make every effort to identify all areas under its jurisdiction or 
control in which anti-personnel mines are known or suspected to be emplaced and shall 
ensure as soon as possible that all anti-personnel mines in mined areas under its 
jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked, monitored and protected by fencing or other 
means, to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians, until all anti-personnel mines 
contained therein have been destroyed. The marking shall at least be to the standards set 
out in the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and 
Other Devices, as amended on 3 May 1996, annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or 
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be 
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects. 

3. If a State Party believes that it will be unable to destroy or ensure the destruction of all 
anti-personnel mines referred to in paragraph 1 within that time period, it may submit a 
request to a Meeting of the States Parties or a Review Conference for an extension of the 
deadline for completing the destruction of such anti-personnel mines, for a period of up to 
ten years.

4. Each request shall contain:

a) The duration of the proposed extension;
b) A detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposed extension, including:

(i) The preparation and status of work conducted under national 
demining programs;
(ii) The financial and technical means available to the State Party for 
the destruction of all the anti-personnel mines; and 
(iii) Circumstances which impede the ability of the State Party to 



destroy all the anti-personnel mines in mined areas; 
c) The humanitarian, social, economic, and environmental implications of the extension; 
and
d) Any other information relevant to the request for the proposed extension. 

5. The Meeting of the States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into 
consideration the factors contained in paragraph 4, assess the request and decide by a 
majority of votes of States Parties present and voting whether to grant the request for an 
extension period. 

6. Such an extension may be renewed upon the submission of a new request in 
accordance with paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of this Article. In requesting a further extension 
period a State Party shall submit relevant additional information on what has been 
undertaken in the previous extension period pursuant to this Article.

Article 6
International cooperation and assistance

1. In fulfilling its obligations under this Convention each State Party has the right to seek 
and receive assistance, where feasible, from other States Parties to the extent possible.

2. Each State Party undertakes to facilitate and shall have the right to participate in the 
fullest possible exchange of equipment, material and scientific and technological 
information concerning the implementation of this Convention. The States Parties shall not 
impose undue restrictions on the provision of mine clearance equipment and related 
technological information for humanitarian purposes.

3. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the care and 
rehabilitation, and social and economic reintegration, of mine victims and for mine 
awareness programs. Such assistance may be provided, inter alia, through the United 
Nations system, international, regional or national organizations or institutions, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies 
and their International Federation, non-governmental organizations, or on a bilateral basis.

4. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for mine clearance and 
related activities. Such assistance may be provided, inter alia, through the United Nations 
system, international or regional organizations or institutions, non-governmental 
organizations or institutions, or on a bilateral basis, or by contributing to the United Nations 
Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Clearance, or other regional funds that deal 
with demining. 

5. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the destruction of 
stockpiled anti-personnel mines.

6. Each State Party undertakes to provide information to the database on mine clearance 
established within the United Nations system, especially information concerning various 
means and technologies of mine clearance, and lists of experts, expert agencies or 
national points of contact on mine clearance. 

7. States Parties may request the United Nations, regional organizations, other States 
Parties or other competent intergovernmental or non-governmental fora to assist its 
authorities in the elaboration of a national demining program to determine, inter alia:



a) The extent and scope of the anti-personnel mine problem;
b) The financial, technological and human resources that are required for the 
implementation of the program;
c) The estimated number of years necessary to destroy all anti-personnel mines in mined 
areas under the jurisdiction or control of the concerned State Party;
d) Mine awareness activities to reduce the incidence of mine-related injuries or deaths;
e) Assistance to mine victims;
f) The relationship between the Government of the concerned State Party and the relevant 
governmental, inter-governmental or non-governmental entities that will work in the 
implementation of the program. 

8. Each State Party giving and receiving assistance under the provisions of this Article 
shall cooperate with a view to ensuring the full and prompt implementation of agreed 
assistance programs.

Article 7
Transparency measures

1. Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations as soon as 
practicable, and in any event not later than 180 days after the entry into force of this 
Convention for that State Party on:

a) The national implementation measures referred to in Article 9;
b) The total of all stockpiled anti-personnel mines owned or possessed by it, or under its 
jurisdiction or control, to include a breakdown of the type, quantity and, if possible, lot 
numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine stockpiled;
c) To the extent possible, the location of all mined areas that contain, or are suspected to 
contain, anti-personnel mines under its jurisdiction or control, to include as much detail as 
possible regarding the type and quantity of each type of anti-personnel mine in each mined 
area and when they were emplaced;
d) The types, quantities and, if possible, lot numbers of all anti-personnel mines retained or 
transferred for the development of and training in mine detection, mine clearance or mine 
destruction techniques, or transferred for the purpose of destruction, as well as the 
institutions authorized by a State Party to retain or transfer anti-personnel mines, in 
accordance with Article 3; 
e) The status of programs for the conversion or de-commissioning of anti-personnel mine 
production facilities; 
f) The status of programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines in accordance with 
Articles 4 and 5, including details of the methods which will be used in destruction, the 
location of all destruction sites and the applicable safety and environmental standards to 
be observed; 
g) The types and quantities of all anti-personnel mines destroyed after the entry into force 
of this Convention for that State Party, to include a breakdown of the quantity of each type 
of anti-personnel mine destroyed, in accordance with Articles 4 and 5, respectively, along 
with, if possible, the lot numbers of each type of anti-personnel mine in the case of 
destruction in accordance with Article 4;
h) The technical characteristics of each type of anti-personnel mine produced, to the 
extent known, and those currently owned or possessed by a State Party, giving, where 
reasonably possible, such categories of information as may facilitate identification and 
clearance of anti-personnel mines; at a minimum, this information shall include the 
dimensions, fusing, explosive content, metallic content, colour photographs and other 



information which may facilitate mine clearance; and
i) The measures taken to provide an immediate and effective warning to the population in 
relation to all areas identified under paragraph 2 of Article 5.

2. The information provided in accordance with this Article shall be updated by the States 
Parties annually, covering the last calendar year, and reported to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations not later than 30 April of each year. 

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit all such reports received to 
the States Parties.

Article 8
Facilitation and clarification of compliance

1. The States Parties agree to consult and cooperate with each other regarding the 
implementation of the provisions of this Convention, and to work together in a spirit of 
cooperation to facilitate compliance by States Parties with their obligations under this 
Convention.

2. If one or more States Parties wish to clarify and seek to resolve questions relating to 
compliance with the provisions of this Convention by another State Party, it may submit, 
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a Request for Clarification of that 
matter to that State Party. Such a request shall be accompanied by all appropriate 
information. Each State Party shall refrain from unfounded Requests for Clarification, care 
being taken to avoid abuse. A State Party that receives a Request for Clarification shall 
provide, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, within 28 days to the 
requesting State Party all information which would assist in clarifying this matter.

3. If the requesting State Party does not receive a response through the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations within that time period, or deems the response to the Request for 
Clarification to be unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter through the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations to the next Meeting of the States Parties. The Secretary-General of 
the United Nations shall transmit the submission, accompanied by all appropriate 
information pertaining to the Request for Clarification, to all States Parties. All such 
information shall be presented to the requested State Party which shall have the right to 
respond. 

4. Pending the convening of any meeting of the States Parties, any of the States Parties 
concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to exercise his or her 
good offices to facilitate the clarification requested.

5. The requesting State Party may propose through the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations the convening of a Special Meeting of the States Parties to consider the matter. 
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall thereupon communicate this proposal 
and all information submitted by the States Parties concerned, to all States Parties with a 
request that they indicate whether they favour a Special Meeting of the States Parties, for 
the purpose of considering the matter. In the event that within 14 days from the date of 
such communication, at least one-third of the States Parties favours such a Special 
Meeting, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene this Special Meeting 
of the States Parties within a further 14 days. A quorum for this Meeting shall consist of a 
majority of States Parties. 

6. The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties, as the 



case may be, shall first determine whether to consider the matter further, taking into 
account all information submitted by the States Parties concerned. The Meeting of the 
States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties shall make every effort to reach 
a decision by consensus. If despite all efforts to that end no agreement has been reached, 
it shall take this decision by a majority of States Parties present and voting.

7. All States Parties shall cooperate fully with the Meeting of the States Parties or the 
Special Meeting of the States Parties in the fulfilment of its review of the matter, including 
any fact-finding missions that are authorized in accordance with paragraph 8.

8. If further clarification is required, the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special 
Meeting of the States Parties shall authorize a fact-finding mission and decide on its 
mandate by a majority of States Parties present and voting. At any time the requested 
State Party may invite a fact-finding mission to its territory. Such a mission shall take place 
without a decision by a Meeting of the States Parties or a Special Meeting of the States 
Parties to authorize such a mission. The mission, consisting of up to 9 experts, designated 
and approved in accordance with paragraphs 9 and 10, may collect additional information 
on the spot or in other places directly related to the alleged compliance issue under the 
jurisdiction or control of the requested State Party.

9. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare and update a list of the 
names, nationalities and other relevant data of qualified experts provided by States Parties 
and communicate it to all States Parties. Any expert included on this list shall be regarded 
as designated for all fact-finding missions unless a State Party declares its non-
acceptance in writing. In the event of non-acceptance, the expert shall not participate in 
fact-finding missions on the territory or any other place under the jurisdiction or control of 
the objecting State Party, if the non-acceptance was declared prior to the appointment of 
the expert to such missions. 

10. Upon receiving a request from the Meeting of the States Parties or a Special Meeting 
of the States Parties, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, after consultations 
with the requested State Party, appoint the members of the mission, including its leader. 
Nationals of States Parties requesting the fact-finding mission or directly affected by it shall 
not be appointed to the mission. The members of the fact-finding mission shall enjoy 
privileges and immunities under Article VI of the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations, adopted on 13 February 1946.

11. Upon at least 72 hours notice, the members of the fact-finding mission shall arrive in 
the territory of the requested State Party at the earliest opportunity. The requested State 
Party shall take the necessary administrative measures to receive, transport and 
accommodate the mission, and shall be responsible for ensuring the security of the 
mission to the maximum extent possible while they are on territory under its control.

12. Without prejudice to the sovereignty of the requested State Party, the fact-finding 
mission may bring into the territory of the requested State Party the necessary equipment 
which shall be used exclusively for gathering information on the alleged compliance issue. 
Prior to its arrival, the mission will advise the requested State Party of the equipment that it 
intends to utilize in the course of its fact-finding mission.

13. The requested State Party shall make all efforts to ensure that the fact-finding mission 
is given the opportunity to speak with all relevant persons who may be able to provide 
information related to the alleged compliance issue.



14. The requested State Party shall grant access for the fact-finding mission to all areas 
and installations under its control where facts relevant to the compliance issue could be 
expected to be collected. This shall be subject to any arrangements that the requested 
State Party considers necessary for:

a) The protection of sensitive equipment, information and areas; 
b) The protection of any constitutional obligations the requested State Party may have with 
regard to proprietary rights, searches and seizures, or other constitutional rights; or
c) The physical protection and safety of the members of the fact-finding mission.

In the event that the requested State Party makes such arrangements, it shall make every 
reasonable effort to demonstrate through alternative means its compliance with this 
Convention. 

15. The fact-finding mission may remain in the territory of the State Party concerned for no 
more than 14 days, and at any particular site no more than 7 days, unless otherwise 
agreed.

16. All information provided in confidence and not related to the subject matter of the fact-
finding mission shall be treated on a confidential basis.

17. The fact-finding mission shall report, through the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, to the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties 
the results of its findings. 

18. The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties shall 
consider all relevant information, including the report submitted by the fact-finding mission, 
and may request the requested State Party to take measures to address the compliance 
issue within a specified period of time. The requested State Party shall report on all 
measures taken in response to this request. 

19. The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties may 
suggest to the States Parties concerned ways and means to further clarify or resolve the 
matter under consideration, including the initiation of appropriate procedures in conformity 
with international law. In circumstances where the issue at hand is determined to be due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the requested 
State Party, the Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties 
may recommend appropriate measures, including the use of cooperative measures 
referred to in Article 6.

20. The Meeting of the States Parties or the Special Meeting of the States Parties shall 
make every effort to reach its decisions referred to in paragraphs 18 and 19 by consensus, 
otherwise by a two-thirds majority of States Parties present and voting.

Article 9
National implementation measures

Each State Party shall take all appropriate legal, administrative and other measures, 
including the imposition of penal sanctions, to prevent and suppress any activity prohibited 
to a State Party under this Convention undertaken by persons or on territory under its 
jurisdiction or control.

Article 10



Settlement of disputes

1. The States Parties shall consult and cooperate with each other to settle any dispute that 
may arise with regard to the application or the interpretation of this Convention. Each State 
Party may bring any such dispute before the Meeting of the States Parties. 

2. The Meeting of the States Parties may contribute to the settlement of the dispute by 
whatever means it deems appropriate, including offering its good offices, calling upon the 
States parties to a dispute to start the settlement procedure of their choice and 
recommending a time-limit for any agreed procedure.

3. This Article is without prejudice to the provisions of this Convention on facilitation and 
clarification of compliance.

Article 11
Meetings of the States Parties

1. The States Parties shall meet regularly in order to consider any matter with regard to the 
application or implementation of this Convention, including:

a) The operation and status of this Convention;
b) Matters arising from the reports submitted under the provisions of this Convention; 
c) International cooperation and assistance in accordance with Article 6;
d) The development of technologies to clear anti-personnel mines;
e) Submissions of States Parties under Article 8; and
f) Decisions relating to submissions of States Parties as provided for in 
Article 5.

2. The First Meeting of the States Parties shall be convened by the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations within one year after the entry into force of this Convention. The 
subsequent meetings shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
annually until the first Review Conference. 

3. Under the conditions set out in Article 8, the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
shall convene a Special Meeting of the States Parties.

4. States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant 
international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental organizations may be invited 
to attend these meetings as observers in accordance with the agreed Rules of Procedure. 

Article 12
Review Conferences 

1. A Review Conference shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
five years after the entry into force of this Convention. Further Review Conferences shall 
be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations if so requested by one or 
more States Parties, provided that the interval between Review Conferences shall in no 
case be less than five years. All States Parties to this Convention shall be invited to each 
Review Conference.

2. The purpose of the Review Conference shall be:



a) To review the operation and status of this Convention;
b) To consider the need for and the interval between further Meetings of the States Parties 
referred to in paragraph 2 of Article 11; 
c) To take decisions on submissions of States Parties as provided for in Article 5; and
d) To adopt, if necessary, in its final report conclusions related to the implementation of this 
Convention.

3. States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant 
international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental organizations may be invited 
to attend each Review Conference as observers in accordance with the agreed Rules of 
Procedure.

Article 13 
Amendments

1. At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any State Party may propose 
amendments to this Convention. Any proposal for an amendment shall be communicated 
to the Depositary, who shall circulate it to all States Parties and shall seek their views on 
whether an Amendment Conference should be convened to consider the proposal. If a 
majority of the States Parties notify the Depositary no later than 30 days after its circulation 
that they support further consideration of the proposal, the Depositary shall convene an 
Amendment Conference to which all States Parties shall be invited.

2. States not parties to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant 
international organizations or institutions, regional organizations, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmental organizations may be invited 
to attend each Amendment Conference as observers in accordance with the agreed Rules 
of Procedure.

3. The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a Meeting of the States 
Parties or a Review Conference unless a majority of the States Parties request that it be 
held earlier.

4. Any amendment to this Convention shall be adopted by a majority of two-thirds of the 
States Parties present and voting at the Amendment Conference. The Depositary shall 
communicate any amendment so adopted to the States Parties.

5. An amendment to this Convention shall enter into force for all States Parties to this 
Convention which have accepted it, upon the deposit with the Depositary of instruments of 
acceptance by a majority of States Parties. Thereafter it shall enter into force for any 
remaining State Party on the date of deposit of its instrument of acceptance.

Article 14 
Costs

1. The costs of the Meetings of the States Parties, the Special Meetings of the States 
Parties, the Review Conferences and the Amendment Conferences shall be borne by the 
States Parties and States not parties to this Convention participating therein, in 
accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted appropriately.

2. The costs incurred by the Secretary-General of the United Nations under Articles 7 and 



8 and the costs of any fact-finding mission shall be borne by the States Parties in 
accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted appropriately.

Article 15
Signature

This Convention, done at Oslo, Norway, on 18 September 1997, shall be open for 
signature at Ottawa, Canada, by all States from 3 December 1997 until 4 December 1997, 
and at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 5 December 1997 until its entry 
into force.

Article 16
Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

1. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval of the Signatories.

2. It shall be open for accession by any State which has not signed the Convention.

3. The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited 
with the Depositary. 

Article 17
Entry into force 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month after the month 
in which the 40th instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession has been 
deposited.

2. For any State which deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession after the date of the deposit of the 40th instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession, this Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth 
month after the date on which that State has deposited its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 18
Provisional application

Any State may at the time of its ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare 
that it will apply provisionally paragraph 1 of Article 1 of this Convention pending its entry 
into force.

Article 19
Reservations

The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations.

Article 20
Duration and withdrawal

1. This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Convention. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to all other States Parties, to 
the Depositary and to the United Nations Security Council. Such instrument of withdrawal 
shall include a full explanation of the reasons motivating this withdrawal.



3. Such withdrawal shall only take effect six months after the receipt of the instrument of 
withdrawal by the Depositary. If, however, on the expiry of that six- month period, the 
withdrawing State Party is engaged in an armed conflict, the withdrawal shall not take 
effect before the end of the armed conflict.

4. The withdrawal of a State Party from this Convention shall not in any way affect the duty 
of States to continue fulfilling the obligations assumed under any relevant rules of 
international law.

Article 21
Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary of 
this Convention.

Article 22
Authentic texts 

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. 



Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone
(Bangkok Treaty)

Opened for signature at Bangkok: 15 December 1995

Entered into force: 27 March 1997

Depositary Government: Thailand

Protocol

The States Parties to this Treaty:
Desiring to contribute to the realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations;

Determined to take concrete action which will contribute to the progress towards general 
and completedisarmament of nuclear weapons, and to the promotion of international 
peace and security;

Reaffirming the desire of the Southeast Asian States to maintain peace and stability in the 
region in the spirit of peaceful coexistence and mutual understanding and cooperation as 
enunciated in various communiqués, declarations and other legal instruments;

Recalling the Declaration on the Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) signed 
in Kuala Lumpur on 27 November 1971 and the Programme of Action on ZOPFAN 
adopted at the 26th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Singapore in July 1993;
Convinced that the establishment of a Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone, as an 
essential component of the ZOPFAN, will contribute towards strengthening the security of 
States within the Zone and towards enhancing international peace and security as a 
whole;

Reaffirming the importance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) in preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons and in contributing towards 
international peace and security;

Recalling Article VII of the NPT which recognizes the right of any group of States to 
conclude regional treaties in order to assure the total absence of nuclear weapons in their 
respective territories;

Recalling the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly which encourages the establishment of nuclear weapon-free zones;

Recalling the Principles and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, 
adopted at the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the NPT, that the 
cooperation of all the nuclear-weapon States and their respect and support for the relevant 
protocols is important for the maximum effectiveness of this nuclear weapon-free zone 
treaty and its relevant protocols.

Determined to protect the region from environmental pollution and the hazards posed by 
radioactive wastes and other radioactive material;



Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

USE OF TERMS

For the purposes of this Treaty and its Protocol:

(a) "Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone", hereinafter referred to as the "Zone", 
means the area comprising the territories of all States in Southeast Asia, namely, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam, and their respective continental shelves and Exclusive Economic 
Zones (EEZ);

(b) "territory" means the land territory, internal waters, territorial sea, archipelagic waters, 
the seabed and the subsoil thereof and the airspace above them;

(c) "nuclear weapon" means any explosive device capable of releasing nuclear energy in 
an uncontrolled manner but does not include the means of transport or delivery of such 
device if separable from and not an indivisible part thereof;

(d) "station" means to deploy, emplace, implant, install, stockpile or store;

(e) "radioactive material" means material that contains radionuclides above clearance or 
exemption levels recommended by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA);

(f) "radioactive wastes" means material that contains or is contaminated with radionuclides 
at concentrations or activities greater than clearance levels recommended by the IAEA and 
for which no use is foreseen; and

(g) "dumping" means
(i) any deliberate disposal at sea, including seabed and subsoil 
insertion, of radioactive wastes or other matter from vessels, 
aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea, and
(ii) any deliberate disposal at sea, including seabed and subsoil 
insertion, of vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made 
structures at sea, containing radioactive material,

but does not include the disposal of wastes or other matter incidental to, or derived from 
the normal operations of vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea 
and their equipment, other than wastes or other matter transported by or to vessels, 
aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea, operating for the purpose of 
disposal of such matter or derived from the treatment of such wastes or other matter on 
such vessels, aircraft, platforms or structures.

Article 2
APPLICATION OF THE TREATY

l. This Treaty and its Protocol shall apply to the territories, continental shelves, and EEZ of 
the States Parties within the Zone in which this Treaty is in force.

2. Nothing in this Treaty shall prejudice the rights or the exercise of these rights by any 
State under the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 
1982, in particular with regard to freedom of the high seas, rights of innocent passage, 



archipelagic sea lanes passage or transit passage of ships and aircraft, and consistent 
with the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 3
BASIC UNDERTAKINGS

l. Each State Party undertakes not to, anywhere inside or outside the Zone:
(a) develop, manufacture or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over 
nuclear weapons;
(b) station or transport nuclear weapons by any means; or
(c) test or use nuclear weapons.

2. Each State Party also undertakes not to allow, in its territory, any other State to:
(a) develop, manufacture or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over 
nuclear weapons;
(b) station nuclear weapons; or
(c) test or use nuclear weapons.

3. Each State Party also undertakes not to:
(a) dump at sea or discharge into the atmosphere anywhere withih the Zone any 
radioactive material or wastes;
(b) dispose radioactive material or wastes on land in the territory of or under the 
jurisdiction of other States except as stipulated in Paragraph 2 (e) of Article 4; or

(c) allow, within its territory, any other State to dump at sea or discharge into the 
atmosphere any radioactive material or wastes.

4. Each State Party undertakes not to:
(a) seek or receive any assistance in the commission of any act in violation of 
the provisions of Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article; or

(b) take any action to assist or encourage the commission of any act in violation of the 
provisions of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article.

Article 4
USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES

1. Nothing in this Treaty shall prejudice the right of the States Parties to use nuclear 
energy, in particular for their economic development and social progress.

2. Each State Party therefore undertakes:
(a) to use exclusively for peaceful purposes nuclear material and facilities 
which are within its territory and areas under its jurisdiction and control;
(b) prior to embarking on its peaceful nuclear energy programme, to subject 
its programme to rigorous nuclear safety assessment conforming to 
guidelines and standards recommended by the IAEA for the protection of 
health and minimization of danger to life and property in accordance with 
Paragraph 6 of Article III of the Statute of the IAEA;
(c) upon request, to make available to another State Party the assessment 



except information relating to personal data, information protected by 
intellectual property rights or by industrial or commercial confidentiality, and 
information relating to national security;
(d) to support the continued effectiveness of the international non-
proliferation system based on the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) and the IAEA safeguards system; and

(e) to dispose radioactive wastes and other radioactive material in accordance with IAEA 
standards and procedures on land within its territory or on land within the territory of 
another State which has consented to such disposal.

3. Each State Party further undertakes not to provide source or special fissionable 
material, or equipment or material especially designed or prepared for the processing, use 
or production of special fissionable material to:

(a) any non-nuclear-weapon State except under conditions subject to the 
safeguards required by Paragraph l of Article III of the NPT; or
(b) any nuclear-weapon State except in conformity with applicable 
safeguards agreements with the IAEA.

Article 5
IAEA SAFEGUARDS

Each State Party which has not done so shall conclude an agreement with the IAEA for the 
application of full scope safeguards to its peaceful nuclear activities not later than eighteen 
months after the entry into force for that State Party of this Treaty.

Article 6
EARLY NOTIFICATION OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT

Each State Party which has not acceded to the Convention on Early Notification of a 
Nuclear Accident shall endeavour to do so.

Article 7
FOREIGN SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT

Each State Party, on being notified, may decide for itself whether to allow visits by foreign 
ships and aircraft to its ports and airfields, transit of its airspace by foreign aircraft, and 
navigation by foreign ships through its territorial sea or archipelagic waters and overflight 
of foreign aircraft above those waters in a manner not governed by the rights of innocent 
passage, archipelagic sea lanes passage or transit passage.

Article 8
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMISSION FOR

THE SOUTHEAST ASIA NUCLEAR WEAPON-FREE ZONE

l. There is hereby established a Commission for the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free 
Zone, hereinafter referred to as the "Commission".

2. All States Parties are ipso facto members of the Commission. Each State Party shall be 
represented by its Foreign Minister or his representative accompanied by alternates and 
advisers.

3. The function of the Commission shall be to oversee the implementation of this Treaty 
and ensure compliance with its provisions.



4. The Commission shall meet as and when necessary in accordance with the provisions 
of this Treaty including upon the request of any State Party. As far as possible, the 
Commission shall meet in conjunction with the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting.

5. At the beginning of each meeting, the Commission shall elect its Chairman and such 
other officers as may be required. They shall hold office until a new Chairman and other 
officers are elected at the next meeting.

6. Unless otherwise provided for in this Treaty, two-thirds of the members of the 
Commission shall be present to constitute a quorum.

7. Each member of the Commission shall have one vote.

8. Except as provided for in this Treaty, decisions of the Commission shall be taken by 
consensus or, failing consensus, by a two-thirds majority of the members present and 
voting.

9. The Commission shall, by consensus, agree upon and adopt rules of procedure for itself 
as well as financial rules governing its funding and that of its subsidiary organs.

Article 9
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

l. There is hereby established, as a subsidiary organ of the Commission, the Executive 
Committee.

2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of all States Parties to this Treaty. Each 
State Party shall be represented by one senior official as its representative, who may be 
accompanied by alternates and advisers.

3. The functions of the Executive Committee shall be to:
(a) ensure the proper operation of verification measures in accordance with the 
provisions on the Control System as stipulated in Article 10;

(b) consider and decide on requests for clarification and for a fact-finding 
mission;
(c) set up a fact-finding mission in accordance with the Annex of this Treaty;
(d) consider and decide on the findings of a fact-finding mission and report to 
the Commission;
(e) request the Commission to convene a meeting when appropriate and 
necessary;
(f) conclude such agreements with the IAEA or other international 
organizations as referred to in Article 18 on behalf of the Commission after 
being duly authorized to do so by the Commission; and
(g) carry out such other tasks as may, from time to time, be assigned by the 
Commission.

4. The Executive Committee shall meet as and when necessary for the efficient exercise of 
its functions. As far as possible, the Executive Committee shall meet in conjunction with 
the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting.



5. The Chairman of the Executive Committee shall be the representative of the Chairman 
of the Commission. Any submission or communication made by a State Party to the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee shall be disseminated to the other members of the 
Executive Committee.

6. Two-thirds of the members of the Executive Committee shall be present to constitute a 
quorum.

7. Each member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote.

8. Decisions of the Executive Committee shall be taken by consensus or, failing 
consensus, by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting.

Article 10
CONTROL SYSTEM

1. There is hereby established a control system for the purpose of verifying compliance 
with the obligations of the States parties under this Treaty.

2. The Control System shall comprise:
(a) the IAEA safeguards system as provided for in Article 5;

(b) report and exchange of information as provided for in Article 11;
(c) request for clarification as provided for in Article 12; and
(d) request and procedures for a fact-f inding mission as provided for in Article 13.

Article 11
REPORT AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

l. Each State Party shall submit reports to the Executive Committee on any significant 
event within its territory and areas under its jurisdiction and control affecting the 
implementation of this Treaty.

2. The States Parties may exchange information on matters arising under or in relation to 
this Treaty.

Article 12
REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to request another State Party for clarification 
concerning any situation which may be considered ambiguous or which may give rise to 
doubts about the compliance of that State Party with this Treaty. It shall inform the 
Executive Committee of such a request. The requested State Party shall duly respond by 
providing without delay the necessary information and inform the Executive Committee of 
its reply to the requesting State Party.

2. Each State Party shall have the right to request the Executive Committee to seek 
clarification from another State Party concerning any situation which may be considered 
ambiguous or which may give rise to doubts about compliance of that State Party with this 
Treaty. Upon receipt of such a request, the Executive Committee shall consult the State 
Party from which clarification is sought for the purpose of obtaining the clarification 
requested.

Article 13
REQUEST FOR A FACT-FINDING MISSION



A State Party shall have the right to request the Executive Committee to send a fact-
finding mission to another State Party in order to clarify and resolve a situation which may 
be considered ambiguous or which may give rise to doubts about compliance with the 
provisions of this Treaty, in accordance with the procedure contained in the Annex to this 
Treaty.

Article 14 
REMEDIAL MEASURES

l. In case the ExecutiveCommittee decides in accordance with the Annex that there is a 
breach of this Treaty by a State Party, that State Party shall, within a reasonable time, take 
all steps necessary to bring itself in full compliance with this Treaty and shall promptly 
inform the Executive Committee of the action taken or proposed to be taken by it.

2. Where a State Party fails or refuses to comply with the provisions of Paragraph 1 of this 
Article, the Executive Committee shall request the Commission to convene a meeting in 
accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 3 (e) of Article 9.

3. At the meeting convened pursuant to Paragraph 2 of this Article, the Commission shall 
consider the emergent situation and shall decide on any measure it deems appropriate to 
cope with the situation, including the submission of the matter to the IAEA and, where the 
situation might endanger international peace and security, the Security Council and the 
General Assembly of the United Nations.

4. In the event of breach of the Protocol attached to this Treaty by a State Party to the 
Protocol, the Executive Committee shall convene a special meeting of the Commission to 
decide on appropriate measures to be taken.

Article 15
SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION, ACCESSION, DEPOSIT AND REGISTRATION

1. This Treaty shall be open for signature by all States in Southeast Asia, namely, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification in accordance with the constitutional 
procedure of the signatory States. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with 
the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand which is hereby designated as the Depositary 
State.

3. This Treaty shall be open for accession. The instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Depositary State.

4. The Depositary State shall inform the other States Parties to this Treaty on the deposit 
of instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary State shall register this Treaty and its Protocol pursuant to Article 102 of 
the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 16
ENTRY INTO FORCE

l. This Treaty shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of the seventh instrument of 
ratification and/or accession.



2. For States which ratify or accede to this Treaty after the date of this seventh instrument 
of ratification or accession, this Treaty shall enter into force on the date of deposit of its 
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 17
RESERVATIONS

This Treaty shall not be subject to reservations.

Article 18
RELATIONS WITH OTIIER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The Commission may conclude such agreements with the IAEA or other international 
organizations as it considers likely to facilitate the efficient operation of the Control System 
established by this Treaty.

Article 19
AMENDMENTS

l. Any State Party may propose amendments to this Treaty and its Protocol and shall 
submit its proposals to the Executive Committee, which shall transmit them to all the other 
States Parties. The Executive Committee shall immediately request the Commission to 
convene a meeting to examine the proposed amendments. The quorum required for such 
a meeting shall be all the members of the Commission. Any amendment shall be adopted 
by a consensus decision of the Commission.

2. Amendments adopted shall enter into force 30 days after the receipt by the Depositary 
State of the seventh instrument of acceptance from the States Parties.

Article 20
REVIEW

Ten years after this Treaty enters into force, a meeting of the Commission shall be 
convened for the purpose of reviewing the operation of this Treaty. A meeting of the 
Commission for the same purpose may also be convened at anytime thereafter if there is 
consensus among all its members.

Article 21
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute arising from the interpretation of the provision of this Treaty shall be settled by 
peaceful means as may be agreed upon by the States Parties to the dispute. If within one 
month, the parties to the dispute are unable to achieve a peaceful settlement of the 
dispute by negotiation, mediation, enquiry or conciliation, any of the parties concerned 
shall, with the prior consent of the other parties concerned, refer the dispute to arbitration 
or to the International Court of Justice.

Article 22
DURATION AND WITHDRAWAL

l. This Treaty shall remain in force indefinitely.

2. In the event of a breach by any State Party of this Treaty essential to the achievement of 
the objectives of this Treaty, every other State Party shall have the right to withdraw from 



this Treaty.

3. Withdrawal under Paragraph 2 of Article 22, shall be effected by giving notice twelve 
months in advance to the members of the Commission.

IN WITNESS WHERE0F, the undersigned have signed this Treaty.

DONE at Bangkok, this fifteenth day of December, thousand nine hundred and ninety-five, 
in one original in the English language.

ANNEX
Procedure for a Fact-Finding Mission

l. The State Party requesting a fact-finding mission as provided in Article 13, hereinafter 
referred to as the "requesting State", shall submit the request to the Executive Committee 
specifying the following:

(a) the doubts or concerns and the reasons for such doubts or concerns;
(b) the location in which the situation which gives rise to doubts has allegedly occurred;
(c) the relevant provisions of this Treaty about which doubts of compliance have arisen; 
and
(d) any other relevant information.

2. Upon receipt of a request for a fact-finding mission, the Executive Committee shall:

(a) immediately inform the State Party to which the fact-finding mission is requested to be 
sent, hereinafter referred to as the "receiving State", about the receipt of the request; and
(b) not later than 3 weeks after receiving the request, decide if the request complies with 
the provisions of Paragraph l and whether or not it is frivolous, abusive or clearly beyond 
the scope of this Treaty. Neither the requesting nor receiving State Party shall participate 
in such decisions.

3. In case the Executive Committee decides that the request does not comply with the 
provisions of Paragraph l, or that it is frivolous, abusive or clearly beyond the scope of this 
Treaty, it shall take no further action on the request and inform the requesting State and 
the receiving State accordingly. 

4. In the event that the Executive Committee decides that the request complies with the 
provisions of Paragraph l, and that it is not frivolous, abusive or clearly beyond the scope 
of this Treaty, it shall immediately forward the request for a fact-finding mission to the 
receiving State, indicating, inter alia, the proposed date for sending the mission. The 
proposed date shall not be later than 3 weeks from the time the receiving State receives 
the request for a fact-finding mission. The Executive Committee shall also immediately set 
up a fact-f inding mission consisting of 3 inspectors from the IAEA who are neither 
nationals of the requesting nor receiving State.

5. The receiving State shall comply with the request for a fact-finding mission referred to in 
Paragraph 4. It shall cooperate with the Executive Committee in order to facilitate the 
effective functioning of the fact-finding mission, inter alia, by promptly providing unimpeded 
access of the fact-finding mission to the location in question. The receiving State shall 
accord to the members of the fact-finding mission such privileges and immunities as are 
necessary for them to exercise their functions effectively, including inviolability of all papers 
and documents and immunity from arrest, detention and legal process for acts done and 



words spoken for the purpose of the mission.

6. The receiving State shall have the right to take measures to protect sensitive 
installations and to prevent disclosures of confidential information and data not related to 
this Treaty.

7. The fact-finding mission, in the discharge of its functions, shall:

(a) respect the laws and regulations of the receiving State;
(b) refrain from activities inconsistent with the objectives and purposes of this Treaty;
(c) submit preliminary or interim reports to the Executive Committee; and
(d) complete its task without undue delay and shall submit its final report to the Executive 
Committee within a reasonable time upon completion of its work.

8. The Executive Committee shall:

(a) consider the reports submitted by the fact-finding mission and reach a decision on 
whether or not there is a breach of this Treaty;
(b) immediately communicate its decision to the requesting State and the receiving State; 
and
(c) present a full report on its decision to the Commission.

9. In the event that the receiving State refuses to comply with the request for a fact-f inding 
mission in accordance with Paragraph 4, the requesting State through the Executive 
Committee shall have the right to request for a meeting of the Commission. The Executive 
Committee shall immediately request the Commission to convene a meeting in 
accordance with Paragraph 3(e) of Article 9.

Protocol to
The Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone

The States Parties to this Protocol,

Desiring to contribute to efforts towards achieving general and complete disarmament of 
nuclear weapons, and thereby ensuring international peace and security, including in 
Southeast Asia;

Noting the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone, signed at Bangkok 
on the fifteenth day of December, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-five;

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

Each State Party undertakes to respect the Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear 
Weapon-Free Zone, hereinafter referred to as the "Treaty", and not to contribute to any act 
which constitutes a violation of the Treaty or its Protocol by States Parties to them.

Article 2

Each State Party undertakes not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against any 
State Party to the Treaty. It further undertakes not to use or threaten to use nuclear 
weapons within the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone.

Article 3



This Protocol shall be open for signature by the People's Republic of China, the French 
Republic, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 4

Each State Party undertakes, by written notification to the Depositary State, to indicate its 
acceptance or otherwise of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol that may be 
brought about by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to Article 19 
thereof.

Article 5

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of 
this Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme national interests. It shall give notice of such 
withdrawal to the Depositary State twelve months in advance. Such notice shall include a 
statement of the extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme 
national interests.

Article 6

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.
Article 7

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State Party on the date of its deposit of its 
instrument of ratification with the Depositary State. The Depositary State shall inform the 
other States Parties to she Treaty and to this Protocol on the deposit of instruments of 
ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, 
have signed this Protocol.

DONE at Bangkok this fifteenth day of December, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-
five, in one original in the English language. 



Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and 
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their 

Destruction

Opened for signature at London (L), Moscow (M) and Washington (W): 10 April 1972
Entered into force: 26 March 1975
Depositary Governments: Russian Federation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and United States of America

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Determine to act with a view to achieving effective progress toward
general and complete disarmament, including the prohibition and
elimination of all types of weapons of mass destruction, and convinced
that the prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and their elimination,
through effective measures, will facilitate the achievement of general and
complete disarmament under strict and effective control, 

Recognizing the important significance of the Protocol for the Prohibition
of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on June 17, 1925,
and conscious also of the contribution which the said Protocol has already
made and continues to make, to mitigating the horrors of war, 

Reaffirming their adherence to the principles and objectives of that
Protocol and calling upon all States to comply strictly with them, 

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations has repeatedly
condemned all actions contrary to the principles and objectives of the
Geneva Protocol of June 17, 1925, 

Desiring to contribute to the strengthening of confidence between peoples
and the general improvement of the international atmosphere, 

Desiring also to contribute to the realization of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Convinced of the importance and urgency of eliminating from the arsenals
of States, through effective measures, such dangerous weapons of mass
destruction as those using chemical or bacteriological (biological) agents, 

Recognizing that an agreement on the prohibition of bacteriological
(biological) and toxin weapons represents a first possible step towards
the achievement of agreement on effective measures also for the
prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical
weapons, and determined to continue negotiations to that end, 

Determined, for the sake of all mankind, to exclude completely the
possibility of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins being used as
weapons, 



Convinced that such use would be repugnant to the conscience of mankind
and that no effort should be spared to minimize this risk, 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE I

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes never in any circumstance
to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain: 

Microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their origin
or method of production, of types and in quantities that have no
justification for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes; 

Weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such
agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict. 

ARTICLE II

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to destroy, or to divert to
peaceful purposes, as soon as possible but not later than nine months after
the entry into force of the Convention, all agents, toxins, weapons,
equipment and means of delivery specified in article I of the Convention,
which are in its possession or under its jurisdiction or control. In
implementing the provisions of this article all necessary safety precautions
shall be observed to protect populations and the environment. 

ARTICLE III

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to transfer to any
recipient whatsoever, directly or indirectly, and not in any way to assist,
encourage, or induce any State, group of States or international
organizations to manufacture or otherwise acquire any of the agents,
toxins, weapons, equipment or means of delivery specified in article I of
the Convention. 

ARTICLE IV

Each State Party to this Convention shall, in accordance with its
constitutional processes, takes any necessary measures to prohibit and
prevent the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition or retention
of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment and means of delivery specified
in article I of the Convention, within the territory of such State, under its
jurisdiction or under its control anywhere. 

ARTICLE V

The States Parties to this Convention undertake to consult one another and
to cooperate in solving any problems which may arise in relation to the
objective of, or in the application of the provisions of, the Convention.
Consultation and cooperation pursuant to this article may also be
undertaken through appropriate international procedures within the



framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter. 

ARTICLE VI

(1) Any State Party to this Convention which finds that any other State
Party is acting in breach of obligations deriving from the provisions of the
Convention may lodge a complaint with the Security Council of the United
Nations. Such a complaint should include all possible evidence
confirming its validity, as well as a request for its consideration by the
Security Council. 

(2) Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to cooperate in carrying
out any investigation which the Security Council may initiate, in
accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, on the
basis of the complaint received by the Council. The Security Council shall
inform the States Parties to the Convention of the results of the
investigation. 

ARTICLE VII

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to provide or support
assistance, in accordance with the United Nations Charter, to any Party to
the Convention which so requests, if the Security Council decides that
such Party has been exposed to danger as a result of violation of the
Convention. 

ARTICLE VIII

Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or
detracting from the obligations assumed by any State under the Protocol
for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other
Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on
June 17, 1925. 

ARTICLE IX

Each State Party to this Convention affirms the recognized objective of
effective prohibition of chemical weapons and, to this end, undertakes to
continue negotiations in good faith with a view to reaching early
agreement on effective measures for the prohibition of their development,
production and stockpiling and for their destruction, and on appropriate
measures concerning equipment and means of delivery specifically
designed for the production or use of chemical agents for weapons
purposes. 

ARTICLE X

(1) The States Parties to this Convention undertake to facilitate, and have
the right to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of equipment,
materials and scientific and technological information for the use of
bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes.
Parties to the Convention in a position to do so shall also cooperate in



contributing individually or together with other States or international
organizations to the further development and application of scientific
discoveries in the field of bacteriology (biology) for prevention of
disease, or for other peaceful purposes. 

(2) This Convention shall be implemented in a manner designed to avoid
hampering the economic or technological development of States Parties to
the Convention or international cooperation in the field of peaceful
bacteriological (biological) activities, including the international
exchange of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins and equipment
for the processing, use or production of bacteriological (biological) agents
and toxins for peaceful purposes in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention. 

ARTICLE XI

Any State Party may propose amendments to this Convention. Amendments
shall enter into force for each State Party accepting the amendments upon
their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Convention and
thereafter for each remaining State Party on the date of acceptance by it. 

ARTICLE XII

Five years after the entry into force of this Convention, or earlier if it is
requested by a majority of the Parties to the Convention by submitting a
proposal to this effect to the Depositary Governments, a conference of
States Parties to the Convention shall be held at Geneva, Switzerland, to
review the operation of the Convention, with a view to assuring that the
purposes of the preamble and the provisions of the Convention, including
the provisions concerning negotiations on chemical weapons, are being
realized. Such review shall take into account any new scientific and
technological developments relevant to the Convention. 

ARTICLE XIII

(1) This Convention shall be of unlimited duration. 

(2) Each State Party to this Convention shall in exercising its natural
sovereignty have the right to withdraw from the Convention if it decides
that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of the Convention,
have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice
of such withdrawal to all other States Parties to the Convention and to the
United Nations Security Council three months in advance. Such notice
shall include a statement of the extraordinary events it regards as having
jeopardized its supreme interests. 

ARTICLE XIV

(1) This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State
which does not sign the Convention before its entry into force in
accordance with paragraph (3) of this Article may accede to it at any time.



(2) This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited
with the Governments of the United States of America, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, which are hereby designated the Depositary
Governments. 

(3) This Convention shall enter into force after the deposit of instruments
of ratification by twenty-two Governments, including the Governments
designated as Depositaries of the Convention. 

(4) For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited
subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into
force on the date of the deposit of their instrument of ratification or
accession. 

(5) The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each
instrument of ratification or of accession and the date of the entry into
force of this Convention, and of the receipt of other notices. 

(6) This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

ARTICLE XV

This Convention, the English, Russian, French, Spanish and Chinese texts
of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
Depositary Governments. Duly certified copies of the Convention shall be
transmitted by the Depositary Governments of the signatory and acceding
States. 
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Amendment to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
which may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects (with Protocols I, II and 

III)
Geneva, 21 December 2001

Pursuant to article 8, paragraph 1 (b) of the Convention, amendments shall enter into force in the same 
manner as the Convention. Therefore, in accordance with article 5 (1) (2) of the Convention, the Amendment 
to article 1 shall enter into force six months after the date of deposit of the twentieth instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

entered into force on 18 May 2004

dfNote: At the Second Review Conference, held in Geneva from 11 to 21 December 2001, the Parties to the 
Convention on the Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Convention Weapons which may be 
deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects concluded at Geneva on 10 October 
1980 adopted, in accordance with the procedure laid down in article 8 (1) (b) of the Convention, the 
Amendment to Article 1 of the said Convention as set out in the Final Declaration of the Second Review 
Conference (Doc. CCW/CONF/II/2).

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations 

The High Contracting Parties,

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the Charter of the United 
Nations, to refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of force against the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other 
manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,



Further recalling the general principle of the protection of the civilian population against the 
effects of hostilities,

Basing themselves on the principle of international law that the right of the parties to an 
armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not unlimited, and on the 
principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and 
material and methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary 
suffering,

Also recalling that it is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are 
intended, or may be expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the 
natural environment,

Confirming their determination that in cases not covered by this Convention and its 
annexed Protocols or by other international agreements, the civilian population and the 
combatants shall at all times remain under the protection and authority of the principles of 
international law derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and 
from the dictates of public conscience,

Desiring to contribute to international detente, the ending of the arms race and the building 
of confidence among States, and hence to the realization of the aspiration of all peoples to 
live in peace,

Recognizing the importance of pursuing every effort which may contribute to progress 
towards general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control,

Reaffirming the need to continue the codification and progressive development of the rules 
of international law applicable in armed conflict,

Wishing to prohibit or restrict further the use of certain conventional weapons and believing 
that the positive results achieved in this area may facilitate the main talks on disarmament 
with a view to putting an end to the production, stockpiling and proliferation of such 
weapons,

Emphasizing the desirability that all States become parties to this Convention and its 
annexed Protocols, especially the militarily significant States,

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the United Nations and the United Nations 
Disarmament Commission may decide to examine the question of a possible broadening 
of the scope of the prohibitions and restrictions contained in this Convention and its 
annexed Protocols,

Further bearing in mind that the Committee on Disarmament may decide to consider the 
question of adopting further measures to prohibit or restrict the use of certain conventional 
weapons,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

Scope of application

This Convention and its annexed Protocols shall apply in the situations referred to in 



Article 2 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of War 
Victims, including any situation described in paragraph 4 of Article 1 of Additional Protocol I 
to these Conventions.

Article 2
Relations with other international agreements

Nothing in this Convention or its annexed Protocols shall be interpreted as detracting from 
other obligations imposed upon the High Contracting Parties by international humanitarian 
law applicable in armed conflict.

Article 3
Signature

This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at United Nations Headquarters 
in New York for a period of twelve months from 10 April 1981.

Article 4
Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

1. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the Signatories. 
Any State which has not signed this Convention may accede to it.

2. The instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with 
the Depositary.

3. Expressions of consent to be bound by any of the Protocols annexed to this Convention 
shall be optional for each State, provided that at the time of the deposit of its instrument of 
ratification, acceptance or approval of this Convention or of accession thereto, that State 
shall notify the Depositary of its consent to be bound by any two or more of these 
Protocols.

4. At any time after the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of 
this Convention or of accession thereto, a State may notify the Depositary of its consent to 
be bound by any annexed Protocol by which it is not already bound.

5. Any Protocol by which a High Contracting Party is bound shall for that Party form an 
integral part of this Convention.

Article 5
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force six months after the date of deposit of the 
twentieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For any State which deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession after the date of the deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession, this Convention shall enter into force six months after 
the date on which that State has deposited its instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession.

3. Each of the Protocols annexed to this Convention shall enter into force six months after 
the date by which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound by it in 
accordance with paragraph 3 or 4 of Article 4 of this Convention.

4. For any State which notifies its consent to be bound by a Protocol, annexed to this 
Convention after the date by which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound 



by it, the Protocol shall enter into force six months after the date on which that State has 
notified its consent so to be bound.

Article 6
Dissemination

The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of peace as in time of armed conflict, to 
disseminate this Convention and those of its annexed Protocols by which they are bound 
as widely as possible in their respective countries and, in particular, to include the study 
thereof in their programmes of military instruction, so that those instruments may become 
known to their armed forces.

Article 7
Treaty relations upon entry into force of this Convention

1. When one of the parties to a conflict is not bound by an annexed Protocol, the parties 
bound by this Convention and that annexed Protocol shall remain bound by them in their 
mutual relations.

2. Any High Contracting Party shall be bound by this Convention and any Protocol 
annexed thereto which is in force for it, in any situation contemplated by Article 1, in 
relation to any State which is not a party to this Convention or bound by the relevant 
annexed Protocol, if the latter accepts and applies this Convention or the relevant 
Protocol, and so notifies the Depositary.

3. The Depositary shall immediately inform the High Contracting Parties concerned of any 
notification received under paragraph 2 of this Article.

4. This Convention, and the annexed Protocols by which a High Contracting Party is 
bound, shall apply with respect to an armed conflict against that High Contracting Party of 
the type referred to in Article 1, paragraph 4, of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the Protection of War Victims:

(a) where the High Contracting Party is also a party to Additional Protocol I and an 
authority referred to in Article 96, paragraph 3, of that Protocol has undertaken to apply the 
Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol I in accordance with Article 96, paragraph 3, 
of the said Protocol, and undertakes to apply this Convention and the relevant annexed 
Protocols in relation to that conflict; or

(b) where the High Contracting Party is not a party to Additional Protocol I and an authority 
of the type referred to in subparagraph (a) above accepts and applies the obligations of 
the Geneva Conventions and of this Convention and the relevant annexed Protocols in 
relation to that conflict. Such an acceptance and application shall have in relation to that 
conflict the following effects:

(i) the Geneva Conventions and this Convention and its relevant 
annexed Protocols are brought into force for the parties to the 
conflict with immediate effect;

(ii) the said authority assumes the same rights and obligations 
as those which have been assumed by a High Contracting 
Party to the Geneva Conventions, this Convention and its 
relevant annexed Protocols; and



(iii) the Geneva Conventions, this Convention and its relevant 
annexed Protocols are equally binding upon all parties to the 
conflict.

The High Contracting Party and the authority may also agree to accept and apply the 
obligations of 
Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions on a reciprocal basis.

Article 8
Review and amendments

1. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any High Contracting Party 
may propose amendments to this Convention or any annexed Protocol by which it is 
bound. Any proposal for an amendment shall be communicated to the Depositary, who 
shall notify it to all the High Contracting Parties and shall seek their views on whether a 
conference should be convened to consider the proposal. If a majority, that shall not be 
less than eighteen of the High Contracting Parties, so agree, he shall promptly convene a 
conference to which all High Contracting Parties shall be invited. States not parties to this 
Convention shall be invited to the conference as observers.

(b) Such a conference may agree upon amendments which shall be adopted and shall 
enter into force in the same manner as this Convention and the annexed Protocols, 
provided that amendments to this Convention may be adopted only by the High 
Contracting Parties and that amendments to a specific annexed Protocol may be adopted 
only by the High Contracting Parties which are bound by that Protocol.

2. (a) At any time after the entry into force of this Convention any High Contracting Party 
may propose additional protocols relating to other categories of conventional weapons not 
covered by the existing annexed Protocols. Any such proposal for an additional protocol 
shall be communicated to the Depositary, who shall notify it to all the High Contracting 
Parties in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) of this Article. If a majority, that shall not be 
less than eighteen of the High Contracting Parties, so agree, the Depositary shall promptly 
convene a conference to which all States shall be invited.

(b) Such a conference may agree, with the full participation of all States represented at the 
conference, upon additional protocols which shall be adopted in the same manner as this 
Convention, shall be annexed thereto and shall enter into force as provided in paragraphs 
3 and 4 of Article 5 of this Convention.

3. (a) If, after a period of ten years following the entry into force of this Convention, no 
conference has been convened in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this 
Article, any High Contracting Party may request the Depositary to convene a conference to 
which all High Contracting Parties shall be invited to review the scope and operation of this 
Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto and to consider any proposal for 
amendments of this Convention or of the existing Protocols. States not Parties to this 
Convention shall be invited as observers to the conference. The conference may agree 
upon amendments which shall be adopted and enter into force in accordance with 
subparagraph 1 (b) above.

(b) At such conference consideration may also be given to any proposal for additional 
protocols relating to other categories of conventional weapons not covered by the existing 
annexed Protocols. All States represented at the conference may participate fully in such 
consideration. Any additional protocols shall be adopted in the same manner as this 



Convention, shall be annexed thereto and shall enter into force as provided in paragraphs 
3 and 4 of Article 5 of this Convention.

(c) Such a conference may consider whether provision should be made for the convening 
of a further conference at the request of any High Contracting Party if, after a similar 
period to that referred to in subparagraph 3 (a) of this Article, no conference has been 
convened in accordance with subparagraph 1 (a) or 2 (a) of this Article.

Article 9
Denunciation

1. Any High Contracting Party may denounce this Convention or any of its annexed 
Protocols by so notifying the Depositary.

2. Any such denunciation shall only take effect one year after receipt by the Depositary of 
the notification of denunciation. If, however, on the expiry of that year the denouncing High 
Contracting Party is engaged in one of the situations referred to in Article 1, the Party shall 
continue to be bound by the obligations of this Convention and of the relevant annexed 
Protocols until the end of the armed conflict or occupation and, in any case, until the 
termination of operations connected with the final release, repatriation or reestablishment 
of the person protected by the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in 
the case of any annexed Protocol containing provisions concerning situations in which 
peace-keeping, observation or similar functions are performed by United Nations forces or 
missions in the area concerned, until the termination of those functions.

3. Any denunciation of this Convention shall be considered as also applying to all annexed 
Protocols by which the denouncing High Contracting Party is bound.

4. Any denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing High Contracting 
Party.

5. Any denunciation shall not affect the obligations already incurred, by reason of an 
armed conflict, under this Convention and its annexed Protocols by such denouncing High 
Contracting Party in respect of any act committed before this denunciation becomes 
effective.

Article 10
Depositary

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the Depositary of this Convention 
and of its annexed Protocols.

2. In addition to his usual functions, the Depositary shall inform all States of:

(a) signatures affixed to this Convention under Article 3;

(b) deposits of instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this 
Convention deposited under Article 4;

(c) notifications of consent to be bound by annexed Protocols under Article 4;

(d) the dates of entry into force of this Convention and of each of its annexed Protocols 
under Article 5; and



(e) notifications of denunciation received under article 9, and their effective date.
Article 11

Authentic texts

The original of this Convention with the annexed Protocols, of which the Arabic, Chinese, 
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with 
the Depositary, who shall transmit certified true copies thereof to all States.

PROTOCOL ON NON-DETECTABLE FRAGMENTS 
(PROTOCOL I)

It is prohibited to use any weapon the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments 
which in the human body escape detection by X-rays.

PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF
MINES, BOOBY TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES 

(PROTOCOL II)
Article 1

Material scope of application

This Protocol relates to the use on land of the mines, booby-traps and other devices 
defined herein, including mines laid to interdict beaches, waterway crossings or river 
crossings, but does not apply to the use of anti-ship mines at sea or in inland waterways.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purpose of this Protocol:

1. "Mine" means any munition placed under, on or near the ground or other surface area 
and designed to be detonated or exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a 
person or vehicle, and "remotely delivered mine" means any mine so defined delivered by 
artillery, rocket, mortar or similar means or dropped from an aircraft.

2. "Booby-trap" means any device or material which is designed, constructed or adapted to 
kill or injure and which functions unexpectedly when a person disturbs or approaches an 
apparently harmless object or performs an apparently safe act.

3. "Other devices" means manually-emplaced munitions and devices designed to kill, 
injure or damage and which are actuated by remote control or automatically after a lapse 
of time.

4. "Military objective" means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its 
nature, location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and 
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at 
the time, offers a definite military advantage.

5. "Civilian objects" are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 
4.

6. "Recording" means a physical, administrative and technical operation designed to 
obtain, for the purpose of registration in the official records, all available information 
facilitating the location of minefields, mines and booby-traps. 

Article 3
General restrictions on the use of mines, booby-traps 

and other devices



1. This Article applies to:

(a) mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons to which this Article applies, either 
in offence, defence or by way of reprisals, against the civilian population as such or 
against individual civilians.

3. The indiscriminate use of weapons to which this Article applies is prohibited. 
Indiscriminate use is any placement of such weapons:

(a) which is not on, or directed at, a military objective; or
(b) which employs a method or means of delivery which cannot be directed at a specific 
military objective; or
(c) which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, 
damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation 
to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated.

4. All feasible precautions shall be taken to protect civilians from the effects of weapons to 
which this Article applies. Feasible precautions are those precautions which are 
practicable or practically possible taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, 
including humanitarian and military considerations.

Article 4
Restrictions on the use of mines other than remotely delivered mines,

booby-traps and other devices in populated areas

1. This Article applies to:

(a) mines other than remotely delivered mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.

2. It is prohibited to use weapons to which this Article applies in any city, town, village or 
other area containing a similar concentration of civilians in which combat between ground 
forces is not taking place or does not appear to be imminent, unless either:

(a) they are placed on or in the close vicinity of a military objective belonging to or under 
the control of an adverse party; or

(b) measures are taken to protect civilians from their effects, for example, the posting of 
warning signs, the posting of sentries, the issue of warnings or the provision of fences.

Article 5
Restrictions on the use of remotely delivered mines

1. The use of remotely delivered mines is prohibited unless such mines are only used 
within an area which is itself a military objective or which contains military objectives, and 
unless:

(a) their location can be accurately recorded in accordance with Article 7(1)(a); or



(b) an effective neutralizing mechanism is used on each such mine, that is to say, a self-
actuating mechanism which is designed to render a mine harmless or cause it to destroy 
itself when it is anticipated that the mine will no longer serve the military purpose for which 
it was placed in position, or a remotely-controlled mechanism which is designed to render 
harmless or destroy a mine when the mine no longer serves the military purpose for which 
it was placed in position.

2. Effective advance warning shall be given of any delivery or dropping of remotely 
delivered mines which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not 
permit.

Article 6
Prohibition on the use of certain booby traps

1. Without prejudice to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict relating to 
treachery and perfidy, it is prohibited in all circumstances to use:

(a) any booby-trap in the form of an apparently harmless portable object which is 
specifically designed and constructed to contain explosive material and to detonate when it 
is disturbed or approached; or 

(b) booby-traps which are in any way attached to or associated with:
(i) internationally recognized protective emblems, signs or signals;

(ii) sick, wounded or dead persons;
(iii) burial or cremation sites or graves;
(iv) medical facilities, medical equipment, medical supplies or medical transportation;
(v) children's toys or other portable objects or products specially designed for the feeding, 
health, hygiene, clothing or education of children;
(vi) food or drink;
(vii) kitchen utensils or appliances except in military establishments, military locations or 
military supply depots;
(viii) objects clearly of a religious nature;
(ix) historic monuments, works of art or places or worship which constitute the cultural or 
spiritual heritage of peoples;
(x) animals or their carcasses.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to use any booby-trap which is designed to cause 
superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering.

Article 7
Recording and publication of the location of minefields, mines 

and booby-traps

1. The parties to a conflict shall record the location of:

(a) all pre-planned minefields laid by them; and
(b) all areas in which they have made large-scale and pre-planned use of booby-traps.

2. The parties shall endeavour to ensure the recording of the location of all other 
minefields, mines and booby-traps which they have laid or placed in position.

3. All such records shall be retained by the parties who shall:

(a) immediately after the cessation of active hostilities:



(i) take all necessary and appropriate measures, including the 
use of such records, to protect civilians from the effects of 
minefields, mines and booby-traps; and either

(ii) in cases where the forces of neither party are in the territory of the 
adverse party, make available to each other and to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations all information in their possession concerning the location 
of minefields, mines and booby-traps in the 
territory of the adverse party; or

(iii) once complete withdrawal of the forces of the parties from the territory of the adverse 
party has taken place, make available to the adverse party and to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations all information in their possession concerning the location of minefields, 
mines and booby traps in the territory of the adverse party;

(b) When a United Nations force or mission performs functions in any area, make available 
to the authority mentioned in Article 8 such information as is required by that Article;

(c) whenever possible, by mutual agreement, provide for the release of information 
concerning the location of minefields, mines and booby traps, particularly in agreements 
governing the cessation of hostilities.

Article 8
Protection of United Nations forces and missions from the effects of

minefields, mines and booby-traps

1. When a United Nations force or mission performs functions of peace-keeping, 
observation or similar functions in any area, each party to the conflict shall, if requested by 
the head of the United Nations force or mission in that area, as far as it is able:

(a) remove or render harmless all mines or booby-traps in that area;

(b) take such measures as may be necessary to protect the force or mission from the 
effects of minefields, mines and booby-traps while carrying out its duties; and

(c) make available to the head of the United Nations force or mission in that area, all 
information in the party's possession concerning the location of minefields, mines and 
booby-traps in that area.

2. When a United Nations fact-finding mission performs functions in any area, any party to 
the conflict concerned shall provide protection to that mission except where, because of 
the size of such mission, it cannot adequately provide such protection. In that case it shall 
make available to the head of the mission the information in its possession concerning the 
location of minefields, mines and booby-traps in that area.

Article 9
International co-operation in the removal of minefields, mines 

and booby-traps

After the cessation of active hostilities, the parties shall endeavour to reach agreement, 
both among themselves and, where appropriate, with other States and with international 
organizations, on the provision of information and technical and material assistance--
including, in appropriate circumstances, joint operations--necessary to remove or 
otherwise render ineffective minefields, mines and booby-traps placed in position during 
the conflict.

TECHNICAL ANNEX TO THE PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR



RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES, BOOBY TRAPS AND
OTHER DEVICES (PROTOCOL II)

GUIDELINES ON RECORDING

Whenever an obligation for the recording of the location of minefields, mines and booby 
traps arises under the Protocol, the following guidelines shall be taken into account.

1. With regard to pre-planned minefields and large-scale and pre-planned use of booby-
traps:

(a) maps, diagrams or other records should be made in such a way as to indicate the 
extent of the minefield or booby-trapped area; and

(b) the location of the minefield or booby-trapped area should be specified by relation to 
the co-ordinates of a single reference point and by the estimated dimensions of the area 
containing mines and booby traps in relation to that single reference point.

2. With regard to other minefields, mines and booby-traps laid or placed in position:

In so far as possible, the relevant information specified in paragraph 1 above should be 
recorded so as to enable the areas containing minefields, mines and booby-traps to be 
identified.

PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF
INCENDIARY WEAPONS 

(PROTOCOL III)
Article 1

Definitions

For the purpose of this Protocol:

1. "Incendiary weapon" means any weapon or munition which is primarily designed to set 
fire to objects or to cause burn injury to persons through the action of flame, heat, or a 
combination thereof, produced by a chemical reaction of a substance delivered on the 
target.

(a) Incendiary weapons can take the form of, for example, flame throwers, fougasses, 
shells, rockets, grenades, mines, bombs and other containers of incendiary substances.

(b) Incendiary weapons do not include:

(i) Munitions which may have incidental incendiary effects, such as illuminants, tracers, 
smoke or signalling systems;

(ii) Munitions designed to combine penetration, blast or 
fragmentation effects with an additional incendiary effect, such 
as armour-piercing projectiles, fragmentation shells, explosive 
bombs and similar combined-effects munitions in which the 
incendiary effect is not specifically designed to cause burn 
injury to persons, but to be used against military objectives, 
such as armoured vehicles, aircraft and installations or facilities.



2. "Concentration of civilians" means any concentration of civilians, be it permanent or 
temporary, such as in inhabited parts of cities, or inhabited towns or villages, or as in 
camps or columns of refugees or evacuees, or groups of nomads.

3. "Military objective" means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its 
nature, location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and 
whose total or partial destruction capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at 
the time, offers a definite military advantage.

4. "Civilian objects" are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 
3.

5. "Feasible precautions" are those precautions which are practicable or practically 
possible taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, including humanitarian 
and military considerations.

Article 2
Protection of civilians and civilian objects

1. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make the civilian population as such, individual 
civilians or civilian objects the object of attack by incendiary weapons.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make any military objective located within a 
concentration of civilians the object of attack by air-delivered incendiary weapons.

3. It is further prohibited to make any military objective located within a concentration of 
civilians the object of attack by means of incendiary weapons other than air-delivered 
incendiary weapons, except when such military objective is clearly separated from the 
concentration of civilians and all feasible precautions are taken with a view to limiting the 
incendiary effects to the military objective and to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, 
incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects.

4. It is prohibited to make forests or other kinds of plant cover the object of attack by 
incendiary weapons except when such natural elements are used to cover, conceal or 
camouflage combatants or other military objectives, or are themselves military objectives.

* * * * * 

Documents of the Review Conference of the States Parties to the 
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons

Vienna, 25 September-13 October 1995
Geneva, 22 April-3 May 1996 (Resumed Session)

Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps 
and Other Devices 

as Amended on 3 May 1996
(Protocol II as amended on 3 May 1996)

Annexed to the Convention
Article 1: Amended Protocol 

The Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other 
Devices (Protocol II), annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the 
Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious 



or to Have Indiscriminate Effects ("the Convention") is hereby amended. The text of the 
amended Protocol shall read as follows:

Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and 
Other Devices 

(Protocol II as amended on 3 May 1996)
Article 1

Scope of application

1. This Protocol relates to the use on land of the mines, booby-traps and other devices, 
defined herein, including mines laid to interdict beaches, waterway crossings or river 
crossings, but does not apply to the use of anti-ship mines at sea or in inland waterways.

2. This Protocol shall apply, in addition to situations referred to in Article 1 of this 
Convention, to situations referred to in Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 
August 1949. This Protocol shall not apply to situations of internal disturbances and 
tensions, such as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of violence and other acts of a similar 
nature, as not being armed conflicts.

3. In case of armed conflicts not of an international character occurring in the territory of 
one of the High Contracting Parties, each party to the conflict shall be bound to apply the 
prohibitions and restrictions of this Protocol.

4. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked for the purpose of affecting the sovereignty of a 
State or the responsibility of the Government, by all legitimate means, to maintain or re-
establish law and order in the State or to defend the national unity and territorial integrity of 
the State.

5. Nothing in this Protocol shall be invoked as a justification for intervening, directly or 
indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the armed conflict or in the internal or external affairs 
of the High Contracting Party in the territory of which that conflict occurs.

6. The application of the provisions of this Protocol to parties to a conflict, which are not 
High Contracting Parties that have accepted this Protocol, shall not change their legal 
status or the legal status of a disputed territory, either explicitly or implicitly.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purpose of this Protocol:

1. "Mine" means a munition placed under, on or near the ground or other surface area and 
designed to be exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person or vehicle.

2. "Remotely-delivered mine" means a mine not directly emplaced but delivered by 
artillery, missile, rocket, mortar, or similar means, or dropped from an aircraft. Mines 
delivered from a land-based system from less than 500 metres are not considered to be 
"remotely delivered", provided that they are used in accordance with Article 5 and other 
relevant Articles of this Protocol.

3. "Anti-personnel mine" means a mine primarily designed to be exploded by the 
presence, proximity or contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure or kill one or 
more persons.



4. "Booby-trap" means any device or material which is designed, constructed, or adapted 
to kill or injure, and which functions unexpectedly when a person disturbs or approaches 
an apparently harmless object or performs an apparently safe act.

5. "Other devices" means manually-emplaced munitions and devices including improvised 
explosive devices designed to kill, injure or damage and which are actuated manually, by 
remote control or automatically after a lapse of time.

6. "Military objective" means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its 
nature, location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and 
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at 
the time, offers a definite military advantage.

7. "Civilian objects" are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 
6 of this Article.

8. "Minefield" is a defined area in which mines have been emplaced and "mined area" is 
an area which is dangerous due to the presence of mines. "Phoney minefield" means an 
area free of mines that simulates a minefield. The term "minefield" includes phoney 
minefields.

9. "Recording" means a physical, administrative and technical operation designed to 
obtain, for the purpose of registration in official records, all available information facilitating 
the location of minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices.

10. "Self-destruction mechanism" means an incorporated or externally attached 
automatically-functioning mechanism which secures the destruction of the munition into 
which it is incorporated or to which it is attached.

11. "Self-neutralization mechanism" means an incorporated automatically-functioning 
mechanism which renders inoperable the munition into which it is incorporated.

12. "Self-deactivating" means automatically rendering a munition inoperable by means of 
the irreversible exhaustion of a component, for example, a battery, that is essential to the 
operation of the munition.

13. "Remote control" means control by commands from a distance.

14. "Anti-handling device" means a device intended to protect a mine and which is part of, 
linked to, attached to or placed under the mine and which activates when an attempt is 
made to tamper with the mine.

15. "Transfer" involves, in addition to the physical movement of mines into or from national 
territory, the transfer of title to and control over the mines, but does not involve the transfer 
of territory containing emplaced mines.

Article 3
General restrictions on the use of mines, booby-traps 

and other devices
1. This Article applies to: 



(a) mines; 
(b) booby-traps; and 
(c) other devices. 

2. Each High Contracting Party or party to a conflict is, in accordance with the provisions of 
this Protocol, responsible for all mines, booby-traps, and other devices employed by it and 
undertakes to clear, remove, destroy or maintain them as specified in Article 10 of this 
Protocol.

3. It is prohibited in all circumstances to use any mine, booby-trap or other device which is 
designed or of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering.

4. Weapons to which this Article applies shall strictly comply with the standards and 
limitations specified in the Technical Annex with respect to each particular category.

5. It is prohibited to use mines, booby-traps or other devices which employ a mechanism 
or device specifically designed to detonate the munition by the presence of commonly 
available mine detectors as a result of their magnetic or other non-contact influence during 
normal use in detection operations.

6. It is prohibited to use a self-deactivating mine equipped with an anti-handling device that 
is designed in such a manner that the anti-handling device is capable of functioning after 
the mine has ceased to be capable of functioning.

7. It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons to which this Article applies, either 
in offence, defence or by way of reprisals, against the civilian population as such or 
against individual civilians or civilian objects.

8. The indiscriminate use of weapons to which this Article applies is prohibited. 
Indiscriminate use is any placement of such weapons:

(a) which is not on, or directed against, a military objective. In case of doubt as to whether 
an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as a place of worship, a 
house or other dwelling or a school, is being used to make an effective contribution to 
military action, it shall be presumed not to be so used; 

(b) which employs a method or means of delivery which cannot be directed at a specific 
military objective; or

(c) which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, 
damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation 
to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated.

9. Several clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in a city, town, village 
or other area containing a similar concentration of civilians or civilian objects are not to be 
treated as a single military objective.

10. All feasible precautions shall be taken to protect civilians from the effects of weapons 
to which this Article applies. Feasible precautions are those precautions which are 
practicable or practically possible taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, 
including humanitarian and military considerations. These circumstances include, but are 
not limited to:



(a) the short- and long-term effect of mines upon the local civilian population for the 
duration of the minefield;
(b) possible measures to protect civilians (for example, fencing, signs, warning and 
monitoring);
(c) the availability and feasibility of using alternatives; and
(d) the short- and long-term military requirements for a minefield.

11. Effective advance warning shall be given of any emplacement of mines, booby-traps 
and other devices which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not 
permit.

Article 4
Restrictions on the use of anti-personnel mines

It is prohibited to use anti-personnel mines which are not detectable, as specified in 
paragraph 2 of the Technical Annex.

Article 5
Restrictions on the use of anti-personnel mines

other than remotely-delivered mines

1. This Article applies to anti-personnel mines other than remotely-delivered mines.

2. It is prohibited to use weapons to which this Article applies which are not in compliance 
with the provisions on self-destruction and self-deactivation in the Technical Annex, unless:

(a) such weapons are placed within a perimeter-marked area which is monitored by 
military personnel and protected by fencing or other means, to ensure the effective 
exclusion of civilians from the area. The marking must be of a distinct and durable 
character and must at least be visible to a person who is about to enter the perimeter-
marked area; and

(b) such weapons are cleared before the area is abandoned, unless the area is turned 
over to the forces of another State which accept responsibility for the maintenance of the 
protections required by this Article and the subsequent clearance of those weapons.

3. A party to a conflict is relieved from further compliance with the provisions of sub-
paragraphs 2 (a) and 2 (b) of this Article only if such compliance is not feasible due to 
forcible loss of control of the area as a result of enemy military action, including situations 
where direct enemy military action makes it impossible to comply. If that party regains 
control of the area, it shall resume compliance with the provisions of sub-paragraphs 2 (a) 
and 2 (b) of this Article.

4. If the forces of a party to a conflict gain control of an area in which weapons to which 
this Article applies have been laid, such forces shall, to the maximum extent feasible, 
maintain and, if necessary, establish the protections required by this Article until such 
weapons have been cleared.

5. All feasible measures shall be taken to prevent the unauthorized removal, defacement, 
destruction or concealment of any device, system or material used to establish the 
perimeter of a perimeter-marked area.



6. Weapons to which this Article applies which propel fragments in a horizontal arc of less 
than 90 degrees and which are placed on or above the ground may be used without the 
measures provided for in sub-paragraph 2 (a) of this Article for a maximum period of 72 
hours, if:

(a) they are located in immediate proximity to the military unit that emplaced them; and
(b) the area is monitored by military personnel to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians.

Article 6
Restrictions on the use of remotely-delivered mines

1. It is prohibited to use remotely-delivered mines unless they are recorded in accordance 
with sub-paragraph 1 (b) of the Technical Annex.

2. It is prohibited to use remotely-delivered anti-personnel mines which are not in 
compliance with the provisions on self-destruction and self-deactivation in the Technical 
Annex.

3. It is prohibited to use remotely-delivered mines other than anti-personnel mines, unless, 
to the extent feasible, they are equipped with an effective self-destruction or self-
neutralization mechanism and have a back-up self-deactivation feature, which is designed 
so that the mine will no longer function as a mine when the mine no longer serves the 
military purpose for which it was placed in position.

4. Effective advance warning shall be given of any delivery or dropping of remotely-
delivered mines which may affect the civilian population, unless circumstances do not 
permit.

Article 7
Prohibitions on the use of booby-traps and other devices

1. Without prejudice to the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict relating to 
treachery and perfidy, it is prohibited in all circumstances to use booby-traps and other 
devices which are in any way attached to or associated with:

(a) internationally recognized protective emblems, signs or signals;
(b) sick, wounded or dead persons;
(c) burial or cremation sites or graves;
(d) medical facilities, medical equipment, medical supplies or medical transportation;
(e) children's toys or other portable objects or products specially designed for the feeding, 
health, hygiene, clothing or education of children;
(f) food or drink;
(g) kitchen utensils or appliances except in military establishments, military locations or 
military supply depots;
(h) objects clearly of a religious nature;
(i) historic monuments, works of art or places of worship which constitute the cultural or 
spiritual heritage of peoples; or
(j) animals or their carcasses.

2. It is prohibited to use booby-traps or other devices in the form of apparently harmless 
portable objects which are specifically designed and constructed to contain explosive 
material.



3. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 3, it is prohibited to use weapons to which 
this Article applies in any city, town, village or other area containing a similar concentration 
of civilians in which combat between ground forces is not taking place or does not appear 
to be imminent, unless either:

(a) they are placed on or in the close vicinity of a military objective; or
(b) measures are taken to protect civilians from their effects, for example, the posting of 
warning sentries, the issuing of warnings or the provision of fences.

Article 8
Transfers

1. In order to promote the purposes of this Protocol, each High Contracting Party:

(a) undertakes not to transfer any mine the use of which is prohibited by this Protocol;

(b) undertakes not to transfer any mine to any recipient other than a State or a State 
agency authorized to receive such transfers;

(c) undertakes to exercise restraint in the transfer of any mine the use of which is restricted 
by this Protocol. In particular, each High Contracting Party undertakes not to transfer any 
anti-personnel mines to States which are not bound by this Protocol, unless the recipient 
State agrees to apply this Protocol; and

(d) undertakes to ensure that any transfer in accordance with this Article takes place in full 
compliance, by both the transferring and the recipient State, with the relevant provisions of 
this Protocol and the applicable norms of international humanitarian law.

2. In the event that a High Contracting Party declares that it will defer compliance with 
specific provisions on the use of certain mines, as provided for in the Technical Annex, 
sub-paragraph 1 (a) of this Article shall however apply to such mines.

3. All High Contracting Parties, pending the entry into force of this Protocol, will refrain 
from any actions which would be inconsistent with sub-paragraph 1(a) of this Article.

Article 9
Recording and use of information on minefields, mined areas, 

mines, booby-traps and other devices

1. All information concerning minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other 
devices shall be recorded in accordance with the provisions of the Technical Annex.

2. All such records shall be retained by the parties to a conflict, who shall, without delay 
after the cessation of active hostilities, take all necessary and appropriate measures, 
including the use of such information, to protect civilians from the effects of minefields, 
mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices in areas under their control.

At the same time, they shall also make available to the other party or parties to the conflict 
and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations all such information in their possession 
concerning minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices laid by them in 
areas no longer under their control; provided, however, subject to reciprocity, where the 
forces of a party to a conflict are in the territory of an adverse party, either party may 
withhold such information from the Secretary-General and the other party, to the extent 



that security interests require such withholding, until neither party is in the territory of the 
other. In the latter case, the information withheld shall be disclosed as soon as those 
security interests permit. Wherever possible, the parties to the conflict shall seek, by 
mutual agreement, to provide for the release of such information at the earliest possible 
time in a manner consistent with the security interests of each party.

3. This Article is without prejudice to the provisions of Articles 10 and 12 of this Protocol.

Article 10
Removal of minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps

and other devices and international cooperation

1. Without delay after the cessation of active hostilities, all minefields, mined areas, mines, 
booby-traps and other devices shall be cleared, removed, destroyed or maintained in 
accordance with Article 3 and paragraph 2 of Article 5 of this Protocol.

2. High Contracting Parties and parties to a conflict bear such responsibility with respect to 
minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices in areas under their 
control.

3. With respect to minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices laid by a 
party in areas over which it no longer exercises control, such party shall provide to the 
party in control of the area pursuant to paragraph 2 of this Article, to the extent permitted 
by such party, technical and material assistance necessary to fulfil such responsibility.

4. At all times necessary, the parties shall endeavour to reach agreement, both among 
themselves and, where appropriate, with other States and with international organizations, 
on the provision of technical and material assistance, including, in appropriate 
circumstances, the undertaking of joint operations necessary to fulfil such responsibilities.

Article 11
Technological cooperation and assistance

1. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to facilitate and shall have the right to 
participate in the fullest possible exchange of equipment, material and scientific and 
technological information concerning the implementation of this Protocol and means of 
mine clearance. In particular, High Contracting Parties shall not impose undue restrictions 
on the provision of mine clearance equipment and related technological information for 
humanitarian purposes.

2. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to provide information to the database on mine 
clearance established within the United Nations System, especially information concerning 
various means and technologies of mine clearance, and lists of experts, expert agencies 
or national points of contact on mine clearance.

3. Each High Contracting Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for mine 
clearance through the United Nations System, other international bodies or on a bilateral 
basis, or contribute to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine 
Clearance.

4. Requests by High Contracting Parties for assistance, substantiated by relevant 
information, may be submitted to the United Nations, to other appropriate bodies or to 
other States. These requests may be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United 



Nations, who shall transmit them to all High Contracting Parties and to relevant 
international organizations.

5. In the case of requests to the United Nations, the SecretaryGeneral of the United 
Nations, within the resources available to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
may take appropriate steps to assess the situation and, in cooperation with the requesting 
High Contracting Party, determine the appropriate provision of assistance in mine 
clearance or implementation of the Protocol. The Secretary-General may also report to 
High Contracting Parties on any such assessment as well as on the type and scope of 
assistance required.

6. Without prejudice to their constitutional and other legal provisions, the High Contracting 
Parties undertake to cooperate and transfer technology to facilitate the implementation of 
the relevant prohibitions and restrictions set out in this Protocol.

7. Each High Contracting Party has the right to seek and receive technical assistance, 
where appropriate, from another High Contracting Party on specific relevant technology, 
other than weapons technology, as necessary and feasible, with a view to reducing any 
period of deferral for which provision is made in the Technical Annex.

Article 12
Protection from the effects of minefields, mined areas, 

mines, booby-traps and other devices
1. Application

(a) With the exception of the forces and missions referred to in sub-paragraph 2(a)(i) of 
this Article, this Article applies only to missions which are performing functions in an area 
with the consent of the High Contracting Party on whose territory the functions are 
performed.

(b) The application of the provisions of this Article to parties to a conflict which are not High 
Contracting Parties shall not change their legal status or the legal status of a disputed 
territory, either explicitly or implicitly.

(c) The provisions of this Article are without prejudice to existing international humanitarian 
law, or other international instruments as applicable, or decisions by the Security Council 
of the United Nations, which provide for a higher level of protection to personnel 
functioning in accordance with this Article.

2. Peace-keeping and certain other forces and missions

(a) This paragraph applies to:
(i) any United Nations force or mission performing peace-keeping, 
observation or similar functions in any area in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations; and

(ii) any mission established pursuant to Chapter VIII of the Charter of the 
United Nations and performing its functions in the area of a conflict.

(b) Each High Contracting Party or party to a conflict, if so requested by the head of a 
force or mission to which this paragraph applies, shall:

(i) so far as it is able, take such measures as are necessary to protect the 



force or mission from the effects of mines, booby-traps and other devices in 
any area under its control;

(ii) if necessary in order effectively to protect such personnel, remove or 
render harmless, so far as it is able, all mines, booby-traps and other devices 
in that area; and

(iii) inform the head of the force or mission of the location of all known 
minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices in the area in 
which the force or mission is performing its functions and, so far as is 
feasible, make available to the head of the force or mission all information in 
its possession concerning such minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps 
and other devices.

3. Humanitarian and fact-finding missions of the United Nations System

(a) This paragraph applies to any humanitarian or fact-finding mission of the United 
Nations System.

(b) Each High Contracting Party or party to a conflict, if so requested by the head of a 
mission to which this paragraph applies, shall:

(i) provide the personnel of the mission with the protections set out in sub-
paragraph 2(b)(i) of this Article; and 

(ii) if access to or through any place under its control is necessary for the 
performance of the mission's functions and in order to provide the personnel 
of the mission with safe passage to or through that place:

(aa) unless on-going hostilities prevent, inform the head of the mission 
of a safe route to that place if such information is available; or 

(bb) if information identifying a safe route is not provided in 
accordance with sub-paragraph (aa), so far as is necessary and 
feasible, clear a lane through minefields.

4. Missions of the International Committee of the Red Cross

(a) This paragraph applies to any mission of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
performing functions with the consent of the host State or States as provided for by the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and, where applicable, their Additional Protocols.

(b) Each High Contracting Party or party to a conflict, if so requested by the head of a 
mission to which this paragraph applies, shall:

(i) provide the personnel of the mission with the protections set out in sub-
paragraph 2(b)(i) of this Article; and

(ii) take the measures set out in sub-paragraph 3(b)(ii) of this Article.
5. Other humanitarian missions and missions of enquiry

(a) Insofar as paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this Article do not apply to them, this paragraph 
applies to the following missions when they are performing functions in the area of a 
conflict or to assist the victims of a conflict:

(i) any humanitarian mission of a national Red Cross or Red Crescent society 



or of their International Federation; 

(ii) any mission of an impartial humanitarian organization, including any 
impartial humanitarian demining mission; and

(iii) any mission of enquiry established pursuant to the provisions of the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and, where applicable, their 
Additional Protocols.

(b) Each High Contracting Party or party to a conflict, if so requested by the head of a 
mission to which this paragraph applies, shall, so far as is feasible:

(i) provide the personnel of the mission with the protections set out in sub-
paragraph 2(b)(i) of this Article; and

(ii) take the measures set out in subparagraph 3(b)(ii) of this Article. 
6. Confidentiality

All information provided in confidence pursuant to this Article shall be treated by the 
recipient in strict confidence and shall not be released outside the force or mission 
concerned without the express authorization of the provider of the information.

7. Respect for laws and regulations

Without prejudice to such privileges and immunities as they may enjoy or to the 
requirements of their duties, personnel participating in the forces and missions referred to 
in this Article shall:

(a) respect the laws and regulations of the host State; and
(b) refrain from any action or activity incompatible with the impartial and international 
nature of their duties.

Article 13 

Consultations of High Contracting Parties

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to consult and cooperate with each other on all 
issues related to the operation of this Protocol. For this purpose, a conference of High 
Contracting Parties shall be held annually.

2. Participation in the annual conferences shall be determined by their agreed Rules of 
Procedure.

3. The work of the conference shall include:

(a) review of the operation and status of this Protocol; 
(b) consideration of matters arising from reports by High Contracting Parties according to 
paragraph 4 of this Article;
(c) preparation for review conferences; and
(d) consideration of the development of technologies to protect civilians against 
indiscriminate effects of mines.

4. The High Contracting Parties shall provide annual reports to the Depositary, who shall 



circulate them to all High Contracting Parties in advance of the conference, on any of the 
following matters:

(a) dissemination of information on this Protocol to their armed forces and to the civilian 
population;
(b) mine clearance and rehabilitation programmes;
(c) steps taken to meet technical requirements of this Protocol and any other relevant 
information pertaining thereto;
(d) legislation related to this Protocol;
(e) measures taken on international technical information exchange, on international 
cooperation on mine clearance, and on technical cooperation and assistance; and
(f) other relevant matters.

5. The cost of the Conference of High Contracting Parties shall be borne by the High 
Contracting Parties and States not parties participating in the work of the conference, in 
accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted appropriately.

Article 14 

Compliance

1. Each High Contracting Party shall take all appropriate steps, including legislative and 
other measures, to prevent and suppress violations of this Protocol by persons or on 
territory under its jurisdiction or control.

2. The measures envisaged in paragraph 1 of this Article include appropriate measures to 
ensure the imposition of penal sanctions against persons who, in relation to an armed 
conflict and contrary to the provisions of this Protocol, wilfully kill or cause serious injury to 
civilians and to bring such persons to justice.

3. Each High Contracting Party shall also require that its armed forces issue relevant 
military instructions and operating procedures and that armed forces personnel receive 
training commensurate with their duties and responsibilities to comply with the provisions 
of this Protocol.

4. The High Contracting Parties undertake to consult each other and to cooperate with 
each other bilaterally, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations or through 
other appropriate international procedures, to resolve any problems that may arise with 
regard to the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Protocol.

Technical Annex
1. Recording

(a) Recording of the location of mines other than remotely-delivered mines, minefields, 
mined areas, booby-traps and other devices shall be carried out in accordance with the 
following provisions:

(i) the location of the minefields, mined areas and areas of booby-traps and 
other devices shall be specified accurately by relation to the coordinates of at 
least two reference points and the estimated dimensions of the area 
containing these weapons in relation to those reference points;

(ii) maps, diagrams or other records shall be made in such a way as to 



indicate the location of minefields, mined areas, booby-traps and other 
devices in relation to reference points, and these records shall also indicate 
their perimeters and extent; and

(iii) for purposes of detection and clearance of mines, booby-traps and other 
devices, maps, diagrams or other records shall contain complete information 
on the type, number, emplacing method, type of fuse and life time, date and 
time of laying, anti-handling devices (if any) and other relevant information on 
all these weapons laid. Whenever feasible the minefield record shall show 
the exact location of every mine, except in row minefields where the row 
location is sufficient. The precise location and operating mechanism of each 
booby-trap laid shall be individually recorded.

(b) The estimated location and area of remotely-delivered mines shall be specified by 
coordinates of reference points (normally corner points) and shall be ascertained and 
when feasible marked on the ground at the earliest opportunity. The total number and type 
of mines laid, the date and time of laying and the self-destruction time periods shall also be 
recorded.

(c) Copies of records shall be held at a level of command sufficient to guarantee their 
safety as far as possible.

(d) The use of mines produced after the entry into force of this Protocol is prohibited 
unless they are marked in English or in the respective national language or languages with 
the following information:

(i) name of the country of origin;
(ii) month and year of production; and
(iii) serial number or lot number.

The marking should be visible, legible, durable and resistant to environmental effects, as 
far as possible.

2. Specifications on detectability

(a) With respect to anti-personnel mines produced after 1 January 1997, such mines shall 
incorporate in their construction a material or device that enables the mine to be detected 
by commonly-available technical mine detection equipment and provides a response 
signal equivalent to a signal from 8 grammes or more of iron in a single coherent mass.

(b) With respect to anti-personnel mines produced before 1 January 1997, such mines 
shall either incorporate in their construction, or have attached prior to their emplacement, 
in a manner not easily removable, a material or device that enables the mine to be 
detected by commonly-available technical mine detection equipment and provides a 
response signal equivalent to a signal from 8 grammes or more of iron in a single coherent 
mass.

(c) In the event that a High Contracting Party determines that it cannot immediately comply 
with sub-paragraph (b), it may declare at the time of its notification of consent to be bound 
by this Protocol that it will defer compliance with sub-paragraph (b) for a period not to 
exceed 9 years from the entry into force of this Protocol. In the meantime it shall, to the 
extent feasible, minimize the use of anti-personnel mines that do not so comply.

3. Specifications on self-destruction and self-deactivation



(a) All remotely-delivered anti-personnel mines shall be designed and constructed so that 
no more than 10% of activated mines will fail to self-destruct within 30 days after 
emplacement, and each mine shall have a back-up self-deactivation feature designed and 
constructed so that, in combination with the self-destruction mechanism, no more than one 
in one thousand activated mines will function as a mine 120 days after emplacement.

(b) All non-remotely delivered anti-personnel mines, used outside marked areas, as 
defined in Article 5 of this Protocol, shall comply with the requirements for self-destruction 
and self-deactivation stated in sub-paragraph (a).

(c) In the event that a High Contracting Party determines that it cannot immediately comply 
with sub-paragraphs (a) and/or (b), it may declare at the time of its notification of consent 
to be bound by this Protocol, that it will, with respect to mines produced prior to the entry 
into force of this Protocol, defer compliance with sub-paragraphs (a) and/or (b) for a period 
not to exceed 9 years from the entry into force of this Protocol.

During this period of deferral, the High Contracting Party shall:
(i) undertake to minimize, to the extent feasible, the use of anti-personnel 
mines that do not so comply; and
(ii) with respect to remotely-delivered anti-personnel mines, comply with 
either the requirements for self-destruction or the requirements for self-
deactivation and, with respect to other anti-personnel mines comply with at 
least the requirements for self-deactivation.

4. International signs for minefields and mined areas:
Signs similar to the example attached and as specified below shall be utilized in the 
marking of minefields and mined areas to ensure their visibility and recognition by the 
civilian population:
(a) size and shape: a triangle or square no smaller than 28 centimetres (11 inches) by 20 
centimetres (7.9 inches) for a triangle, and 15 centimetres (6 inches) per side for a square;
(b) colour: red or orange with a yellow reflecting border;
(c) symbol: the symbol illustrated in the Attachment, or an alternative readily recognizable 
in the area in which the sign is to be displayed as identifying a dangerous area;
(d) language: the sign should contain the word "mines" in one of the six official languages 
of the Convention (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish) and the 
language or languages prevalent in that area; and
(e) spacing: signs should be placed around the minefield or mined area at a distance 
sufficient to ensure their visibility at any point by a civilian approaching the area.
Attachment



Article 2: Entry into force
This amended Protocol shall enter into force as provided for in paragraph 1(b) of Article 8 
of the Convention.

Additional Protocol to the Convention on Prohibitions 
or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 

Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or
to Have Indiscriminate Effects

Vienna, 13 October 1995
Article 1: Additional Protocol

The following protocol shall be annexed to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions 
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively 
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects ("the Convention") as Protocol IV:

Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons 



(Protocol IV) 
Article 1

It is prohibited to employ laser weapons specifically designed, as their sole combat 
function or as one of their combat functions, to cause permanent blindness to unenhanced 
vision, that is to the naked eye or to the eye with corrective eyesight devices. The High 
Contracting Parties shall not transfer such weapons to any State or non–State entity.

Article 2

In the employment of laser systems, the High Contracting Parties shall take all feasible 
precautions to avoid the incidence of permanent blindness to unenhanced vision. Such 
precautions shall include training of their armed forces and other practical measures.

Article 3

Blinding as an incidental or collateral effect of the legitimate military employment of laser 
systems, including laser systems used against optical equipment, is not covered by the 
prohibition of this Protocol.

Article 4

For the purpose of this Protocol "permanent blindness" means irreversible and 
uncorrectable loss of vision which is seriously disabling with no prospect of recovery. 
Serious disability is equivalent to visual acuity of less than 20/200 Snellen measured using 
both eyes.

Article 2: Entry into force
This Protocol shall enter into force as provided for in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 5 of the 
Convention.

Additional Protocol V, 
entitled Protocol on explosive remnants of War. 

Geneva, 28 November 2003.

Not yet 
in force: 

see article 5, paragraph 3 of the Convention which reads, in part, as follows: 
"protocols ... shall enter into force six months after the date by which twenty 
States have notified their consent to be bound by it ..... ".

Text: Doc.CCW/MSP/2003/2. 
Note: The above Protocol was adopted by the Meeting of the States Parties to the 
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects held 
in Geneva on 28 November 2003. The Protocol shall be open to all States for consent to 
be bound in accordance with article 4 of the Convention. 

Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War

The High Contracting Parties,

Recognising the serious post-conflict humanitarian problems caused by explosive 
remnants of war, 



Conscious of the need to conclude a Protocol on post-conflict remedial measures of a 
generic nature in order to minimise the risks and effects of explosive remnants of war,

And willing to address generic preventive measures, through voluntary best practices 
specified in a Technical Annex for improving the reliability of munitions, and therefore 
minimising the occurrence of explosive remnants of war,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

General provision and scope of application

1. In conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and of the rules of the international 
law of armed conflict applicable to them, High Contracting Parties agree to comply with the 
obligations specified in this Protocol, both individually and in co-operation with other High 
Contracting Parties, to minimise the risks and effects of explosive remnants of war in post-
conflict situations.

2. This Protocol shall apply to explosive remnants of war on the land territory including 
internal waters of High Contracting Parties.

3. This Protocol shall apply to situations resulting from conflicts referred to in Article 1, 
paragraphs 1 to 6, of the Convention, as amended on 21 December 2001. 

4. Articles 3, 4, 5 and 8 of this Protocol apply to explosive remnants of war other than 
existing explosive remnants of war as defined in Article 2, paragraph 5 of this Protocol.

Article 2
Definitions

For the purpose of this Protocol,

1. Explosive ordnance means conventional munitions containing explosives, with the 
exception of mines, booby traps and other devices as defined in Protocol II of this 
Convention as amended on 3 May 1996.

2. Unexploded ordnance means explosive ordnance that has been primed, fused, armed, 
or otherwise prepared for use and used in an armed conflict. It may have been fired, 
dropped, launched or projected and should have exploded but failed to do so.

3. Abandoned explosive ordnance means explosive ordnance that has not been used 
during an armed conflict, that has been left behind or dumped by a party to an armed 
conflict, and which is no longer under control of the party that left it behind or dumped it. 
Abandoned explosive ordnance may or may not have been primed, fused, armed or 
otherwise prepared for use.

4. Explosive remnants of war means unexploded ordnance and abandoned explosive 
ordnance.

5. Existing explosive remnants of war means unexploded ordnance and abandoned 
explosive ordnance that existed prior to the entry into force of this Protocol for the High 
Contracting Party on whose territory it exists.

Article 3
Clearance, removal or destruction of explosive remnants of war



1. Each High Contracting Party and party to an armed conflict shall bear the 
responsibilities set out in this Article with respect to all explosive remnants of war in 
territory under its control. In cases where a user of explosive ordnance which has become 
explosive remnants of war, does not exercise control of the territory, the user shall, after 
the cessation of active hostilities, provide where feasible, inter alia technical, financial, 
material or human resources assistance, bilaterally or through a mutually agreed third 
party, including inter alia through the United Nations system or other relevant 
organisations, to facilitate the marking and clearance, removal or destruction of such 
explosive remnants of war.

2. After the cessation of active hostilities and as soon as feasible, each High Contracting 
Party and party to an armed conflict shall mark and clear, remove or destroy explosive 
remnants of war in affected territories under its control. Areas affected by explosive 
remnants of war which are assessed pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Article as posing a 
serious humanitarian risk shall be accorded priority status for clearance, removal or 
destruction.

3. After the cessation of active hostilities and as soon as feasible, each High Contracting 
Party and party to an armed conflict shall take the following measures in affected territories 
under its control, to reduce the risks posed by explosive remnants of war: 

(a) survey and assess the threat posed by explosive remnants of war;
(b) assess and prioritise needs and practicability in terms of marking and clearance, 
removal or destruction; 
(c) mark and clear, remove or destroy explosive remnants of war;
(d) take steps to mobilise resources to carry out these activities.

4. In conducting the above activities High Contracting Parties and parties to an armed 
conflict shall take into account international standards, including the International Mine 
Action Standards.

5. High Contracting Parties shall co-operate, where appropriate, both among themselves 
and with other states, relevant regional and international organisations and non-
governmental organisations on the provision of inter alia technical, financial, material and 
human resources assistance including, in appropriate circumstances, the undertaking of 
joint operations necessary to fulfil the provisions of this Article.

Article 4
Recording, retaining and transmission of information

1. High Contracting Parties and parties to an armed conflict shall to the maximum extent 
possible and as far as practicable record and retain information on the use of explosive 
ordnance or abandonment of explosive ordnance, to facilitate the rapid marking and 
clearance, removal or destruction of explosive remnants of war, risk education and the 
provision of relevant information to the party in control of the territory and to civilian 
populations in that territory.

2. High Contracting Parties and parties to an armed conflict which have used or 
abandoned explosive ordnance which may have become explosive remnants of war shall, 
without delay after the cessation of active hostilities and as far as practicable, subject to 
these parties' legitimate security interests, make available such information to the party or 
parties in control of the affected area, bilaterally or through a mutually agreed third party 



including inter alia the United Nations or, upon request, to other relevant organisations 
which the party providing the information is satisfied are or will be undertaking risk 
education and the marking and clearance, removal or destruction of explosive remnants of 
war in the affected area.

3. In recording, retaining and transmitting such information, the High Contracting Parties 
should have regard to Part 1 of the Technical Annex.

Article 5
Other precautions for the protection of the civilian population, individual civilians 

and civilian objects from the risks and effects
of explosive remnants of war

1. High Contracting Parties and parties to an armed conflict shall take all feasible 
precautions in the territory under their control affected by explosive remnants of war to 
protect the civilian population, individual civilians and civilian objects from the risks and 
effects of explosive remnants of war. Feasible precautions are those precautions which are 
practicable or practicably possible, taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, 
including humanitarian and military considerations. These precautions may include 
warnings, risk education to the civilian population, marking, fencing and monitoring of 
territory affected by explosive remnants of war, as set out in Part 2 of the Technical Annex.

Article 6
Provisions for the protection of humanitarian missions and organisations from the 

effects of explosive remnants of war

1. Each High Contracting Party and party to an armed conflict shall:

(a) Protect, as far as feasible, from the effects of explosive remnants of war, humanitarian 
missions and organisations that are or will be operating in the area under the control of the 
High Contracting Party or party to an armed conflict and with that party's consent.
(b) Upon request by such a humanitarian mission or organisation, provide, as far as 
feasible, information on the location of all explosive remnants of war that it is aware of in 
territory where the requesting humanitarian mission or organisation will operate or is 
operating. 

2. The provisions of this Article are without prejudice to existing International Humanitarian 
Law or other international instruments as applicable or decisions by the Security Council of 
the United Nations which provide for a higher level of protection.

Article 7
Assistance with respect to existing explosive remnants of war

1. Each High Contracting Party has the right to seek and receive assistance, where 
appropriate, from other High Contracting Parties, from states non-party and relevant 
international organisations and institutions in dealing with the problems posed by existing 
explosive remnants of war.

2. Each High Contracting Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance in dealing 
with the problems posed by existing explosive remnants of war, as necessary and feasible. 
In so doing, High Contracting Parties shall also take into account the humanitarian 
objectives of this Protocol, as well as international standards including the International 
Mine Action Standards.



Article 8
Co-operation and assistance

1. Each High Contracting Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the 
marking and clearance, removal or destruction of explosive remnants of war, and for risk 
education to civilian populations and related activities inter alia through the United Nations 
system, other relevant international, regional or national organisations or institutions, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies 
and their International Federation, non-governmental organisations, or on a bilateral basis. 

2. Each High Contracting Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the care 
and rehabilitation and social and economic reintegration of victims of explosive remnants 
of war. Such assistance may be provided inter alia through the United Nations system, 
relevant international, regional or national organisations or institutions, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies and their 
International Federation, non-governmental organisations, or on a bilateral basis.

3. Each High Contracting Party in a position to do so shall contribute to trust funds within 
the United Nations system, as well as other relevant trust funds, to facilitate the provision 
of assistance under this Protocol.

4. Each High Contracting Party shall have the right to participate in the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, material and scientific and technological information other than 
weapons related technology, necessary for the implementation of this Protocol. High 
Contracting Parties undertake to facilitate such exchanges in accordance with national 
legislation and shall not impose undue restrictions on the provision of clearance equipment 
and related technological information for humanitarian purposes.

5. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to provide information to the relevant 
databases on mine action established within the United Nations system, especially 
information concerning various means and technologies of clearance of explosive 
remnants of war, lists of experts, expert agencies or national points of contact on 
clearance of explosive remnants of war and, on a voluntary basis, technical information on 
relevant types of explosive ordnance.

6. High Contracting Parties may submit requests for assistance substantiated by relevant 
information to the United Nations, to other appropriate bodies or to other states. These 
requests may be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall 
transmit them to all High Contracting Parties and to relevant international organisations 
and non-governmental organisations.

7. In the case of requests to the United Nations, the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, within the resources available to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
may take appropriate steps to assess the situation and in co-operation with the requesting 
High Contracting Party and other High Contracting Parties with responsibility as set out in 
Article 3 above, recommend the appropriate provision of assistance. The Secretary-
General may also report to High Contracting Parties on any such assessment as well as 
on the type and scope of assistance required, including possible contributions from the 
trust funds established within the United Nations system.

Article 9
Generic preventive measures



1. Bearing in mind the different situations and capacities, each High Contracting Party is 
encouraged to take generic preventive measures aimed at minimising the occurrence of 
explosive remnants of war, including, but not limited to, those referred to in part 3 of the 
Technical Annex.

2. Each High Contracting Party may, on a voluntary basis, exchange information related to 
efforts to promote and establish best practices in respect of paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 10
Consultations of High Contracting Parties

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to consult and co-operate with each other on all 
issues related to the operation of this Protocol. For this purpose, a Conference of High 
Contracting Parties shall be held as agreed to by a majority, but no less than eighteen 
High Contracting Parties.

2. The work of the conferences of High Contracting Parties shall include:

(a) review of the status and operation of this Protocol;
(b) consideration of matters pertaining to national implementation of this Protocol, 
including national reporting or updating on an annual basis.
(c) preparation for review conferences.

3. The costs of the Conference of High Contracting Parties shall be borne by the High 
Contracting Parties and States not parties participating in the Conference, in accordance 
with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted appropriately.

Article 11
Compliance

1. Each High Contracting Party shall require that its armed forces and relevant agencies or 
departments issue appropriate instructions and operating procedures and that its 
personnel receive training consistent with the relevant provisions of this Protocol.

2. The High Contracting Parties undertake to consult each other and to co-operate with 
each other bilaterally, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations or through 
other appropriate international procedures, to resolve any problems that may arise with 
regard to the interpretation and application of the provisions of this Protocol.

Technical Annex

This Technical Annex contains suggested best practice for achieving the objectives 
contained in Articles 4, 5 and 9 of this Protocol. This Technical Annex will be implemented 
by High Contracting Parties on a voluntary basis.

1. Recording, storage and release of information for Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) 
and Abandoned Explosive Ordnance (AXO)

(a) Recording of information: Regarding explosive ordnance which may have become 
UXO a State should endeavour to record the following information as accurately as 
possible:

(i) the location of areas targeted using explosive ordnance;



(ii) the approximate number of explosive ordnance used in the areas under 
(i);
(iii) the type and nature of explosive ordnance used in areas under (i);

(iv) the general location of known and probable UXO;

Where a State has been obliged to abandon explosive ordnance in the course of 
operations, it should endeavour to leave AXO in a safe and secure manner and record 
information on this ordnance as follows:

(v) the location of AXO;
(vi) the approximate amount of AXO at each specific site;
(vii) the types of AXO at each specific site.

(b) Storage of information: Where a State has recorded information in accordance with 
paragraph (a), it should be stored in such a manner as to allow for its retrieval and 
subsequent release in accordance with paragraph (c).

(c) Release of information: Information recorded and stored by a State in accordance with 
paragraphs (a) and (b) should, taking into account the security interests and other 
obligations of the State providing the information, be released in accordance with the 
following provisions:

(i) Content: 
On UXO the released information should contain details on:

(1) the general location of known and probable UXO;
(2) the types and approximate number of explosive ordnance 
used in the targeted areas;
(3) the method of identifying the explosive ordnance including 
colour, size and shape and other relevant markings;
(4) the method for safe disposal of the explosive ordnance.

On AXO the released information should contain details on:
(5) the location of the AXO;
(6) the approximate number of AXO at each specific site;
(7) the types of AXO at each specific site;
(8) the method of identifying the AXO, including colour, size and 
shape;
(9) information on type and methods of packing for AXO; 
(10) state of readiness;
(11) the location and nature of any booby traps known to be 
present in the area of AXO.

ii) Recipient: The information should be released to the party or parties in 
control of the affected territory and to those persons or institutions that the 
releasing State is satisfied are, or will be, involved in UXO or AXO clearance 
in the affected area, in the education of the civilian population on the risks of 
UXO or AXO.

iii) Mechanism: A State should, where feasible, make use of those 
mechanisms established internationally or locally for the release of 
information, such as through UNMAS, IMSMA, and other expert 
agencies, as considered appropriate by the releasing State.



iv) Timing: The information should be released as soon as possible, taking 
into account such matters as any ongoing military and humanitarian 
operations in the affected areas, the availability and reliability of information 
and relevant security issues.

2. Warnings, risk education, marking, fencing and monitoring

Key terms

(a) Warnings are the punctual provision of cautionary information to the civilian population, 
intended to minimise risks caused by explosive remnants of war in affected territories.

(b) Risk education to the civilian population should consist of risk education programmes 
to facilitate information exchange between affected communities, government authorities 
and humanitarian organisations so that affected communities are informed about the threat 
from explosive remnants of war. Risk education programmes are usually a long term 
activity.

Best practice elements of warnings and risk education

(c) All programmes of warnings and risk education should, where possible, take into 
account prevailing national and international standards, including the International Mine 
Action Standards.

(d) Warnings and risk education should be provided to the affected civilian population 
which comprises civilians living in or around areas containing explosive remnants of war 
and civilians who transit such areas.

(e) Warnings should be given, as soon as possible, depending on the context and the 
information available. A risk education programme should replace a warnings programme 
as soon as possible. Warnings and risk education always should be provided to the 
affected communities at the earliest possible time.

(f) Parties to a conflict should employ third parties such as international organisations and 
non-governmental organisations when they do not have the resources and skills to deliver 
efficient risk education.

(g) Parties to a conflict should, if possible, provide additional resources for warnings and 
risk education. Such items might include: provision of logistical support, production of risk 
education materials, financial support and general cartographic information.

Marking, fencing, and monitoring of an explosive remnants of war affected area

(h) When possible, at any time during the course of a conflict and thereafter, where 
explosive remnants of war exist the parties to a conflict should, at the earliest possible time 
and to the maximum extent possible, ensure that areas containing explosive remnants of 
war are marked, fenced and monitored so as to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians, 
in accordance with the following provisions.

(i) Warning signs based on methods of marking recognised by the affected community 
should be utilised in the marking of suspected hazardous areas. Signs and other 



hazardous area boundary markers should as far as possible be visible, legible, durable 
and resistant to environmental effects and should clearly identify which side of the marked 
boundary is considered to be within the explosive remnants of war affected area and which 
side is considered to be safe. 

(j) An appropriate structure should be put in place with responsibility for the monitoring and 
maintenance of permanent and temporary marking systems, integrated with national and 
local risk education programmes.

3. Generic preventive measures

States producing or procuring explosive ordnance should to the extent possible and as 
appropriate endeavour to ensure that the following measures are implemented and 
respected during the life-cycle of explosive ordnance. 

(a) Munitions manufacturing management

(i) Production processes should be designed to achieve the greatest reliability of 
munitions.
(ii) Production processes should be subject to certified quality control measures.
(iii) During the production of explosive ordnance, certified quality assurance standards that 
are internationally recognised should be applied.

(iv) Acceptance testing should be conducted through live-fire testing over a range of 
conditions or through other validated procedures.

(v) High reliability standards should be required in the course of explosive ordnance 
transactions and transfers.

(b) Munitions management

In order to ensure the best possible long-term reliability of explosive ordnance, States are 
encouraged to apply best practice norms and operating procedures with respect to its 
storage, transport, field storage, and handling in accordance with the following guidance. 
(i) Explosive ordnance, where necessary, should be stored in secure facilities or 
appropriate containers that protect the explosive ordnance and its components in a 
controlled atmosphere, if necessary.
(ii) A State should transport explosive ordnance to and from production facilities, storage 
facilities and the field in a manner that minimises damage to the explosive ordnance.
(iii) Appropriate containers and controlled environments, where necessary, should be used 
by a State when stockpiling and transporting explosive ordnance.
(iv) The risk of explosions in stockpiles should be minimised by the use of appropriate 
stockpile arrangements.
(v) States should apply appropriate explosive ordnance logging, tracking and testing 
procedures, which should include information on the date of manufacture of each number, 
lot or batch of explosive ordnance, and information on where the explosive ordnance has 
been, under what conditions it has been stored, and to what environmental factors it has 
been exposed.



(vi) Periodically, stockpiled explosive ordnance should undergo, where appropriate, live-
firing testing to ensure that munitions function as desired.
(vii) Sub-assemblies of stockpiled explosive ordnance should, where appropriate, undergo 
laboratory testing to ensure that munitions function as desired.
(viii) Where necessary, appropriate action, including adjustment to the expected shelf-life 
of ordnance, should be taken as a result of information acquired by logging, tracking and 
testing procedures, in order to maintain the reliability of stockpiled explosive ordnance.

(c) Training

The proper training of all personnel involved in the handling, transporting and use of 
explosive ordnance is an important factor in seeking to ensure its reliable operation as 
intended. States should therefore adopt and maintain suitable training programmes to 
ensure that personnel are properly trained with regard to the munitions with which they will 
be required to deal.

(d) Transfer

A State planning to transfer explosive ordnance to another State that did not previously 
possess that type of explosive ordnance should endeavour to ensure that the receiving 
State has the capability to store, maintain and use that explosive ordnance correctly.

(e) Future production

A State should examine ways and means of improving the reliability of explosive ordnance 
that it intends to produce or procure, with a view to achieving the highest possible 
reliability. 



Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
Opened for signature at New York: 18 December 1979 

Entered into force: 11 July 1984 

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations 

The States Parties to this Agreement,

Noting the achievements of States in the exploration and use of the moon and other 
celestial bodies,

Recognizing that the moon, as a natural satellite of the earth, has an important role to play 
in the exploration of outer space,

Determined to promote on the basis of equality the further development of co-operation 
among States in the exploration and use of the moon and other celestial bodies,

Desiring to prevent the moon from becoming an area of international conflict,

Bearing in mind the benefits which may be derived from the exploitation of the natural 
resources of the moon and other celestial bodies,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the Agreement on the 
Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into 
Outer Space, the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space 
Objects, and the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space, 

Taking into account the need to define and develop the provisions of these international 
instruments in relation to the moon and other celestial bodies, having regard to further 
progress in the exploration and use of outer space,

Have agreed on the following:
Article 1

1. The provisions of this Agreement relating to the moon shall also apply to other celestial 
bodies within the solar system, other than the earth, except in so far as specific legal 
norms enter into force with respect to any of these celestial bodies.

2. For the purposes of this Agreement reference to the moon shall include orbits around or 
other trajectories to or around it.

3. This Agreement does not apply to extraterrestrial materials which reach the surface of 
the earth by natural means.

Article 2

All activities on the moon, including its exploration and use, shall be carried out in 
accordance with international law, in particular the Charter of the United Nations, and 
taking into account the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 



Relations and Co-operation Among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations, adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970, in the interests of 
maintaining international peace and security and promoting international co-operation and 
mutual understanding, and with due regard to the corresponding interests of all other 
States Parties.

Article 3

1. The moon shall be used by all States Parties exclusively for peaceful purposes.

2. Any threat or use of force or any other hostile act or threat of hostile act on the moon is 
prohibited. It is likewise prohibited to use the moon in order to commit any such act or to 
engage in any such threat in relation to the earth, the moon spacecraft, the personnel of 
spacecraft or man-made space objects.

3. States Parties shall not place in orbit around or other trajectory to or around the moon 
objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction or 
place or use such weapons on or in the moon.

4. The establishment of military bases, installations and fortifications, the testing of any 
type of weapons and the conduct of military manoeuvres on the moon shall be forbidden. 
The use of military personnel for scientific research or for any other peaceful purposes 
shall not be prohibited. The use of any equipment or facility necessary for peaceful 
exploration and use of the moon shall also not be prohibited.

Article 4

1. The exploration and use of the moon shall be the province of all mankind and shall be 
carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries, irrespective of their degree of 
economic or scientific development. Due regard shall be paid to the interests of present 
and future generations as well as to the need to promote higher standards of living and 
conditions of economic and social progress and development in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations.

2. States Parties shall be guided by the principle of co-operation and mutual assistance in 
all their activities concerning the exploration and use of the moon. International co-
operation in pursuance of this Agreement should be as wide as possible and may take 
place on a multilateral basis, on a bilateral basis or through international intergovernmental 
organizations.

Article 5

1. States Parties shall inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations as well as the 
public and the international scientific community, to the greatest extent feasible and 
practicable, of their activities concerned with the exploration and use of the moon. 
Information on the time, purposes, locations, orbital parameters and duration shall be 
given in respect of each mission to the moon as soon as possible after launching, while 
information on the results of each mission, including scientific results, shall be furnished 
upon completion of the mission. In the case of a mission lasting more than thirty days, 
information on conduct of the mission, including any scientific results, shall be given 
periodically, at thirty-day intervals. For missions lasting more than six months, only 
significant additions to such information need be reported thereafter.

2. If a State Party becomes aware that another State Party plans to operate 
simultaneously in the same area of or in the same orbit around or trajectory to or around 



the moon, it shall promptly inform the other State of the timing of and plans for its own 
operations.

3. In carrying out activities under this Agreement, States Parties shall promptly inform the 
Secretary-General, as well as the public and the international scientific community, of any 
phenomena they discover in outer space, including the moon, which could endanger 
human life or health, as well as of any indication of organic life.

Article 6

1. There shall be freedom of scientific investigation on the moon by all States Parties 
without discrimination of any kind, on the basis of equality and in accordance with 
international law.

2. In carrying out scientific investigations and in furtherance of the provisions of this 
Agreement, the States Parties shall have the right to collect on and remove from the moon 
samples of its mineral and other substances. Such samples shall remain at the disposal of 
those States Parties which caused them to be collected and may be used by them for 
scientific purposes. States Parties shall have regard to the desirability of making a portion 
of such samples available to other interested States Parties and the international scientific 
community for scientific investigation. States Parties may in the course of scientific 
investigations also use mineral and other substances of the moon in quantities appropriate 
for the support of their missions.

3. States Parties agree on the desirability of exchanging scientific and other personnel on 
expeditions to or installations on the moon to the greatest extent feasible and practicable.

Article 7

1. In exploring and using the moon, States Parties shall take measures to prevent the 
disruption of the existing balance of its environment, whether by introducing adverse 
changes in that environment, by its harmful contamination through the introduction of 
extra-environmental matter or otherwise. States Parties shall also take measures to avoid 
harmfully affecting the environment of the earth through the introduction of extraterrestrial 
matter or otherwise.

2. States Parties shall inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the measures 
being adopted by them in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article and shall also, to the 
maximum extent feasible, notify him in advance of all placements by them of radio-active 
materials on the moon and of the purposes of such placements.

3. States Parties shall report to other States Parties and to the Secretary-General 
concerning areas of the moon having special scientific interest in order that, without 
prejudice to the rights of other States Parties, consideration may be given to the 
designation of such areas as international scientific preserves for which special protective 
arrangements are to be agreed upon in consultation with the competent bodies of the 
United Nations.

Article 8

1 States Parties may pursue their activities in the exploration and use of the moon 
anywhere on or below its surface, subject to the provisions of this Agreement.

2. For these purposes States Parties may, in particular:



(a) Land their space objects on the moon and launch them from the moon;

(b) Place their personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations 
anywhere on or below the surface of the moon.

Personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations may move or be 
moved freely over or below the surface of the moon.

3. Activities of States Parties in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article shall not 
interfere with the activities of other States Parties on the moon. Where such interference 
may occur, the States Parties concerned shall undertake consultations in accordance with 
article 15, paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Agreement.

Article 9

1. States Parties may establish manned and unmanned stations on the moon. A State 
Party establishing a station shall use only that area which is required for the needs of the 
station and shall immediately inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the 
location and purposes of that station. Subsequently, at annual intervals that State shall 
likewise inform the Secretary-General whether the station continues in use and whether its 
purposes have changed.

2. Stations shall be installed in such a manner that they do not impede the free access to 
all areas of the moon by personnel, vehicles and equipment of other States Parties 
conducting activities on the moon in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement or of 
article I of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

Article 10

1. States Parties shall adopt all practicable measures to safeguard the life and health of 
persons on the moon. For this purpose they shall regard any person on the moon as an 
astronaut within the meaning of article V of the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
Other Celestial Bodies and as part of the personnel of a spacecraft within the meaning of 
the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of 
Objects Launched into Outer Space.

2. States Parties shall offer shelter in their stations, installations, vehicles and other 
facilities to persons in distress on the moon.

Article 11

1. The moon and its natural resources are the common heritage of mankind, which finds 
its expression in the provisions of this Agreement and in particular in paragraph 5 of this 
article.

2. The moon is not subject to national appropriation by any claim of sovereignty, by means 
of use or occupation, or by any other means.

3. Neither the surface nor the subsurface of the moon, nor any part thereof or natural 
resources in place, shall become property of any State, international intergovernmental or 
non-governmental organization, national organization or non-governmental entity or of any 
natural person. The placement of personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations 
and installations on or below the surface of the moon, including structures connected with 



its surface or subsurface, shall not create a right of ownership over the surface or the 
subsurface of the moon or any areas thereof. The foregoing provisions are without 
prejudice to the international regime referred to in paragraph 5 of this article.

4. States Parties have the right to exploration and use of the moon without discrimination 
of any kind, on a basis of equality and in accordance with international law and the terms 
of this Agreement.

5. States Parties to this Agreement hereby undertake to establish an international regime, 
including appropriate procedures, to govern the exploitation of the natural resources of the 
moon as such exploitation is about to become feasible. This provision shall be 
implemented in accordance with article 18 of this Agreement.

6. In order to facilitate the establishment of the international regime referred to in 
paragraph 5 of this article, States Parties shall inform the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations as well as the public and the international scientific community, to the greatest 
extent feasible and practicable, of any natural resources they may discover on the moon.

7. The main purposes of the international regime to be established shall include:

(a) The orderly and safe development of the natural resources of the moon;

(b) The rational management of those resources;

(c) The expansion of opportunities in the use of those resources;

(d) An equitable sharing by all States Parties in the benefits derived from those resources, 
whereby the interests and needs of the developing countries, as well as the efforts of 
those countries
which have contributed either directly or indirectly to the exploration of the moon, shall be 
given special consideration.

8. All the activities with respect to the natural resources of the moon shall be carried out in 
a manner compatible with the purposes specified in paragraph 7 of this article and the 
provisions of article 6, paragraph 2, of this Agreement.

Article 12

1. States Parties shall retain jurisdiction and control over their personnel, vehicles, 
equipment, facilities, stations and installations on the moon. The ownership of space 
vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations shall not be affected by their 
presence on the moon.

2. Vehicles, installations and equipment or their component parts found in places other 
than their intended location shall be dealt with in accordance with article 5 of the 
Agreement on Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space.

3. In the event of an emergency involving a threat to human life, States Parties may use 
the equipment, vehicles, installations, facilities or supplies of other States Parties on the 
moon. Prompt notification of such use shall be made to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations or the State Party concerned.

Article 13



A State Party which learns of the crash landing, forced landing or other unintended landing 
on the moon of a space object, or its component parts, that were not launched by it, shall 
promptly inform the launching State Party and the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

Article 14

1. States Parties to this Agreement shall bear international responsibility for national 
activities on the moon, whether such activities are carried on by governmental agencies or 
by non-governmental entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried out in 
conformity with the provisions set forth in this Agreement. States Parties shall ensure that 
non-governmental entities under their jurisdiction shall engage in activities on the moon 
only under the authority and continuing supervision of the appropriate State Party.

2. States Parties recognize that detailed arrangements concerning liability for damage 
caused on the moon, in addition to the provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
Other Celestial Bodies and the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused 
by Space Objects, may become necessary as a result of more extensive activities on the 
moon. Any such arrangements shall be elaborated in accordance with the procedure 
provided for in article 18 of this Agreement.

Article 15

1. Each State Party may assure itself that the activities of other States Parties in the 
exploration and use of the moon are compatible with the provisions of this Agreement. To 
this end, all space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations on the moon 
shall be open to other States Parties. Such States Parties shall give reasonable advance 
notice of a projected visit, in order that appropriate consultations may be held and that 
maximum precautions may be taken to assure safety and to avoid interference with normal 
operations in the facility to be visited. In pursuance of this article, any State Party may act 
on its own behalf or with the full or partial assistance of any other State Party or through 
appropriate international procedures within the framework of the United Nations and in 
accordance with the Charter.

2. A State Party which has reason to believe that another State Party is not fulfilling the 
obligations incumbent upon it pursuant to this Agreement or that another State Party is 
interfering with the rights which the former State has under this Agreement may request 
consultations with that State Party. A State Party receiving such a request shall enter into 
such consultations without delay. Any other State Party which requests to do so shall be 
entitled to take part in the consultations. Each State Party participating in such 
consultations shall seek a mutually acceptable resolution of any controversy and shall bear 
in mind the rights and interests of all States Parties. The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations shall be informed of the results of the consultations and shall transmit the 
information received to all States Parties concerned.

3. If the consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable settlement which has due 
regard for the rights and interests of all States Parties, the parties concerned shall take all 
measures to settle the dispute by other peaceful means of their choice appropriate to the 
circumstances and the nature of the dispute. If difficulties arise in connexion with the 
opening of consultations or if consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable 
settlement, any State Party may seek the assistance of the Secretary-General, without 
seeking the consent of any other State Party concerned, in order to resolve the 



controversy. A State Party which does not maintain diplomatic relations with another State 
Party concerned shall participate in such consultations, at its choice, either itself or through 
another State Party or the Secretary-General as intermediary.

Article 16

With the exception of articles 17 to 21, references in this Agreement to States shall be 
deemed to apply to any international intergovernmental organization which conducts 
space activities if the organization declares its acceptance of the rights and obligations 
provided for in this Agreement and if a majority of the States members of the organization 
are States Parties to this Agreement and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
Other Celestial Bodies. States members of any such organization which are States Parties 
to this Agreement shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization makes a 
declaration in accordance with the foregoing.

Article 17

Any State Party to this Agreement may propose amendments to the Agreement. 
Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Agreement accepting the 
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Agreement 
and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Agreement on the date of acceptance 
by it.

Article 18

Ten years after the entry into force of this Agreement, the question of the review of the 
Agreement shall be included in the provisional agenda of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations in order to consider, in the light of past application of the Agreement, 
whether it requires revision. However, at any time after the Agreement has been in force 
for five years, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as depository, shall, at the 
request of one third of the States Parties to the Agreement and with the concurrence of the 
majority of the States Parties, convene a conference of the States Parties to review this 
Agreement. A review conference shall also consider the question of the implementation of 
the provisions of article 11, paragraph 5, on the basis of the principle referred to in 
paragraph 1 of that article and taking into account in particular any relevant technological 
developments.

Article 19

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature by all States at United Nations headquarters 
in New York.

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Any State which does 
not sign this Agreement before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this 
article may accede to it at any time. Instruments of ratification or accession shall be 
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date of deposit of 
the fifth instrument of ratification.

4. For each State depositing its instrument of ratification or accession after the entry into 
force of this Agreement, it shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following the date of 
deposit of any such instrument.

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of the 



date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession to 
this Agreement, the date of its entry into force and other notices.

Article 20

Any State Party to this Agreement may give notice of its withdrawal from the Agreement 
one year after its entry into force by written notification to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date of receipt of this 
notification.

Article 21

The original of this Agreement, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to all signatory and acceding 
States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their 
respective Governments, have signed this Agreement, opened for signature at New York 
on 18 December 1979. 



Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
Opened for signature at Paris: 19 November 1990

Entered into force: 9 November 1992

Depositary Government: The Netherlands

Agreement on Adaptation was adopted and signed at Istanbul: 19 November 1999

The Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French Republic, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the 
Italian Republic, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the 
Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the 
Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, 
hereinafter referred to as the States Parties,

Guided by the Mandate for Negotiation on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of 
January 10, 1989, and having conducted this negotiation in Vienna beginning on March 9, 
1989,

Guided by the objectives and the purposes of the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, within the framework of which the negotiation of this Treaty was conducted,

Recalling their obligation to refrain in their mutual relations, as well as in their international 
relations in general, from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Conscious of the need to prevent any military conflict in Europe,

Conscious of the common responsibility which they all have for seeking to achieve greater 
stability rity in Europe,

Striving to replace military confrontation with a new pattern of security relations among all 
the States Parties based on peaceful cooperation and thereby to contribute to overcoming 
the division of Europe,

Committed to the objectives of establishing a secure and stable balance of conventional 
armed forces in Europe at lower levels than heretofore, of eliminating disparities prejudicial 
to stability and security and of eliminating, as a matter of high priority, the capability for 
launching surprise attack and for initiating large-scale offensive action in Europe,

Recalling that they signed or acceded to the Treaty of Brussels of 1948, the Treaty of 
Washington of 1949 or the Treaty of Warsaw of 1955 and that they have the right to be or 
not to be a party to treaties of alliance,

Committed to the objective of ensuring that the numbers of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty within the area of application of this Treaty do not exceed 
40,000 battle tanks, 60,000 armoured combat vehicles, 40,000 pieces of artillery, 13,600 



combat aircraft and 4,000 attack helicopters,

Affirming that this Treaty is not intended to affect adversely the security interests of any 
State,

Affirming their commitment to continue the conventional arms control process including 
negotiations, taking into account future requirements for European stability and security in 
the light of political developments in Europe,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

1. Each State Party shall carry out the obligations set forth in this Treaty in accordance 
with its provisions, including those obligations relating to the following five categories of 
conventional armed forces: battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft and combat helicopters.

2. Each State Party also shall carry out the other measures set forth in this Treaty 
designed to ensure security and stability both during the period of reduction of 
conventional armed forces and after the completion of reductions.

3. This Treaty incorporates the Protocol on Existing Types of Conventional Armaments and 
Equipment, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol on Existing Types, with an Annex 
thereto; the Protocol on Procedures Governing the Reclassification of Specific Models or 
Versions of Combat-Capable Trainer Aircraft Into Unarmed Trainer Aircraft, hereinafter 
referred to as the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification; the Protocol on Procedures 
Governing the Reduction of Conventional Armaments and Equipment Limited by the 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol on 
Reduction; the Protocol on Procedures Governing the Categorisation of Combat 
Helicopters and the Recategorisation of Multi-Purpose Attack Helicopters, hereinafter 
referred to as the Protocol on Helicopter Recategorisation; the Protocol on Notification and 
Exchange of Information, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol on Information Exchange, 
with an Annex on the Format for the Exchange of Information, hereinafter re ferred to as 
the Annex on Format; the Protocol on Inspection; the Protocol on the Joint Consultative 
Group; and the Protocol on the Provisional Application of Certain Provisions of the Treaty 
on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol on 
Provisional Application. Each of these documents constitutes an integral part of this Treaty.

Article II

1. For the purposes of this Treaty:

(A) The term "group of States Parties" means the group of States Parties that signed the 
Treaty of Warsaw [The Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance signed in 
Warsaw, 14 May 1955.] 1955 consisting of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Poland, Romania and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or the group of States Parties that signed or acceded 
to the Treaty of Brussels [The Treaty of Economic, Social and Cultural Collaboration and 
Collective Self-Defence signed in Brussels, 17 March 1948.] of 1948 or the Treaty of 
Washington [The North Atlantic Treaty signed in Washington, 4 April 1949.] of 1949 
consisting of the Kingdom of Belgium, Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French 
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Iceland, 
the Italian Republic, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the 



Kingdom of Norway, the Portuguese Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of 
Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America.

(B) The term "area of application" means the entire land territory of the States Parties in 
Europe from the Atlantic Ocean to the Ural Mountains, which includes all the European 
island territories of the States Parties, including the Faroe Islands of the Kingdom of 
Denmark, Svalbard including Bear Island of the Kingdom of Norway, the islands of Azores 
and Madeira of the Portuguese Republic, the Canary Islands of the Kingdom of Spain and 
Franz Josef Land and Novaya Zemlya of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. In the 
case of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the area of application includes all territory 
lying west of the Ural River and the Caspian Sea. In the case of the Republic of Turkey, 
the area of application includes the territory of the Republic of Turkey north and west of a 
line extending from the point of intersection of the Turkish border with the 39th parallel to 
Muradiye, Patnos, Karayazi, Tekman, Kemaliye, Feke, Ceyhan, Dogankent, Gozne and 
thence to the sea.

(C) The term "battle tank" means a self-propelled armoured fighting vehicle, capable of 
heavy firepower, primarily of a high muzzle velocity direct fire main gun necessary to 
engage armoured and other targets, with high cross-country mobility, with a high level of 
self-protection, and which is not designed and equipped primarily to transport combat 
troops. Such armoured vehicles serve as the principal weapon system of ground-force 
tank and other armoured formations.

Battle tanks are tracked armoured fighting vehicles which weigh 
at least 16.5 metric tonnes unladen weight and which are armed 
with a 360-degree traverse gun of at least 75 millimeters 
calibre. In addition, any wheeled armoured fighting vehicles 
entering into service which meet all the other criteria stated 
above shall also be deemed battle tanks.

(D) The term "armoured combat vehicle" means a self-propelled vehicle with armoured 
protection and cross-country capability. Armoured combat vehicles include armoured 
personnel carriers, armoured infantry fighting vehicles and heavy armament combat 
vehicles.

The term "armoured personnel carrier" means an armoured 
combat vehicle which is designed and equipped to transport a 
combat infantry squad and which, as a rule, is armed with an 
integral or organic weapon of less than 20 millimeters calibre.
The term "armoured infantry fighting vehicle"means an 
armoured combat vehicle which is designed and equipped 
primarily to transport a combat infantry squad, which normally 
provides the capability for the troops to deliver fire from inside 
the vehicle under armoured protection, and which is armed with 
an integral or organic cannon of at least 20 millimeters calibre 
and sometimes an antitank missile launcher. Armoured infantry 
fighting vehicles serve as the principal weapon system of 
armoured infantry or mechanized infantry or motorized infantry 
formations and units of ground forces.
The term "heavy armament combat vehicle" means an 
armoured combat vehicle with an integral or organic direct fire 



gun of at least 75 millimeters calibre, weighing at least 6.0 
metric tonnes unladen weight, which does not fall within the 
definitions of an armoured personnel carrier, or an armoured 
infantry fighting vehicle or a battle tank.

(E) The term "unladen weight" means the weight of a vehicle excluding the weight of 
ammunition; fuel, oil and lubricants; removable reactive amour; spare parts, tools and 
accessories; removable snorkeling equipment; and crew and their personal kit.

(F) The term "artillery" means large calibre systems capable of engaging ground targets by 
delivering primarily indirect fire. Such artillery systems provide the essential indirect fire 
support to combined arms formations.

Large calibre artillery systems are guns, howitzers, artillery 
pieces combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers, 
mortars and multiple launch rocket systems with a calibre of 
100 millimeters and above. In addition, any future large calibre 
direct fire system which has a secondary effective indirect fire 
capability shall be counted against the artillery ceilings.

(G) The term "stationed conventional armed forces" means conventional armed forces of a 
State Party that are stationed within the area of application on the territory of another State 
Party.

(H) The term "designated permanent storage site" means a place with a clearly defined 
physical boundary containing conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty, which are counted within overall ceilings but which are not subject to limitations on 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in active units.

(I) The term "armoured vehicle launched bridge" means a self-propelled armoured 
transporter-launcher vehicle capable of carrying and, through built-in mechanisms, of 
emplacing and retrieving a bridge structure. Such a vehicle with a bridge structure 
operates as an integrated system.

(J) The term "conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty" means battle 
tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters subject to 
the numerical limitations set forth in Articles IV, V and VI.

(K) The term "combat aircraft" means a fixed-wing or variable-geometry wing aircraft 
armed and equipped to engage targets by employing guided missiles, unguided rockets, 
bombs, guns, cannons, or other weapons of destruction, as well as any model or version 
of such an aircraft which performs other military functions such as reconnaissance or 
electronic warfare. The term "combat aircraft" does not include primary trainer aircraft.

(L) The term "combat helicopter" means a rotary wing aircraft armed and equipped to 
engage targets or equipped to perform other military functions. The term "combat 
helicopter" comprises attack helicopters and combat support helicopters. The term 
"combat helicopter" does not include unarmed transport helicopters.

(M) The term "attack helicopter" means a combat helicopter equipped to employ anti-
amour, air-to-ground, or air-to-air guided weapons and equipped with an integrated fire 
control and aiming system for these weapons. The term "attack helicopter" comprises 



specialized attack helicopters and multi-purpose attack helicopters.

(N) The term "specialized attack helicopter" means an attack helicopter that is designed 
primarily to employ guided weapons.

(O) The term "multi-purpose attack helicopter" means an attack helicopter designed to 
perform multiple military functions and equipped to employ guided weapons.

(P) The term "combat support helicopter" means a combat helicopter which does not fulfill 
the requirements to qualify as an attack helicopter and which may be equipped with a 
variety of self-defense and area suppression weapons, such as guns, cannons and 
unguided rockets, bombs or cluster bombs, or which may be equipped to perform other 
military functions.

(Q) The term "conventional armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty" means battle 
tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft, primary trainer aircraft, 
unarmed trainer aircraft, combat helicopters, unarmed transport helicopters, armoured 
vehicle launched bridges, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes and armoured infantry 
fighting vehicle look-alikes subject to information exchange in accordance with the 
Protocol on Information Exchange.

(R) The term "in service," as it applies to conventional armed forces and conventional 
armaments and equipment, means battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, 
combat aircraft, primary trainer aircraft, unarmed trainer aircraft, combat helicopters, 
unarmed transport helicopters, armoured vehicle launched bridges, armoured personnel 
carrier look-a-likes and armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes that are within the 
area of application, except for those that are held by organizations designed and 
structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions or that meet any of the 
exceptions set forth in Article III.

(S) The terms "armoured personnel carrier look-alike" and "armoured infantry fighting 
vehicle look-alike" mean an armoured vehicle based on the same chassis as, and 
externally similar to, an armoured personnel carrier or armoured infantry fighting vehicle, 
respectively, which does not have a cannon or gun of 20 millimeters calibre or greater and 
which has been constructed or modified in such a way as not to permit the transportation 
of a combat infantry squad. Taking into account the provisions of the Geneva Convention 
"For the Amelioration of the Conditions of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the 
Field" of 12 August 1949 that confer a special status on ambulances, armoured personnel 
carrier ambulances shall not be deemed armoured combat vehicles or armoured 
personnel carrier look-alike.

(T) The term "reduction site" means a clearly designated location where the reduction of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in accordance with Article 
VIII takes place.

(U) The term "reduction liability" means the number in each category of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty that a State Party commits itself to reduce 
during the period of 40 months following the entry into force of this Treaty in order to 
ensure compliance with Article VII.

2. Existing types of conventional armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty are listed 
in the Protocol on Existing Types. The lists of existing types shall be periodically updated 



in accordance with Article XVI, paragraph 2, subparagraph (D) and Section IV of the 
Protocol on Existing Types. Such updates to the existing types lists shall not be deemed 
amendments to this Treaty.

3. The existing types of combat helicopters listed in the Protocol on Existing Types shall be 
categorized in accordance with Section I of the Protocol on Helicopter Recategorization.

Article III

1. For the purposes of this Treaty, the States Parties shall apply the following counting 
rules:

All battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters, 
as defined in Article II, within the area of application shall be subject to the numerical 
limitations and other provisions set forth in Articles IV, V and VI, with the exception of those 
which in a manner consistent with a State Party's normal practices:

(A) are in the process of manufacture, including manufacturing-related testing;

(B) are used exclusively for the purposes of research and development;

(C) belong to historical collections;

(D) are awaiting disposal, having been decommissioned from service in accordance with 
the provisions of Article IX;

(E) are awaiting, or are being refurbished for, export or re-export and are temporarily 
retained within the area of application. Such battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters shall be located elsewhere than at sites 
declared under the terms of Section V of the Protocol on Information Exchange or at no 
more than 10 such declared sites which shall have been notified in the previous year's 
annual information exchange. In the latter case, they shall be separately distinguishable 
from conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty;

(F) are, in the case of armoured personnel carriers, armoured infantry fighting vehicles, 
heavy armament combat vehicles or multi-purpose attack helicopters, held by 
organizations designed and structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions; 
or

(G) are in transit through the area of application from a location outside the area of 
application to a final destination outside the area of application, and are in the area of 
application for no longer than a total of seven days.

2. If, in respect of any such battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft or attack helicopters, the notification of which is required under Section IV of the 
Protocol on Information Exchange, a State Party notifies an unusually high number in 
more than two successive annual information exchanges, it shall explain the reasons in 
the Joint Consultative Group, if so requested.

Article IV

1. Within the area of application, as defined in Article II, each State Party shall limit and, as 
necessary, reduce its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and 
attack helicopters so that, 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for 



the group of States Parties to which it belongs, as defined in Article II, the aggregate 
numbers do not exceed:

(A) 20,000 battle tanks, of which no more than 16,500 shall be in active units;

(B) 30,000 armoured combat vehicles, of which no more than 27,300 shall be in active 
units. Of the 30,000 armoured combat vehicles, no more than 18,000 shall be armoured 
infantry fighting vehicles and heavy armament combat vehicles; of armoured infantry 
fighting vehicles and heavy armament combat vehicles, no more than 1,500 shall be heavy 
armament combat vehicles;

(C) 20,000 pieces of artillery, of which no more than 17,000 shall be in active units;

(D) 6,800 combat aircraft; and

(E) 2,000 attack helicopters.

Battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and artillery not in active units shall be placed in 
designated permanent storage sites, as defined in Article II, and shall be located only in 
the area described in paragraph 2 of this Article. Such designated permanent storage sites 
may also be located in that part of the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
comprising the Odessa Military District and the southern part of the Leningrad Military 
District. In the Odessa Military District, no more than 400 battle tanks and no more than 
500 pieces of artillery may be thus stored. In the southern part of the Leningrad Military 
District, no more than 600 battle tanks, no more than 800 armoured combat vehicles, 
including no more than 300 armoured combat vehicles of any type with the remaining 
number consisting of armoured personnel carriers, and no more than 400 pieces of 
artillery may be thus stored. The southern part of the Leningrad Military District is 
understood to mean the territory within that military 
district south of the line East-West 60 degrees 15 minutes northern latitude.

2. Within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which includes all the 
European island territories, of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark including the Faroe Islands, the French Republic, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian Republic, the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Poland, the 
Portuguese Republic including the islands of Azores and Madeira, the Kingdom of Spain 
including the Canary Islands, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and that part of the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics west of the Ural 
Mountains comprising the Baltic, Byelorussian, Carpathian, Kiev, Moscow and Volga-Ural 
Military Districts, each State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of this 
Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate 
numbers do not exceed:

(A) 15,300 battle tanks, of which no more than 11,800 shall be in active units;
(B) 24,100 armoured combat vehicles, of which no more than 21,400 shall be in active 
units; and
(C) 14,000 pieces of artillery, of which no more than 11,000 shall be in active units.

3. Within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which includes all the 
European island territories, of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech and Slovak Federal 



Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark including the Faroe Islands, the French Republic, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian Republic, the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Poland, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and that part of the territory of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics comprising the Baltic, Byelorussian, Carpathian and Kiev 
Military Districts, each State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of this 
Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate 
numbers in active units do not exceed:

(A) 10,300 battle tanks;
(B) 19,260 armoured combat vehicles; and
(C) 9,100 pieces of artillery; and
(D) in the Kiev Military District, the aggregate numbers in active units and designated 
permanent storage sites together shall not exceed:

(1) 2,250 battle tanks;
(2) 2,500 armoured combat vehicles; and
(3) 1,500 pieces of artillery.

4. Within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which includes all the 
European island territories, of the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of Poland, each State 
Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and 
artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group 
of States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate numbers in active units do not exceed:

(A) 7,500 battle tanks;
(B) 11,250 armoured combat vehicles; and
(C) 5,000 pieces of artillery.

5. States Parties belonging to the same group of States Parties may locate battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery in active units in each of the areas described in this 
Article and Article V, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A) up to the numerical limitations 
applying in that area, consistent with the maximum levels for holdings notified pursuant to 
Article VII and provided that no State Party stations conventional armed forces on the 
territory of another State Party without the agreement of that State Party.

6. If a group of States Parties' aggregate numbers of battle tanks, armoured combat 
vehicles and artillery in active units within the area described in paragraph 4 of this Article 
are less than the numerical limitations set forth in paragraph 4 of this Article, and provided 
that no State Party is thereby prevented from reaching its maximum levels for holdings 
notified in accordance with Article VII, paragraphs 2, 3 and 5, then amounts equal to the 
difference between the aggregate numbers in each of the categories of battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery and the specified numerical limitations for that area 
may be located by States Parties belonging to that group of States Parties in the area 
described in paragraph 3 of this Article, consistent with the numerical limitations specified 
in paragraph 3 of this Article.

Article V

1. To ensure that the security of each State Party is not affected adversely at any stage:



(A) within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which includes all the 
European island territories, of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic 
of Iceland, the Kingdom of Norway, Romania, the part of the Republic of Turkey within the 
area of application and that part of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics comprising the 
Leningrad, Odessa, Transcaucasus and North Caucasus Military Districts, each State 
Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and 
artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group 
of States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate numbers in active units do not exceed 
the difference between the overall numerical limitations set forth in Article IV, paragraph 1 
and those in Article IV, paragraph 2, that is:

(1) 4,700 battle tanks;
(2) 5,900 armoured combat vehicles; and
(3) 6,000 pieces of artillery;

(B) notwithstanding the numerical limitations set forth in subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph, a State Party or States Parties may on a temporary basis deploy into the 
territory belonging to the members of the same group of States Parties within the area 
described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph additional aggregate numbers in active 
units for each group of States Parties not to exceed:

(1) 459 battle tanks;
(2) 723 armoured combat vehicles; and
(3) 420 pieces of artillery; and

(C) provided that for each group of States Parties no more than one-third of each of these 
additional aggregate numbers shall be deployed to any State Party with territory within the 
area described in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, that is:

(1) 153 battle tanks;
(2) 241 armoured combat vehicles; and
(3) 140 pieces of artillery.

2. Notification shall be provided to all other States Parties no later than at the start of the 
deployment by the State Party or States Parties conducting the deployment and by the 
recipient State Party or States Parties, specifying the total number in each category of 
battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and artillery deployed. Notification also shall be 
provided to all other States Parties by the State Party or States Parties conducting the 
deployment and by the recipient State Party or States Parties within 30 days of the 
withdrawal of those battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and artillery that were 
temporarily deployed.

Article VI

With the objective of ensuring that no single State Party possesses more than 
approximately one-third of the conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty within the area of application, each State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce 
its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters 
so that, 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, the numbers within 
the area of application for that State Party do not exceed:

(A) 13,300 battle tanks;



(B) 20,000 armoured combat vehicles;
(C) 13,700 pieces of artillery;
(D) 5,150 combat aircraft; and
(E) 1,500 attack helicopters.

Article VII

1. In order that the limitations set forth in Articles IV, V and VI are not exceeded, no State 
Party shall exceed, from 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty, the maximum 
levels which it has previously agreed upon within its group of States Parties, in accordance 
with paragraph 7 of this Article, for its holdings of conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty and of which it has provided notification pursuant to the provisions of 
this Article.

2. Each State Party shall provide at the signature of this Treaty notification to all other 
States Parties of the maximum levels for its holdings of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty. The notification of the maximum levels for holdings of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty provided by each State Party 
at the signature of this Treaty shall remain valid until the date specified in a subsequent 
notification pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Article.

3. In accordance with the limitations set forth in Articles IV, V and VI, each State Party shall 
have the right to change the maximum levels for its holdings of conventional armaments 
and equipment limited by the Treaty. Any change in the maximum levels for holdings of a 
State Party shall be notified by that State Party to all other States Parties at least 90 days 
in advance of the date, specified in the notification, on which such a change takes effect. 
In order not to exceed any of the limitations set forth in Articles IV and V, any increase in 
the maximum levels for holdings of a State Party that would otherwise cause those 
limitations to be exceeded shall be preceded or accompanied by a corresponding 
reduction in the previously notified maximum levels for holdings of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty of one or more States Parties belonging to 
the same group of States Parties. The notification of a change in the maximum levels for 
holdings shall remain valid from the date specified in the notification until the date specified 
in a subsequent notification of change pursuant to this paragraph.

4. Each notification required pursuant to paragraph 2 or 3 of this Article for armoured 
combat vehicles shall also include maximum levels for the holdings of armoured infantry 
fighting vehicles and heavy armament combat vehicles of the State Party providing the 
notification.

5. Ninety days before expiration of the 40-month period of reductions set forth in Article VIII 
and subsequently at the time of any notification of a change pursuant to paragraph 3 of 
this Article, each State Party shall provide notification of the maximum levels for its 
holdings of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and artillery with respect to each of the 
areas described in Article IV, paragraphs 2 to 4 and Article V, paragraph 1, subparagraph 
(A).

6. A decrease in the numbers of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty held by a State Party and subject to notification pursuant to the Protocol on 
Information Exchange shall by itself confer no right on any other State Party to increase 
the maximum levels for its holdings subject to notification pursuant to this Article.

7. It shall be the responsibility solely of each individual State Party to ensure that the 



maximum levels for its holdings notified pursuant to the provisions of this Article are not 
exceeded. States Parties belonging to the same group of States Parties shall consult in 
order to ensure that the maximum levels for holdings notified pursuant to the provisions of 
this Article, taken together as appropriate, do not exceed the limitations set forth in Articles 
IV, V and VI.

Article VIII

1. The numerical limitations set forth in Articles IV, V and VI shall be achieved only by 
means of reduction in accordance with the Protocol on Reduction, the Protocol on 
Helicopter Recategorization, the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification, the Footnote to 
Section I, paragraph 2, subparagraph (A) of the Protocol on Existing Types and the 
Protocol on Inspection.

2. The categories of conventional armaments and equipment subject to reductions are 
battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters. 
The specific types are listed in the Protocol on Existing Types.

(A) Battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles shall be reduced by destruction, 
conversion for non-military purposes, placement on static display, use as ground targets, 
or, in the case of armoured personnel carriers, modification in accordance with the 
Footnote to Section I, paragraph 2, subparagraph (A) of the Protocol on Existing Types.

(B) Artillery shall be reduced by destruction or placement on static display, or, in the case 
of self-propelled artillery, by use as ground targets.

(C) Combat aircraft shall be reduced by destruction, placement on static display, use for 
ground instructional purposes, or, in the case of specific models or versions of combat-
capable trainer aircraft, reclassification into unarmed trainer aircraft.

(D) Specialized attack helicopters shall be reduced by destruction, placement on static 
display, or use for ground instructional purposes.

(E) Multi-purpose attack helicopters shall be reduced by destruction, placement on static 
display, use for ground instructional purposes, or recategorization.

3. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty shall be deemed to be 
reduced upon execution of the procedures set forth in the Protocols listed in paragraph 1 
of this Article and upon notification as required by these Protocols. Armaments and 
equipment so reduced shall no longer be counted against the numerical limitations set 
forth in Articles IV, V and VI.

4. Reductions shall be effected in three phases and completed no later than 40 months 
after entry into force of this Treaty, so that:

(A) by the end of the first reduction phase, that is, no later than 16 months after entry into 
force of this Treaty, each State Party shall have ensured that at least 25 percent of its total 
reduction liability in each of the categories of conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty has been reduced;

(B) by the end of the second reduction phase, that is, no later than 28 months after entry 
into force of this Treaty, each State Party shall have ensured that at least 60 percent of its 
total reduction liability in each of the categories of conventional armaments and equipment 



limited by the Treaty has been reduced;

(C) by the end of the third reduction phase, that is, no later than 40 months after entry into 
force of this Treaty, each State Party shall have reduced its total reduction liability in each 
of the categories of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty. States 
Parties carrying out conversion for non-military purposes shall have ensured that the 
conversion of all battle tanks in accordance with Section VIII of the Protocol on Reduction 
shall have been completed by the end of the third reduction phase; and

(D) armoured combat vehicles deemed reduced by reason of having been partially 
destroyed in accordance with Section VIII, paragraph 6 of the Protocol on Reduction shall 
have been fully converted for non-military purposes, or destroyed in accordance with 
Section IV of the Protocol on Reduction, no later than 64 months after entry into force of 
this Treaty.

5. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty to be reduced shall have 
been declared present within the area of application in the exchange of information at 
signature of this Treaty.

6. No later than 30 days after entry into force of this Treaty, each State Party shall provide 
notification to all other States Parties of its reduction liability.

7. Except as provided for in paragraph 8 of this Article, a State Party's reduction liability in 
each category shall be no less than the difference between its holdings notified, in 
accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange, at signature or effective upon 
entry into force of this Treaty, whichever is the greater, and the maximum levels for 
holdings it notified pursuant to Article VII.

8. Any subsequent revision of a State Party's holdings notified pursuant to the Protocol on 
Information Exchange or of its maximum levels for holdings notified pursuant to Article VII 
shall be reflected by a notified adjustment to its reduction liability. Any notification of a 
decrease in a State Party's reduction liability shall be preceded or accompanied by either a 
notification of a corresponding increase in holdings not exceeding the maximum levels for 
holdings notified pursuant to Article VII by one or more States Parties belonging to the 
same group of States Parties, or a notification of a corresponding increase in the reduction 
liability of one or more such States Parties.

9. Upon entry into force of this Treaty, each State Party shall notify all other States Parties, 
in accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange, of the locations of its reduction 
sites, including those where the final conversion of battle tanks and armoured combat 
vehicles for non-military purposes will be carried out.

10. Each State Party shall have the right to designate as many reduction sites as it wishes, 
to revise without restriction its designation of such sites and to carry out reduction and final 
conversion simultaneously at a maximum of 20 sites. States Parties shall have the right to 
share or co-locate reduction sites by mutual agreement.

11. Notwithstanding paragraph 10 of this Article, during the baseline validation period, that 
is, the interval between entry into force of this Treaty and 120 days after entry into force of 
this Treaty, reduction shall be carried out simultaneously at no more than two reduction 
sites for each State Party.



12. Reduction of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty shall be 
carried out at reduction sites, unless otherwise specified in the Protocols listed in 
paragraph 1 of this Article, within the area of application.

13. The reduction process, including the results of the conversion of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty for non-military purposes both during the 
reduction period and in the 24 months following the reduction period, shall be subject to 
inspection, without right of refusal, in accordance with the Protocol on Inspection.

Article IX

1. Other than removal from service in accordance with the provisions of Article VIII, battle 
tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters within the 
area of application shall be removed from service only by decommissioning, provided that:

(A) such conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty are 
decommissioned and awaiting disposal at no more than eight sites which shall be notified 
as declared sites in accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange and shall be 
identified in such notifications as holding areas for decommissioned conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty. If sites containing conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty decommissioned from service also 
contain any other conventional armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty, the 
decommissioned conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty shall be 
separately distinguishable; and

(B) the numbers of such decommissioned conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty do not exceed, in the case of any individual State Party, one percent of its 
notified holdings of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty, or a total 
of 250, whichever is greater, of which no more than 200 shall be battle tanks, armoured 
combat vehicles and pieces of artillery, and no more than 50 shall be attack helicopters 
and combat aircraft.

2. Notification of decommissioning shall include the number and type of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty decommissioned and the location of 
decommissioning and shall be provided to all other States Parties in accordance with 
Section IX, paragraph 1, subparagraph (B) of the Protocol on Information Exchange.

Article X

1. Designated permanent storage sites shall be notified in accordance with the Protocol on 
Information Exchange to all other States Parties by the State Party to which the 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty contained at designated 
permanent storage sites belong. The notification shall include the designation and location, 
including geographic coordinates, of designated permanent storage sites and the numbers 
by type of each category of its conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty at each such storage site.

2. Designated permanent storage sites shall contain only facilities appropriate for the 
storage and maintenance of armaments and equipment (e.g., warehouses, garages, 
workshops and associated stores as well as other support accommodation). Designated 
permanent storage sites shall not contain firing ranges or training areas associated with 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty. Designated permanent 
storage sites shall contain only armaments and equipment belonging to the conventional 
armed forces of a State Party.



3. Each designated permanent storage site shall have a clearly defined physical boundary 
that shall consist of a continuous perimeter fence at least 1.5 meters in height. The 
perimeter fence shall have no more than three gates providing the sole means of entrance 
and exit for armaments and equipment.

4. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty located within designated 
permanent storage sites shall be counted as conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty not in active units, including when they are temporarily removed in 
accordance with paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10 of this Article. Conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty in storage other than in designated permanent storage 
sites shall be counted as conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in 
active units.

5. Active units or formations shall not be located within designated permanent storage 
sites, except as provided for in paragraph 6 of this Article.

6. Only personnel associated with the security or operation of designated permanent 
storage sites, or the maintenance of the armaments and equipment stored therein, shall be 
located within the designated permanent storage sites.

7. For the purpose of maintenance, repair or modification of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty located within designated permanent storage sites, each 
State Party shall have the right, without prior notification, to remove from and retain 
outside designated permanent storage sites simultaneously up to 10 percent, rounded up 
to the nearest even whole number, of the notified holdings of each category of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in each designated 
permanent storage site, or 10 items of the conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty in each category in each designated permanent storage site, whichever is 
less.

8. Except as provided for in paragraph 7 of this Article, no State Party shall remove 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty from designated permanent 
storage sites unless notification has been provided to all other States Parties at least 42 
days in advance of such removal. Notification shall be given by the State Party to which 
the conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty belong. Such notification 
shall specify:

(A the location of the designated permanent storage site from which conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty are to be removed and the numbers by 
type of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty of each category to 
be removed;

(B) the dates of removal and return of conventional armaments and equipment limited by 
the Treaty; and

(C) the intended location and use of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty while outside the designated permanent storage site.

9. Except as provided for in paragraph 7 of this Article, the aggregate numbers of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty removed from and retained 
outside designated permanent storage sites by States Parties belonging to the same 



group of States Parties shall at no time exceed the following levels:

(A) 550 battle tanks;
(B) 1,000 armoured combat vehicles; and
(C) 300 pieces of artillery.

10. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty removed from 
designated permanent storage sites pursuant to paragraphs 8 and 9 of this Article shall be 
returned to designated permanent storage sites no later than 42 days after their removal, 
except for those items of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty 
removed for industrial rebuild. Such items shall be returned to designated permanent 
storage sites immediately on completion of the rebuild.

11. Each State Party shall have the right to replace conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty located in designated permanent storage sites. Each State 
Party shall notify all other States Parties, at the beginning of replacement, of the number, 
location, type and disposition of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty being replaced.

Article XI

1. Each State Party shall limit its armoured vehicle launched bridges so that, 40 months 
after entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties to which it 
belongs the aggregate number of armoured vehicle launched bridges in active units within 
the area of application does not exceed 740.

2. All armoured vehicle launched bridges within the area of application in excess of the 
aggregate number specified in paragraph 1 of this Article for each group of States Parties 
shall be placed in designated permanent storage sites, as defined in Article II. When 
armoured vehicle launched bridges are placed in a designated permanent storage site, 
either on their own or together with conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty, Article X, paragraphs 1 to 6 shall apply to armoured vehicle launched bridges as 
well as to conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty. Armoured vehicle 
launched bridges placed in designated permanent storage sites shall not be considered as 
being in active units.

3. Except as provided for in paragraph 6 of this Article, armoured vehicle launched bridges 
may be removed, subject to the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Article, from 
designated permanent storage sites only after notification has been provided to all other 
States Parties at least 42 days prior to such removal. This notification shall specify:

(A) the locations of the designated permanent storage sites from which armoured vehicle 
launched bridges are to be removed and the numbers of armoured vehicle launched 
bridges to be removed from each such site;

(B) the dates of removal of armoured vehicle launched bridges from and return to 
designated permanent storage sites; and

(C) the intended use of armoured vehicle launched bridges during the period of their 
removal from designated permanent storage sites.

4. Except as provided for in paragraph 6 of this Article, armoured vehicle launched bridges 
removed from designated permanent storage sites shall be returned to them no later than 



42 days after the actual date of removal.

5. The aggregate number of armoured vehicle launched bridges removed from and 
retained outside of designated permanent storage sites by each group of States Parties 
shall not exceed 50 at any one time.

6. States Parties shall have the right, for the purpose of maintenance or modification, to 
remove and have outside of designated permanent storage sites simultaneously up to 10 
percent, rounded up to the nearest even whole number, of their notified holdings of 
armoured vehicle launched bridges in each designated permanent storage site, or 10 
armoured vehicle launched bridges from each designated permanent storage site, 
whichever is less.

7. In the event of natural disasters involving flooding or damage to permanent bridges, 
States Parties shall have the right to withdraw armoured vehicle launched bridges from 
designated permanent storage sites. Notification to all other States Parties of such 
withdrawals shall be given at the time of withdrawal.

Article XII

1. Armoured infantry fighting vehicles held by organizations of a State Party designed and 
structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions, which are not structured and 
organized for ground combat against an external enemy, are not limited by this Treaty. The 
foregoing notwithstanding, in order to enhance the implementation of this Treaty and to 
provide assurance that the number of such armaments held by such organizations shall 
not be used to circumvent the provisions of this Treaty, any such armaments in excess of 
1,000 armoured infantry fighting vehicles assigned by a State Party to organizations 
designed and structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions shall constitute 
a portion of the permitted levels specified in Articles IV, V and VI. No more than 600 such 
armoured infantry fighting vehicles of a State Party, assigned to such organizations, may 
be located in that part of the area of application described in Article V, paragraph 1, 
subparagraph (A). Each State Party shall further ensure that such organizations refrain 
from the acquisition of combat capabilities in excess of those necessary for meeting 
internal security requirements.

2. A State Party that intends to reassign battle tanks, armoured infantry fighting vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft, attack helicopters and armoured vehicle launched bridges in 
service with its conventional armed forces to any organization of that State Party not a part 
of its conventional armed forces shall notify all other States Parties no later than the date 
such reassignment takes effect. Such notification shall specify the effective date of the 
reassignment, the date such equipment is physically transferred, as well as the numbers, 
by type, of the conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty being 
reassigned.

Article XIII

1. For the purpose of ensuring verification of compliance with the provisions of this Treaty, 
each State Party shall provide notifications and exchange information pertaining to its 
conventional armaments and equipment in accordance with the Protocol on Information 
Exchange.

2. Such notifications and exchange of information shall be provided in accordance with 
Article XVII.



3. Each State Party shall be responsible for its own information; receipt of such information 
and of notifications shall not imply validation or acceptance of the information provided.

Article XIV

1. For the purpose of ensuring verification of compliance with the provisions of this Treaty, 
each State Party shall have the right to conduct, and the obligation to accept, within the 
area of application, inspections in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol on 
Inspection.

2. The purpose of such inspections shall be:

(A) to verify, on the basis of the information provided pursuant to the Protocol on 
Information Exchange, the compliance of States Parties with the numerical limitations set 
forth in Articles IV, V and VI;

(B) to monitor the process of reduction of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, 
combat aircraft and attack helicopters carried out at reduction sites in accordance with 
Article VIII and the Protocol on Reduction; and

(C) to monitor the certification of recategorized multi-purpose attack helicopters and 
reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft carried out in accordance with the Protocol on 
Helicopter Recategorization and the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification, respectively.

3. No State Party shall exercise the rights set forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article in 
respect of States Parties which belong to the group of States Parties to which it belongs in 
order to elude the objectives of the verification regime.

4. In the case of an inspection conducted jointly by more than one State Party, one of them 
shall be responsible for the execution of the provisions of this Treaty.

5. The number of inspections pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of the Protocol on 
Inspection which each State Party shall have the right to conduct and the obligation to 
accept during each specified time period shall be determined in accordance with the 
provisions of Section II of that Protocol.

6. Upon completion of the 120-day residual level validation period, each State Party shall 
have the right to conduct, and each State Party with territory within the area of application 
shall have the obligation to accept, an agreed number of aerial inspections within the area 
of application. Such agreed numbers and other applicable provisions shall be developed 
during negotiations referred to in Article XVIII.

Article XV

1. For the purpose of ensuring verification of compliance with the provisions of this Treaty, 
a State Party shall have the right to use, in addition to the procedures referred to in Article 
XIV, national or multinational technical means of verification at its disposal in a manner 
consistent with generally recognized principles of international law.

2. A State Party shall not interfere with national or multinational technical means of 
verification of another State Party operating in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. A State Party shall not use concealment measures that impede verification of 
compliance with the provisions of this Treaty by national or multinational technical means 



of verification of another State Party operating in accordance with paragraph 1 of this 
Article. This obligation does not apply to cover or concealment practices associated with 
normal personnel training, maintenance or operations involving conventional armaments 
and equipment limited by the Treaty.

Article XVI
1. To promote the objectives and implementation of the provisions of this Treaty, the States 
Parties hereby establish a Joint Consultative Group.

2. Within the framework of the Joint Consultative Group, the States Parties shall:

(A) address questions relating to compliance with or possible circumvention of the 
provisions of this Treaty;

(B) seek to resolve ambiguities and differences of interpretation that may become 
apparent in the way this Treaty is implemented;

(C) consider and, if possible, agree on measures to enhance the viability and effectiveness 
of this Treaty;

(D) update the lists contained in the Protocol on Existing Types, as required by Article II, 
paragraph 2;

(E) resolve technical questions in order to seek common practices among the States 
Parties in the way this Treaty is implemented;

(F) work out or revise, as necessary, rules of procedure, working methods, the scale of 
distribution of expenses of the Joint Consultative Group and of conferences convened 
under this Treaty and the distribution of costs of inspections between or among States 
Parties; 

(G) consider and work out appropriate measures to ensure that information obtained 
through exchanges of information among the States Parties or as a result of inspections 
pursuant to this Treaty is used solely for the purposes of this Treaty, taking into account 
the particular requirements of each State Party in respect of safeguarding information 
which that State Party specifies as being sensitive;

(H) consider, upon the request of any State Party, any matter that a State Party wishes to 
propose for examination by any conference to be convened in accordance with Article XXI; 
such consideration shall not prejudice the right of any State Party to resort to the 
procedures set forth in Article XXI; and

(I) consider matters of dispute arising out of the implementation of this Treaty.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to raise before the Joint Consultative Group, and 
have placed on its agenda, any issue relating to this Treaty.

4. The Joint Consultative Group shall take decisions or make recommendations by 
consensus. Consensus shall be understood to mean the absence of any objection by any 
representative of a State Party to the taking of a decision or the making of a 
recommendation.

5. The Joint Consultative Group may propose amendments to this Treaty for consideration 



and confirmation in accordance with Article XX. The Joint Consultative Group may also 
agree on improvements to the viability and effectiveness of this Treaty, consistent with its 
provisions. Unless such improvements relate only to minor matters of an administrative or 
technical nature, they shall be subject to consideration and confirmation in accordance 
with Article XX before they can take effect.

6. Nothing in this Article shall be deemed to prohibit or restrict any State Party from 
requesting information from or undertaking consultations with other States Parties on 
matters relating to this Treaty and its implementation in channels or fora other than the 
Joint Consultative Group.

7. The Joint Consultative Group shall follow the procedures set forth in the Protocol on the 
Joint Consultative Group.

Article XVII

The States Parties shall transmit information and notifications required by this Treaty in 
written form. They shall use diplomatic channels or other official channels designated by 
them, including in particular a communications network to be established by a separate 
arrangement.

Article XVIII

1. The States Parties, after signature of this Treaty, shall continue the negotiations on 
conventional armed forces with the same Mandate and with the goal of building on this 
Treaty.

2. The objective for these negotiations shall be to conclude an agreement on additional 
measures aimed at further strengthening security and stability in Europe, and pursuant to 
the Mandate, including measures to limit the personnel strength of their conventional 
armed forces within the area of application.

3. The States Parties shall seek to conclude these negotiations no later than the follow-up 
meeting of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe to be held in Helsinki in 
1992.

Article XIX

1. This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration. It may be supplemented by a further treaty.

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events related to the subject matter of this 
Treaty have jeopardized its supreme interests. A State Party intending to withdraw shall 
give notice of its decision to do so to the Depositary and to all other States Parties. Such 
notice shall be given at least 150 days prior to the intended withdrawal from this Treaty. It 
shall include a statement of the extraordinary events the State Party regards as having 
jeopardized its supreme interests.

3. Each State Party shall, in particular, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right 
to withdraw from this Treaty if another State Party increases its holdings in battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft or attack helicopters, as defined in 
Article II, which are outside the scope of the limitations of this Treaty, in such proportions 
as to pose an obvious threat to the balance of forces within the area of application.

Article XX



1. Any State Party may propose amendments to this Treaty. The text of a proposed 
amendment shall be submitted to the Depositary, which shall circulate it to all the States 
Parties.

2. If an amendment is approved by all the States Parties, it shall enter into force in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XXII governing the entry into force of 
this Treaty.

Article XXI

1. Forty-six months after entry into force of this Treaty, and at five-year intervals thereafter, 
the Depositary shall convene a conference of the States Parties to conduct a review of the 
operation of this Treaty.

2. The Depositary shall convene an extraordinary conference of the States Parties, if 
requested to do so by any State Party which considers that exceptional circumstances 
relating to this Treaty have arisen, in particular, in the event that a State Party has 
announced its intention to leave its group of States Parties or to join the other group of 
States Parties, as defined in Article II, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A). In order to enable 
the other States Parties to prepare for this conference, the request shall include the reason 
why that State Party deems an extraordinary conference to be necessary. The conference 
shall consider the circumstances set forth in the request and their effect on the operation 
of this Treaty. The conference shall open no later than 15 days after receipt of the request 
and, unless it decides otherwise, shall last no longer than three weeks.

3. The Depositary shall convene a conference of the States Parties to consider an 
amendment proposed pursuant to Article XX, if requested to do so by three or more States 
Parties. Such a conference shall open no later than 21 days after receipt of the necessary 
requests.

4. In the event that a State Party gives notice of its decision to withdraw from this Treaty 
pursuant to Article XIX, the Depositary shall convene a conference of the States Parties 
which shall open no later than 21 days after receipt of the notice of withdrawal in order to 
consider questions relating to the withdrawal from this Treaty.

Article XXII

1. his Treaty shall be subject to ratification by each State Party in accordance with its 
constitutional procedures. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the 
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, hereby designated the Depositary.

2. This Treaty shall enter into force 10 days after instruments of ratification have been 
deposited by all States Parties listed in the Preamble.

3. The Depositary shall promptly inform all States Parties of:

(A) the deposit of each instrument of ratification;
(B) the entry into force of this Treaty;
(C) any withdrawal in accordance with Article XIX and its effective date;
(D) the text of any amendment proposed in accordance with Article XX;
(E) the entry into force of any amendment to this Treaty;
(F) any request to convene a conference in accordance with Article XXI;



(G) the convening of a conference pursuant to Article XXI; and
(H) any other matter of which the Depositary is required by this Treaty to inform the States 
Parties.

4. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter 
of the United Nations.

Article XXIII

The original of this Treaty, of which the English, French, German, Italian, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary. 
Duly certified copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary to all the States 
Parties.

Protocol on Existing Types of Conventional Armaments and Equipment

The States Parties hereby agree upon: (a) lists, valid as of the date of Treaty signature, of 
existing types of conventional armaments and equipment subject to the measures of 
limitation, reduction, information exchange and verification; (b) procedures for the 
provision of technical data and photographs relevant to such existing types of conventional 
armaments and equipment; and (c) procedures for updating the lists of such existing types 
of conventional armaments and equipment, in accordance with Article II of the Treaty on 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as 
the Treaty.

Section I
EXISTING TYPES OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT LIMITED BY 

THE TREATY

1. Existing types of battle tanks are:

M-1 T-34
M-60 T-54
M-48 T-55
M-47 T-62
Leopard 1 T-64
Leopard 2 T-72
AMX-30 T-80
Challenger TR-85
Chieftain TR-580
Centurion
M-41
NM-116
T-54
T-55
T-72



All models and versions of an existing type of battle tank listed above shall be deemed to 
be battle tanks of that type.

2. Existing types of armoured combat vehicles are:

(A) Armoured Personnel Carriers 
YPR-765 BTR-40
AMX-13 VTT BTR-152
M113 BTR-50
M75 BTR-60
Spartan OT-62(TOPAS)
Grizzly OT-64(SKOT)
TPz-1 Fuchs OT-90
VAB FUG D-442
M59 BTR-70
Leonidas BTR-80
VCC1 BTR-D
VCC2 TAB-77
Saxon OT-810
AFV 432 PSZH D-944
Saracen TABC-79
Humber TAB-71
BDX MLVM
BMR-600 

MT-LB*

Chaimite V200 V150S
EBR-ETT
M3A1
YP 408
BLR
VIB
LVTP-7
6614/G
BTR-152
BTR-50
BTR-60
BTR-70

MT-LB*

[* This multi-purpose lightly armoured vehicle may be exceptionally 



modified within 40 months of entry into force of the Treaty into an 
armoured personnel carrier look-alike listed in Section II, paragraph 1 
of this Protocol as MT-LB-AT by alteration of the interior of the vehicle 
through the removal of the left-hand combat infantry squad seating 
and the welding of the ammunition racking to the side and the floor at 
a minimum of six points so that the vehicle is not capable of 
transporting a combat infantry squad. Such modifications may be 
accomplished at locations other than reduction sites. MT-LB armoured 
personnel carriers that have not been modified shall be reported in 
accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange as armoured 
personnel carriers.]

All models and versions of an existing type of armoured pesronnel carrier 
listed above shall be deemed to be armoured personnel carriers of that type, 
unless such models and versions are included in the armoured personnel 
carrier look-alike list in Section II, paragraph 1 of this Protocol.

(B) Armoured Infantry Fighting Vehicles:

YPR-765 (25mm) BMP-1/BRM-1 
Marder BMP-2
AMX-10P BMP-23
Warrior MLI-84
M2/M3 Bradley BMD-1
AFV 432 Rarden BMD-2
NM-135 BMP-3
BMP-1/BRM-1
BMP-2

All models and versions of an existing type of an armoured infantry fighting 
vehicle listed above shall be deemed to be armoured infantry fighting 
vehicles of that type, unless such models and versions are included in the 
armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alike list in Section II, paragraph 2 of 
this Protocol.

(C) Heavy Armament Combat Vehicles:

AMX-10RC PT-76
ERC 90 Sagaye SU-76
BMR-625-90 SU-100 
Commando V150 ISU-152
Scorpion
Saladin
JPK-90
M-24
AMX-13



EBR-75 Panhard
PT-76

All models and versions of an existing type of heavy armament combat 
vehicle listed above shall be deemed to be heavy armament combat vehicles 
of that type.

3. Existing types of artillery are:

(A) Guns, Howitzers and Artillery Pieces Combining the Characteristics of 
Guns and Howitzers:

105 mm: 105 Light Gun 100mm: BS-3 Field Gun
M18 Model 53 Field Gun 
105 Krupp Gun Skoda How (Model 
105 R Metal Gun 1914/1934, 1930, 
105 Pack How 1934)
M 56 Pack How Skoda How 
M 101 Towed How (Model 1939)
M 102 Towed How
Abbot SP Gun 105mm: Schneider Field Gun 
M108 SP How (Model 1936)
M52 SP How
105 HM-2 How 120mm: 2B16 How
M-38 Gun (Skoda) 2S9 SP How
105 AU 50 How
R58/M26 Towed How 122mm: D30 How

M-30 How
122mm: 122/46 Field Gun D74 How

D30 How 2S1 SP How
M 30 How A19 Gun (Model
2 S1 SP How 31/37)

Model 89 SP How

130mm: M 46 Gun 130mm: Gun 82
M-46 Gun

140mm: 5.5"(139.7mm) 150mm: Skoda How
Towed How (Model 1934)

Ceh How 
(Model 1937)



150mm: 150 Skoda Gun 152mm: D1 How
2S3 SP How

152mm: D20 Gun-How 2A65 How
2S3 SP How ML20 How-Gun

D20 Gun-How
155mm: M114 Towed How Gun 81

M114/39 (M-139) 2A36 Gun
Towed How Dana SP Gun-How
FH-70 Towed How M77
M109 SP How 2S5 SP Gun
M198 Towed How 2S19 SP How
155 TRFI Gun Gun-How 85
155 AUF1 Gun How Model 1938
155 AMF3 Gun How 81
155 BF50 Gun
M44 SP How 203mm: B4 How
M59 Towed Gun 2S7 SP Gun
SP70 SP How

175mm: M107 SP Gun

203mm: M115 Towed How
M110 SP How
M55 SP How

(B) Mortars: 
107mm: 4.2"(ground 107mm: Mortar M-1938

mounted or on M 106
armoured vehicle)

120mm: 2B11 (2S12)
120mm: Brandt (M60, M-120-60; M 120 Model 38/43

SLM-120-AM-50 Tundzha/Tundzha
M120 RTF 1 Sani SP mortar 
M120 M51 (mounted on 
Soltam/Tampella MT-LB)
(ground mounted Mortar Model 1982
or on M113 armoured B-24
vehicle)
Ecia Mod L 160mm: M160



(ground mounted
M-L or mounted 240mm: M240
on either the 2S4 SP Mortar
BMR-600 or 
M113 armoured 
vehicle)
HY12 (Tosam)
2B11 (2S12)

(C) Multiple Launch Rocket Systems:

110mm: LARS 112mm: BM-21 (BM-21-1,
BM-21V)

122mm: BM-21 RM-70 
RM-70 APR-21

APR-40
140mm: Teruel MLAS 

130mm: M-51
227mm: MLRS RM-130

BM-13
R.2

140mm: BM-14

220mm: BM-22/27

240mm: BM-24

280mm: Uragan 9P140

300mm: Smerch

All models and versions of an existing type of artillery listed above shall be 
deemed to be artillery of that type.

4. Existing types of combat aircraft are:

A-7 IAR-93
A-10 IL-28
Alpha Jet A MiG-15
AM-X MiG-17 
Buccaneer MiG-21
Canberra MiG-23



Draken MiG-25
F-4 MiG-27
F-5 MiG-29
F-15 MiG-31 
F-16 SU-7
F-18 SU-15
F-84 SU-17
F-102 SU-20
F-104 SU-22
F-111 SU-24
G-91 SU-25
Harrier SU-27
Hunter TU-16
Jaguar TU-22
Lightning TU-22M
MiG-21 TU-128
MiG-23 Yak-23
MiG-29
MB 339
Mirage F1
Mirage III
Mirage IV
Mirage V
Mirage 2000
SU-22
Tornado

All models or versions of an existing type of combat aircraft listed above shall 
be deemed to be combat aircraft of that type.

5. Existing types of attack helicopters are:

(A) Specialised Attack Helicopters:

A-129 Mangusta Mi-24
AH-1 Cobra
AH-64 Apache
Mi-24

Subject to the provisions in Section I, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on 
Helicopter Recategorisation, all models or versions of an existing type of 



specialised attack helicopter listed above shall be deemed to be specialised 
attack helicopters of that type.

(B) Multi-Purpose Attack Helicopters:

A-109 Hirundo IAR-316
Aloutte III Mi-8/Mi-17
BO-105/PAH-1
Fennec AS 550 C-2
Gazelle
Lynx
Mi-8
OH-58 Kiowa/AB-206/CH-136
Scout
Wessex

Subject to the provisions in Section I, paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Protocol on 
Helicopter Recategorisation, all models or versions of an existing type of 
multi-purpose attack helicopter listed above shall be deemed to be 
multipurpose attack helicopters of that type.

Section III
EXISTING TYPES OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT 

NOT LIMITED BY THE TREATY

1. Existing types of armoured personnel carrier look-alikes are:

YPR-765 MILAN BTR-40 CP
CP
PRCOC1 BTR-50 PU
PRCOC2 PUM
PRCOC4 P
PRCOC5 PUR 82
PRMR PK (MRF)

UR-67
AMX-13 VTT MILAN PK (B)

PC MTP-1

BTR-152 CP
M113 MILAN

A1/A2 (ATGW) BTR-60 PU
E/W TOW PU-12/PA PU-12
ARTFC PAU



ARTOBS BBS
FACONT ABS
MORTFC R-137 B
A11 R-140 BM
Mortar Carrier R-145
SIG R-156
HFTRSM R-409 BM
CP P-238BT
CPSVC P-240BT
A1CP P-241BT
A1ECP E-351BR
4.2" M106 A1 4.2" R-975
M106 81mm MTP-2
M-125 81mm 1V18, 1V19
M125 A1 81mm 1V118
M125 A2 81mm B
NM-125 81mm

BTR-70 KShM
TPz-1 FUCHS HFTRSM SPR-2

AD CP BREM
CP ZS-88
ENGRCP Kh
ELOKA
NBC BTR-80 1V119
RASIT RCHM-4

M59 CP BTR-D ZD
RD

LEONIDAS 1
OT-62 (TOPAS) CP

VAB PC WPT/DPT-62
BREM

BMR-600 SIG R-2M
PC R-3M
81mm R-3MT

R-4MT
SPARTAN STRIKER

SAMSON OT-64 (SKOT) CP



CP R-3Z
JAVELIN R-2M
MILAN R-3MT

R-4
SAXON AD R-4MT

CP R-2AM
MAINT PROPAGANDA

R-4M
AFV 432 CP/RA R-6

81mm WPT/DR-64
CYMB BREM
AFV 435 S-260 inz.
AFV 436 S-260 art.
AFV 439

OT-810 OT-810/R-112
HUMBER SQUIRT

OT-90 VP 90
SARACEN SQUIRT

CP FUG D-442 VS
ADR MRP

OT-65/R-112
YP 408 PWMR OT-65 D

PWCO OT-65 CH
PWAT
PWRDR PSZH D-944 CP
PWV

MT-LB AT
BTR-50 PU KShM-R-81

PK (MRF) R-80
PK(B) 9S743

PI
BTR-60 PU-12/PA PU-12 1W-13-16

BBS 1W-21-25
ABS 1W-12
R-137B MP-21-25
R-140BM AFMS
R-145 R-381T



R-156 R-330P
R-409 BM Beta 3M
P-238 BT SPR-1
P-240 BT WPT/DTP
P-241 BT BREM
B TRI

MTP-LB
MT-LB PI BRM Sova/

MP-21-25 BRM 30
1W-13-16
AFMS TAB-71 A
R-381 T TERA-71L
R-330 P AR
Beta 3M
MTP-LB TAB-77 A

TERA-77-L
RCH-84
PCOMA

TABC-79 AR
A-POMA

TAB TCG-80

MLVM AR

2. Existing types of armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes are:

WARRIOR RA BMP-1 KSh
REP 9S743
REC PRP-3, -4

MP-31
BMP-1 MTP B

MP-31 SVO
DTB-80
VPV
IRM
MTP
BREM-4, -2, -D

BMD-1 KSh



BRM-1 KSh

3. Existing types of primary trainer aircraft which are designed and 
constructed for primary flying training and which may possess only limited 
armament capability necessary for basic training in weapon delivery 
techniques are:

Alpha Jet E I-22
C-101 Aviojet IAR-99
Fouga L-29
Hawk L-39
Jet Provost TS-11
L-39
MB-326
PD-808
T-2
T-33/CT-133
T-37
T-38

4. Existing types of combat support helicopters are:

A-109 Hirundo IAR-316
AB-412 IAR-330
Alouette II Mi-2
Alouette III Mi-6
Blackhawk Mi-8/Mi-17
Bell 47/AB 47/Sioux
BO-105
CH53
Chinook
Fennec AS 555 A
Hughes 300
Hughes 500/OH-6
Mi-8
OH-58 Kiowa/AB-206/CH-136
Puma
Sea King
UH-1A/1B/AB-204



UH-1D/1H/AB-205
UH-1N/AB-212
Wessex

5. Existing types of unarmed transport helicopters which are not equipped for 
the employment of weapons are:

AB 47 Mi-2
AB-412 Mi-26
Alouette II SA-365N
CH53 Dauphin
Chinook W-3 Sokol
Cougar AS 532 U
Dauphin AS 365 N1
Hughes 300
NH 500
Puma
Sea King/H-3F/HAR 3
SH-3D
UH-1D/1H/AB-205
UH-1N/AB-212

6. Existing types of armoured vehicle launched bridges are:

M47 AVLB MTU
M48 AVLB MT-20
M60 AVLB MT-55A
Centurion AVLB MTU-72
Chieftain AVLB BLG-60
Brueckenlegepanzer Biber/ BLG-67M
Leopard 1 AVLB BLG-67M2

Section III
TECHNICAL DATA AND PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Technical data, in accordance with the agreed categories in the Annex to 
this Protocol, together with photographs presenting the right or left side, top 
and front views for each of its existing types of conventional armaments and 
equipment listed in Sections I and II of this Protocol shall be provided by 
each State Party to all other States Parties at the signature of the Treaty. In 
addition, photographs of armoured personnel carrier look-alikes and 
armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes shall include a view of such 
vehicles so as to show clearly their internal configuration illustrating the 



specific characteristic which distinguishes this particular vehicle as a look-
alike. Photographs in addition to those required by this paragraph may be 
provided at the discretion of each State Party.

2. Each existing type of conventional armaments and equipment listed in 
Sections I and II of this Protocol shall have a model or version of that type 
designated as an exemplar. Photographs shall be provided for each such 
designated exemplar pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Section. Photographs 
shall not be required of models and versions of a type that have no significant 
externally observable differences from the exemplar of that type. The 
photographs of each exemplar of a type shall contain an annotation of the 
existing type designation and national nomenclature for all models and 
versions of the type that the photographs of the exemplar represent. The 
photographs of each exemplar of a type shall contain an annotation of the 
technical data for that type in accordance with the agreed categories in the 
Annex to this Protocol. In addition, the annotation shall indicate all models 
and versions of the type that the photographs of the exemplar represent. 
Such technical data shall be annotated on the side view photograph.

Section IV
UPDATES OF EXISTING TYPES LISTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE 

STATES PARTIES

1. This Protocol constitutes agreement by the States Parties only with 
respect to existing types of conventional armaments and equipment as well 
as with respect to the categories of technical data set forth in Sections I and 
II of the Annex to this Protocol.

2. Each State Party shall be responsible for the accuracy of technical data for 
only its own conventional armaments and equipment provided in accordance 
with Section III of this Protocol. 

3. Each State Party shall notify all other States Parties, upon the entry into 
service with the armed forces of that State Party within the area of 
application, of: (a) any new type of conventional armaments and equipment 
which meets one of the definitions in Article II of the Treaty or which falls 
under a category listed in this Protocol, and (b) any new model or version of 
a type listed in this Protocol. At the same time, each State Party shall provide 
all other States Parties with the technical data and photographs required by 
Section III of this Protocol.

4. As soon as possible, and in any case no later than 60 days following a 
notification pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Section, the States Parties shall 
initiate update actions, in accordance with the provisions set forth in Article 
XVI of the Treaty and the Protocol on the Joint Consultative Group, for the 
lists of existing types of conventional armaments and equipment in Sections I 
and II of this Protocol. 

Annex to the Protocol on Existing Types of Conventional Armaments 
and Equipment

Section I
AGREED CATEGORIES OF TECHNICAL DATA



The following are agreed categories of technical data for each model and 
version of existing types of conventional armaments and equipment:

1. Battle Tanks

Existing Type
National Nomenclature
Main Gun Calibre
Unladen Weight

2. Armoured Combat Vehicles

Armoured Personnel Carriers
Existing Type

National Nomenclature

Type and Calibre of Armaments, if any

Armoured Infantry Fighting Vehicles
Existing Type

National Nomenclature

Type and Calibre of Armaments

Heavy Armament Combat Vehicles
Existing Type

National Nomenclature

Main Gun Calibre

Unladen Weight

3. Artillery

Guns, Howitzers and Artillery Pieces Combining the
Characteristics of Guns and Howitzers

Existing Type

National Nomenclature



Calibre

Mortars
Existing Type

National Nomenclature

Calibre

Multiple Launch Rocket Systems
Existing Type

National Nomenclature

Calibre

4. Combat Aircraft

Existing Type
National Nomenclature

5. Attack Helicopters

Existing Type
National Nomenclature

6. Armoured Personnel Carrier Look-Alikes

Existing Type
National Nomenclature
Type and Calibre of Armaments, if any

7. Armoured Infantry Fighting Vehicle Look-Alikes

Existing Type
National Nomenclature
Type and Calibre of Armaments, if any



8. Primary Trainer Aircraft

Existing Type
National Nomenclature
Type of Armaments, if any

9. Combat Support Helicopters

Existing Type
National Nomenclature

10. Unarmed Transport Helicopters

Existing Type
National Nomenclature

11. Armoured Vehicle Launched Bridges

Existing Type
National Nomenclature

Section II
SPECIFICATIONS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs provided pursuant to Section III of this Protocol shall be in black and white. 
The use of flash and lighting equipment shall be allowed. The object being photographed 
shall contrast with the background of the photograph. All photographs shall be of high 
definition, with continuous tone and in sharp focus. Photographs measuring 13 centimetres 
by 18 centimetres, not including a border, shall be provided. For aspects other than 
overhead, all photographs shall be taken from the same level as the equipment being 
photographed, with the camera placed along or perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the object being photographed; for the top view, photographs shall show the top and may 
show the rear aspects of the equipment. The object being photographed shall fill at least 
80 per cent of the photograph in either horizontal or vertical aspect. A reference gauge 
shall be included in each photograph together with the object. The gauge shall have 
alternating half-metre sections in black and white. It shall be long enough to provide 
accurate scaling and shall be placed on or against the object or in close proximity to it. 
Each photograph shall be labelled to provide the information required by Section III, 
paragraph 2 of this Protocol as well as the date when the photograph was taken.

Protocol on Procedures Governing the Reclassification of Specific 
Models or Versions of Combat-Capable Trainer Aircraft into Unarmed 

Trainer Aircraft 

The States Parties hereby agree upon procedures and provisions governing total 
disarming and certification of the unarmed status of specific models or versions of combat-



capable trainer aircraft in accordance with Article VIII of the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty.

Section I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Each State Party shall have the right to remove from the numerical limitations on 
combat aircraft in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty only those specific models or versions of 
combat-capable trainer aircraft listed in Section II, paragraph 1 of this Protocol in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in this Protocol.

(A) Each State Party shall have the right to remove from the numerical limitations on 
combat aircraft in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty individual aircraft of the specific models 
or versions listed in Section II, paragraph 1 of this Protocol that have any of the 
components set forth in Section III, paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Protocol only by total 
disarming and certification. 

(B) Each State Party shall have the right to remove from the numerical limitations on 
combat aircraft in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty individual aircraft of the specific models 
or versions listed in Section II, paragraph 1 of this Protocol that do not have any of the 
components set forth in Section III, paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Protocol by certification 
alone.

2. Models or versions of combat-capable trainer aircraft listed in Section II of this Protocol 
may be disarmed and certified, or certified alone, within 40 months after entry into force of 
the Treaty. Such aircraft shall count against the numerical limitations on combat aircraft in 
Articles IV and VI of the Treaty until such aircraft have been certified as unarmed in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in Section IV of this Protocol. Each State Party 
shall have the right to remove from the numerical limitations on combat aircraft in Articles 
IV and VI of the Treaty no more than 550 such aircraft, of which no more than 130 shall be 
of the Mig-25U model or version.

3. No later than entry into force of the Treaty, each State Party shall notify all other States 
Parties of:

(A) the total number of each specific model or version of combat-capable trainer aircraft 
that the State Party intends to disarm and certify in accordance with Section I, paragraph 
1, subparagraph (A), Section III and Section IV of this Protocol; and 

(B) the total number of each specific model or version of combat-capable trainer aircraft 
that the State Party intends to certify alone, in accordance with Section I, paragraph 1, 
subparagraph (B) and Section IV of this Protocol.

4. Each State Party shall use whatever technological means it deems necessary to 
implement the total disarming procedures set forth in Section III of this Protocol.

Section II
MODELS OR VERSIONS OF COMBAT-CAPABLE TRAINER AIRCRAFT ELIGIBLE 

FOR TOTAL DISARMING AND CERTIFICATION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to remove from the numerical limitations on 
combat aircraft in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty in accordance with the provisions of this 
Protocol only the following specific models or versions of combat-capable trainer aircraft:

SU-15U



SU-17U
MiG-15U
MiG-21U
Mig-23U
MiG-25U
UIL-28 

2. The foregoing list of specific models or versions of combat-capable trainer aircraft is 
final and not subject to revision.

Section III
PROCEDURES FOR TOTAL DISARMING

1. Models or versions of combat-capable trainer aircraft being totally disarmed shall be 
rendered incapable of further employment of any type of weapon system as well as further 
operation of electronic warfare and reconnaissance systems by the removal of the 
following components:

(A) provisions specifically for the attachment of weapon systems, such as special 
hardpoints, launching devices, or weapon mounting areas;

(B) units and panels of weapon control systems including weapon selection, arming and 
firing or launching systems;

(C) units of aiming equipment and weapon guidance systems not integral to navigation 
and flight control systems; and

(D) units and panels of electronic warfare and reconnaissance systems including 
associated antennae.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Section, any special hardpoints which are integral 
to the aircraft, as well as any special elements of general purpose hardpoints which are 
designed for use only with the components described in paragraph 1 of this Section, shall 
be rendered incapable of further employment with such systems. Electrical circuits of the 
weapon, electronic warfare, and reconnaissance systems described in paragraph 1 of this 
Section shall be rendered incapable of further employment by removal of the wiring or, if 
that is not technically practicable, by cutting out sections of the wiring in accessible areas.

Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the following information, no less 
than 42 days in advance of the total disarming of the first aircraft of each model or version 
of combat-capable trainer aircraft listed in Section II of this Protocol:

(A) a basic block diagram portraying all major components of weapon systems including 
aiming equipment and weapon guidance systems, provisions designed for the attachment 
of weapons as well as components of electronic warfare and reconnaissance systems, the 
basic function of the components described in paragraph 1 of this Section, and the 
functional connections of such components to each other;

(B) a general description of the disarming process including a list of components to be 
removed; and

(C) a photograph of each component to be removed illustrating its position in the aircraft 
prior to its removal, and a photograph of the same position after the corresponding 



component has been removed.
Section IV

PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION

1. Each State Party that intends to disarm and certify, or certify alone, models or versions 
of combat-capable trainer aircraft shall comply with the following certification procedures in 
order to ensure that such aircraft do not possess any of the components listed in Section 
III, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Protocol.

2. Each State Party shall notify all other States Parties in accordance with Section IX, 
paragraph 3 of the Protocol on Inspection of each certification. In the event of the first 
certification of an aircraft that does not require total disarming, the State Party that intends 
to conduct the certification shall provide to all other States Parties the information required 
in Section III, paragraph 3, subparagraphs (A), (B) and (C) of this Protocol for an armed 
model or version of the same aircraft type.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to inspect the certification of combat-capable 
trainer aircraft in accordance with Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection.

4. The process of total disarming and certification, or certification alone, shall be deemed 
completed when the certification procedures set forth in this Section have been completed 
regardless of whether any State Party exercises the certification inspection rights 
described in paragraph 3 of this Section and Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection, 
provided that within 30 days of receipt of the notification of completion of the certification 
and reclassification provided pursuant to paragraph 5 of this Section no State Party has 
notified all other States Parties that it considers that there is an ambiguity relating to the 
certification and reclassification process. In the event of such an ambiguity being raised, 
such reclassification shall not be deemed complete until the matter relating to the 
ambiguity is resolved.

5. The State Party conducting the certification shall notify all other States Parties in 
accordance with Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection of completion of the certification.

6. Certification shall be conducted in the area of application. States Parties belonging to 
the same group of States Parties shall have the right to share locations for certification.

Section V
PROCEDURES FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND VERIFICATION

All models or versions of combat-capable trainer aircraft certified as unarmed shall be 
subject to information exchange, in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol on 
Information Exchange, and verification, including inspection, in accordance with the 
Protocol on Inspection.

Protocol on Procedures Governing the Reduction of 
Conventional Armaments and Equipment Limited by the 

Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
The States Parties hereby agree upon procedures governing the reduction of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty as set forth in Article VIII of the Treaty on 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 1, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the 
Treaty. 

Section I



GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REDUCTION

1. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty shall be reduced in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in this Protocol and the other protocols listed in 
Article VIII, paragraph 1 of the Treaty. Any one of such procedures shall be deemed 
sufficient, when conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article VIII of the Treaty or 
this Protocol, to carry out reduction. 

2. Each State Party shall have the right to use any technological means it deems 
appropriate to implement the procedures for reducing conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to remove, retain and use those components and 
parts of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty which are not 
themselves subject to reduction in accordance with the provisions of Section II of this 
Protocol, and to dispose of debris.

4. Unless otherwise provided for in this Protocol, conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty shall be reduced so as to preclude their further use or restoration for 
military purposes.

5. After entry into force of the Treaty, additional procedures for reduction may be proposed 
by any State Party. Such proposals shall be communicated to all other States Parties and 
shall provide the details of such procedures in the same format as the procedures set forth 
in this Protocol. Any such procedures shall be deemed sufficient to carry out the reduction 
of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty upon a decision to that 
effect by the Joint Consultative Group.

Section II
STANDARDS FOR PRESENTATION AT REDUCTION SITES

1. Each item of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty which is to 
be reduced shall be presented at a reduction site. Each such item shall consist, at a 
minimum, of the following parts and elements:

(A) for battle tanks: the hull, turret and integral main armament. For the purposes of this 
Protocol, an integral main armament of a battle tank shall be deemed to include the gun 
tube, breech system, trunnions and trunnion mounts;

(B) for armoured combat vehicles: the hull, turret and integral main armament, if any. For 
the purposes of this Protocol, an integral main armament of an armoured combat vehicle 
shall be deemed to include the gun tube, breech system, trunnions and trunnion mounts. 
For the purposes of this Protocol, an integral main armament shall be deemed not to 
include machine guns of less than 20 millimetre calibre, all of which may be salvaged;

(C) for artillery: the tube, breech system, cradle including trunnions and trunnion mounts, 
trails, if any; or launcher tubes or launcher rails and their bases; or mortar tubes and their 
base plates. In the case of self-propelled pieces of artillery, the vehicle hull and turret, if 
any, shall also be presented;

(D) for combat aircraft: the fuselage; and

(E) for attack helicopters: the fuselage, including the transmission mounting area. 



2. In each case, the item presented at the reduction site in accordance with paragraph 1 of 
this Section shall consist of a complete assembly.

3. Parts and elements of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty not 
specified in paragraph 1 of this Section, as well as parts and elements which are not 
affected by reduction under the procedures of this Protocol, including the turrets of 
armoured personnel carriers equipped only with machine guns, may be disposed of as the 
State Party undertaking the reduction decides. 

Section III
PROCEDURES FOR REDUCTION OF BATTLE TANKS BY DESTRUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to choose any one of the following sets of 
procedures each time it carries out the destruction of battle tanks at reduction sites.

2. Procedure for destruction by severing:

(A) removal of special equipment from the chassis, including detachable equipment, that 
ensures the operation of on-board armament systems;

(B) removal of the turret, if any;

(C) for the gun breech system, either:

(D) severing of the gun tube into two parts at a distance of no more than 100 millimetres 
from the breech ring;

(E) severing of either of the gun trunnions and its trunnion mount in the turret;

(F) severing of two sections from the perimeter of the hull turret aperture, each constituting 
a portion of a sector with an angle of no less than 60 degrees and, at a minimum, 200 
millimetres in radial axis, centred on the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; and

(G) severing of sections from both sides of the hull which include the final drive apertures, 
by vertical and horizontal cuts in the side plates and diagonal cuts in the deck or belly 
plates and front or rear plates, so that, the final drive apertures are contained in the 
severed portions.

3. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition:

(A) hull, hatches and cornerplates shall be open to maximise venting;

(B) an explosive charge shall be placed inside the gun tube where the trunnions connect to 
the gun mount or cradle;

(C) an explosive charge shall be placed on the outside of the hull between the second and 
third road wheels, or between the third and fourth road wheels in a six road wheel 
configuration, avoiding natural weaknesses such as welds or escape hatches. The charge 
must be located within the radius of the turret casting. A second charge shall be placed on 
the inside of the hull on the same side of the tank, offset and opposite to the external 
charge;



(D) an explosive charge shall be placed on the inside of the turret casting in the area of the 
main armament mounting; and 

(E) all charges shall be fired simultaneously so that the main hull and turret are cracked 
and distorted; the breech block is stripped from the gun tube, fused or deformed; the gun 
tube is split or longitudinally cut; the gun mount or cradle is ruptured so as to be unable to 
mount a gun tube; and damage is caused to the running gear so that at least one of the 
road wheel stations is destroyed.

4. Procedure for destruction by deformation:

(A) removal of special equipment from the chassis, including detachable equipment, that 
ensures the operation of on-board armament systems;

(B) removal of the turret, if any;

(C) for the gun breech system, either:
(1) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places; or
(2) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring along the long 
axis of the cavity that receives the breech block;

(D) severing of the gun tube into two parts at a distance of no more than 100 millimetres 
from the breech ring;

(E) severing of either of the gun trunnions; and

(F) the hull and turret shall be deformed so that their widths are each reduced by at least 
20 per cent.

5. Procedure for destruction by smashing:

(A) a heavy steel wrecking ball, or the equivalent, shall be dropped repeatedly onto the hull 
and turret until the hull is cracked in at least three separate places and the turret in at least 
one place;

(B) the hits of the ball on the turret shall render either of the trunnions and its trunnion 
mount inoperative, and deform visibly the breech ring; and

(C) the gun tube shall be visibly cracked or bent.
Section IV

PROCEDURES FOR THE REDUCTION OF ARMOURED COMBAT VEHICLES BY 
DESTRUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to choose any of the following sets of procedures 
each time it carries out the destruction of armoured combat vehicles at reduction sites.

2. Procedure for destruction by severing:

(A) for all armoured combat vehicles, removal of special equipment from the chassis, 
including detachable equipment, that ensures the operation of on-board armament 



systems;

(B) for tracked armoured combat vehicles, severing of sections from both sides of the hull 
which include the final drive apertures, by vertical and horizontal cuts in the side plates 
and diagonal cuts in the deck or belly plates and front or rear plates, so that the final drive 
apertures are contained in the severed portions;

(C) for wheeled armoured combat vehicles, severing of sections from both sides of the hull 
which include the front wheel final gearbox mounting areas by vertical, horizontal and 
irregular cuts in the side, front, deck and belly plates so that the front wheel final gearbox 
mounting areas are included in the severed portions at a distance of no less than 100 
millimetres from the cuts; and

(D) in addition, for armoured infantry fighting vehicles and heavy armament combat 
vehicles:

(1) removal of the turret;
(2) severing of either of the gun trunnions and its trunnion 
mount in the turret;
(3) for the gun breech system:

(a) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places;
(b) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring along the long 
axis of the cavity that receives the breech block; or
(c) severing of the breech casing into two approximately equal 
parts;

(4) severing of the gun tube into two parts at a distance of no 
more than 100 millimetres from the breech ring; and
(5) severing of two sections from the perimeter of the hull turret 
aperture, each constituting a portion of a sector with an angle of 
no less than 60 degrees and, at a minimum, 200 milimetres in 
radial axis, centred on the longitudinal axis of the vehicle.

3. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition:

(A) an explosive charge shall be placed on the interior floor at the mid-point of the vehicle;

(B) a second explosive charge shall be placed as follows:
(1) for heavy armament combat vehicles, inside the gun where 
the trunnions connect to the gun mount or cradle;
(2) for armoured infantry fighting vehicles, on the exterior of the 
receiver/breech area and lower barrel group;

(C) all hatches shall be secured; and

(D) the charges shall be detonated simultaneously so as to split the sides and top of the 
hull. For heavy armament combat vehicles and armoured infantry fighting vehicles, 
damage to the gun system shall be equivalent to that specified in paragraph 2, 
sugparagraph (D) of this Section.

4. Procedure for destruction by smashing:



(A) a heavy steel wrecking ball, or the equivalent, shall be dropped repeatedly onto the hull 
and the turret, if any, until the hull is cracked in at least three separate places and the 
turret, if any, in one place;

(B) in addition, for heavy armament combat vehicles:
(1) the hits of the ball on the turret shall render either of the gun 
trunnions and its trunnion mount inoperative, and shall deform 
visibly the breech ring; and 
(2) the gun tube shall be visibly cracked or bent.

Section V
PROCEDURES FOR THE REDUCTION OF ARTILLERY BY DESTRUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to choose any one of the following sets of 
procedures each time it carries out the destruction of guns, howitzers, artillery pieces 
combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers, multiple launch rocket systems or 
mortars at reduction sites.

2. Procedure for destruction by severing of guns, howitzers, artillery pieces combining the 
characteristics of guns and howitzers, or mortars, that are not self-propelled:

(A) removal of special equipment, including detachable equipment, that ensures the 
operation of the gun, howitzer, artillery piece combining the characteristics of guns and 
howitzers or mortar;

(B) for the breech system, if any, of the gun, howitzer, artillery piece combining the 
characteristics of tuns and howitzers or mortar, either:

(1) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places; or
(2) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring along the long 
axis of the cavity that receives the breech block; 

(C) severing of the tube into two parts at a distance of no more than 100 millimetres from 
the breech ring;

(D) severing of the left trunnion of the cradle and the mounting area of that trunnion in the 
upper carraige; and

(E) severing of the trails, or the base plate of the mortar, into two approximately equal 
parts.

3. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition of guns, howitzers, or artillery pieces 
combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers that are not self-propelled:

(A) explosive charges shall be placed in the tube, on one cradle mount in the upper 
carriage and on the trails, and detonated so that:

(1) the tube is split or longitudinally torn within 1.5 metres of the 
breech;
(2) the breech block is torn off, deformed or partially melted;
(3) the attachments between the tube and the breech ring and 



between one of the trunnions of the cradle and the upper 
carriage are destroyed or sufficiently damaged to make them 
further inoperative; and
(4) the trails are separated into two approximately equal parts or 
sufficiently damaged to make them further inoperative.

4. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition of mortars that are not self-propelled:
explosive charges shall be placed in the mortar tube and on the 
base plate so that, when the charges are detonated, the mortar 
tube is ruptured in its lower half and the base plate is severed 
into two approximately equal parts.

5. Procedure for destruction by deformation of mortars that are not self-propelled;

(A) the mortar tube shall be visibly bent approximately at its mid-point; and

(B) the base plate shall be bent approximately on the centreline at an angle of at least 45 
degrees.

6. Procedure for destruction by severing of self-propelled guns, howitzers, artillery pieces 
combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers or mortars:

(A) removal of special equipment, including detachable equipment, that ensures the 
operation of the gun, howitzer, artillery piece combining the characteristics of guns and 
howitzers or mortar;

(B) for the breech system, if any, of the gun, howitzer, artillery piece, combining the 
characteristics of guns and howitzers or mortar, either:

(1) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places; or
(2) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring along the long 
axis of the cavity that receives the breech block;

(C) severing of the tube into two parts at a distance of no more than 100 millimetres from 
the breech ring;

(D) severing of the left trunnion and trunnion mount; and

(E) severing of sections of both sides from the hull which include the final drive apertures, 
by vertical and horizontal cuts in the side plates and diagonal cuts in the deck or belly 
plates and front or rear plates, so that the final drive apertures are contained in the 
severed portions.

7. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition of self-propelled guns, howitzers, 
artillery pieces combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers or mortars:

(A) for self-propelled guns, howitzers, artillery pieces combining the characteristics of guns 
and howitzers or mortars with a turret: the method specified for battle tanks in Section III, 
paragraph 3 of this Protocol shall be applied in order to achieve results equivalent to those 
specified in that provision; and



(B) for self-propelled guns, howitzers, artillery pieces combining the characteristics of guns 
and howitzers or mortars without a turret: an explosive charge shall be placed in the hull 
under the forward edge of the traversing deck that supports the tube, and detonated so as 
to separate the deck plate from the hull. For the destruction of the weapon system, the 
method specified for guns, howitzers, or artillery pieces combining the characteristics of 
guns and howitzers in paragraph 3 of this Section shall be applied in order to achieve 
results equivalent to those specified in that provision. 

8. Procedure for destruction by smashing of self-propeleld guns, howitzers, artillery pieces 
combining the characteristics of guns and howitzers or mortars:

(A) a heavy steel wrecking ball, or the equivalent, shall be dropped repeatedly onto the hull 
and turret, if any, until the hull is cracked in at least three separate places and the turret in 
at least one place;

(B) the hits of the ball on the turret shall render either of the trunnions and its trunnion 
mount inoperative, and deform visibly the breech ring; and

(C) the tube shall be visibly cracked or bent at approximately its mid-point.

9. Procedure for destruction by severing of multiple launch rocket systems:

(A) removal of special equipment from the multiple launch rocket system, including 
detachable equipment, that ensures the operation of its combat systems; and

(B) removal of tubes or launch rails, screws (gears) of elevation mechanism sectors, tube 
bases or launch rail bases and their rotatable parts and severing them into two 
approximately equal parts in areas that are not assembly joints.

10. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition of multiple launch rocket systems:
a linear shaped charge shall be placed across the tubes or 
launcher rails, and tube or launcher rail bases. When 
detonated, the charge shall sever the tubes or launcher rails, 
tube or launcher rail bases and their rotatable parts, into two 
approximately equal parts in areas that are not assembly joints.

11. Procedure for destruction by deformation of multiple launch rocket systems:
all tubes or launcher rails, tube or launcher rail bases and the 
sighting system shall be visibly bent at approximately the mid-
point.

Section VI
PROCEDURES FOR THE REDUCTION OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT BY DESTRUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to choose any one of the following sets of 
procedures each time it carries out the destruction of combat aircraft at reduction sites.

2. Procedure for destruction by severing:
the fuselage of the aircraft shall be divided into three parts not 



on assembly joints by severing its nose immediately forward of 
the cockpit and its tail in the central wing section area so that 
assembly joints, if there are any in the areas to be severed, 
shall be contained in the severed portions.

3. Procedure for destruction by deformation:
the fuselage of the aircraft shall be divided into three parts not 
on assembly joints by severing its nose immediately forward of 
the cockpit and its tail in the central wing section area so that 
assembly joints, if there are any in the areas to be severed, 
shall be contained in the severed portions.

4. Procedure for destruction by use as target drones:

(A) each State Party shall have the right to reduce by use as target drones no more than 
200 combat aircraft during the 40-month reduction period;

(B) the target drone shall be destroyed in flight by munitions fired by the armed forces of 
the State Party owning the target drone;

(C) if the attempt to shoot down the target drone fails and it is subsequently destroyed by a 
self-destruct mechanism, the procedures of this paragraph shall continue to apply. 
Otherwise the target drone may be recovered or may be claimed destroyed by accident in 
accordance with Section IX of this Protocol, depending on the circumstances; and

(D) notification of destruction shall be made to all other States Parties. Such notification 
shall include the type of the destroyed target drone and the location where it was 
destroyed. Within 90 days of the notification, the State Party claiming such reduction shall 
send documentary evidence, such as a report of the investigation, to all other States 
Parties. In the event of ambiguities relating to the destruction of a particular target drone, 
reduction shall not be considered complete until final resolution of the matter. 

Section VII
PROCEDURES FOR THE REDUCTION OF ATTACK HELICOPTERS BY 

DESTRUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to choose any one of the following sets of 
procedures each time it carries out the destruction of attack helicopters at reduction sites.

2. Procedure for destruction by severing:

(A) the tail boom or tail part shall be severed from the fuselage so that the assembly joint 
is contained in the severed portion; and

(B) at least two transmission mounts on the fuselage shall be severed, fused or deformed.

3. Procedure for destruction by explosive demolition:
any type and number of explosives may be used so that, at a 
minimum, after detonation the fuselage is cut into two pieces 
through that section of the fuselage that contains the 
transmission mounting area.

4. Procedure for destruction by deformation:



the fuselage shall be deformed throughout by compression so 
that its height, width or length is reduced by at least 30 percent.

Section VIII
RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR REDUCTION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS 

AND EQUIPMENT 
LIMITED BY THE TREATY BY CONVERSION FOR NON-MILITARY PURPOSES

1. Each State Party shall have the right to reduce a certain number of battle tanks and 
armoured combat vehicles by conversion. The types of vehicles that may be converted are 
listed in paragraph 3 of this Section and the specific non-military purposes for which they 
may be converted are listed in paragraph 4 of this Section. Converted vehicles shall not be 
placed in service with the conventional armed forces of a State Party.

2. Each State Party shall determine the number of battle tanks and armoured combat 
vehicles it will convert. This number shall not exceed:

(A) for battle tanks, 5.7 percent (not to exceed 750 battle tanks) of the maximum level for 
holdings of battle tanks it notified at the signature of the Treaty pursuant to Article VII of the 
Treaty, or 150 items whichever is the greater; and

(B) for armoured combat vehicles, 15 percent (not to exceed 3,000 armoured combat 
vehicles) of the maximum level for holdings of armoured combat vehicles it notified at the 
signature of the Treaty pursuant to Article VII of the Treaty, or 150 items whichever is the 
greater. 

3. The following vehicles may be converted for non-military purposes: T-54, T-55, T-64, 
T-72, Leopard 1, BMP-1, BTR-60, OT-64. The States Parties, within the framework of the 
Joint Consultative Group, may make changes to the list of vehicles which may be 
converted to non-military purposes. Such changes, pursuant to Article XVI, paragraph 5 of 
the Treaty shall be deemed improvements to the viability and effectiveness of the Treaty 
relating only to minor matters of a technical nature.

4. Such vehicles shall be converted for the following specific non-military purposes:

(A) general purpose prime movers;
(B) bulldozers;
(C) fire fighting vehicles;
(D) cranes;
(E) power unit vehicles;
(F) mineral fine crushing vehicles;
(G) quarry vehicles;
(H) rescue vehicles;
(I) casualty evacuation vehicles;
(J) transportation vehicles;
(K) oil rig vehicles;
(L) oil and chemical product spill cleaning vehicles;
(M) tracked ice breaking prime movers;
(N) environmental vehicles.

The States Parties, within the framework of the Joint Consultative Group, may make 
changes to the list of specific non-military purposes. Such changes, pursuant to Article 



XVI, paragraph 5 of the Treaty shall be deemed improvements to the viability and 
effectiveness of the Treaty relating only to minor matters of a technical nature.

5. On entry into force of the Treaty, each State Party shall notify to all other States Parties 
the number of battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles that it plans to convert in 
accordance with the provisions of the Treaty. Notification of a State Party's intention to 
carry out conversion in accordance with this Section shall be given to all other States 
Parties at least 15 days in advance in accordance with Section X, paragraph 5 of the 
Protocol on Inspection. It shall specify the number and types of vehicles to be converted, 
the starting date and completion date of conversion, as well as the specific non-military 
purpose vehicles to emerge after conversion.

6. The following procedures shall be carried out before conversion of battle tanks and 
armoured combat vehicles at reduction sites:

(A) for battle tanks:
(1) removal of special equipment from the chassis, including 
detachable equipment, that ensures the operation of on-board 
armament systems;
(2) removal of the turret, if any;
(3) for the gun breech system, either:

(a) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places; or
(b) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring along the long 
axis of the cavity that receives the breech block;

(4) severing of the gun tube into two parts at a distance of no 
more than 100 millimetres from the breech ring;
(5) severing of either of the gun trunnions and its trunnion 
mount in the turret; and
(6) cutting out and removal of a portion of the hull top armour 
beginning from the front glacis to the middle of the hull turret 
aperture, together with the associated portions of the side 
armour at a height of no less than 200 millimetres (for the T-64 
and T-72, no less than 100 millimetres) below the level of the 
hull top armour, as well as the associated portion of the front 
glacis plate severed at the same height. The severed portion of 
this front glacis plate shall consist of no less than the upper 
third; and

(B) for armoured combat vehicles:
(1) for all armoured combat vehicles, removal of special 
equipment from the chassis, including detachable equipment, 
that ensures the operation of on-board armament systems;
(2) for rear-engined vehicles, cutting out and removal of a 
portion of the hull top armour from the front glacis to the 
bulkhead of the engine-transmission compartment, together 
with the associated portions of the side and front armour at a 
height of no less than 300 millimetres below the level of the top 
of the assault crew compartment;



(3) for front-engined vehicles, cutting out and removal of a 
portion of the hull top armour plate from the bulkhead of the 
engine-transmission compartment to the rear of the vehicle, 
together with the associated portions of the side armour at a 
height of no less than 300 millimetres below the level of the top 
of the assault crew compartment; and
(4) in addition, for armoured infantry fighting vehicles and heavy 
armament combat vehicles:

(a) removal of the turret;
(b) severing of either of the gun trunnions and its trunnion mount in the turret;
(c) or the gun breech system:

(i) welding the breech block to the breech ring in at least two 
places;

(ii) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring 
along the long axis of the cavity that receives the 
breech block; or

(iii) severing of the breech casing into two approximately equal 
parts; and

(d) severing of the gun tube into two parts at a distance of no more than 100 
millimetres from the breech ring.

7. Battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles being reduced pursuant to paragraph 6 of 
this Section shall be subject to inspection, without right of refusal, in accordance with 
Section X of the Protocol on Inspection. Battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles shall 
be deemed reduced upon completion of the procedures specified in paragraph 6 of this 
Section and notification in accordance with Section X of the Protocol on Inspection.

8. Vehicles reduced pursuant to paragraph 7 of this Section shall remain subject to 
notification pursuant to Section IV of the Protocol on Information Exchange until final 
conversion for non-military purposes has been completed and notification has been made 
in accordance with Section X, paragraph 12 of the Protocol on Inspection.

9. Vehicles undergoing final conversion for non-military purposes shall also be subject to 
inspection in accordance with Section X of the Protocol on Inspection, with the following 
chnages:

(A) the process of final conversion at a reduction site shall not be subject to inspection; 
and

(B) all other States Parties shall have the right to inspect fully converted vehicles, without 
right of refusal, upon receipt of a notification from the State Party conducting final 
conversion specifying when final conversion procedures will be completed.

10. If, having completed the procedures specified in paragraph 6 of this Section on a given 
vehicle, it is decided not to proceed with final conversion, then the vehicle shall be 
destroyed within the time limits for conversion set forth in Article VIII of the Treaty in 
accordance with the appropriate procedures set forth elsewhere in this Protocol.

Section IX
PROCEDURE IN THE EVENT OF DESTRUCTION BY ACCIDENT



1. Each State Party shall have the right to reduce its reduction liability for each category of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in the event of destruction by 
accident by an amount no greater than 1.5 percent of the maximum levels for holdings it 
notified at the signature of the Treaty for that category.

2. An item of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty shall be 
deemed reduced, in accordance with Article VIII of the Treaty, if the accident in which it 
was destroyed is notified to all other States Parties within seven days of its occurrence. 
Notification shall include the type of the destroyed item, the date of the accident, the 
approximate location of the accident and the circumstances related to the accident.

3. Within 90 days of the notification, the State Party claiming such reduction shall provide 
documentary evidence, such as a report of the investigation, to all other States Parties in 
accordance with Article XVII of the Treaty. In the event of ambiguities relating to the 
accident, such reduction shall not be considered complete until final resolution of the 
matter.

Section X
PROCEDURE FOR REDUCTION BY MEANS OF STATIC DISPLAY

1. Each State Party shall have the right to reduce by means of static display a certain 
number of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty.

2. No State Party shall use static display to reduce more than one percent or eight items, 
whichever is the greater number, of its maximum levels for holdings it declared at the 
signature of the Treaty for each category of conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty.

3. Notwithstanding paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Section, each State Party also shall have 
the right to retain in working order two items of each existing type of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty for the purpose of static display. Such 
conventional armaments and equipment shall be displayed at museums or other similar 
sites.

4. Conventional armaments and equipment placed on static display or in museums prior to 
the signature of the Treaty shall not be subject to any numerical limitations set forth in the 
Treaty, including the numerical limitations set forth in paragraphs 2 and 3 of this Section.

5. Such items to be reduced by means of static display shall undergo the following 
procedures at reduction sites:

(A) all items to be displayed that are powered by self-contained engines shall have their 
fuel tanks rendered incapable of holding fuel and:

(1) have their engine(s) and transmission removed and their 
mounts damaged so that these pieces cannot be refitted; or
(2) have their engine compartment filled with concrete or a 
polymer resin;

(B) all items to be displayed equipped with 75 millimetre or larger guns with permanently 
fixed elevation and traversing mechanisms shall have their elevation and traversing 
mechanisms welded so that the tube can be neither traversed nor elevated. In addition, 
those items to be displayed which use pinion and rack or pinion and right mechanisms for 
traversing or elevating shall have three consecutive gear teeth cut off from the rack or ring 



on each side of the pinion of the gun tube;

(C) all items to be displayed which are equipped with weapon systems that do not meet 
the criteria set forth in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph shall have their barrel and 
receiver group filled with either concrete or a polymer resin, beginning at the face of the 
bolt/breech and ending within 100 millimetres of the muzzle.

Section XI
PROCEDURE FOR REDUCTION BY USE AS GROUND TARGETS

1. Each State Party shall have the right to reduce by use as ground targets a certain 
number of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and selfpropelled pieces of artillery.

2. No State Party shall reduce by use as ground targets number of battle tanks or 
armoured combat vehicles greater than 2.5 percent of its maximum level for holdings in 
each of those two categories as notified at the signature of the Treaty pursuant to Article 
VII of the Treaty. In addition, no State Party shall have the right to reduce by use as ground 
targets more than 50 self-propelled pieces of artillery. 

3. Conventional armaments and equipment in use as ground targets prior to the signature 
of the Treaty shall not be subject to any numerical limitations set forth in Articles IV, V or VI 
of the Treaty, or to the numerical limitations set forth in paragraph 2 of this Section.

4. Such items to be reduced by use as ground targets shall undergo the following 
procedures at reduction sites:

(A) for battle tanks and self-propelled pieces of artillery:
(1) for the breech system, either:

(a) welding the breech block to the breech ring in 
at least two places; or
(b) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring 
along the long axis of the cavity that receives the 
breech block;

(2) severing of either of the trunnions and its trunion mount in 
the turret; and
(3) severing of sections from both sides of the hull which include 
the final drive apertures, by vertical and horizontal cuts in the 
side plates and diagonal cuts in the deck or belly plates and 
front or rear plates, such that the final drive apertures are 
contained in the severed portions; and

(B) for armoured combat vehicles:

(1) for the gun breech system:
(a) welding the breech block to the breech ring in 
at least two places;
(b) cutting of at least one side of the breech ring 
along the axis of the cavity that receives the 
breech block; or
(c) severing of the breech casing into two 
approximately equal parts;



(2) severing of either of the gun trunnions and its trunnion 
mount in the turret;
(3) for tracked armoured combat vehicles, severing of sections 
from both sides of the hull which include the final drive 
apertures, by vertical and horizontal cuts in the side plates and 
diagonal cuts in the deck or belly plates and front or rear plates, 
so that the final drive apertures are contained in the severed 
portions; and
(4) for wheeled armoured combat vehicles, severing of sections 
from both sides of the hull which include the front wheel final 
gearbox mounting areas by vertical, horizontal and irregular 
cuts in the side, front, deck and belly plates so that the front 
wheel final gear box mounting areas are included in the severed 
portions at a distance of no less than 100 millimetres from the 
cuts.

Section XII
PROCEDURE FOR REDUCTION BY USE FOR GROUND INSTRUCTIONAL 

PURPOSES

1. Each State Party shall have the right to reduce by use for ground instructional purposes 
a certain number of combat aircraft and attack helicopters.

2. No State Party shall reduce by use for ground instructional purposes numbers of 
combat aircraft or attack helicopters greater than five percent of its maximum level for 
holdings in each of those two categories as notified at the signature of the Treaty pursuant 
to Article VII of the Treaty.

3. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in use for ground 
instructional purposes prior to the signature of the Treaty shall not be subject to any 
numerical limitations set forth in Article IV, V or VI of the Treaty, or the numerical limitations 
set forth in paragraph 2 of this Section.

4. Such items to be reduced by use for ground instructional purposes shall undergo the 
following procedures at reduction sites:

(A) for combat aircraft:
(1) severing of the fuselage into two parts in the central wing 
area;
(2) removal of engines, mutilation of engine mounting points 
and either filling of all fuel tanks with concrete, polymer or resin 
setting compounds or removal of the fuel tanks and mutilation of 
the fuel tank mounting points; or
(3) removal of all internal, external and removable armament 
and armament systems equipment, removal of the tail fin and 
mutilation of the tail fin mounting points, and filling of all but one 
fuel tank with concrete, polymer or resin setting compounds; 
and

(B) for attack helicopters:
severing of the tail boom or tail part from the fuselage so that 
the assembly joint is contained in the severed portion.



Protocol on Procedures Governing the Categorisation of Combat 
Helicopters 

and the Recategorisation of Multi-Purpose Attack Helicopters 

The States Parties hereby agree upon procedures and provisions governing the 
categorisation of combat helicopters and recategorisation of multi-purpose attack 
helicopters as provided for in Article VIII of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty.

Section I
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CATEGORISATION OF

COMBAT HELICOPTERS

1. Combat helicopters shall be categorised as specialised attack, multi-purpose attack or 
combat support helicopters and shall be listed as such in the Protocol on Existing Types. 

2. All models or versions of a specialised attack helicopter type shall be categorised as 
specialised attack helicopters.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 2 of this Section and as a unique exception 
to that paragraph, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics may hold an aggregate total not 
to exceed 100 Mi-24R and Mi-24K helicopters equipped for reconnaissance, spotting, or 
chemical/biological/radiological sampling which shall not be subject to the limitations on 
attack helicopters in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty. Such helicopters shall be subject to 
exchange of information in accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange and to 
internal inspection in accordance with Section VI, paragraph 30 of the Protocol on 
Inspection. Mi-24R and Mi-24K helicopters in excess of this limit shall be categorised as 
specialised attack helicopters regardless of how they are equipped and shall count against 
the limitations on attack helicopters in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty.

4. Each State Party that holds both combat support and multi-purpose attack models or 
versions of a helicopter type shall categorise as attack helicopters all helicopters which 
have any of the features listed in Section III, paragraph 1 of this Protocol and shall have 
the right to categorise as combat support helicopters any helicopters that have none of the 
features listed in Section III, paragraph 1 of this Protocol.

5. Each State Party that holds only combat support models or versions of a helicopter type 
included on both the Multi-Purpose Attack Helicopter and the Combat Support Helicopter 
lists in the Protocol on Existing Types shall have the right to categorise such helicopters as 
combat support helicopters.

Section II
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RECATEGORISATION

1. Only combat helicopters that are categorised as multi-purpose attack helicopters in 
accordance with the categorisation requirements set forth in this Protocol shall be eligible 
for recategorisation as combat support helicopters.

2. Each State Party shall have the right to recategorise individual multi-purpose attack 
helicopters that have any of the features set forth in Section III, paragraph 1 of this 
Protocol only by conversion and certification. Each State Party shall have the right to 
recategorise individual multi-purpose attack helicopters that do not have any of the 
features set forth in Section III, paragraph 1 of this Protocol by certification alone.



3. Each State Party shall use whatever technological means it deems necessary to 
implement the conversion procedures set forth in Section III of this Protocol.

4. Each combat helicopter subject to the recategorisation procedure shall bear the original 
manufacturer's serial number permanently stamped in a main airframe structural member.

Section III
PROCEDURES FOR CONVERSION

1. Multi-purpose attack helicopters being converted shall be rendered incapable of further 
employment of guided weapons by the removal of the following components:

(A) provisions specificially for the attachment of guided weapons, such as special 
hardpoints or launching devices. Any such special hardpoints which are integral to the 
helicopter, as well as any special elements of general purpose hardpoints which are 
designed for use only by guided weapons, shall be rendered incapable of further 
employment with guided weapons; and

(B) all integrated fire control and aiming systems for guided weapons, including wiring.

2. A State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the following information, either at 
least 42 days in advance of the conversion of the first helicopter of a type or at entry into 
force of the Treaty in the event that a State Party declares both multi-purpose attack 
helicopters and combat support helicopters of the same type:

(A) a basic block diagram portraying all major components of guided weapon integrated 
fire control and aiming systems as well as components of equipment designed for the 
attachment of guided weapons, the basic function of the components described in 
paragraph 1 of this Section, and the functional connections of such components to each 
other;

(B) a general description of the conversion process, including a list of components to be 
removed; and

(C) a photograph of each component to be removed, illustrating its position in the 
helicopter prior to its removal, and a photograph of the same position after the 
corresponding component has been removed.

Section IV
PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION

1. Each State Party that is recategorising multi-purpose attack helicopters shall comply 
with the following certification procedures in order to ensure that such helicopters do not 
possess any of the features listed in Section III, paragraph 1 of this Protocol.

2. Each State Party shall notify all other States Parties of each certification in accordance 
with Section IX, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on Inspection.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to inspect the certification of helicopters in 
accordance with Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection.

4. The process of recategorisation shall be deemed complete when the certification 



procedures set forth in this Section have been completed regadless of whether any State 
Party exercises the certification inspection rights described in paragraph 3 of this Section 
and Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection, provided that within 30 days of receipt of the 
notification of completion of the certification and reccategorisation provided pursuant to 
paragraph 5 of this Section no State Party has notified all other States Parties that it 
considers that there is an ambiguity relating to the certification and recategorisation 
process. In the event of such an ambiguity being raised, such recategorisation shall not be 
deemed complete until the matter relating to the ambiguity is resolved.

5. The State Party conducting the certification shall notify all other States Parties in 
accordance with Section IX of the Protocol on Inspection of completion of the certification 
and recategorisation.

6. Certification shall be conducted within the area of application. States Parties belonging 
to the same group of States Parties shall have the right to share locations for certification.

Section V
PROCEDURES FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND VERIFICATION

All combat helicopters within the area of application shall be subject to information 
exchange in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol on Information Exchange and 
verification, including inspection, in accordance with the Protocol on Inspection.

Protocol on Notification and Exchange of Information

The States Parties hereby agree on procedures and provisions regarding notification and 
exchange of information pursuant to Article XIII of the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty.

Section I
INFORMATION ON THE STRUCTURE OF EACH STATE PARTY'S LAND FORCES AND 

AIR
AND AIR DEFENCE AVIATION FORCES WITHIN THE AREA OF APPLICATION

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the following information about 
the structure of its land forces and air and air defence aviation forces within the area of 
application:

(A) the command organisation of its land forces, specifying the designation and 
subordination of all combat, combat support and combat service support formations and 
units at each level of command down to the level of brigade/regiment or equivalent level, 
including air defence formations and units subordinated at or below the military district or 
equivalent level. Independent units at the next level of command below the 
brigade/regiment level directly subordinate to formations above the brigade/regiment level 
(i.e., independent battalions) shall be identified, with the information indicating the 
formation or unit to which such units are subordinated; and

(B) the command organisation of its air and air defence aviation forces, specifying the 
designation and subordination of formations and units at each level of command down to 
wing/air regiment or equivalent level. Independent units at the next level of command 
below the wing/air regiment level directly subordinate to formations above the wing/air 
regiment level (i.e., independent squadrons) shall be identified, with the information 
indicating the formation or unit to which such units are subordinated.

Section II



INFORMATION ON THE OVERALL HOLDINGS IN EACH CATEGORY OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT LIMITED BY THE TREATY

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties information on:

(A) overall numbers and numbers by type of its holdings in each category of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty; and

(B) overall numbers and numbers by type of its holdings of battle tanks, armoured combat 
vehicles and artillery limited by the Treaty in each of the areas described in Articles IV and 
V of the Treaty.

Section III
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS AND TYPES OF 

CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT IN SERVICE WITH THE 
CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES OF THE STATES PARTIES

1. For each of its formations and units notified pursuant to Section I, paragraph 1, 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this Protocol, as well as separately located 
battalions/squadrons or equivalents subordinate to those formations and units, each State 
Party shall provide to all other States Parties the following information:

(A) the designation and peacetime location of its formations and units at which 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in the following categories 
are held, including headquarters, specifying the geographic name and coordinates:

(1) battle tanks;
(2) armoured combat vehicles;
(3) artillery;
(4) combat aircraft; and
(5) attack helicopters;

(B) the holdings of its formations and units notified pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph, giving numbers (by type in the case of formations and units at the level of 
division or equivalent and below) of the conventional armaments and equipment listed in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, and of:

(1) combat support helicopters;
(2) unarmed transport helicopters;
(3) armoured vehicle launched bridges, specifying those in 
active units;
(4) armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes;
(5) armoured personnel carrier look-alikes;
(6) primary trainer aircraft;
(7) reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft; and
(8) Mi-24R and Mi-24K helicopters not subject to the numerical 
limitations set forth in Article IV, paragraph I and Article VI of the 
Treaty ; [Pursuant to Section I, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on 
Helicoper Recategorisation.]

(C) the designation and peacetime location of its formations and units, other than those 
notified pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, at which the following categories 
of conventional armaments and equipment, as defined in Article II of the Treaty, specified 
in the Protocol on Existing Types, or enumerated in the Protocol on Aircraft 



Reclassification, are held, including headquarters, specifying the geographic name and 
coordinates:

(1) combat support helicopters;
(2) unarmed transport helicopters;
(3) armoured vehicle launched bridges;
(4) armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes;
(5) armoured personnel carrier look-alikes;
(6) primary trainer aircraft;
(7) reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft; and
(8) Mi-24R and Mi-24K helicopters not subject to the numerical 
limitations set forth in Article IV, paragraph 1 and Article VI of 
the Treaty;[Pursuant to Section I, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on 
Helicoper Recategorisation.] and

(D) the holdings of its formations and units notified pursuant to subparagraph (C) of this 
paragraph giving numbers (by type in the case of formations and units at the level of 
division or equivalent and below) in each category specified above; and, in the case of 
armoured vehicle launched bridges, those which are in active units.

2. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties information on conventioanl 
armaments and equipment in service with its conventional armed forces but not held by its 
land forces or air or air defence aviation forces, specifying:

(A) the designation and peacetime location of its formations and units down to the level of 
brigade/regiment, wing/air regiment or equivalent as well as units at the next level of 
command below the brigade/regiment, wing/air regiment level which are separately 
located or are independent (i.e., battalions/squadrons or equivalent) at which conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in the following categories are held, 
including headquarters, specifying the geographic name and coordinates: 

(1) battle tanks;
(2) armoured combat vehicles;
(3) artillery;
(4) combat aircraft; and
(5) attack helicopters; and

(B) the holdings of its formations and units notified pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph, giving numbers (by type in the case of formations and units at the level of 
division or equivalent and below) of conventional armaments and equipment listed in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, and of:

(1) combat support helicopters;
(2) unarmed transport helicopters;
(3) armoured vehicle launched bridges, spceifying those in 
active units;
(4) armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes;
(6) primary trainer aircraft;
(7) reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft; and
(8) Mi-24R and Mi-24K helicopters not subject to the numerical 
limitations set forth in Article IV, paragraph 1 and Article VI of 
the Treaty. [Pursuant to Section I, paragraph 3 of the Protocol 
on Helicopter Recategorisation.]



3. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the following information:

(A) the location of its designated permanent storage sites, specifying geographic name 
and coordinates, and the numbers and types of conventional armaments and equipment in 
the categories listed in paragraph 1, subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this Section held at 
such sites;

(B) the location of its military storage sites not organic to formations and units identified as 
objects of verification, independent repair and maintenance units, military training 
establishments and military airfields, specifying geographic name and coordinates, at 
which conventional armaments and equipment in the categories listed in paragraph 1, 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this Section are held or routinely present, giving the holdings 
by type in each category at such locations; and

(C) the location of its sites at which the reduction of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty will be undertaken pursuant to the Protocol on Reduction, 
specifying the location by geographic name and coordinates, the holdings by type in each 
category of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty awaiting 
reduction at such locations, and indicating that it is a reduction site. 

Section IV
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION AND NUMBERS OF BATTLE TANKS, ARMOURED 
COMBAT VEHICLES, ARTILLERY, COMBAT AIRCRAFT AND ATTACK HELICOPTERS 
WITHIN THE AREA OF APPLICATION BUT NOT IN SERVICE WITH CONVENTIONAL 

ARMED FORCES

1. Each State Party shall provide information to all other States Parties on the location and 
numbers of its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and attack 
helicopters within the area of application not in service withh its conventioanl armed forces 
but of potential military significance.

(A) Accordingly, each State Party shall provide the following information:
(1) in respect of its battle tanks, artillery, combat aircraft and specialised attack helicopters, 
as well as armoured infantry fighting vehicles as specified in Article XII of the Treaty, held 
by organisations down to the independent or separately located battalion or equivalent 
level designed and structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions, the 
location, including geographic name and coordinates, of sites at which such armaments 
and equipment are held and the numbers and types of conventional armaments and 
equipment in these categories held by each such organisation;

(2) in respect of its armoured personnel carriers, heavy 
armament combat vehicles and multi-purpose attack helicopters 
held by organisations designed and structured to perform in 
peacetime internal security functions, the aggregate numbers in 
each category of such armaments and equipment in each 
administrative region or division;
(3) in respect of its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters awaiting disposal 
having been decommissioned in accordance with the provisions 
of Article IX of the Treaty, the location, including geographic 
name and coordinates, of sites at which such armaments and 



equipment are held and the numbers and types at each site;
(4) in respect of its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters, each State Party 
shall provide to all other States Parties, following entry into 
force of the Treaty and coincident with each annual exchange of 
information pursuant to Section VII, paragraph 1, subparagraph 
(C) of this Protocol, an identifiable location of each site at which 
there are normally more than a total of 15 battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and pieces of artillery or more than 
five combat aircraft or more than 10 attack helicopters which 
are, pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1, subparagraph (E) of the 
Treaty, awaiting or are being refurbished for export or re-export 
and are temporarily retained witin the area of application. Each 
State Party shall provide to all other States Parties, following 
entry into force of the Treaty and coincident with each annual 
exchange of information pursuant to Section VII, paragraph 1, 
subparagraph (C) of this Protocol, the numbers of such battle 
tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft and 
attack helicopters. The States Parties shall, within the 
framework of the Joint Consultative Group, agree as to the form 
in which the information on the numbers shall be provided 
pursuant to this provision;
(5) in respect of its battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles 
which have been reduced and are awaiting conversion pursuant 
to Section VIII of the Protocol on Reduction, the location, 
including geographic name and coordinates, of each site at 
which such armaments and equipment are held and the 
numbers and types at each site; and
(6) in respect of its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft and attack helicopters used exclusively 
for the purpose of research and development pursuant to Article 
III, paragraph 1, subparagraph (B) of the Treaty, each State 
Party shall provide to all other States Parties following entry into 
force of the Treaty and coincident with each annual exchange of 
information pursuant to Section VII, paragraph 1, subparagraph 
(C) of this Protocol the aggregate numbers in each category of 
such conventional armaments and equipment.

Section V
INFORMATION ON OBJECTS OF VERIFICATION AND DECLARED SITES

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties information specifying its 
objects of verification, including the total number and the designation of each object of 
verification, and enumerating its declared sites, as defined in Section I of the Protocol on 
Inspection, providing the following information on each site:

(A) the site's designation and location, including geographic name and coordinates;

(B) the designation of all objects of verification, as specified in Section I, paragraph 1, 
subparagraph (J) of the Protocol on Inspection, at that site, it being understood that 
subordinate elements at the next level of command below the brigade/regiment or wing/air 
regiment level located in the vicinity of each other or of the headquarters immediately 
superior to such elements may be deemed as not separately located, if the distance 



between such separately located battalions/squadrons or equivalent or to their 
headquarters does not exceed 15 kilometres;

(C) the overall numbers by type of conventional armaments and equipment in each 
category specified in Section III of this Protocol held at that site and by each object of 
verification, as well as those belonging to any object of verification located at another 
declared site, specifying the designation of each such object of verification;

(D) in addition, for each such declared site, the number of conventional armaments and 
equipment not in service with its conventional armed forces, indicating those that are:

(1) battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft and attack helicopters awaiting disposal having been 
decommissioned in accordance with the provisions of Article IX 
of the Treaty or reduced and awaiting conversion pursuant to 
the Protocol on Reduction; and
(2) battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft and attack helicopters held by organisations designed 
and structured to perform in peacetime internal security 
functions;

(E) declared sites that hold battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft or attack helicopters awaiting or being refurbished for export or re-export and 
temporarily retained within the area of application or used exclusively for research and 
development shall be identified as such, and the aggregate numberse in each category at 
that site shall be provided; and

(F) point(s) of entry/exit associated with each declared site, including geographic name 
and coordinates.

Section VI
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF SITES FROM WHICH 

CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN

1. Each State Party shall provide annually to all other States Parties, coincident with the 
annual exchange of information provided pursuant to Section VII, paragraph 1, 
subparagraph (C) of this Protocol, information about the locations of sites which have been 
notified previously as declared sites from which all conventional armaments and 
equipment in the categories listed in Section III, paragraph 1 of this Protocol have been 
withdrawn since the signature of the Treaty if such sites continue to be used by the 
conventional armed forces of that State Party. The locations of these sites shall be notified 
for three years following such withdrawal.

Section VII
TIMETABLE FOR THE PROVISION OF INFORMATION

IN SECTIONS I TO V OF THIS PROTOCOL

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the information pursuant to 
Section I to V of this Protocol as follows:

(A) upon signature of the Treaty, with information effective as of that date; and no later 
than 90 days after signature of the Treaty, each State Party shall provide to all other States 
Parties within the framework of the Joint Consultative Group any necessary corrections to 
its information reported pursuant to Sections III, IV and V of this Protocol. Such corrected 
information shall be deemed information provided at Treaty signature and valid as of that 



date;

(B) 30 days following entry into force of the Treaty, with information effective as of the date 
of entry into force;

(C) on the 15th day of December of the year in which the Treaty comes into force (unless 
entry into force occurs within 60 days of the 15th day of December), and on the 15th day 
of December of every year thereafter, with the information effective as of the first day of 
January of the following year; and

(D) following completion of the 40-month reduction period specified in Article VIII of the 
Treaty, with information effective as of that date.

Section VIII
INFORMATION ON CHANGES IN ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURES OR FORCE 

LEVELS

1. Each State Party shall notifiy all other States Parties of:

(A) any permanent change in the organisational structure of its conventional armed forces 
within the area of application as notified pursuant to Section I of this Protocol at least 42 
days in advance of that change; and

(B) any change of 10 percent or more in any one of the categories of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty assigned to any of its combat, combat 
support or combat service support formations and units down to the brigade/regiment, 
wing/air regiment, independent or separately located battalion/squadron or equivalent level 
as notified in Section III, paragraph 1, subparagraphs (A) and (B) and paragraph 2, 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of this Protocol since the last annual exchange of information. 
Such notification shall be given no later than five days after such change occurs, indicating 
actual holdings after the notified change.

Section IX
INFORMATION ON THE ENTRY INTO AND REMOVAL FROM SERVICE WITH THE 

CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES OF A STATE PARTY OF
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT LIMITED BY THE TREATY

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties following entry into force of the 
Treaty coincident with each annual exchange of information provided pursuant to Section 
VII, paragraph 1, subparagraph (C) of this Protocol:

(A) aggregate information on the numbers and types of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty which entered into service with its conventional armed 
forces within the area of application during the previous 12 months; and

(B) aggregate information on the numbers and types of conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty which have been removed from service with its 
conventional armed forces within the area of application during the previous 12 months.

Section X
INFORMATION ON ENTRY INTO AND EXIT FROM THE AREA OF APPLICATION 
OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT LIMITED BY THE TREATY 

IN SERVICE WITH THE CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES OF THE STATES PARTIES



1. Each State Party shall provide annually to all other States Parties following entry into 
force of the Treaty and coincident with each annual exchange of information provided 
pursuant to Section VII, paragraph 1, subparagraph (C) of this Protocol:

(A) aggregate information on the numbers and types of each category of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in service with its ocnventional armed 
forces that have entered the area of application within the last 12 months and whether any 
of these armaments and equipment were organised in a formation or unit;

(B) aggregate information on the numbers and types of each category of conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in service with its conventional armed 
forces that have been removed from, and remain outside of, the area of application within 
the last 12 months and the last reported locations within the area of application of such 
conventional armaments and equipment; and

(C) conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty in service with its 
conventional armed forces within the area of application which exit and re-enter the area of 
application, including for purposes such as training or military activities, within a seven-day 
period shall not be subject to the reporting provisions in this Section.

Section XI
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT IN TRANSIT 

THROUGH THE AREA OF APPLICATION

1. The provisions of this Protocol shall not apply to conventional armaments and 
equipment that are in transit through the area of application from a location outside the 
area of application to a final destination outside the area of application. Conventional 
armaments and equipment in the categories specified in Section III of this Protocol which 
entered the area of application in transit shall be reported pursuant to this Protocol if they 
remain within the area of application for a period longer than seven days.

Section XII
FORMAT FOR THE PROVISION OF INFORMATION

1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties the information specified in this 
Protocol in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XVII of the Treaty and the 
Annex on Format. In accordance with Article XVI, paragraph 5 of the Treaty, changes to 
the Annex on Format shall be deemed improvements to the viability and effectiveness of 
the Treaty relating only to minor matters of a technical nature.

Section XIII
OTHER NOTIFICATIONS PURSUANT TO THE TREATY

1. After signature of the Treaty and prior to its entry into force, the Joint Consultative Group 
shall develop a document relating to notifications required by the Treaty. Such document 
shall list all such notifications, specifying those that shall be made in accordance with 
Article XVII of the Treaty, and shall include appropriate formats, as necessary, for such 
notifications. In accordance with Article XVI, paragraph 5 of the Treaty, changes to this 
document, including any formats, shall be deemed to be improvements ot the viability and 
effectiveness of the Treaty relating only to minor matters of a technical nature.

Annex on the Format for the Exchange of Information



1. Each State Party shall provide to all other States Parties information pursuant to the 
Protocol on Information Exchange, hereinafter referred to as the Protocol, in accordance 
with the formats specified in this Annex. The information in each data listing shall be 
provided in mechanically or electronically printed form and in one of the six official 
languages of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. In each table 
(column a), each data entry shall be assigned a sequential line number.

2. The data listings shall be provided beginning at the highest level and proceeding 
through each level of command down to the level of brigade/regiment, independent 
battalion, and wing/air regiment, independent squadron or their equivalent. For example, a 
military district/army/corps would be followed by any subordinate independent regiments, 
independent battalions, depots, training establishments, then each subordinate division 
with its regiments/independent battalions. After all the subordinate organisations are listed, 
entries shall begin for the next military district/army/corps. An identical procedure shall be 
followed for air and air defence aviation forces.

(A) Each organisation shall be identified (column b) by a unique designator (i.e., formation 
or unit record number) which shall be used on subsequent listings with that organisation 
and for all subsequent information exchanges; its national designation (i.e., name) (column 
c); and, in the case of divisions, brigades/regiments, independent battalions, and wings/air 
regiments, independent squadrons or equivalent organisations, where appropriate, the 
formation or unit type (e.g., infantry, tank, artillery, fighter, bomber, supply); and

(B) For each organisation, the two levels of command within the area of application 
immediately superior to that organisation shall be designated (columns d and e).

Chart I: COMMAND ORGANISATION OF THE LAND FORCES AND AIR 
AND AIR DEFENCE AVIATION FORCES OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Section II
INFORMATION ON OVERALL HOLDINGS OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND 

EQUIPMENT 
SUBJECT TO NUMERICAL LIMITATIONS 

PURSUANT TO ARTICLES IV AND V OF THE TREATY

1. Pursuant to Section II of the Protocol, each State Party shall provide data on its overall 
holdings by type of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles and artillery (Chart IIA) subject 
to the numerical limitations set forth in Articles IV and V of the Treaty (column b), and on its 
overall holdings by type of combat aircraft and attack helicopters (Chart IIB) subject to the 
numerical limitations set forth in Article IV of the Treaty (column b).

2. Data on armoured combat vehicles shall include the total numbers of heavy armament 
combat vehicles, armoured infantry fighting vehicles and armoured personnel carriers, and 
their number (column f/e) and type (column e/d) in each of these subcategories (column d/
c).

3. In the case of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery and armoured vehicle 
launched bridges, stored in accordance with Article X of the Treaty, the total of such 
equipment in designated permanent storage sites shall be specified (column g).

Chart IIA: OVERALL HOLDINGS OF BATTLE TANKS, ARMOURED COMBAT 
VEHICLES AND ARTILLERY SUBJECT TO NUMERICAL LIMITATION OF (STATE 



PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Chart IIB: OVERALL HOLDINGS OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT AND ATTACK 
HELICOPTERS SUBJECT TO NUMERICAL LIMITATION OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS 
OF (DATE)

Section III
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS, AND TYPES OF CONVENTIONAL 

ARMAMENTS 
AND EQUIPMENT IN SERVICE WITH THE CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES

1. Each State Party shall provide a hierarchical data listing of all its land forces' and air and 
air defence aviation forces' organisations reported pursuant to Section III, paragraph 1 of 
the Protocol, formations and units reported pursuant to Section III, paragraph 2 of the 
Protocol and installations at which conventional armaments and equipment are held as 
specified in Section III, paragraph 3 of the Protocol.

2. For each organisation and installation, the information shall reflect:

(A) the formation or unit record number (column b) and designation of the organisation 
(column c) reported in Chart I. Separately located battalions/squadrons specified pursuant 
to paragraph 1 of this Section, formations and units reported pursuant to Sectoin III, 
paragraph 2 of the Protocol and installations listed in accordance with Section III, 
paragraph 3 of the Protocol shall also be given a unique formation or unit record number 
(column b), and their national designation (i.e., name) (column c) shall be provided. Their 
position on the listing shall reflect their subordination with the exception of formations and 
units reported pursuant to Section III, paragraph 2 of the Protocol, which shall be specified 
together at the conclusion of the listing:

(1) designated permanent storage sites shall be identified with 
the notation "DPSS" following the national designation; and
(2) reduction sites shall be identified with the notation 
"reduction" following the national designation;

(B) location (column d), including the geographic name and coordinates accurate to the 
nearest 10 seconds. For locations containing stationed forces, the host State Party shall 
also be included;

(C) for each level of command from the highest down to the division/air division level, the 
overall total of conventional armaments and equipment in each category (columns f to 
m/1). For example, the overall total held by a division would be the sum of the holdings of 
all its subordinate organisations; and

(D) for each level of command at the division level and below as specified in paragraph 1 
of this Section, the number of conventional armaments and equipment by type under the 
headings specified in Charts IIIA and IIIB (columns f to m/1). In the armoured combat 
vehicle column in Chart IIIA (column g), the subcategories (i.e., armoured personnel 
carriers, armoured infantry fighting vehicles, heavy armament combat vehicles) shall be 
presented separately. In the attack helicopter column (column k/i), the subcategories (i.e., 
specialised attack, multi-purpose atttack) shall be presented separately. The column (l) 
labelled "other" in Chart IIIB shall include battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, 
armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes, and 
armoured vehicle launched infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes, and armoured vehicle 
launched bridges, if any, in service with the air and air defence aviation forces.



Chart IIIA: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS AND TYPES OF 
CONVNETIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO 
SECTOIN III OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE OF 
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Chart IIIB: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS AND TYPES OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO 
SECTION III OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE OF 
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Section IV
INFORMATION ON CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT NOT IN 

SERVICE 
WITH THE CONVENTIONAL ARMED FORCES PROVIDED PURSUANT TO SECTION 

IV 
OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE

1. Pursuant to Section IV of the Protocol, each State Party shall provide information on the 
location, number and type of its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat 
aircraft and attack helicopters within the area of application but not in service with its 
conventional armed forces.

2. For each location, the information shall reflect:

(A) the provision of Section IV of the Protocol pursuant to which the information is being 
provided (column b);

(B) the location (column c):
(1) in respect of conventional armaments and equipment 
reported pursuant to Section IV, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A), 
sub-subparagraphs (1), (3) and (5) of the Protocol, the 
geographic name and coordinates accurate to the nearest 10 
seconds of sites containing such equipment; and
(2) in respect of conventional armaments and equipment 
reported pursuant to Section IV, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A), 
sub-subparagraph (2) of the Protocol, the national designation 
of the administrative region or division containing such 
equipment;

(C) in respect of conventional armaments and equipment reported pursuant to Section IV, 
paragraph 1, subparagraph (A), sub-subparagraphs (1) and (2) of the Protocol, the 
national-level designation of organisations holding the equipment specified (column c); and

(D) for each location, the number by type under the headings specified in Chart IV 
(columns d to h), except as follows:

in respect of conventional armaments and equipment reported 
pursuant to Section IV, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A), sub-
subparagraph (2) of the Protocol, only the numbers in each 
category shall be provided solely for the administrative region or 
division specified (column c). 



Chart IV: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND 
EQUIPMENT 
PROVIDED PURSUANT TO SECTION IV OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE OF 
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Section V
INFORMATION ON OBJECTS OF VERIFICATION AND DECLARED SITES

1. Pursuant to Section V of the Protocol, each State Party shall provide a listing of its 
objects of verification and declared sites, as defined in Section I of the Protocol on 
Inspection. Declared sites (Chart V) shall be listed in alphabetical order.

2. Information about each declared site shall include:

(A) a unique designator (i.e., declared site record number) (column b) which shall be used 
with that site for all subsequent information exchanges;

(B) the site's name and location using geographic name and coordinates accurate to the 
nearest 10 seconds (column c). For locations containing objects of verification of stationed 
forces, the host State Party shall also be included;

(C) the point(s) of entry/exit associated with the declared site (column d);

(D) a unique sequential number and the designation and formation or unit record number 
of all objects of verification stationed at the declared site as specified in Section III of this 
Annex (column e). Unique sequential numbers shall be assigned such that the number 
assigned to the last object of verification appearing in the listing shall equal the State 
Party's total number of objects of verification; and

(E) the overall number of conventional armaments and equipment in each category 
specified in Section III of the Protocol held at the declared site and by each object of 
verification (columns f to p) and specifying, in addition:

(1) conventional armaments and equipment held in each 
category on the declared site belonging to an object of 
verification located at another declared site, specifying the 
designation and formation or unit record number of each subj 
object of verification (column e); and
(2) conventional armaments and equipment not belonging to an 
object of verification shall be identified with the following 
notations immediately following/below each such entry in 
columns f to p:

(a) equipment held by organisations designed and 
structured to perform in peacetime internal 
security functions, with the notation "security";
(b) decommissioned equipment, with the notation 
"decommissioned";
(c) equipment awaiting or being refurbished for 
export or re-export, with the notation "export";
(d) reduced equipment awaiting conversion, with 



the notation "reduced"; and
(e) equipment used exclusively for research and 
development, with the notation "research."

Chart V: INFORMATION ON OBJECTS OF VERIFICATION AND DECLARED SITES OF
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

3. Each State Party shall provide a listing of points of entry/exit (Chart VI). The listing shall 
asign a unique sequential numerical designatore (column b) which shall be used to 
indicate the point(s) of entry/exit for each site provided pursuant to paragraph 2, 
subparagraph (C) of this Section. The location shall include the geographic name (column 
c) and coordinates accurate to the nearest 10 second (column d). The type(s) of 
transportation acceptable--"air," "sea," "ground"--for each point of entry/exit shall also be 
specified (column e).

Chart VI: POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT (POE) OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Chart I: COMMAND ORGANISATION OF THE LAND FORCES AND AIR AND AIR 
DEFENCE AVIATION FORCES OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line Number Formation or
Unit Record 

Number

Designation of 
Formation or Unit

Subordination
1st Higher 
Echelon

2nd Higher 
Echelon

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Chart IIA: OVERALL HOLDINGS OF BATTLE TANKS, ARMOURED COMBAT 
VEHICLES AND ARTILLERY
SUBJECT TO NUMERICAL LIMITATION OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line 
Number

Area Category Sub-Category Type Overall Number
(including in 

DPSSs)

Number in 
DPSSs

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

Chart IIB: OVERALL HOLDINGS OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT AND ATTACK 
HELICOPTERS SUBJECT TO NUMERICAL LIMITATION OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS 
OF (DATE)

Line Number Category Sub-Category Type Overall Number
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Chart IIIA: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS AND TYPES OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO 
SECTION III OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE OF 



(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line 
Number

Formation of 
Unit Record 

Number

Designation 
of Formation 

or Unit

Peacetime 
Location

NOT 
USED

Battle 
Tanks

Armoured 
Combat 
Vehicles

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

APC & AII-V 
Look-Alikes

Artillery AVLBs Attack 
Helicopters

Combat 
Support 

Helicopters

Unarmed 
Transport 

Helicopters
(h) (i) (j) (k) (l) (m)

Chart IIIB: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION, NUMBERS AND TYPES OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND EQUIPMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO 
SECTION III OF THE PROTOCOL ON INFORMATION EXCHANGE OF 
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line Number Formation or 
Unit Record 

Number

Designation of 
Formation or 

Unit

Peacetime 
Location

NOT USED Combat 
Aircraft

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

Reclassified 
CCT Aircraft

Primary 
Trainer Aircraft

Attack 
Helicopters

Combat 
Support 

Helicopters

Unarmed 
Transport 

Helicopters

Other

(g) (h) (i) (j) (k) (l)

Chart IV: INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS AND 
EQUIPMENT PROVIDED PURSUANT TO SECTION IV OF THE PROTOCOL ON 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE OF (STATE PARTY) 
VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line 
Number

Protocol 
Reference
Location

Location Battle 
Tanks

Armoured 
Combat 
Vehicles

Artillery Attack 
Helicopters

Combat 
Aircraft

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h)

Chart V: INFORMATION ON OBJECTS OF VERIFICATION AND DECLARED SITES OF 
(STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)



Line Number Declared Site 
Record Number

Location Point of 
Entry/Exit

Object of 
Verification

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Battle Tanks Armoured 
Combat Vehicles

APC & AII-V 
Look-Alikes

Artillery AVLBs

(f) (g) (h) (i) (j)

Attack 
Helicopters

Combat 
Support 

Helicopters

Unarmed 
Transport 

Helicopters

Combat 
Aircraft

Reclassified 
CCT Airfcraft

Primary 
Trainer 
Aircraft

(k) (l) (m) (n) (o) (p)

Chart VI: POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT (POE) OF (STATE PARTY) VALID AS OF (DATE)

Line 
Number

POE 
Number

Name of POE Location Type(s)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Protocol on Inspection

The States Parties hereby agree on procedures and other provisions governing the 
conduct of inspections as provided for in Article XIV of the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe of November 19,1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty. 

Section I
DEFINITIONS

1. For the purposes of the Treaty:

(A) The term "inspected State Party" means a State Party on whose territory an inspection 
is carried out in compliance with Article XIV of the Treaty:

(1) in the case of inspection sites where only a stationing State 
Party's conventional armaments and equipment limited by the 
Treaty are present, such a stationing State Party shall exercise, 
in compliance with the provisions of this Protocol, the rights and 
obligations of the inspected State Party as set forth in this 
Protocol for the duration of the inspection within that inspection 
site where its conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty are located; and
(2) in the case of inspection sites containing conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty of more than 
one State Party, each such State Party shall exercise, in 
compliance with the provisions of this Protocol, each in respect 



of its own conventional armaments and equjipment limited by 
the Treaty, the rights and obligations of the inspected State 
Party as set forth in this Protocol for the duration of the 
inspection within that inspection site where its conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty are located.

(B) The term "stationing State Party"means a State Party stationing conventional 
armaments and equipment in service with its conventional armed forces outside its own 
territory and within the area of application.

(C) The term "host State Party" means a State Party receiving on its territory within the 
area of application conventional armaments and equipment in service with the 
conventional armed forces of another State Party stationed by that State Party.

(D) The term "inspecting State Party"means a State Party which requests and is therefore 
responsible for carrying out an inspection.

(E) The term "inspector" means an individual designated by one of the States Parties to 
carry out an inspection and who is included on that State Party's accepted list of 
inspectors in accordance with the provisions of Section III of this Protocol.

(F) The term "transport crew member" means an individual who performs duties related to 
the operation of a transportation means and who is included on a State Party's accepted 
list of transport crew members in accordance with the provisions of Section III of this 
Protocol.

(G) The term "inspection team" means a group of inspectors designated by an inspecting 
State Party to conduct a particular inspection.

(H) The term "escort team" means a group of individuals assigned by an inspected State 
Party to accompany and to assist inspectors conducting a particular inspection, as well as 
to assume other responsibilities as set forht in this Protocol. In the case of inspection of a 
stationing State Party's conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty, an 
escort team shall include individuals assigned by both the host and stationing States 
Parties, unless otherwise agreed between them.

(I) The term "inspection site" means an area, location or facility where an inspection is 
carried out.

(J) The term "object of verification" means:
(1) any formation or unit at the organisational level of 
brigade/regiment, wing/air regiment, independent 
battalion/artillery battalion, independent squadron or equivalent 
as well as any separately located battalion/squadron or 
equivalent unit at the next level of command below the 
brigade/regiment, wing/air regiment level holding conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty at a location 
notified pursuant to Section III, paragraph 1, subparagraph (A) 
of the Protocol on Information Exchange;

(2) any designated permanent storage site, military storage site 
not organic to formations and units referred to in sub-



subparagraph (1) of this subparagraph, independent repair or 
maintenance unit, military training establishment or military 
airfield at which conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty are notified pursuant to Section III, paragraph 3, 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of the Protocol on Information 
Exchange as being permanently or routinely present.

(3) a reduction site for conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty as notified pursuant to Section III, 
paragraph 3, subparagraph (C) of the Protocol on Information 
Exchange;

(4) in the case of units below the level of battalion holding 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty 
that are directly subordinate to a unit or formation above the 
level of brigade/regiment or equivalent, that unit or formation to 
which the units below the level of battalion are subordinated 
shall be considered an object of verification, if it has no 
subordinate unit or formation at the level of brigade/regiment or 
equivalent; and

(5) a formation or unit holding conventional armaments and 
equipment subject to the Treaty, but not in service with the 
conventional armed forces of a State Party shall not be 
considered an object of verification.

(K) The term "military airfield" means a permanent military complex, not otherwise 
containing an object of verification, at which the frequent operation, i.e., launch and 
recovery, of at least six combat aircraft or combat helicopters limited by the Treaty or 
subject to internal inspection is routinely performed.

(L) The term "military training establishment" means a facility, not otherwise containing an 
object of verification, at which a military unit or subunit using at least 30 conventioanl 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty or more than 12 of any single category of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty is organised to train military 
personnel. 

(M) The term "military storage site" not organic to formations and units identified as objects 
of verification means any storage site, other than designated permanent storage sites or 
sites subordinate to organisations designed and structured for internal security purposes, 
holding conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty without respect to 
organisational or operational status. Conventional armaments and equipment limited by 
the Treaty contained in such sites shall constitute a portion of the permitted holdings 
counted in active units pursuant to Article IV of the Treaty.

(N) The term "declared site" means a facility or precisely delineated geographic location 
which contains one or more objects of verification. A declared site shall consist of all 
territory within its man-made or natural outer boundary or boundaries as well as 
associated territory comprising firing ranges, training areas, maintenance and storage 
areas, helicopter airfields and railroad loading facilities at which battle tanks, armoured 
combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, reclassified, combat-
capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting 
vehicle look-alikes or armoured vehicle launched bridges are permanently or routinely 



present.

(O) The term "specified area" means an area anywhere on the territory of a State Party 
within the area of application other than a site inspected pursuant to Section VII, IX or X of 
this Protocol within which a challenge inspection is conducted pursuant to Section VIII of 
this Protocol. A specified area shall not exceed 65 square kilometres. No straight line 
between any two points in that area shall exceed 16 kilometres.

(P) The term "sensitive point" means any equipment, structure or location which has been 
designated to be sensitive by the inspected State Party or the State Party exercising the 
rights and obligations of the inspected State Party through the escort team and to which 
access or overflight may be delayed, limited or refused.

(Q) The term "point of entry/exit" means a point designated by a State Party on whose 
territory an inspection is to be carried out, through which inspection teams and transport 
crews arrive on the territory of that State Party and through which they depart from the 
territory of that State Party.

(R) The term "in-country period" means the total time spent continuously on the territory of 
the State Party where an inspection is carried out by an inspection team for inspections 
pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol from arrival of the inspection team at the 
point of entry/exit until the return of the inspection team to a point of entry/exit after 
completion of that inspection team's last inspection.

(S) The term "baseline validation period" means, for the purpose of calculating inspection 
quotas, the specified time period consisting of the first 120 days following entry into force 
of the Treaty.

(T) The term "reduction period" means, for the purpose of calculating inspection quotas, 
the specified time period consisting of the three years following the 120-day baseline 
validation period.

(U) The term "residual level validation period" means, for the purpose of calculating 
inspection quotas, the specified time period consisting of the 120 days following the three-
year reduction period.

(V) The term "residual period" means, for the purpose of calculating inspection quotas, the 
specified time period following the 120-day residual level validation period for the duration 
of the Treaty.

(W) The term "passive declared site inspection quota" means the total number of 
inspections of objects of verification pursuant to Section VII of this Protocol that each State 
Party shall be obliged to receive within a specified time period at inspection sites where its 
objects of verification are located.

(X) The term "passive challenge inspection quota" means the maximum number of 
challenge inspections within specified areas pursuant to Section VIII of this Protocol that 
each State Party with territory within the area of aplication shall be obliged to receive 
within a specified time period.

(Y) The term "active inspection quota" means the total number of inspections pursuant to 
Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol that each State Party shall be entitled to conduct 



within a specified time period.

(Z) The term "certification site" means a clearly designated location where the certification 
of recategorised multi-purpose attack helicopters and reclassified combat-capable trainer 
aircraft in accordance with the Protocol on Helicopter Recategorisation and the Protocol on 
Aircraft Reclassificaion takes place.

(AA) The term "calendar reporting period" means a period of time defined in days during 
which the intended reduction of the planned number of items of conventional armaments 
and equipment limited by the Treaty in accordance with Article VIII of the Treaty is to be 
carried out.

Section III
GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1. For the purpose of ensuring verification of compliance with the provisions of the Treaty, 
each State Party shall facilitate inspections pursuant to this Protocol.

2. In the case of conventional armaments and equipment in service with the conventional 
armed forces of a State Party stationed in the area of application outside national territory, 
the host State Party and the stationing State Party shall, in fulfillment of their respective 
responsibilities, cooperatively ensure compliance with the relevant provisions of this 
Protocol. The stationing State Party shall be fully responsible for compliance with the 
Treaty obligations in respect of its conventional armaments and equipment in service with 
its conventioanl armed forces stationed on the territory of the host State Party.

3. The escort team shall be placed under the responsibility of the inspected State Party:

(A) in the case of inspection sites at which only a stationing State Party's conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty are present and are under this State 
Party's command, the escort team shall be placed under the responsibility of a 
representative of the stationing State Party for the duration of the inspection within that 
inspection site where the stationing State Party's conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty are located; and 

(B) in the case of inspection sites containing conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty of both the host State Party and the stationing State Party, the escort 
team shall be composed of representatives from both States Parties when conventional 
armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty of the stationing State Party are actually 
inspected. During the inspection within that inspection site, the host State Party shall 
exercise the rights and obligations of the inspected State Party with the exception of those 
rights and obligations related to the inspection of the conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty of the stationing State Party, which shall be exercised by 
this stationing State Party.

4. If an inspection team requests access to a structure or premises utilised by another 
State Party by agreement with the inspected State Party, such other State Party shall, in 
cooperation with the inspected State Party and to the extent consistent with the agreement 
on utilisation, exercise the rights and obligations set forth in this Protocol with respect to 
inspections involving equipment or materiel of the State Party utilising the structure or 
premises.

5. Structures or premises utilised by another State Party by agreement with the inspected 



State Party shall be subject to inspection only when that other State Party's representative 
is on the escort team.

6. Inspection teams and sub-teams shall be under the control and responsibility of the 
inspecting State Party.

7. No more than one inspection team conducting an inspection pursuant to Section VII or 
VIII of this Protocol may be present at the same time at any one inspection site.

8. Subject to the other provisions of this Protocol, the inspecting State Party shall decide 
for how long each inspection team will stay on the territory of the State Party where an 
inspection is to be carried out, and at how many and at which inspection sites it will 
conduct inspections during the in-country period.

9. Travel expenses of an inspection team to the point of entry/exit prior to conducting an 
inspection and from the point of entry/exit after completion of the last inspection shall be 
borne by the inspecting State Party.

10. Each State Party shall be obliged to receive a number of inspections pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol not to exceed its passive declared site inspection quota 
for each specified time period: a 120-day baseline validation period, a three-year reduction 
period, a 120-day residual level validation period and a residual period for the duration of 
the Treaty. The passive declared site inspection quota shall be determined for each 
specified time period as a percentage of that State Party's objects of verification, excluding 
reduction sites and certification sites, located within the area of application of the Treaty:

(A) during the first 120 days after entry into force of the Treaty, the passive declared site 
inspection quota shall be equal to 20 percent of a State Party's objects of verification 
notified pursuant to Section V of the Protocol on Information Exchange; 

(B) during each year of the reduction period, after completion of the initial 120-day period, 
the passive declared site inspection quota shall be equal to 10 percent of a State Party's 
objects of verification notified pursuant to Section V of the Protocol on Information 
Exchange;

(C) during the first 120 days after completion of the three-year reduction period, the 
passive declared site inspection quota shall be equal to 20 percent of a State Party's 
objects of verification notified pursuant to Section V of the Protocol on Information 
Exchange; and

(D) each year, commencing after completion of the 120-day residual level validation 
period, for the duration of the Treaty, the passive declared site inspection quota shall be 
equal to 15 percent of a State Party's objects of verification notified pursuant to Section V 
of the Protocol on Information Exchange.

11. Each State Party with territory within the area of application shall be obliged to accept 
challenge inspections as follows:

(A) during the baseline validation period, during each year of the reduction period and 
during the residual level validation period, up to 15 percent of the number of inspections of 
declared sites which that State Party is obliged to receive on its territory of its own objects 
of verification as well as of objects of verification belonging to stationing States Parties; 



and

(B) during each year of the residual period, up to 23 percent of the number of inspections 
of declared sites which that State Party is obliged to receive on its territory of its own 
objects of verification and of objects of verification belonging to stationing States Parties.

12. Notwithstanding any other limitations in this Section, each State Party shall be obliged 
to accept a minimum of one inspection each year of its objects of verification pursuant to 
Section VII of this Protocol, and each State Party with territory within the area of aplication 
shall be obliged to accept a nimimum of one inspection each year within a specified area 
pursuant to Section VIII of this Protocol.

13. Inspection pursuant to Section VII of this Protocol of one object of verification at an 
insepction site shall count as one inspection against the passive declared site inspection 
quota of that State Party whose object of verification is inspected.

14. The proportion of inspections pursuant to Section VII of this Protocol on the territory of 
a host State Party within a specified time period used to inspect objects of verification 
belonging to a stationing State Party shall be no greater than the proportion which that 
stationing State Party's objects of verification constitute of the total number of objects of 
verification located on the territory of that host State Party. 

15. The number of inspections pursuant to Section VII of this Protocol of objects of 
verification within a specified time period on any State Party's territory shall be calculated 
as a percentage of the total number of objects of verification present on that State Party's 
territory.

16. Inspection pursuant to Section VIII of this Protocol within one specified area shall count 
as one inspection against the passive challenge inspection quota and one inspection 
against the passive declared site inspection quota of the State Party on whose territory the 
inspection is conducted.

17. Unless otherwise agreed between the escort team and the inspection team, an 
inspection team's in-country period shall, up to a total of 10 days, not exceed the total 
number of hours calculated according to the following formula:

(A) 48 hours for the first inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area; 
plus

(B) 36 hours for each sequential inspection of an object of verification or within a specified 
area.

18. Subject to the limitations in paragraph 17 of this Section, an inspection team 
conducting an inspection pursuant to Section VII or VIII of this Protocol shall spend no 
more than 48 hours at a declared site and no more than 24 hours in inspection within a 
specified area.

19. The inspected State Party shall ensure that the inspection team travels to a sequential 
inspection site by the most expeditious means available. If the time between completion of 
one inspection and arrival of the inspection team at a sequential inspection site exceeds 
nine hours, or if the time between completion of the last inspection conducted by an 
inspection team on the territory of the State Party where an inspection is carried out and 



the arrival of that inspection team at the point of entry/exit exceeds nine hours, such 
excess time shall not count against that inspection team's in-country period.

20. Each State Party shall be obliged to accept on its territory within the area of application 
simultaneously no more than either two inspection teams conducting inspections pursuant 
to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol or a number of inspection teams conducting 
inspections pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol equal to two percent of the 
total number of objects of verification that are to be inspected during a specified time 
period on the territory of that State Party, whichever number is greater.

21. Each State Party shall be obliged to accept simultaneously no more than either two 
inspection teams conducting inspections of its conventional armed forces pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol or a number of inspection teams conducting inspections 
of its conventional armed forces pursuant to Section VII or VIII of this Protocol equal to two 
percent of the total number of its objects of verification that are to be inspected during a 
specified time period, whichever number is greater.

22. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 20 and 21 of this Section, each State 
Party with military districts specified in Articles IV and V of the Treaty shall be obliged to 
accept on its territory within the area of application simultaneously no more than two 
inspection teams conducting inspections pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol 
within any one of those military districts.

23. No State Party shall be obliged to accept inspections pursuant to Sections VII and VIII 
of this Protocol representing more than 50 percent of its passive declared site inspection 
quota in a calendar year from the same State Party. 

24. Each State Party shall have the right to conduct inspections within the area of 
application on the territory of other States Parties. However, no State Party shall conduct 
more than five inspections annually pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol of 
another State Party belonging to the same group of States Parties. Any such inspections 
shall count against the passive declared site inspection quota of the State Party being 
inspected. It shall otherwise be the responsibility solely of each group of States Parties to 
determine the allocation of inspections for each State Party within its group of States 
Parties. Each State Party shall notify to all other States Parties its active inspection quota:

(A) for the baseline validation period, no later than 120 days after signature of the Treaty;

(B) for the first year of the reduction period, no later than 60 days after entry into force of 
the Treaty; and

(C) for each subsequent year of the reduction period, for the residual level validation 
period and for each year of the residual period, no later than the 15th day of January 
preceding each such specified time period.

Section III
PRE-INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS

1. Inspections conducted pursuant to the Treaty shall be carried out by inspectors 
designated in accordance with paragraphs 3 to 7 of this Section

2. Inspectors shall be nationals of the inspecting State Party or other States Parties.



3. Within 90 days after signature of the Treaty, each State Party shall provide to all other 
States Parties a list of its proposed inspectors and a list of its proposed transport crew 
members, containing the full names of inspectors and transport crew members, their 
gender, date of birth, place of birth and passport number. No list of proposed inspectors 
provided by a State Party shall contain at any time more than 400 individuals, and no list of 
proposed transport crew members provided by a State Party shall contain at any time 
more than 600 individuals.

4. Each State Party shall review the lists of inspectors and transport crew members 
provided to it by other States Parties and, within 30 days after receipt of each list, shall 
provide notification to the State Party providing that list of any individual whose name it 
wishes to be deleted from that list.

5. Subject to paragraph 7 of this Section, inspectors and transport crew members for 
whom deletion has not been requested within the time interval specified in paragraph 4 of 
this Section shall be considered as accepted for the purposes of issuing visas and any 
other documents in accordance with paragraph 8 of this Section.

6. Each State Party shall have the right to amend its lists within one month after entry into 
force of the Treaty. Thereafter, each State Party may once every six months propose 
additions to or deletions from its lists of inspectors and transport crew members, provided 
that such amended lists do not exceed the numbers specified in paragraph 3 of this 
Section. Proposed additions shall be reviewed in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 5 of 
this Section.

7. A State Party may request, without right of refusal, deletion of any individual it wishes 
from lists of inspectors and transport crew members provided by any other State Party.

8. The State Party on whose territory an inspection is conducted shall provide to the 
inspectors and transport crew members accepted in accordance with paragraph 5 of this 
Section visas and any other documents as required to ensure that these inspectors and 
transport crew members may enter and remain in the territory of that State Party for the 
purpose of carrying out inspection activities in accordance with the provisions of this 
Protocol. Such visas and any other necessary documents shall be provided either:

(A) within 30 days after the acceptance of the lists or subsequent changes in such lists, in 
which case the visa shall be valid for a period of no less than 24 months; or

(B) within one hour after the arrival of the inspection team and transport crew members at 
the point of entry/exit, in which case the visa shall be valid for the duration of their 
inspection activities.

9. Within 90 days after signature of the Treaty, each State Party shall provide notification to 
all other States Parties of the standing diplomatic clearance number for the transportation 
means of that State Party transporting inspectors and equipment necessary for an 
inspection into and out of the territory of the State Party in which such an inspection is 
conducted. Routings to and from the designated point(s) of entry/exit shall be along 
established international airways or other routes that are agreed upon by the States 
Parties concerned as the basis for such diplomatic clearance. Inspectors may use 
commercial flights for travel to those points of entry/exit that are served by airlines. The 
provisions of this paragraph relating to diplomatic clearance numbers shall not apply to 
such flights.



10. Each State Party shall indicate in the notification provided pursuant to Section V of the 
Protocol on Information Exchange a point or points of entry/exit in respect of each 
declared site with its objects of verification. Such points of entry/exit may be ground border 
crossing points, airports or seaports which must have the capacity to receive the 
transportation means of the inspecting State Party. At least one airport shall be notified as 
a point of entry/exit associated with each declared site. The location of any point of 
entry/exit notified as associated with a declared site shall be such as to allow access to 
that declared site within the time specified in Section VII, paragraph 8 of this Protocol.

11. Each State Party shall have the right to change the point or points of entry/exit to its 
territory by notifying all other States Parties no less than 90 days before such a change 
becomes effective.

12. Within 90 days after signature of the Treaty, each State Party shall provide notification 
to all other States Parties of the official language or languages of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe to be used by inspection teams conducting 
inspections of its conventional armed forces.

Section IV
NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO INSPECT

1. The inspecting State Party shall notify the inspected State Party of its intention to carry 
out an inspection provided for in Article XIV of the Treaty. In the case of inspection of 
stationed conventional armed forces, the inspecting State Party shall simultaneously notify 
the host and stationing States Parties. In the case of inspection of certification or reduction 
procedures carried out by a stationing State Party, the inspecting State Party shall 
simultaneously notify the host and stationing States Parties.

2. For inspections conducted pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol, such 
notifications shall be made in accordance with Article XVII of the Treaty no less than 36 
hours in advance of the estimated time of arrival of the inspection team at the point of 
entry/exit on the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to be carried out and 
shall include:

(A) the point of entry/exit to be used;

(B) the estimated time of arrival at the point of entry/exit;

(C) the means of arrival at the point of entry/exit;

(D) a statement of whether the first inspection shall be conducted pursuant to Section VII 
or VIII of this Protocol and whether the inspection will be conducted on foot, by cross-
country vehicle, by helicopter or by any combination of these;

(E) the time interval between the arrival at the point of entry/exit and the designation of the 
first inspection site;

(F) the language to be used by the inspection team, which shall be a language designated 
in accordance with Section III, paragraph 12 of this Protocol;

(G) the language to be used for the inspection report prepared in accordance with Section 
XII of this Protocol;



(H) the full names of inspectors and transport crew members, their gender, date of birth, 
place of birth and passport number; and

(I) the likely number of sequential inspections.

3. For inspections conducted pursuant to Sections IX and X of this Protocol, such 
notifications shall be made in accordance with Article XVII of the Treaty no less than 96 
hours in advance of the estimated time of arrival of the inspection team at the designated 
point of entry/exit on the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to be carried out 
and shall include:

(A) the point of entry/exit to be used;

(B) the estimated time of arrival at the point of entry/exit;

(C) the means of arrival at the point of entry/exit;

(D) for each inspection at a reduction or certification site, reference to the notification 
provided pursuant to Section IX, paragraph 3 or Section X, paragraph 5 of this Protocol;

(E) the language to be used by the inspection team, which shall be a language designated 
in accordance with Section III, paragraph 12 of this Protocol;

(F) the language to be used for the inspection report prepared in accordance with Section 
XII of this Protocol; and

(G) the full names of inspectors and transport crew members, their gender, date of birth, 
place of birth and passport number.

4. The States Parties notified pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Section shall acknowledge in 
accordance with Article XVII of the Treaty receipt of notification within three hours. Subject 
to the provisions set forth in this Section, the inspection team shall be permitted to arrive at 
the point of entry/exit at the estimated time of arrival notified pursuant to paragraph 2, 
subparagraph (B) or paragraph 3, subparagraph (B) of this Section.

5. An inspected State Party receiving a notification of intent to inspect shall immediately 
upon its receipt send copies of such notification to all other States Parties in accordance 
with Article XVII of the Treaty.

6. If the State Party on whose territory an inspection is to be carried out is unable to allow 
the entry of the inspection team at the estimated time of arrival, the inspection team shall 
be permitted to enter the territory of that State Party within two hours before or after the 
notified estimated time of arrival. In such a case, the State Party on whose territory an 
inspection is to be carried out shall notify the inspecting State Party of the new time of 
arrival no later than 24 hours following the issuance of the original notification.

7. If the inspection team finds itself delayed more than two hours beyond the notified 
estimated time of arrival or beyond the new time of arrival communicated pursuant to 
paragraph 6 of this Section, the inspecting State Party shall inform the States Parties 
notified pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Section of:



(A) a new estimated time of arrival, which in no case shall be more than six hours beyond 
the initial estimated time of arrival or beyond the new time of arrival communicated 
pursuant to paragraph a6 of this Section; and

(B) if the inspecting State Party desires, a new time interval between arrival at the point of 
entry/exit and the designation of the first inspection site.

8. In the event non-commercial flights are used to transport the inspection team to the 
point of entry/exit, no less than 10 hours before the planned time of entry into the air space 
of the State Party on whose territory the inspection is to be carried out, the inspecting 
State Party shall provide that State Party with a flight plan in accordance with Article XVII 
of the Treaty. The flight plan shall be filed in accordance with the procedures of the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation applicable to civil aircraft. The inspecting State 
Party shall include in the remarks section of each flight plan the standing diplomatic 
clearance number and the notation: "CFE inspection aircraft. Priority clearance processing 
required." 

9. No more than three hours following the receipt of a flight plan that has been filed in 
accordance with paragraph 8 of this Section, the State Party on whose territory an 
inspection is to be carried out shall ensure that the flight plan is approved so that the 
inspection team may arrive at the point of entry/exit at the estimated time of arrival.

Section V
PROCEDURES UPON ARRIVAL AT POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

1. The escort team shall meet the inspection team and transport crew members at the 
point of entry/exit upon their arrival.

2. A State Party which utilises structures or premises by agreement with the inspected 
State Party will designate a liaison officer to the escort team who will be available as 
needed at the point of entry/exit to accompany the inspection team at any time as agreed 
with the escort team.

3. Times of arrival at and return to a point of entry/exit shall be agreed and recorded by 
both the inspection team and the escort team.

4. The State Party on whose territory an inspection is to be carried out shall ensure that 
luggage, equipment and supplies of the inspection team are exempt from all customs 
duties and are expeditiously processed at the point of entry/exit.

5. Equipment and supplies that the inspecting State Party brings into the territory of the 
State Party where an inspection is to be carried out shall be subject to examination each 
time they are brought into that territory. This examination shall be completed prior to the 
departure of the inspection team from the point of entry/exit to the inspection site. Such 
equipment and supplies shall be examined by the escort team in the presence of the 
inspection team members.

6. If the escort team determines upon examination that an item of equipment or supplies 
brought by inspectors is capable of performing functions inconsistent with the inspection 
requirements of this Protocol or does not meet the requirements set forth in Section VI, 
paragraph 15 of this Protocol, then the escort team shall have the right to deny permission 
to use that item and to impound it at the point of entry/exit. The inspecting State Party shall 



remove such impounded equipment or supplies from the territory of the State Party where 
an inspection is to be carried out at the earliest opportunity at its own discretion, but no 
later than the time when the inspection team which brought that impounded equipment or 
supplies leaves the country.

7. If a State Party has not participated during examination of equipment of an inspection 
team at the point of entry/exit, that State Party shall be entitled to exercise the rights of the 
escort team pursuant to paragraphs 5 and 6 of this Section prior to inspection at a 
declared site at which its conventional armed forces are present or of a structure or 
premises it utilises by agreement with the inspected State Party.

8. Throughout the period in which the inspection team and transport crew remain on the 
territory of the State Party where the inspection site is located, the inspected State Party 
shall provide or arrange for the provision of meals, lodging, work space, transportation 
and, as necessary, medical care or any other emergency assistance.

9. The State Party on whose territory an inspection is carried out shall provide 
accommodation, security protection, servicing and fuel for the transportation means of the 
inspecting State Party at the point of entry/exit.

Section VI
GENERAL RULES FOR CONDUCTING INSPECTIONS

1. An inspection team may include inspectors from States Parties other than the inspecting 
State Party.

2. For inspections conducted in accordance with Sections VII, VIII, IX and X of this 
Protocol, an inspection team shall consist of up to nine inspectors and may divide itself 
into up to three sub-teams. In the case of simultaneous inspections on the territory of 
States Parties that do not have military districts specified in Articles IV and V of the Treaty 
or within a single military district of a State Party with such military districts, only one 
inspection team may divide itself at the inspection site into three sub-teams, the others into 
two sub-teams.

3. Inspectors and escort team members shall wear some clear identification of their 
respective roles.

4. An inspector shall be deemed to have assumed his or her duties upon arrival at the 
point of entry/exit on the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to be carried out 
and shall be deemed to have ceased performing those duties after leaving the territory of 
that State Party through the point of entry/exit.

5. The number of transport crew members shall not exceed 10.

6. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities, inspectors and transport crew 
members shall respect the laws and regulations of the State Party on whose territory an 
inspection is carried out and shall not interfere in the internal affairs of that State Party. 
Inspectors and transport crew members shall also respect regulations at an inspection 
site, including safety and administrative procedures. In the event that the inspected State 
Party determines that an inspector or transport crew member has violated such laws and 
regulations or other conditions governing the inspection activities set forth in this Protocol, 
it shall so notify the inspecting State Party, which upon the request of the inspected State 
Party shall immediately delete the name of the inidividual from the list of inspectors or 



transport crew members. If the individual is on the territory of the State Party where an 
inspection is carried out, the inspecting State Party shall promptly remove that individual 
from that territory.

7. The inspected State Party shall be responsible for ensuring the safety of the inspection 
team and transport crew members from the time they arrive at the point of entry/exit until 
the time they leave the point of entry/exit to depart the territory of that State Party.

8. The escort team shall assist the inspection team in carrying out its functions. At its 
discretion, the escort team may exercise its right to accompany the inspection team from 
the time it enters the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to be carried out 
until the time it departs that territory.

9. The inspecting State Party shall ensure that the inspection team and each sub-team 
have the necessary linguistic ability to communicate freely with the escort team in the 
language notified in accordance with Section IV, paragraph 2, subparagraph (F) and 
paragraph 3, subparagraph (E) of this Protocol. The inspected State Party shall ensure 
that the escort team has the necessary linguistic ability to communicate freely in this 
language with the inspection team and each sub-team. Inspectors and members of the 
escort team may also communicate in other languages.

10. No information obtained during inspections shall be publicly disclosed without the 
express consent of the inspecting State Party.

11. Throughout their presence on the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to 
be carried out, inspectors shall have the right to communicate with the embassy or 
consulate of the inspecting State Party located on that territory, using appropriate 
telecommunications means provided by the inspected State Party. The inspected State 
Party shall also provide means of communication between the sub-teams of an inspection 
team.

12. The inspected State Party shall transport the inspection team to, from and between 
inspection sites by a means and route selected by the inspected State Party. The 
inspecting State Party may request a variation in the selected route. The inspected State 
Party shall if possible grant such a request. Whenever mutually agreed, the inspecting 
State Party will be permitted to use its own land vehicles.

13. If an emergency arises that necessitates travel of inspectors from an inspection site to 
a point of entry/exit or to the embassy or consulate of the inspecting State Party on the 
territory of the State Party where an inspection is carried out, the inspection team shall so 
notify the escort team, which shall promptly arrange such travel, and if necessary, shall 
provide appropriate means of transportation.

14. The inspected State Party shall provide for use by the inspection team at the 
inspection site an administrative area for storage of equipment and supplies, report writing, 
rest breaks and meals.

15. The inspection team shall be permitted to bring such documents as needed to conduct 
the inspection, in particular its own maps and charts. Inspectors shall be permitted to bring 
and use portable passive night vision devices, binoculars, video and still cameras, 
dictaphones, tape measures, flashlights, magnetic compasses and lap-top computers. The 
inspectors shall be permitted to use other equipment, subject to the approval of the 



inspected State Party. Throughout the in-country period, the escort team shall have the 
right to observe the equipment brought by inspectors, but shall not interfere with the use of 
equipment that has been approved by the escort team in accordance with Section V, 
pargraphs 5 to 7 of this Protocol.

16. In the case of an inspection conducted pursuant to Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, 
the inspection team shall specify on each occasion it designates the inspection site to be 
inspected whether the inspection will be conducted on foot, by cross-country vehicle, by 
helicopter or by any combination of these. Unless otherwise agreed, the inspected State 
Party shall provide and operate the appropriate cross-country vehicles at the inspection 
site.

17. Whenever possible, subject to the safety requirements and flight regulations of the 
inspected State Party and subject to the provisions of paragraphs 18 to 21 of this Section, 
the inspection team shall have the right to conduct helicopter overflights of the inspection 
site, using a helicopter provided and operated by the inspected State Party, during 
inspections conducted pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol.

18. The inspected State Party shall not be obliged to provide a helicopter at any inspection 
site that is less than 20 square kilometres in area. 

19. The inspected State Party shall have the right to delay, limit or refuse helicopter 
overflights above sensitive points, but the presence of sensitive points shall not prevent 
helicopter overflight of the remaining areas of the inspection site. Photography of or above 
sensitive points during helicopter overflights shall be permitted only with the approval of 
the escort team.

20. The duration of such helicopter overflights at an inspection site shall not exceed a 
cumulative total of one hour, unless otherwise agreed between the inspection team and 
the escort team.

21. Any helicopter provided by the inspected State Party shall be large enough to carry at 
least two members of the inspection team and at least one member of the escort team. 
Inspectors shall be allowed to take and use on overflights of the inspection site any of the 
equipment specified in paragraph 15 of this Section. The inspection team shall advise the 
escort team during inspection flights whenever it intends to take photographs. A helicopter 
shall afford the inspectors a constant and unobstructed view of the ground.

22. In discharging their functions, inspectors shall not interfere directly with ongoing 
activities at the inspection site and shall avoid unnecessarily hampering or delaying 
operations at the inspection site or taking actions affecting safe operation.

23. Except as provided for in paragraphs 24 to 29 of this Section, during an inspection of 
an object of verification or within a specific area, inspectors shall be permitted access, 
entry and unobstructed inspection:

(A) in the case of a specified area, within the entire specified area; or

(B) in the case of an object of verification, within the entire territory of the declared site 
except within those areas delineated on the site diagram as belonging exclusively to 
another object of verification which the inspection team has not designated for inspection.



24. During an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol and subject to the provisions of paragraph 25 of this 
Section, inspectors shall have the right, within the areas cited in paragraph 23 of this 
Section, to enter any location, structure or area within a structure in which battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, reclassified 
combat-capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry 
fighting vehicle look-alikes or armoured vehicle launched bridges are permanently or 
routinely present. Inspectors shall not have the right to enter other structures or areas 
within structures the entry points to which are physically accessible only by personnel 
doors not exceeding two metres in width and to which access is denied by the escort 
team.

25. During an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, inspectors shall have the right to look into a hardened 
aircraft shelter to confirm visually whether any battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft, 
armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes or 
armoured vehicle launched bridges are present and, if so, their number and type, model or 
version. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 24 of this Section, inspectors shall 
enter the interior of such hardened aircraft shelters only with the approval of the escort 
team. If such approval is denied and if the inspectors so request, any battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, reclassified 
combat-capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry 
fighting vehicle look-alikes or armoured vehicle launched bridges in such hardened aircraft 
shelters shall be displayed outside. 

26. During an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, except as provided in paragraphs 27 to 33 of this 
Section, inspectors shall have the right to have access to conventional armaments and 
equipment only in so far as is necessary to confirm visually their number and type, model 
or version.

27. The inspected State Party shall have the right to shroud individual sensitive items of 
equipment. 

28. The escort team shall have the right to deny access to sensitive points, the number 
and extent of which should be as limited as possible, to shrouded objects and to 
containers any dimension (width, height, length or diameter) of which is less than two 
metres. Whenever a sensitive point is designated, or shrouded objects or containers are 
present, the escort team shall declare whether the sensitive point, shrouded object or 
container holds any battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, 
combat aircraft, reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier 
look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes or armoured vehicle launched 
bridges and, if so, their number and type, model or version.

29. If the escort team declares that a sensitive point, shrouded object or container does 
contain any of the conventional armaments and equipment specified in paragraph 28 of 
this Section, then the escort team shall display or declare such conventional armaments 
and equipment to the inspection team and shall take steps to satisfy the inspection team 
that no more than the declared number of such conventional armaments and equipment 
are present.



30. If, during an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, a helicopter of a type that is or has been on the multi-
purpose attack helicopter list in the Protocol on Existing Types is present at an inspection 
site and is declared by the escort team to be a combat support helicopter, or if an Mi-24R 
or Mi-24K helicopter is present at an inspection site and is declared by the escort team to 
be limited pursuant to Section I, paragraph 3 of the Protocol on Helicopter 
Recategorisation, such a helicopter shall be subject to internal inspection in accordance 
with Section IX, paragraph 4 to 6 of this Protocol.

31. If, during an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, an aircraft of a specific model or version of combat-
capable trainer aircraft listed in Section II of the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification is 
present at an inspection site and is declared by the escort team to have been certified an 
unarmed in accordance with the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification, such an aircraft shall 
be subject to internal inspection in accordance with Section IX, paragraphs 4 and 5 of this 
Protocol.

32. If, during an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, an armoured vehicle declared by the escort team to be 
an armoured personnel carrier look-alike or an armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alike 
is present at an inspection site, the inspection team shall have the right to determine that 
such vehicle cannot permit the transport of a combat infantry squad. Inspectors shall have 
the right to require the doors and/or hatches of the vehicle to be opened so that the interior 
can be visually inspected from outside the vehicle. Sensitive equipment in or on the 
vehicle may be shrouded.

33. If, during an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, items of equipment declared by the escort team to have 
been reduced in accordance with the provisions in the Protocol on Reduction are present 
at an inspection site, the inspection team shall have the right to inspect such items of 
equipment to confirm that they have been reduced in accordance with the procedures 
specified in Sections III to XII of the Protocol on Reduction.

34. Inspectors shall have the right to take photographs, including video, for the purpose of 
recording the presence of conventional armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty, 
including within designated permanent storage sites, or other storage sites containing 
more than 50 such conventional armaments and equipment. Still camera

s shall be limited to 35mm cameras and to cameras capable of producing instantly 
developed photographic prints. The inspection team shall advise the escort team in 
advance whether it plans to take photographs. The escort team shall cooperate with the 
inspection team's taking of photographs.

33. If, during an inspection of an object of verification or within a specified area pursuant to 
Section VII or VIII of this Protocol, items of equipment declared by the inspection team to 
have been reduced in accordance with the provisions in the Protocol on Reduction are 
present at an inspection site, the inspection team shall have the right to inspect such items 
of equipment to confirm that they have been reduced in accordance with the procedures 
specified in Sections III to XII of the Protocol on Reduction. 

34. Inspectors shall have the right to take photographs, including video, for the purpose of 
recording the presence of conventional armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty, 



including within designated permanent storage sites, or other storage sites containing 
more than 50 such conventional armaments and equipment. Still cameras shall be limited 
to 35mm cameras and to cameras capable of producing instantly developed photographic 
prints. The inspection team shall advise the escort team in advance whether it plans to 
take photographs. The escort team shall cooperate with the inspection team's taking of 
photographs. 

35. Photography of sensitive points shall be permitted only with the approval of the escort 
team.

36. Except as provided for in paragraph 38 of this Section, photography of interiors of 
structures other than storage sites specified in paragraph 34 of this Section shall be 
permitted only with the approval of the escort team.

37. Inspectors shall have the right to take measurements to resolve ambiguities that might 
arise during inspections. Such measurements recorded during inspections shall be 
confirmed by a member of the inspection team and a member of the escort team 
immediately after they are taken. Such confirmed data shall be included in the inspection 
report.

38. States Parties shall, whenever possible, resolve during an inspection any ambiguities 
that arise regarding factual information. Whenever inspectors request the escort team to 
clarify such an ambiguity, the escort team shall promptly provide the inspection team with 
clarifications. If inspectors decide to document an unresolved ambiguity with photographs, 
the escort team shall, subject to the provision in paragraph 35 of this Section, cooperate 
with the inspection team's taking of appropriate photographs using a camera capable of 
producing instantly developed photographic prints. If an ambiguity cannot be resolved 
during the inspection, then the question, relevant clarifications and any pertinent 
photographs shall be included in the inspection report in accordance with Section XII of 
this Protocol.

39. For inspections conducted pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol, the 
inspection shall be deemed to have been completed once the inspection report has been 
signed and countersigned.

40. No later than completion of an inspection at a declared site or within a specified area, 
the inspection team shall inform the escort team whether the inspection team intends to 
conduct a sequential inspection. If the inspection team intends to conduct a sequential 
inspection, the inspection team shall designate at that time the next inspection site. In such 
cases, subject to the provisions in Section VII, paragraphs 6 and 17 and Section VIII, 
paragraph 6, subparagraph (A) of this Protocol, the inspected State Party shall ensure that 
the inspection team arrives at the sequential inspection site as soon as possible after 
completion of the previous inspection. If the inspection team does not intend to conduct a 
sequential inspection, the provisions in paragraphs 42 and 43 of this Section shall apply.

41. An inspection team shall have the right to conduct sequential inspection, subject to the 
provisions of Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol, on the territory of the State Party on 
which that inspection team has conducted the preceding inspection:

(A) at any declared site associated with the same point of entry/exit as the preceding 
inspection site or the same point of entry/exit at which the inspection team arrived; or 



(B) within any specified area for which the point of entry/exit at which the inspection team 
arrived is the nearest point of entry/exit notified pursuant to Section V of the Protocol on 
Information Exchange; or

(C) at any location within 200 kilometres of the preceding inspection site within the same 
military district; or

(D) at the location which the inspected State Party claims, pursuant to Section VII, 
paragraph 11, subparagraph (A) of this Protocol, is the temporary location of battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft or armoured 
vehicle launched bridges which were absent during inspection of an object of verification at 
the preceding inspection site, if such conventional armaments and equipment constitute 
more than 15 percent of the number of such conventional armaments and equipment 
notified in the most recent notification pursuant to the Protocol on Information Exchange; 
or

(E) at the declared site which the inspected State Party claims, pursuant to Section VII, 
paragraph 11, subparagraph (B) of this Protocol, is the site of origin for battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft or armoured 
vehicle launched bridges at the preceding inspection site which are in excess of the 
number provided in the most recent notification pursuant to the Protocol on Information 
Exchange as being present at that preceding inspection site, if such conventional 
armaments and equipment exceed by 15 percent the number of such conventional 
armaments and equipment so notified.

42. After completion of an inspection at a declared site or within a specified area, if no 
sequential inspection has been declared, then the inspection team shall be transported to 
the appropriate point of entry/exit as soon as possible and shall depart the territory of the 
State Party where the inspection was carried out within 24 hours.

43. The inspection team shall leave the territory of the State Party where it has been 
conducting inspections from the same point of entry/exit at which it entered, unless 
otherwise agreed. If an inspection team chooses to proceed to a point of entry/exit on the 
territory of another State Party for the purpose of conducting inspections, it shall have the 
right to do so provided that the inspecting State Party has provided the necessary 
notification in accordance with Section IV, paragraph 1 of this Protocol.

Section VII
DECLARED SITE INSPECTION

1. Inspection of a declared site pursuant to this Protocol shall not be refused. Such 
inspections may be delayed only in cases of force majeure or in accordance with Section 
II, paragraphs 7 and 20 to 22 of this Protocol.

2. Except as provided for in paragraph 3 of this Section, an inspection team shall arrive on 
the territory of the State Party where an inspection is to be carried out through a point of 
entry/exit associated under Section V of the Protocol on Information Exchange with the 
declared site it plans to designate as the first inspection site pursuant to paragraph 7 of 
this Section.

3. If an inspecting State Party desires to use a ground border crossing point or seaport as 
a point of entry/exit and the inspected State Party has not previously notified a ground 
border crossing point or seaport as a point of entry/exit pursuant to Section V of the 



Protocol on Information Exchange as associated with the declared site the inspecting 
State Party desires to designate as the first inspection site pursuant to paragraph 7 of this 
Section, the inspecting State Party shall indicate in the notification provided pursuant to 
Section IV, paragraph 2 of this Protocol the desired ground border crossing point or 
seaport as point of entry/exit. The inspected State Party shall indicate in its 
acknowledgement of receipt of notification, as provided for in Section IV, paragraph 4 of 
this Protocol, whether this point of entry/exit is acceptable or not. In the latter case, the 
inspected State Party shall notify the inspecting State Party of another point of entry/exit 
which shall be as near as possible to the desired point of entry/exit and which may be an 
airport notified pursuant to Section V of the Protocol on Information Exchange, a seaport 
or a ground border crossing point through which the inspection team and transport crew 
members may arrive on its territory.

4. If an inspecting State Party notifies its desire to use a ground border crossing point or 
seaport as a point of entry/exit pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Section, it shall determine 
prior to such notification that there is reasonable certainty that its inspection team can 
reach the first declared site where that State Party desires to carry out an inspection within 
the time specified in paragraph 8 of this Section using ground transportation means.

5. If an inspection team and transport crew arrive pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Section 
on the territory of the State Party on which an inspection is to be caried out through a point 
of entry/exit other than a point of entry/exit that was notified pursuant to Section V of the 
Protocol on Information Exchange as being associated with the declared site it desires to 
designate as the first inspection site, the inspected State Party shall facilitate access to 
this declared site as expeditiously as possible, but shall be permitted to exceed, if 
necessary, the time limit specified in paragraph 8 of this Section.

6. The inspected State Party shall have the right to utilise up to six hours after designation 
of a declared site to prepare for the arrival of the inspection team at that site.

7. At the number of hours after arrival at the point of entry/exit notified pursuant to Section 
IV, paragraph 2, subparagraph (E) of this Protocol, which shall be no less than one hour 
and no more than 16 hours after arrival at the point of entry/exit, the inspection team shall 
designate the first declared site to be inspected.

8. The inspected State Party shall ensure that the inspection team travels to the first 
declared site by the most expeditious means available and arrives as soon as possible but 
no later than nine hours after the designation of the site to be inspected, unless otherwise 
agreed between the inspection team and the escort team, or unless the inspection site is 
located in mountainous terrain or terrain to which access is difficult. In such case, the 
inspection team shall be transported to the inspection site no later than 15 hours after 
designation of that inspection site. Travel time in excess of nine hours shall not count 
against that inspection team's in-country period. 

9. Immediately upon arrival at the declared site, the inspection team shall be escorted to a 
briefing facility where it shall be provided with a diagram of the declared site, unless such a 
diagram has been provided in a previous exchange of site diagrams. The declared site 
diagram, provided upon arrival at the declared site, shall contain an accurate depiction of 
the:

(A) geographic coordinates of a point within the inspection site, to the nearest 10 seconds, 
with indication of that point and of true north;



(B) scale used in the site diagram;

(C) perimeter of the declared site;

(D) precisely delineated boundaries of those areas belonging exclusively to each object of 
verification, indicating the formation or unit record number of each object of verification to 
which each such area belongs and including those separately located areas where battle 
tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artiller, combat aircraft, combat helicopters, reclassified 
combat-capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry 
fighting vehicle look-alikes or armoured vehicle launched bridges belonging to each object 
of verification are permanently assigned;

(E) major buildings and roads on the declared site;

(F) entrances to the declared site; and

(G) location of an administrative area for the inspection team provided in accordance with 
Section VI, paragraph 14 of this Protocol.

10. Within one-half hour after receiving the diagram of the declared site, the inspection 
team shall designate the object of verification to be inspect. The inspection team shall then 
be given a pre-inspection briefing which shall last no more than one hour and shall include 
the following elements:

(A) safety and administrative procedures at the inspection site;

(B) modalities of transportation and communication for inspectors at the inspection site; 
and

(C) holdings and locations at the inspection site, including within the common areas of the 
declared site, of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft, combat 
helicopters, reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-
alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes and armoured vehicle launched 
bridges, including those belonging to separately located subordinate elements belonging 
to the same object of verification to be inspected. 

11. The pre-inspection briefing shall include an explanation of any differences between the 
numbers of battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, artillery, combat aircraft, combat 
helicopters or armoured vehicle launched bridges present at the inspection site and the 
corresponding numbers provided in the most recent notification pursuant to the Protocol 
on Information Exchange, in accordance with the following provisions:

(A) if the numbers of such conventional armaments and equipment present at the 
inspection site are less than the numbers provided in that most recent notification, such 
explanation shall include the temporary location of such conventional armaments and 
equipment; and

(B) if the numbers of such armaments and equipment present at the inspection site exceed 
the numbers provided in that most recent notification, such explanation shall include 
specific information on the origin, departure times from origin, time of arrival and projected 
stay at the inspection site of such additional conventional armaments and equipment.



12. When an inspection team designates an object of verification to be inspected, the 
inspection team shall have the right, as part of the same inspection of that object of 
verification, to inspect all territory delineated on the site diagram as belonging to that 
object of verification, including those separately located areas on the territory of the same 
State Party where conventional armaments and equipment belonging to that object of 
verification are permanently assigned.

13. The inspection of one object of verification at a declared site shall permit the inspection 
team access, entry and unobstructed inspection within the entire territory of the declared 
site except within those areas delineated on the site diagram as belonging exclusively to 
another object of verification which the inspection team has not designated for inspection. 
During such inspections, the provisions of Section VI of this Protocol shall apply.

14. If the escort team informs the inspection team that battle tanks, armoured combat 
vehicles, artillery, combat helicopters, combat aircraft, reclassified combat-capable trainer 
aircraft, armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-
alikes or armoured vehicle launched bridges that have been notified as being held by one 
object of verification at a declared site are present within an area delineated on the site 
diagram as belonging exclusively to another object of verification, then the escort team 
shall ensure that the inspection team, as part of the same inspection, has access to such 
conventional armaments and equipment. 

15. If conventioanl armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty or armoured vehicle 
launched bridges are present wihtin areas of a declared site not delineated on the site 
diagram as belonging exclusively to one object of verification, the escort team shall inform 
the inspection team to which object of verification such conventional armaments and 
equipment belong.

16. Each State Party shall be oblited to account for the aggregate total of any category of 
conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty notified pursuant to Section 
III of the Protocol on Information Exchange, at the organisational level above 
brigade/regiment or equivalent, if such an accounting is requested by another State Party.

17. If, during an inspection at a declared site, the inspection team decides to conduct at 
the same declared site an inspection of an object of verification that had not been 
previously designated, the inspection team shall have the right to commence such 
inspection witin three hours of that designation. In such case, the inspection team shall be 
given a briefing on the object of verification designated for the next inspection in 
accordance with paragraphs 10 and 11 of this Section.

Section VIII
CHALLENGE INSPECTION WITHIN SPECIFIED AREAS

1. Each State Party shall have the right to conduct challenge inspections within specified 
areas in accordance with this Protocol.

2. If the inspecting State Party intends to conduct a challenge inspection witin a specified 
areas as the first inspection aftere arrival at a point of entry/exit:

(A) it shall include in its notificaiton pursuant to Section IV of this Protocol the designated 
point of entry/exit nearest to or within that specified area capable of receiving the 
inspecting State Party's chosen means of transportation; and



(B) at the number of hours after arrival at the point of entry/exit notified pursuant to Section 
IV, paragraph 2, subparagraph (E) of this Protocol, which shall be no less than one hour 
and no more than 16 hours after arrival at the point of entry/exit, the inspection team shall 
designate the first specified area it wishes to inspect. Whenever a specified area is 
designated, the inspection team shall, as part of its inspection request, provide to the 
escort team a geographic description delineating the outer boundaries of that area. The 
inspection team shall have the right, as part of that request, to identify any structure or 
facility it wishes to inspect. 

3. The Sate Party on whose territory a challenge inspection is requested shall, immediately 
upon receiving a designation of a specified area, inform other States Parties which utilise 
structures or premises by agreement with the inspected State Party of that specified area, 
including its geographic description delineating the outer boundaries.

4. The inspected State Party shall have the right to refuse challenge inspections witin 
specified areas.

5. The inspected State Party shall inform the inspection team within two hours after the 
designation of a specified area whether the inspection request will be granted.

6. If access to a specified area is granted:

(A) the inspected State Party shall have the right to use up to six hours after it accepts the 
inspection to prepare for the arrival of the inspection team at the specified area;

(B) the inspected State Party shall ensure that the inspection team travels to the first 
specified area by the most expeditious means available and arrives as soon as possible 
after the designation of the site to be inspected, but no later than nine hours from the time 
such an inspection is accepted, unless otherwise agreed between the inspection team and 
the escort team, or unless the inspection site is located in mountainous terrain or terrain to 
which access is difficult. In such case, the inspection team shall be transported to the 
inspection site no later than 15 hours after such an inspection is accepted. Travel time in 
excess of nine hours shall not count against that inspection team's in-country period; and

(C) the provisions of Section VI of this Protocol shall apply. Within such specified area the 
escort team may delay access to or overflight of particular parts of that specified area. If 
the delay exceeds more than four hours, the inspection team shall have the right to cancel 
the inspection. The period of delay shall not count against the in-country period or the 
maximum time allowed within a specified area.

7. If an inspection team requests access to a structure or premises which another State 
Party utilises by agreement with the inspected State Party, the inspected State Party shall 
immediately inform the inspection team that the other State Party, by agreement with the 
inspected State Party, shall, in cooperation with the inspected State Party and to the extent 
consistent with the agreement on utilisation, exercise the rights and obligations set forth in 
this Protocol with respect to inspections involving equipment or materiel of the State Party 
utilising the structure or premises. 

8. If the inspected State Party so wishes, the inspection team may be briefed on arrival at 
the specified rea. This briefing is to last no more than one hour. Safety procedures and 
administrative arrangements may also be covered in this briefing.



9. If access to a specified area is denied:

(A) the inspected State Party or the State Party exercising the rights and obligations of the 
inspected State Party shall provide all reasonable assurance that the specified area does 
not contain conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty. If such 
armaments and equipment are present and assigned to organisations designed and 
structured to perform in peacetime international security functions in the area defined in 
Article V of the Treaty, the inspected State Party or the State Party exercising the rights 
and obligations of the inspected State Party shall allow visual confirmation of their 
presence, unless precluded from so doing by force majeure, in which case visual 
confirmation shall be allowed as soon as practicable; and

(B) no inspection quota shall be counted, and the time between the designation of the 
specified area and its subsequent refusal shall not count against the in-country period. The 
inspection team shall have the right to designate another specifed area or declared site for 
inspection or to declare the inspection concluded.

Section X
INSPECTION OF CERTIFICATION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to inspect, without right of refusal, the certification 
of recategorised multi-purpose attack helicopters and reclassified combat-capable trainer 
aircraft in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the Protocol on Helicopter 
Recategorisation and the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification. Such inspections shall not 
count against the quotas established in Section II of this Protocol. Inspection teams 
conducting such inspections may be composed of representatives of different States 
Parties. The inspected State Party shall not be obliged to accept more than one inspection 
team at a time at each certification site.

2. In conducting an inspection of certification in accordance with this Section, an inspection 
team shall have the right to spend up to two days at a certification site, unless otherwise 
agreed.

3. No less than 15 days before the certification of recategorised multi-purpose attack 
helicopters or reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft, the State Party conducting the 
certification shall provide to all other States Parties notification of:

(A) the site at which the certification is to take place, including geographic coordinates;

(B) the scheduled dates of the certification process;

(C) the estimated number and type, model or version of helicopters or aircraft to be 
certified;

(D) the manufacturer's serial number for each helicopter or aircraft;

(E) the unit or location to which the helicopters or aircraft were previously assigned;

(F) the unit or location to which the certified helicopters or aircraft will be assigned in the 
future;



(G) the point of entry/exit to be used by an inspection team; and

(H) the date and time by which an inspection team shall arrive at the point of entry/exit in 
order to inspect the certification.

4. Inspectors shall have the right to enter and inspect visually the helicopter or aircraft 
cockpit and interior to include checking the manufacturer's serial number, without right of 
refusal on the part of the State Party conducting the certification.

5. If requested by the inspection team, the escort team shall remove, without right of 
refusal, any access panels covering the position from which components and wiring were 
removed in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol on Helicopter Recategorisation 
or the Protocol on Aircraft Reclassification.

6. Inspectors shall have the right to request and observe, with the right of refusal on the 
part of the State Party conducting the certification, the activation of any weapon system 
component in multi-purpose attack helicopters being certified or declared to have been 
recategorised.

7. At the conclusion of each inspection of certification, the inspection team shall complete 
an inspection report in accordance with the provisions of Section XII of this Protocol.

8. Upon completion of an inspection at a certification site, the inspection team shall have 
the right to depart the territory of the inspected State Party or to conduct a sequential 
inspection at another certification site or at a reduction site if the appropriate notification 
has been provided by the inspection team in accordance with Section IV, paragraph 3 of 
this Protocol. The inspection team shall notify the escort team of its intended departure 
from the certification site and, if appropriate, of its intention to proceed to another 
certification site or to a reduction site at least 24 hours before the intended departure time.

9. Within seven days after completion of the certification, the State Party responsible for 
the certification shall notify all other States Parties of the completion of the certification. 
Such notification shall specify the number, types, models or versions and manufacturer's 
serial numbers of certified helicopters or aircraft, the certification site involved, the actual 
dates of the certification, and the units or locations to which the recategorised helicopters 
or reclassified aircraft will be assigned.

Section X
INSPECTION OF REDUCTION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to conduct inspections, without the right of refusal 
by the inspected State Party, of the process of reduction carried out pursuant to Sections I 
to VIII and X to XII of the Protocol on Reduction in accordance with the provisions of this 
Section. Such inspections shall not count against the quotas established in Section II of 
this Protocol. Inspection teams conducting the inspections may be composed of 
representatives of different States Parties. The inspected State Party shall not be obliged 
to accept more than one inspection team at a time at each reduction site.

2. The inspected State Party shall have the right to organise and implement the process of 
reduction subject only to the provisions set forth in Article VIII of the Treaty and in the 
Protocol on Reduction. Inspections of the process of reduction shall be conducted in a 
manner that does not interfere with the ongoing activities at the reduction site or 
unnecessarily hamper, delay or complicate the implementation of the process of reduction.



3. If a reduction site notified pursuant to Section III of the Protocol on Information 
Exchange is used by more than one State Party, inspections of the reduction process shall 
be conducted in accordance with schedules of such use provided by each State Party 
using the reduction site.

4. Each State Party that intends to reduce conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty shall notify all other States Parties which conventional armaments and 
equipment are to be reduced at each reduction site during a calendar reporting period. 
Each such calendar reporting period shall have a duration of no more than 90 days and no 
less than 30 days. This provision shall apply whenever reduction is carried out at a 
reduction site, without regard to whether the reduction process is to be carried out on a 
continuous or intermittent basis.

5. No less than 15 days before the initiation of reduction for a calendar reporting period, 
the State Party intending to implement reduction procedures shall provide to all other 
Staates Parties the calendar reporting period notificaiton. Such notification shall include 
the designation of the reduction site with geographic coordinates, the scheduled date for 
iinitiation of reduction and the scheduled date for completion of the reduction of 
conventional armaments and equipment identified for reduction during the calendar 
reporting period. In addition, the notification shall identify:

(A) the estimated number and type of conventional armaments and equipment to be 
reduced;

(B) the object or objects of verification from which the items to be reduced have been 
withdrawn;

(C) the reduction procedures to be used, pursuant to Sections III to VIII and Sections X to 
XII of the Protocol on Reduction, for each type of conventional armaments and equipment 
to be reduced;

(D) the point of entry/exit to be used by an inspection team conducting an inspection of 
reduction notified for that calendar reporting period; and

(E) the date and tiime by which an inspection team must arrive at the point of entry/exit in 
order to inspect the conventional armaments and equipment before the initiation of their 
reduction.

6. Except as specified in paragraph 11 of this Section, an inspection team shall have the 
right to arrive at or depart from a reduction site at any time during the calendar reporting 
period, including three days beyond the end of a notified calendar reporting period. In 
addition, the inspection team shall have the right to remain at the reduction site throughout 
one or more calendar reporting periods provided that these periods are not separated by 
more than three days. Throughout the period that the inspection team remains at the 
reduction site, it shall have the right to observe all the reduction procedures carried out in 
accordance with the Protocol on Reduction.

7. In accordance with the provisions set forth in this Section, the inspection team shall 
have the right to freely record factory serial numbers from the conventional armaments 
and equipment to be reduced or to place special marks on such equipment before 
reduction and to record subsequently such numbers or marks at the completion of the 



reduction process. Parts and elements of reduced conventional armaments and equipment 
as specified in Section II, paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Protocol on Reduction or, in the case 
of conversion, the vehicles converted for non-military purposes shall be available for 
inspection for at least three days after the end of the notified calendar reporting period, 
unless inspection of those reduced elements has been completed earlier. 

8. The State Party engaged in the process of reducing conventional armaments and 
equipment limited by the Treaty shall establish at each reduction site a working register in 
which it shall record the factory serial numbers of each item undergoing reduction as well 
as the dates on which the reduction procedures were initiated and completed. This register 
shall also include aggregate data for each calendar reporting period. The register shall be 
made available to the inspection team for the period of inspection.

9. At the conclusion of each inspection of the reduction process, the inspection team shall 
complete a standardised report which shall be signed by the inspection team leader and a 
representative of the inspected State Party. The provisions of Section XII of this Protocol 
shall apply.

10. Upon completion of an inspection at a reduction site, the inspection team shall have 
the right to depart the territory of the inspected State Party or to conduct a sequential 
inspection at another reduction site or at a certification site if the appropriate notification 
has been provided in accordance with Section IV, paragraph 3 of this Protocol. The 
inspection team shall notify the escort team of its intended departure from the reduction 
site and, if appropriate, of its intention to proceed to another reduction site or to a 
certification site at least 24 hours before the intended departure time.

11. Each State Party shall be obliged to accept up to 10 inspections each year to validate 
the completion of conversion of conventional armaments and equipment into vehicles for 
non-military purposes pursuant to Section VIII of the Protocol on Reduction. Such 
inspections shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Section with the 
following exceptions:

(A) the notification pursuant to paragraph 5, subparagraph (E) of this Section shall identify 
only the date and time by which an inspection team must arrive at the point of entry/exit in 
order to inspect the items of equipment at the completion of their conversion into vehicles 
for non-military purposes; and

(B) the inspection team shall have the right to arrive at or depart from the reduction site 
only during the three days beyond the end of the notified completion date of conversion.

12. Within seven days after the completion of the process of reduction for a calendar 
reporting period, the State Party responsible for reductions shall notify all other States 
Parties of the completion of reduction for that period. Such notification shall specify the 
number and types of conventional armaments and equipment reduced, the reduction site 
involved, the reduction procedures employed and the actual dates of the initiation and 
completion of the reduction process for that calendar reporting period. For conventional 
armaments and equipment reduced pursuant to Sections X, XI and XII of the Protocol on 
Reduction, the notification shall also specify the location at which such conventional 
armaments and equipment will be permanently located. For conventional armaments and 
equipment reduced pursuant to Section VIII of the Protocol on Reduction, the notification 
shall specify the reduction site at which final conversion will be carried out or the storage 
site to which each item designated for conversion will be transferred. 



Section XI
CANCELLATION OF INSPECTIONS

1. If an inspection team finds itself unable to arrive at the point of entry/exit within six hours 
after the initial estimated time of arrival or after the new time of arrival communicated 
pursuant to Section IV, paragraph 6 of this Protocol, the inspecting State Party shall so 
inform the States Parties notified pursuant to Section IV, paragraph 1 of this Protocol. In 
such a case, the notification of intent to inspect shall lapse and the inspection shall be 
cancelled.

2. In the case of delay, due to circumstances beyond the control of the inspecting State 
Party, occurring after the inspection team has arrived at the point of entry/exit and which 
has prevented the inspection team from arriving at the first designated inspection site 
within the time specified in Section VII, paragraph 8 or Section VIII, paragraph 6, 
subparagraph (B) of this Protocol, the inspecting State Party shall have the right to cancel 
the inspection. If an inspection is cancelled under such circumstances, it shall not be 
counted against any quotas provided for in the Treaty.

Section XII
INSPECTION REPORTS

1. In order to complete an inspection carried out in accordance with Section VII, VIII, IX or 
X of this Protocol, and before leaving the inspection site:

(A) the inspection team shall provide the escort team with a written report; and

(B) the escort team shall have the right to include its written comments in the inspection 
report and shall countersign the report within one hour afer having received the report from 
the inspection team, unless an extension has been agreed between the inspection team 
and the escort team.

2. The report shall be signed by the inspection team leader and receipt acknowledged in 
writing by the leader of the escort team.

3. The report shall be factual and standardised. Formats for each type of inspection shall 
be agreed by the Joint Consultative Group prior to entry into force of the Treaty, taking into 
account paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Section.

4. Reports of inspections conducted pursuant to Sections VII and VIII of this Protocol shall 
include:

(A) the inspection site;

(B) the date and time of arrival of the inspection team at the inspection site;

(C) the date and time of departure of the inspection team from the inspection site; and

(D) the number and type, model or version of any battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
artillery, combat aircraft, combat helicopters, reclassified combat-capable trainer aircraft, 
armoured personnel carrier look-alikes, armoured infantry fighting vehicle look-alikes or 
armoured vehicle launched bridges that were observed during the inspection, including, if 
appropriate, an indication of the ogject of verification to which they belonged.



5. Reports of inspections conducted pursuant to Sections IX and X of this Protocol shall 
include:

(A) the reduction or certification site at which the reduction or certification procedures were 
carried out;

(B) the dates the inspection team was present at the site;

(C) the number and type, model or version of conventional armaments and equipment for 
which the reduction or certification procedures were observed;

(D) list of any serial numbers recorded during the inspections;

(E) in the case of reductions, the particular reduction procedures applied or observed; and

(F) in the case of reductions, if an inspection team was present at the reduction site 
throughout the calendar reporting period, the actual dates on which the reduction 
procedures were initiated and completed.

6. The inspection report shall be written in the official language of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe designated by the inspecting State Party in 
accordance with Section IV, paragraph 2, subparagraph (G) or paragraph 3, subparagraph 
(F) of this Protocol.

7. The inspecting State Party and the inspected State Party shall each retain one copy of 
the report. At the discretion of either State Party, the inspection report may be forwarded to 
the States Parties and, as a rule, made available to the Joint Consultative Group. 

8. The stationing State Party shall in particular:

(A) have the right to include written comments related to the inspection of its stationed 
conventional armed forces; and

(B) retain one copy of the inspection report in the case of inspection of its stationed 
conventional armed forces.

Section XIII
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF INSPECTORS AND

TRANSPORT CREW MEMBERS

1. To exercise their functions effectively, for the purpose of implementing the Treaty and 
not for their personal benefit, inspectors and transport crew members shall be accorded 
the privileges and immunities enjoyed by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 29; Article 
30, paragraph 2; Article 31, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3; Articles 34 and 35 of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18, 1961.

2. In addition, inspectors and transport crew members shall be accorded the privileges 
enjoyed by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 36, paragraph 1, subparagraph (b) of the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18, 1961. They shall not be permitted 
to bring into the territory of the State Party where the inspection is to be carried out articles 
the import or export of which is prohibited by law or controlled by quarantine regulations of 
that State Party.



3. The transportation means of the inspection team shall be inviolable, except as otherwise 
provided for in the Treaty.

4. The inspecting State Party may waive the immunity from jurisdiction of any of its 
inspectors or transport crew members in those cases when it is of the opinion that 
immunity would impede the course of justice and that it can be waived without prejudice to 
the implementation of the provisions of the Treaty. The immunity of inspectors and 
transport crew members who are not nationals of the inspecting State Party may be 
waived only by the States Parties of which those inspectors are nationals. Waiver must 
always be express.

5. The privileges and immunities provided for in this Section shall be accorded to 
inspectors and transport crew members:

(A) while transiting through the territory of any State Party for the purpose of conducting an 
inspection on the territory of another State Party;

(B) throughout their presence on the territory of the State Party where the inspection is 
carried out; and

(C) thereafter with respect to acts previously performed in the exercise of official functions 
as an inspector or transport crew member.

6. If the inspected State Party considers that an inspector or transport crew member has 
abused his or her privileges and immunities, then the provisions set forth in Section VI, 
paragraph 6 of this Protocol shall apply. At the request of any of the States Parties 
concerned, consultations shall be held between them in order to prevent a repetition of 
such an abuse.

Protocol on the Joint Consultative Group

The States Parties hereby agree upon procedures and other provisions relating to the 
Joint Consultative Group established by Article XVI of the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty.

1. The Joint Consultative Group shall be composed of representatives designated by each 
State Party. Alternates, advisers and experts of a State Party may take part in the 
proceedings of the Joint Consultative Group as deemed necessary by that State Party.

2. The first session of the Joint Consultative Group shall open no later than 60 days after 
the signing of the Treaty. The Chairman of the opening meeting shall be the representative 
of the Kingdom of Norway.

3. The Joint Consultative Group shall meet for regular sessions to be held two times per 
year.

4. Additional sessions shall be convened at the request of one or more States Parties by 
the Chairman of the Joint Consultative Group, who shall promptly inform all other States 
Parties of the request. Such sessions shall open no later than 15 days after receipt of such 
a request by the Chairman.

5. Sessions of the Joint Consultative Group shall last no longer than four weeks, unless it 



decides otherwise.

6. States Parties shall assume in rotation, determined by alphabetical order in the French 
language, the Chairmanship of the Joint Consultative Group.

7. The Joint Consultative Group shall meet in Vienna, unless it decides otherwise.

8. Representatives at meetings shall be seated in alphabetical order of the States Parties 
in the French language.

9. The official languages of the Joint Consultative Group shall be English, French, 
German, Italian, Russian and Spanish.

10. The proceedings of the Joint Consultative Group shall be confidential, unless it decides 
otherwise.

11. The scale of distribution for the common expenses associated with the operation of the 
Joint Consultative Group shall be aplied, unless otherwise decided by the Joint 
Consultative Group, as follows:

10.35% for the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Italian Republic, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the United States of
America;

6.50% for Canada;

5.20% for the Kingdom of Spain;

4.00% for the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of 
Poland;

2.34% for the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Republic 
of Hungary and
the Kingdom of Norway;

0.88% for the Hellenic Republic, Romania and the Republic of Turkey;

0.68% for the Republic of Bulgaria, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Portuguese 
Republic; and

0.16% for the Republic of Iceland.

12. During the period that this Protocol is aplied provisionally in accordance with the 
Protocol on Provisional Application, the Joint Consultative Group shall:

(A) work out or revise, as necessary, rules of procedure, working methods, the scale of 
distribution of expenses of the Joint Consultative Group and of conferences, and the 
distribution of the costs of inspections between or among States Parties, in accordance 
with Article XVI, paragraph 2, subparagraph (F) of the Treaty; and



(B) consider, upon the request of any State Party, issues relating to the provisions of the 
Treaty that are applied provisionally.

Protocol on the Provisional Application of Certain Provisions of the 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe

To promote the implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of 
November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty, the State Parties hereby agree 
to the provisional application of certain provisions of the Treaty.

1. Without detriment to the provisions of Article XXII of the Treaty, the States Parties shall 
apply provisionaly the following provisions of the Treaty:

(A) Article VII, paragraphs 2, 3 and 4;
(B) Article VIII, paragraphs 5, 6 and 8;
(C) Article IX;
(D) Article XIII;
(E) Article XVI, paragraphs 1, 2 (F), 2 (G), 4, 6 and 7;
(F) Article XVII;
(G) Article XVIII;
(H) Article XXI, paragraph 2;
(I) Protocol on Existing Types, Sections III and IV;
(J) Protocol on Information Exchange, Sections VII, XII and XIII;
(K) Protocol on Inspection, Section II, paragraph 24, subparagraph (A) and Section III, 
paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12;
(L) Protocol on the Joint Consultative Group; and
(M) Protocol on Reduction, Section IX.

2. The States Parties shall apply provisionally the provisions listed in paragraph 1 of this 
Protocol in the light of and in conformity with the other provisions of the Treaty.

3. This Protocol shall enter into force at the signature of the Treaty. It shall remain in force 
for 12 months, but shall terminate earlier if:

(A) the Treaty enters into force before the period of 12 months expires; or
(B) a State Party notifies all other States Parties that it does not intend to become a party 
to the Treaty;
The period of application of this Protocol may be extended if all the States Parties so 
decide.

Done At Paris, this nineteenth day of November, one thousand nine hundred and ninety.

Documents pertaining to the Treaty

Declaration of the States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe 

with respect to Land-based Naval Aircraft,
Paris, 19 November 1990

To promote the implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, the 
States Parties to the Treaty undertake the following political commitments outside the 
framework of the Treaty.



1. No one State will have in the area of application of the Treaty more than 400 
permanently land-based combat naval aircraft. It is understood that this commitment 
applies to combat aircraft armed and equipped to engage surface or air targets and 
excludes types designed as maritime patrol aircraft.

2. The aggregate number of such permanently land-based combat naval aircraft held by 
either of the two groups of States defined under the terms of the Treaty will not exceed 
430.

3. No one State will hold in its naval forces within the area of application any permanently 
land-based attack helicopters.

4. The limitations provided for in this Declaration will apply beginning 40 months after entry 
into force of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe.

5. This Declaratoin will become effective as of entry into force of the Treaty on 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe.

Statement by the Chairman of the Joint Consultative Group,
18 October 1991

"1. I hereby record that:

"(a) The States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of 19 
November 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty, acknowledge that in view of the 
sovereignty of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the area of application defined in Article II of 
the Treaty does not include the territories of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

"(b) I have today received a statement from the Representative of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics as follows:

" 'In order to fulfill the legally-binding obligations of the Treaty on 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe and of the agreements entered into by 
the States Parties on 14 June 1991, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
shall treat all its conventional armaments and equipment in the categories 
defined in Article II of the Treaty present, on or after 19 November 1990, on 
the territories of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania as subject to all provisions of 
the Treaty and associated documents. In particular, conventional armaments 
and equipment in the categories limited by the Treaty shall be notified as part 
of Soviet holdings and shall count towards the Soviet reduction liability. This 
statement shall be legally binding and shall have the same duration as the 
Treaty.'

"(c) I have also received statements from the representatives of the Kingdom of Belgium, 
the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, the Kingdom of 
Denmark, the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic Republic, 
the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the Italian Republic, the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of 
Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America 
that, in accordance with the legally-binding statement made by the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, all Soviet conventional armaments and equipment in the categories 
defined in Article II of the Treaty present, on or after 19 November 1990, on the territories 



of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania shall be treated as subject to all provisions of the Treaty, 
its associated documents and the legally-binding commitment entered into by the Union of 
Soviet Socalist Republics on 14 June 1991. In particular, conventional armaments and 
equipment in the categories limited by the Treaty shall be notified as part of Soviet 
holdings and shall count towards the Soviet reduction liability. 

"(d) The States Parties acknowledge that arrangements for inspection of the above-
mentioned conventional armaments and equipment on the territories of Estonia, Latvia an 
dLithuania will require the consent and cooperation of those States.

"2. This Chairman's statement, recording the above legally binding agreement among the 
States parties, which will not be considered a precedent, will be recorded in the Journal, 
transmitted to the Depositary and deposited together with the instruments of ratification."

Final Document of the Extraordinary Conference of the States Parties to the CFE 
Treaty, 

Oslo, 5 June 1992*

The Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Belarus, the 
Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French Republic, the Republic of Georgia, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the 
Republic of Iceland, the Italian Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of 
Norway, the Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Russian 
Federation, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, which are the States 
parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, 
hereinafter referred to as the States Parties,

Reaffirming their determination to bring into force the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty, by the time 
of the Helsinki Summit Meeting of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
on July 9-10, 1992.

Desiring to meet the objectives and requirements of the Treaty while responding to the 
historic changes which have occurred in Europe since the Treaty was signed,

Recalling in this context the undertaking in paragraph 4 of the Joint Declaration of Twenty-
Two States signed in Paris on November 19, 1990, to maintain only such military 
capabilities as are necessary to prevent war and provide for effective defence and to bear 
in mind the relationship between military capabilities and doctrines, and confirming their 
commitment to that undertaking,

Having met together at an Extraordinary Conference chaired by the Kingdom of Spain in 
Oslo on June 5, 1992, pursuant to Article XXI, paragraph 2, of the Treaty, as provisionally 
applied,

___________
* Document issued at the Extraordinary Conference, 5 June 1992, Oslo. Text obtained 
from the Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 



Have agreed as follows: 

1. The understandings, notifications, confirmations and commitments contained or referred 
to in this Final Document and its Annexes A and B, together with the deposit of instruments 
of ratification by all the States Parties, shall be deemed as fulfilling the requirements for 
entry into force of the Treaty in accordance with its provisions. Accordingly, the Treaty shall 
enter into force 10 days after the last such instrument has been deposited.

2. In this context, the States Parties note the Agreement of May 15, 1992, on the Principles 
and Procedures of Implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, 
the four Protocols to that Agreement and the Joint Declaration of May 15, 1992, in relation 
to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, as transmitted on June 1, 1992, by 
that Agreement's Depositary to all States Parties to the Treaty. In this regard, Articles 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, and 12 of that Agreement, the four Protocols to that Agreement, and the 
Joint Declaration of May 15, 1992, in relation to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces 
in Europe contain necessary confirmations and information.

3. The States Parties confirm the understandings as elaborated in the Joint Consultative 
Group, and specified in Annex A of this Final Document.

4. The States Parties confirm all decisions and recommendations adopted by the Joint 
Consultative Group.

5. This Final Document in no way alters the rights and obligations of the States Parties as 
set forth in the Treaty and its associated documents.

6. This final document shall enter into force upon signature by all of the States Parties.

7. This final document, together with its Annexes A and B, which are integral to it, in all the 
official languages of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, shall be 
deposited with the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as the designated 
Depositary for the Treaty, which shall circulate copies of this Final Document to all the 
States Parties.

Annex A
Understandings

1. The first paragraph of the Preamble of the Treaty shall be understood to read:
"the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
Republic of Belarus, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, the 
Kingdom of Denmark, the French Republic, the Republic of 
Georgia, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic 
Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the 
Italian Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg, the Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of Poland, 
the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Russian Federation, the 
Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, the United 
States of America, hereinafter referred to as the States 
Parties,".



2. The second paragraph of the Preamble of the Treaty shall be understood to read:

"Guided by the Mandate for Negotiation on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of 
January 10, 1989,".

The third paragraph of the Preamble of the Treaty shall be understood to read:
"Guided by the objectives and the purposes of the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe, within the framework of 
which the negotiation of this Treaty was conducted in Vienna 
beginning on March 9, 1989,".

3. With regard to the ninth paragraph of the Preamble of the Treaty, it is noted that the 
Treaty of Warsaw of 1955 is no longer in force, and that some of the States Parties in the 
first group specified in paragraph 4 of this Annex did not sign or accede to that Treaty.

4. The "groups of States Parties" referred to in paragraph 1(a) of Article II of the Treaty 
shall be understood to consist of:

"the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic, the Republic of Georgia, the Republic 
of Hungary, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic of 
Moldova, the Republic of Poland, Romania, the Russian 
Federation, and Ukraine,"

and

"the Kingdom of Belgium, Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark, 
the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Iceland, the Italian Republic, 
the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Portuguese Republic, 
the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United 
States of America.".

5. The first two sentences of paragraph 1(b) of Article II of the Treaty shall be understood 
to read:

"the term 'area of application' means the entire land territory of 
the States parties in Europe from the Atlantic Ocean to the Ural 
Mountains, which includes all the European island territories of 
the States Parties, including the Faroe Islands of the Kingdom 
of Denmark, Svalbard including Bear Island of the Kingdom of 
Norway, the Islands of Azores and Madeira of the Portuguese 
Republic, the Canary Islands of the Kingdom of Spain and 
Franz Josef Land and Novaya Zemlya of the Russian 
Federation. In the case of the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the area of application includes all 
territory lying west of the Ural River and the Caspian Sea.".



6. In Article IV of the Treaty, in accordance with the map provided by the former Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics at signature of the Treaty:

--the second sentence of the second part of paragraph 1 shall be understood to read:
"such designated permanent storage sites may also be located 
in the Republic of Moldova, that part of Ukraine comprising the 
portion of the former Odessa Military District on its territory, and 
that part of the territory of the Russian Federation comprising 
the southern part of the Leningrad Military District."

--the first sentence of paragraph 2 shall be understood to read:
"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, 
which includes all the European island territories, of the 
Republic of Belarus, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark including the 
Faroe islands, the French Republic, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian Republic, that 
part of the Republic of Kazakhstan within the area of 
application, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, the Republic of Poland, the Portuguese 
Republic including the islands of Azores and Madeira, that part 
of the Russian Federation comprising the portion of the former 
Baltic Military District on its territory, the Moscow Military District 
and the portion of the Volga-Ural Military District on its territory 
west of the Ural Mountains, the Kingdom of Spain including the 
Canary Islands, that part of the territory of Ukraine comprising 
the former Carpathian and former Kiev Military Districts and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, each 
State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after 
entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of 
States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate numbers do 
not exceed:"

--the first sentence of paragraph 3 shall be understood to read:
"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, 
which includes all the European island territories, of the 
Republic of Belarus, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark including the 
Faroe Islands, the French Republic, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian Republic, the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
the Republic of Poland, that part of the Russian Federation 
comprising the portion of the former Baltic Military District on its 
territory, that part of the territory of Ukraine comprising the 
former Carpathian and former Kiev Military Districts and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, each 
State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after 
entry into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of 



States Parties to which it belongs the aggregate numbers of 
active units do not exceed:

--the first sentence in paragraph 3(d) shall be understood to read:
"in that part of Ukraine comprising the former Kiev military 
district, the aggregate numbers in active units and designated 
permanent storage sites together shall not exceed:".

7. The first sentence of paragraph 1(a) of Article V of the Treaty shall be understood, in 
accordance with the map provided by the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at 
signature of the Treaty, to read:

"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, 
which includes all the European island territories, of the 
Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of 
Bulgaria, the Republic of Georgia, the Hellenic Republic, the 
Republic of Iceland, the Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of 
Norway, Romania, that part of the Russian Federation 
comprising the Leningrad and North Caucasus Military Districts, 
the part of the Republic of Turkey within the area of application 
and that part of Ukraine comprising the portion of the former 
Odessa Military District on its territory, each State Party shall 
limit and, as necesary, reduce its battle tanks, armoured combat 
vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of 
this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties to 
which it belongs the aggregate numbers in active units do not 
exceed the difference between the overall numerical limitations 
set forth in Article IV, paragraph 1, and those in Article IV, 
paragraph 2, that is:".

8. Paragraph 3 of Section I of the Protocol Governing the Categorisation of Combat 
Helicopters and Recategorisation of Multi-Purpose Attack Helicopters shall be understood 
to read:

"Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 2 of this Section 
and as a unique exception to that paragraph, the Republic of 
Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Belarus, 
the Republic of Georgia, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation and Ukraine may 
hold an aggregate total not to exceed 100 MI-24R and MI-24K 
helicopters equipped for reconnaissance, spotting, or chemical/
biological/radiological sampling which shall not be subject to the 
limitations on attack helicopters in Articles IV and VI of the 
Treaty. Such helicopters shall be subject to exchange of 
information in accordance with the Protocol on Information 
Exchange and to internal inspection in accordance with Section 
VI, paragraph 30 of the Protocol on Inspection. MI-24R and 
MI-24K helicopters in excess of this limit shall be categorised as 
specialised attack helicopters regardless of how they are 
equipped and shall count against the limitations on attack 
helicopters in Articles IV and VI of the Treaty.".

9. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Protocol on the Joint Consultative Group, the 
proportion of the expenses of the Joint Consultative Group allocated to the Union of Soviet 



Socialist Republics shall become the collective responsibility of the Republic of Armenia, 
the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of Georgia, the Republic 
of Kazakhstan, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation and Ukraine.

Annex B
Notification, Confirmation and Commitments

I. Notifications

1. The States Parties note that each State Party has provided to all other States Parties 
notifications of maximum levels for its holdings of conventional armaments and equipment 
limited by the Treaty (Article VII, paragraph 2) in advance of the Extraordinary Conference.

2. Each State Party shall provide the following notifications and information, where 
applicable, to all other States Parties no later than July 1, 1992:

(a) in view of the inspection requirements in the Treaty, information on its objects of 
verification and declared sites effective as of November 19, 1990 (Protocol on Notification 
and Exchange of Information, Section V and Annex on the Format for the Exchange of 
Information, Section V);

(b) list of its points of entry/exit (Annex on Format for the Exchange of Information, Section 
V, paragraph 3);

(c) notification of changes to its points of entry/exit (Protocol on Inspection, Section III, 
paragraph 11);

(d) lists of its proposed inspectors and transport crew members (Protocol on Inspection, 
Section III, paragraph 3);

(e) notification of deletions from the lists of inspectors and transport crew members 
(Protocol on Inspection, Section III, paragraphs 4 and 7);

(f) notification of its standing diplomatic clearance numbers for transportation means 
(Protocol on Inspection, Section III, paragraph 9);

(g) notification of the official language or languages to be used by inspection teams 
(Protocol on Inspection, Section III, paragraph 12);

(h) notification of its active inspection quota for the baseline validation period (Protocol on 
Inspection, Section II, paragraph 24);

(i) notification of entry into service of new types, models or versions of conventional 
armaments and equipment subject to the Treaty (Protocol on Existing Types, Section IV, 
paragraph 3);

(j) notification in the event of destruction by accident, and documentary evidence 
supporting destruction by accident, of conventional armaments and equipment limited by 
the Treaty (Protocol on Reduction, Section IX, paragraphs 2 and 3).

II. Confirmations

1. With regard to Article VIII, paragraph 7, of the Treaty, the States Parties confirm that, 



except as otherwise provided for in the Treaty, their respective reduction liabilities in each 
category shall be no less than the difference between their respective holdings notified, in 
accordance with the Protocol on Information Exchange, as of the signature of the Treaty, 
and their respective maximum levels for holdings notified pursuant to Article VII. In this 
regard, for those States Parties that have jointly confirmed the validity for them of holdings 
as of the signature of the Treaty, the sum of their reduction liabilities in each category shall, 
except as otherwise provided for in the Treaty, be no less than the difference between the 
jointly confirmed holdings and the sum of their maximum levels for holdings notified 
pursuant to Article VII.

2. The States Parties confirm their commitment, in the Declaration of the States Parties to 
the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe with Respect to Personnel Strength of 
November 19, 1990, not to increase during the period of the negotiations referred to in 
Article XVIII of the Treaty the total peacetime authorised personnel strength of their 
conventional armed forces pursuant to the Mandate in the area of application.

3. The States Parties confirm their commitment to the Declaration of the States Parties to 
the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe with Respect to Land-Based Naval 
Aircraft of November 19, 1990.

4. The States Parties confirm their adherence to the agreement set out in the Statement by 
the Chairman of the Joint Consultative Group on October 18, 1991.

III. Commitments

A. Costs

1. In accordance with Article XVI, paragraph 2(f), of the Treaty, and with reference to 
paragraph 11 of the Protocol on the Joint Consultative Group, the Joint Consultative Group 
shall review its scale of distribution of expenses after entry into force of the Treaty in the 
light of decisions taken on the scale of distribution of expenses of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.

B. Article XII

1. In order to meet the security interests of all States Parties in light of new circumstances 
in Europe, the States Parties shall as a first priority seek to reach agreement, immediately 
after entry into force of the Treaty, on Article XII, paragraph 1, of the Treaty.

2. In this context, the States Parties will cooperate to respect the security objectives of 
Article XII within the area of application of the Treaty. In particular, no State Party will 
increase, within the area of application, its holdings of armoured infantry fighting vehicles 
held by organizations designed and structured to perform in peacetime internal security 
functions above that aggregate number held by such organizations at the time of signature 
of the Treaty, as notified pursuant to the information exchange effective as of November 
19, 1990.

3. Notwithstanding the political commitment set forth in paragraph 2 above, any State 
Party that had an aggregate number of armoured infantry fighting vehicles held by 
organizations designed and structured to perform in peacetime internal security functions 
on its territory, as notified effective as of November 19, 1990, that was less than five 
percent of its maximum levels for holdings for armoured combat vehicles, as notified 
pursuant to Article VII, paragraph 2, of the Treaty, or less than 100 such armoured infantry 
fighting vehicles, whichever is greater, will have the right to increase its holdings of such 



armoured infantry fighting vehicles to an aggregate number not to exceed five percent of 
its maximum levels for holdings for armoured combat vehicles, as notified pursuant to 
Article VII, paragraph 2, of the Treaty, or to an aggregate number not to exceed 100, 
whichever is greater.

Documents of the Joint Extraordinary Conference of the 
States Parties to the CFE Treaty

Vienna, February 5, 1993

1. Upon the request of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, a joint Extraordinary 
Conference was convened in Vienna on February 5, 1993, pursuant to Article XXI, 
paragraph 2, of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 
1990 and Section VII, paragraph 4, of the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel 
Strength of Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of July 10, 1992.

2. At the joint Extraordinary Conference:
(a) The States Parties agreed on the Document of the States 
Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
and its Annexes, as attached to this document; and

(b) The participating States adopted the Document of the 
participating States of the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on 
Personnel Strength of Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
and its Annex, as attached to this document.

3. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands will circulate this document, 
together with the attached Documents and their Annexes, in all the official languages of 
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, to all States Parties of the Treaty 
and participating States of the Concluding Act.

Document of the States Parties to the 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe

The Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Belarus, the 
Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom 
of Denmark, the French Republic, the Republic of Georgia, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the 
Italian Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the 
Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the 
Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Russian Federation, the 
Slovak Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, which are 
the States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 
1990, hereinafter referred to as the States Parties,

Committed to meeting the objectives and requirements of the Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty, while 
responding to the historic changes which occurred in Europe since the Treaty was signed,

Recalling in this context the undertaking in paragraph 4 of the Joint Declaration of Twenty-
Two States signed in Paris on November 19, 1990, to maintain only such military 
capabilities as are necesary to prevent war and provide for effective defence and to bear in 



mind the relationship between military capabilities and doctrines, and confirming their 
commitment to that undertaking, 

Having met together at a joint Extraordinary Conference chaired by the Hellenic Republic 
in Vienna on February 5, 1993, pursuant to Article XXI, paragraph 2, of the Treaty and 
Section VII, paragraph 4, of the Concluding Act,

Have agreed as follows:

1. The understandings, notifications, confirmations and commitments contained or referred 
to in this Document and its Annexes shall be deemed as fufilling the requirements 
necessary in order for the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic fully to exercise the 
rights and fulfill the obligations as set forth in the Treaty and its associated documents.

2. In this context, the States Parties note the Agreement Between the Government of the 
Czech Republic and the Government of the Slovak Republic, of January 12, 1993, on the 
Principles and Procedures for Implementing the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe and the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel Strength of Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe and the Protocols to that Agreement, as transmitted on January 
20, 1993 by the Czech Republic to all States Parties to the Treaty. In this regard, Articles I, 
II (paragraph 2), III (paragraphs 1-3) and Articles IV-VII of that Agreement, the Protocol on 
Maximum Levels for Holdings of Conventional Armaments and Equipment Limited by the 
Treaty of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, the Protocol concerning Armoured 
Vehicle Launched Bridges in Active Units, the Protocol on Conventional Armaments and 
Equipment Limited by the Treaty Designated for Conversion for Non-Military Purposes, 
and the Protocol on Active and Passive Declared Site Inspect
ion Quotas for the First Phase of the Reduction Period to that Agreement, and paragraphs 
2 and 3 of the Protocol on the Reduction Liability to that Agreement contain necessary 
confirmations, information, and commitments.

3. The States Parties note the notifications by the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic 
listed in the Annex to this Document on Notifications Related to the Treaty.

4. The States Parties confirm the understandings specified in the Annex to this Document 
on Understandings Related to the Treaty.

5. The States Parties confirm all decisions and recommendations adopted by the Joint 
Consultative Group related to the Treaty.

6. This Document in no way alters the rights and obligations of the States Parties as set 
forth in the Treaty and its associated documents.

7. This Document shall enter into force upon signature by all the States Parties.

8. This Document, together with its Annexes, which are integral to it, in all the official 
languages of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, shall be deposited 
with the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as the designated Depositary for 
the Treaty, which shall circulate true copies of this Document to all the States Parties.

Annex on Notifications Related to the Treaty

A. The States Parties note the following notifications from the Czech Republic as 



transmitted on January 29, 1993:

1. Maximum level for holdings of conventional armament and equipment limited by the 
Treaty;

2. Reduction liability in the categories of conventional armament and equipment limited by 
the Treaty;

3. Number of battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles designated for conversion for 
non-military purposes;

4. List of the points of entry/exit;

5. Lists of inspectors and transport crew members;

6. Diplomatic clearance number;

7. Official languages;

8. Passive inspection quota for the first year of reduction period;

9. Active inspection quota for the first year of reduction period (revised February 1, 1993);

10. Counting of the aircraft destructed by accident;

11. Armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty and retained outside the territory of 
the Czech Republic (revised February 1, 1993);

12. List of reduction sites of the Czech Republic;

13. Aggregate number of armament and equipment limited by the Treaty used exclusively 
for purpose of research and development;

14. Number of armament and equipment limited by the Treaty awaiting export/re-export; 
and

15. Number and types of conventional armament and equipment removed from service 
and reduced during previous 12 months.

The States Parties also note that, by its Note Verbale of January 29, 1993, the Czech 
Republic informed "all Delegations to the Joint Consultative Group that the data of Ministry 
of Defence, General Staff, Military Command West, Military Command Middle and of all 
the formations and units subordinated to them contained in the Exchange of Information 
submitted by the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic on December 15, 1992 are valid for 
Armed Forces of the Czech Republic until superseded by a subsequent exchange of 
information of the Czech Republic."

B. The States Parties note the following notifications from the Slovak Republic as 
transmitted on January 29, 1993 (1-11) and February 4, 1993 (12 and 13):

1. Maximum levels for holdings of conventional armaments and equipment and numbers of 
national personnel limits limited by the Treaty (revised February 2, 1993);



2. Reduction liability in the categories of conventional armaments and equipment limited 
by the Treaty (revised February 2, 1993);

3. Number of battle tanks and armoured combat vehicles designated for conversion for 
non-military purposes;

4. List of the points of entry/exit into and out of the territory of the Slovak Republic (revised 
February 2, 1993); 

5. List of inspectors;

6. Standing diplomatic clearance number;

7. Official languages;

8. Passive inspection quota for the first year of reduction period;

9. Active inspection quota for the first year of reduction period (revised February 2, 1993);

10. Numbers of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty awaiting 
export/re-export and retained outside the territory of the Slovak Republic (revised February 
2, 1993);

11. Numbers and types of conventional armaments and equipment removed from service 
and reduced during previous 12 months;

12. Aggregate number of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty 
used exclusively for the purpose of research and development; and 

13. Numbers of conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty and retained 
outside the teritory of the Slovak Republic.

The States Parties also note that, by its Note Verbale of January 29, 1993, the Slovak 
Republic informed "all Delegations to the Joint Consultative Group that the data of Military 
Command East and of all formations and units subordinated to it contained in the 
Exchange of Information submitted by the Czech and Slovak Republic on December 15, 
1992 are valid for Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic until next exchange of information 
of the Slovak Republic in March 1993."

Annex on Understandings Related to the Treaty

1. The first paragraph of the Preamble of the Treaty shall be understood to read:
"the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of 
Belarus, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, 
the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the French Republic, 
the Republic of Georgia, the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, 
the Italian Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, the Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the 



Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the Republic of Poland, the 
Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Russian Federation, the Slovak 
Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United 
States of America, hereinafter referred to as the States Parties,".

2. The "groups of States Parties" referred to in paragraph 1(A) of Article II of the Treaty 
shall be understood to consist of:

"the Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of 
Belarus, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, the Republic of 
Georgia, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the 
Republic of Moldova, the Republic of Poland, Romania, the Russian 
Federation, the Slovak Republic, and Ukraine,"

and
"the Kingdom of Belgium, Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark, the 
French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic 
Republic, the Republic of Iceland, the Italian Republic, the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom 
of Norway, the Portuguese Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the 
Republic of Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the United States of America."

3. In Article IV of the Treaty:

-the first sentence of paragraph 2 shall be understood to read:
"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which 
includes all the European island territories, of the Republic of Belarus, 
the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of 
Denmark, including the Faroe Islands, the French Republic, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian 
Republic, that part of the area of the Republic of Kazakhstan within the 
area of application, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, the Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic 
including the islands of Azores and Madeira, that part of the Russian 
Federation comprising the portion of the former Baltic Military District 
on its territory, the Moscow Military District and the portion of the 
Volga-Ural Military District on its territory west of the Ural Mountains, 
the Slovak Republic, the Kingdom of Spain including the Canary 
Islands, that part of the territory of Ukraine comprising the former 
Carpathian and former Kiev Military Districts and the United Kin
gdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, each State Party shall limit 
and, as necesary, reduce its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles 
and artillery so that, 40 months after entry into force of this Treaty and 
thereafter, for the group of States Parties to which it belongs the 
aggregate numbers do not exceed:"

-the first sentence of paragraph 3 shall be understood to read:
"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which 
includes all the European island territories, of the Republic of Belarus, 
the Kingdom of Belgium, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of 
Denmark, including the Faroe Islands, the French Republic, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Hungary, the Italian 



Republic, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, the Republic of Poland, that part of the Russian 
Federation comprising the portion of the former Baltic Military District 
on its territory, the Slovak Republic, that part of the territory of Ukraine 
comprising the former Carpathian and former Kiev Military Districts 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, each 
State Party shall limit and, as necessary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after entry 
into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties 
to which it belongs the aggregate numbers in active units do not 
exceed:"

-the first sentence of paragraph 4 shall be understood to read:

"within the area consisting of the entire land territory in Europe, which 
includes all the European island territories, of the Kingdom of Belgium, 
the Czech Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of 
Hungary, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, the Republic of Poland and the Slovak Republic, each 
State Party shall limit and, as necesary, reduce its battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles and artillery so that, 40 months after entry 
into force of this Treaty and thereafter, for the group of States Parties 
to which it belongs the aggregate numbers in active units do not 
exceed:"

4. In paragraph 11 of the Protocol on the Joint Consultataive Group, and without prejudice 
to any review by the Joint Consultative Group of its scale of distribution of expenses in 
accordance with paragraph 2(F) of Article XVI of the Treaty, the term "2.34% for the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic" shall be understood to read "1.56% for the Czech Republic" 
and "0.78% for the Slovak Republic."

*
* *

Document of the Participating States of the Concluding Act
of the Negotiation on Personnel Strength of 

Conventional Armed Forces in Europe

The Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Belarus, the 
Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom 
of Denmark, the French Republic, the Republic of Georgia, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Iceland, the 
Italian Republic, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the 
Republic of Moldova, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Kingdom of Norway, the 
Republic of Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Russian Federation, the 
Slovak Republic, the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, which are 
participating States of the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel Strength of 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of July 10, 1992, hereinafter referred to as the 
participating States.

Committed to implementing fully the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel 
Strength of Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of July 10, 1992, hereinafter referred to 



as the Concluding Act, while responding to the historic changes which have occurred in 
Europe since the Concluding Act was signed,

Recalling in this context the undertaking in paragraph 4 of the Joint Declaration of Twenty-
Two States signed in Paris on November 19, 1990, to maintain only such military 
capabilities as are necessary to prevent war and provide for effective defence and to bear 
in mind the relationship between military capabilities and doctrines, and confirming their 
commitment to that undertaking,

Having met together at a joint Extraordinary Conference chaired by the Hellenic Republic 
in Vienna on February 5, 1993, pursuant to Article XXI, paragraph 2 of the Treaty and 
Section VII, paragraph 4, of the Concluding Act,

Have adopted the following:

1. The understandings, notifications, confirmations and commitments contained or referred 
to in this Document and in its Annex fulfill the requirements necessary in order for the 
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic fully to implement the measures in the 
Concluding Act.

2. In this context, the participating States note the Agreement Between the Government of 
the Czech Republic and the Government of the Slovak Republic, of January 12, 1993 on 
the Principles and Procedures for Implementing the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces 
in Europe and the Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel Strength of 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, as transmitted on January 20, 1993 by the Czech 
Republic to all participating States. In this regard, Article II (paragraph 3) of that Agreement 
and the Protocol on National Personnel Limits to that Agreement contain necessary 
confirmations, information, and commitments.

3. The participating States confirm the understandings specified in the Annex to this 
Document.

4. The participating States confirm all decisions and recommendations adopted by the 
Joint Consultative Group related to the Concluding Act.

5. This Document in no way alters the measures adopted by the participating States in the 
Concluding Act.

6. The measures adopted in this Document are politically binding. Accordingly, this 
document is not eligible for registration under Article 102 of the Charter of the United 
Nations. This Document will come into effect simultaneously with the entry into force of the 
Document of the States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
agreed by the States Parties at the joint Extraordinary Conference on February 5, 1993.

7. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands will transmit true copies of this 
Document and its Annex, the original of which is in English, French, German, Italian, 
Russian and Spanish, to all participating States.

Annex on Understandings Related to the Concluding Act

1. In the first paragraph of the preamble of the Concluding Act, it is understood that the 
reference to "the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic" is deleted and that "the Czech 
Republic" and "the Slovak Federal Republic" are added to that list in appropriate 



alphabetical order.

2. In the list of participating States set forth in Section II, paragraph I of the Concluding Act, 
it is understood that the reference to "the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic" is deleted 
and that "the Czech Republic" and "the Slovak Republic" are added to that list in 
appropriate alphabetical order.

3. In the list referenced in paragraph 2 above, it is understood that the Czech Republic has 
a national personnel limit of 93,333 and the Slovak Republic has a national personnel limit 
of 46,667.

*
* *

Final Document of the First Conference to Review the Operation of the 
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe and the 
Concluding Act of the Negotiation on Personnel Strength 

Vienna, 15-31 May 1996

Annex A:
Document agreed among the States Parties to the Treaty on
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 19, 1990

The 30 States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe of November 
19, 1990, hereinafter referred to as the Treaty, 

Have agreed as follows:
I

1. Each State Party shall, taking into account the clarification set forth in this Document 
relating to the area described in Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty and taking into 
account the understandings on flexibility set forth in this Document, comply fully with the 
numerical limitations set forth in the Treaty, including Article V thereof, no later than 31 
May 1999.

2. Paragraph 1 of this Section shall be understood as not giving any State Party, which 
was in compliance with the numerical limitations set forth in the Treaty, including Article V 
thereof, as of 1 January 1996, the right to exceed any of the numerical limitations set forth 
in the Treaty.

3. Pursuant to the Decision of the Joint Consultative Group of 17 November 1995, the 
States Parties shall co-operate to the maximum extent possible to ensure the full 
implementation of the provisions of this Document.

II

1. Within the area described in Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty, as understood 
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the time the Treaty was signed, Russian 
Federation shall limit its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, and artillery so that, no 
later than 31 May 1999 and thereafter, the aggregate numbers do not exceed:

(A) 1,800 battle tanks;

(B) 3,700 armoured combat vehicles, of which no more than 552 shall be located within 



the Astrakhan oblast; no more than 552 shall be located within the Volgograd oblast; no 
more than 310 shall be located within the eastern part of the Rostov oblast described in 
Section III, paragraph 1, of this Document; and no more than 600 shall be located within 
the Pskov oblast; and

(C) 2,400 pieces of artillery.

2. Within the Odessa oblast, Ukraine shall limit its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, 
and artillery so that, upon provisional application of this Document and thereafter, the 
aggregate numbers do not exceed:

(A) 400 battle tanks;
(B) 400 armoured combat vehicles; and
(C) 350 pieces of artillery.

3. Upon provisional application of this Document and until 31 May 1999, the Russian 
Federation shall limit its battle tanks, armoured combat vehicles, and artillery, within the 
area described in Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty, as understood by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics at the time the Treaty was signed, so that the aggregate 
numbers do not exceed:

(A) 1,897 battle tanks;
(B) 4,397 armoured combat vehicles; and
(C 2,422 pieces of artillery.

III

1. For the purposes of this Document and the Treaty, the following territory, as constituted 
on 1 January 1996, of the Russian Federation shall be deemed to be located in the area 
described in Article IV, paragraph 2, of the Treaty rather than in the area described in 
Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty: the Pskov oblast; the Volgograd oblast; the 
Astrakhan oblast; that part of the Rostov oblast east of the line extending from 
Kushchevskaya to Volgodonsk to the Volgograd oblast border, including Volgodonsk; and 
Kushchevskaya and a narrow corridor in Krasnodar kray leading to Kushchevskaya.

2. For the purposes of this Document and the Treaty, the territory of the Odessa oblast, as 
constituted on 1 January 1996, of Ukraine shall be deemed to be located in the area 
described in Article IV, paragraph 3, of the Treaty rather than in the area described in 
Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty.

IV

1. The States Parties shall, during the period before 31 May 1999, examine the Treaty 
provisions on designated permanent storage sites so as to allow all battle tanks, armoured 
combat vehicles, and artillery in designated permanent storage sites, including those 
subject to regional numerical limitations, to be located with active units.

2. The Russian Federation shall have the right to utilize to the maximum extent possible 
the provisions of the Treaty on temporary deployment of battle tanks, armoured combat 



vehicles, and artillery within its territory and outside its territory. Such temporary 
deployments on the territory of other States Parties shall be achieved by means of free 
negotiations and with full respect for the sovereignty of the States Parties involved.

3. The Russian Federation shall have the right to utilize, to the maximum extent possible, 
reallocation, in accordance with existing agreements, of the current quotas for battle tanks, 
armoured combat vehicles, and artillery established by the Agreement on the Principles 
and Procedures for the Implementation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe, done at Tashkent on 15 May 1992. Such reallocations shall be achieved by 
means of free negotiations and with full respect for the sovereignty of the States Parties 
involved.

4. The Russian Federation shall count against the numerical limitations established in the 
Treaty and paragraph 1 of Section II of this Document any armoured combat vehicles 
listed as 'to be removed' in its information exchange of 1 January 1996 that are not so 
removed by 31 May 1999.

V

1. In addition to the annual information exchange provided pursuant to Section VII, 
subparagraph 1(C), of the Protocol on Notification and Exchange of Information, the 
Russian Federation shall provide information equal to that reported in the annual 
information exchange on the area described in Article V, subparagraph 1(A), of the Treaty, 
as understood by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the time the Treaty was 
signed, upon provisional application of this Document and every six months after the 
annual information exchange. In the case of Kuskchevskaya, the Russian Federation shall 
provide such additional information every three months after the annual information 
exchange.

2. Upon provisional application of this Document, Ukraine shall provide 'F21' notifications 
for its holdings within the Odessa oblast on the basis of changes of five, rather than ten, 
per cent or more in assigned holdings.

3 Subject to paragraphs 5 and 6 of this Section, the Russian Federation shall, upon 
provisional application of this Document, accept each year, in addition to its passive 
declared site inspection quota established pursuant to Section II, subparagraph 10(D), of 
the Protocol on Inspection, up to a total of 10 supplementary declared site inspections, 
conducted in accordance with the Protocol on Inspection, at objects of verification:

(A) located within the Pskov oblast; the Volgograd oblast; the Astrakhan oblast; that part of 
the Rostov oblast east of the line extending from Kushchevskaya to Volgodonsk to the 
Volgograd oblast border, including Volgodonsk; and Kuskchevskaya and a narrow corridor 
in Kasnodar kray leading to Kushchevskaya;

(B) containing conventional armaments and equipment limited by the Treaty designated by 
the Russian Federation in its annual information exchange of 1 January 1996 as 'to be 
removed', until such time that a declared site inspection confirms that such equipment has 
been removed.



4. Subject to paragraphs 5 and 6 of this Section, Ukraine shall, upon provisional 
application of this Document, accept each year, in addition to its passive declared site 
inspection quota established pursuant to Section II, subparagraph 10(D), of the Protocol 
on Inspection, up to a total of one supplementary declared site inspection, conducted in 
accordance with the Protocol on Inspection, at objects of verification located within the 
Odessa oblast.

5. The number of supplementary declared site inspections conducted at objects of 
verification pursuant to paragraph 3 or 4 of this Section shall not exceed the number of 
declared site passive quota inspections, established in accordance with Section II, 
subparagraph 10(D), of the Protocol on Inspection, conducted at those objects of 
verification in the course of the same year.

6. All supplementary declared site inspections conducted pursuant to paragraph 3 or 4 of 
this Section:

(A) shall be carried out at the cost of the inspecting State Party, consistent with prevailing 
commercial rates; and
(B) at the discretion of the inspecting State Party, shall be conducted either as a sequential 
inspection or as a separate inspection.

VI

1. This Document shall enter into force upon receipt by the Depositary of notification of 
confirmation of approval by all States Parties. Section II, paragraphs 2 and 3, Section IV 
and Section V of this Document are hereby provisionally applied as of 31 May 1996 
through 15 December 1996. If this Document does not enter into force by 15 December 
1996, then it shall be reviewed by the States Parties.

2. This Document, in all six official languages of the Treaty, shall be deposited with the 
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, as the designated Depositary for the 
Treaty, which shall circulate copies of this Document to all States Parties. 



30 May 2008 
Convention on Cluster Munitions

The States Parties to this Convention,

Deeply concerned that civilian populations and individual civilians continue to bear the brunt of 
armed conflict,

Determined to put an end for all time to the suffering and casualties caused by cluster munitions at 
the time of their use, when they fail to function as intended or when they
are abandoned,

Concerned that cluster munition remnants kill or maim civilians, including women and children, 
obstruct economic and social development, including through the loss of
livelihood, impede post-conflict rehabilitation and reconstruction, delay or prevent the return of 
refugees and internally displaced persons, can negatively impact on national
and international peace-building and humanitarian assistance efforts, and have other severe 
consequences that can persist for many years after use,

Deeply concerned also at the dangers presented by the large national stockpiles of cluster munitions 
retained for operational use and determined to ensure their rapid
destruction,

Believing it necessary to contribute effectively in an efficient, coordinated manner to resolving the 
challenge of removing cluster munition remnants located throughout the
world, and to ensure their destruction,

Determined also to ensure the full realisation of the rights of all cluster munition victims and 
recognising their inherent dignity,

Resolved to do their utmost in providing assistance to cluster munition victims, including medical 
care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as providing
for their social and economic inclusion,

Recognising the need to provide age- and gender-sensitive assistance to cluster munition victims 
and to address the special needs of vulnerable groups,

Bearing in mind the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which, inter alia, 
requires that States Parties to that Convention undertake to ensure and
promote the full realisation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of all persons with 
disabilities without discrimination of any kind on the basis of disability,

Mindful of the need to coordinate adequately efforts undertaken in various fora to address the rights 
and needs of victims of various types of weapons, and resolved to
avoid discrimination among victims of various types of weapons, 

Reaffirming that in cases not covered by this Convention or by other international agreements, 
civilians and combatants remain under the protection and authority of the principles of international 
law, derived from established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of 
public conscience,

Resolved also that armed groups distinct from the armed forces of a State shall not, under any 



circumstances, be permitted to engage in any activity prohibited to a State
Party to this Convention,

Welcoming the very broad international support for the international norm prohibiting anti-
personnel mines, enshrined in the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,

Welcoming also the adoption of the Protocol on Explosive Remnants of War, annexed to the 
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, and 
its entry into force on 12 November 2006, and wishing to enhance the protection of civilians from 
the effects of cluster munition remnants in post-conflict environments,

Bearing in mind also United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and 
security and United Nations Security Council Resolution 1612 on children
in armed conflict,

Welcoming further the steps taken nationally, regionally and globally in recent years aimed at 
prohibiting, restricting or suspending the use, stockpiling, production and
transfer of cluster munitions,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the principles of humanity as evidenced by the 
global call for an end to civilian suffering caused by cluster munitions and recognising the efforts to 
that end undertaken by the United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
Cluster Munition Coalition and numerous other non-governmental organisations around the world,

Reaffirming the Declaration of the Oslo Conference on Cluster Munitions, by which, inter alia, 
States recognised the grave consequences caused by the use of cluster munitions and committed 
themselves to conclude by 2008 a legally binding instrument that would prohibit the use, 
production, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians, 
and would establish a framework for cooperation and assistance that ensures adequate provision of 
care and rehabilitation for victims, clearance of contaminated areas, risk reduction education and 
destruction of stockpiles,

Emphasising the desirability of attracting the adherence of all States to this Convention, and 
determined to work strenuously towards the promotion of its universalisation and its full 
implementation, 

Basing themselves on the principles and rules of international humanitarian law, in particular the 
principle that the right of parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not 
unlimited, and the rules that the parties to a conflict shall at all times distinguish between the 
civilian population and combatants and between civilian objects and military objectives and 
accordingly direct their operations against military objectives only, that in the conduct of military 
operations constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian population, civilians and civilian objects 
and that the civilian population and individual civilians enjoy general protection against dangers 
arising from military operations,

HAVE AGREED as follows:
Article 1

General obligations and scope of application

1. Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances to:



(a) Use cluster munitions;

(b) Develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer to anyone, 
directly or indirectly, cluster munitions;
(c) Assist, encourage or induce anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a State 
Party under this Convention.

2. Paragraph 1 of this Article applies, mutatis mutandis, to explosive bomblets that are specifically 
designed to be dispersed or released from dispensers affixed to aircraft.

3. This Convention does not apply to mines.
Article 2

Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention:

1. "Cluster munition victims" means all persons who have been killed or suffered physical or 
psychological injury, economic loss, social marginalisation or substantial impairment of the 
realisation of their rights caused by the use of cluster munitions. They include those persons directly 
impacted by cluster munitions as well as their affected families and communities;

2. "Cluster munition" means a conventional munition that is designed to disperse or release 
explosive submunitions each weighing less than 20 kilograms, and includes those explosive 
submunitions. It does not mean the following:

(a) A munition or submunition designed to dispense flares, smoke, pyrotechnics or chaff; or 
a munition designed exclusively for an air defence role;
(b) A munition or submunition designed to produce electrical or electronic effects;
(c) A munition that, in order to avoid indiscriminate area effects and the risks posed by 
unexploded submunitions, has all of the following characteristics:

(i) Each munition contains fewer than ten explosive submunitions;
(ii) Each explosive submunition weighs more than four kilograms;
(iii) Each explosive submunition is designed to detect and engage a single target 
object;
(iv) Each explosive submunition is equipped with an electronic selfdestruction 
mechanism;
(v) Each explosive submunition is equipped with an electronic selfdeactivating 
feature;

3. "Explosive submunition" means a conventional munition that in order to perform its task is 
dispersed or released by a cluster munition and is designed to function by detonating an explosive 
charge prior to, on or after impact;

4. "Failed cluster munition" means a cluster munition that has been fired, dropped, launched, 
projected or otherwise delivered and which should have dispersed or released its explosive 
submunitions but failed to do so;

5. "Unexploded submunition" means an explosive submunition that has been dispersed or 
released by, or otherwise separated from, a cluster munition and has failed to explode as intended;

6. "Abandoned cluster munitions" means cluster munitions or explosive submunitions that have 
not been used and that have been left behind or dumped, and that are no longer under the control of 
the party that left them behind or dumped them. They may or may not have been prepared for use;



7. "Cluster munition remnants" means failed cluster munitions, abandoned cluster munitions, 
unexploded submunitions and unexploded bomblets; 

8. "Transfer" involves, in addition to the physical movement of cluster munitions into or from 
national territory, the transfer of title to and control over cluster munitions, but does not involve the 
transfer of territory containing cluster munition remnants;

9. "Self-destruction mechanism" means an incorporated automaticallyfunctioning mechanism 
which is in addition to the primary initiating mechanism of the munition and which secures the 
destruction of the munition into which it is incorporated;

10. "Self-deactivating" means automatically rendering a munition inoperable by means of the 
irreversible exhaustion of a component, for example a battery, that is essential to the operation of 
the munition;

11. "Cluster munition contaminated area" means an area known or suspected to contain cluster 
munition remnants;

12. "Mine" means a munition designed to be placed under, on or near the ground or other surface 
area and to be exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person or a vehicle;

13. "Explosive bomblet" means a conventional munition, weighing less than 20 kilograms, which 
is not self-propelled and which, in order to perform its task, is dispersed or released by a dispenser, 
and is designed to function by detonating an explosive charge prior to, on or after impact;

14. "Dispenser" means a container that is designed to disperse or release explosive bomblets and 
which is affixed to an aircraft at the time of dispersal or release;

15. "Unexploded bomblet" means an explosive bomblet that has been dispersed, released or 
otherwise separated from a dispenser and has failed to explode as intended.

Article 3
Storage and stockpile destruction

1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with national regulations, separate all cluster munitions 
under its jurisdiction and control from munitions retained for operational use and mark them for the 
purpose of destruction.

2. Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all cluster munitions referred 
to in paragraph 1 of this Article as soon as possible but not later than eight years after the entry into 
force of this Convention for that State Party. Each State Party undertakes to ensure that destruction 
methods comply with applicable international standards for protecting public health and the 
environment.

3. If a State Party believes that it will be unable to destroy or ensure the destruction of all cluster 
munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within eight years of entry into force of this 
Convention for that State Party it may submit a request to a Meeting of States Parties or a Review 
Conference for an extension of the deadline for completing the destruction of such cluster munitions 
by a period of up to four years. A State Party may, in exceptional circumstances, request additional 
extensions of up to four years. The requested extensions shall not exceed the number of years 
strictly necessary for that State Party to complete its obligations under paragraph 2 of this Article.

4. Each request for an extension shall set out:



(a) The duration of the proposed extension;
(b) A detailed explanation of the proposed extension, including the financial and 
technical means available to or required by the State Party for the destruction of all 
cluster munitions referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and, where applicable, the 
exceptional circumstances justifying it;
(c) A plan for how and when stockpile destruction will be completed;
(d) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions held at the 
entry into force of this Convention for that State Party and any additional cluster 
munitions or explosive submunitions discovered after such entry into force;
(e) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions destroyed 
during the period referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article; and
(f) The quantity and type of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions remaining 
to be destroyed during the proposed extension and the annual destruction rate 
expected to be achieved.

5. The Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into consideration the 
factors referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article, assess the request and decide by a majority of votes 
of States Parties present and voting whether to grant the request for an extension. The States Parties 
may decide to grant a shorter extension than that requested and may propose benchmarks for the 
extension, as appropriate. A request for an extension shall be submitted a minimum of nine months 
prior to the Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference at which it is to be considered.

6. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, the retention or acquisition of a 
limited number of cluster munitions and explosive submunitions for the development of and 
training in cluster munition and explosive submunition detection, clearance or destruction 
techniques, or for the development of cluster munition counter-measures, is permitted. The amount 
of explosive submunitions retained or acquired shall not exceed the minimum number absolutely 
necessary for these purposes.
7. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention, the transfer of cluster munitions 
to another State Party for the purpose of destruction, as well as for the purposes described in 
paragraph 6 of this Article, is permitted.

8. States Parties retaining, acquiring or transferring cluster munitions or explosive submunitions for 
the purposes described in paragraphs 6 and 7 of this Article shall submit a detailed report on the 
planned and actual use of these cluster munitions and explosive submunitions and their type, 
quantity and lot numbers. If cluster munitions or explosive submunitions are transferred to another 
State Party for these purposes, the report shall include reference to the receiving party. Such a report 
shall be prepared for each year during which a State Party retained, acquired or transferred cluster 
munitions or explosive submunitions and shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations no later than 30 April of the following year.

Article 4
Clearance and destruction of cluster munition remnants and risk reduction education

1. Each State Party undertakes to clear and destroy, or ensure the clearance and destruction of, 
cluster munition remnants located in cluster munition contaminated areas under its jurisdiction or 
control, as follows: 

(a) Where cluster munition remnants are located in areas under its jurisdiction or 
control at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, such 
clearance and destruction shall be completed as soon as possible but not later than 
ten years from that date;
(b) Where, after entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, cluster 
munitions have become cluster munition remnants located in areas under its 



jurisdiction or control, such clearance and destruction must be completed as soon as 
possible but not later than ten years after the end of the active hostilities during 
which such cluster munitions became cluster munition remnants; and
(c) Upon fulfilling either of its obligations set out in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this paragraph, that State Party shall make a declaration of compliance to the next 
Meeting of States Parties.

2. In fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article, each State Party shall take the 
following measures as soon as possible, taking into consideration the provisions of Article 6 of this 
Convention regarding international cooperation and assistance:

(a) Survey, assess and record the threat posed by cluster munition remnants, making 
every effort to identify all cluster munition contaminated areas under its jurisdiction 
or control;
(b) Assess and prioritise needs in terms of marking, protection of civilians, clearance 
and destruction, and take steps to mobilise resources and develop a national plan to 
carry out these activities, building, where appropriate, upon existing structures, 
experiences and methodologies;
(c) Take all feasible steps to ensure that all cluster munition contaminated areas under 
its jurisdiction or control are perimeter-marked, monitored and protected by fencing 
or other means to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians. Warning signs based on 
methods of marking readily recognisable by the affected community should be 
utilised in the marking of suspected hazardous areas. Signs and other hazardous area 
boundary markers should, as far as possible, be visible, legible, durable and resistant 
to environmental effects and should clearly
identify which side of the marked boundary is considered to be within the cluster 
munition contaminated areas and which side is considered to be safe;
(d) Clear and destroy all cluster munition remnants located in areas under its 
jurisdiction or control; and
(e) Conduct risk reduction education to ensure awareness among civilians living in or 
around cluster munition contaminated areas of the risks posed by such remnants.

3. In conducting the activities referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, each State Party shall take 
into account international standards, including the International Mine Action Standards (IMAS).

4. This paragraph shall apply in cases in which cluster munitions have been used or abandoned by 
one State Party prior to entry into force of this Convention for that State Party and have become 
cluster munition remnants that are located in areas under the jurisdiction or control of another State 
Party at the time of entry into force of this Convention for the latter.

(a) In such cases, upon entry into force of this Convention for both States Parties, the former 
State Party is strongly encouraged to provide, inter alia, technical, financial, material or 
human resources assistance to the latter State Party, either bilaterally or through a mutually 
agreed third party, including through the United Nations system or other relevant
organisations, to facilitate the marking, clearance and destruction of such cluster munition 
remnants.
(b) Such assistance shall include, where available, information on types and quantities of the 
cluster munitions used, precise locations of cluster munition strikes and areas in which 
cluster munition remnants are known to be located.

5. If a State Party believes that it will be unable to clear and destroy or ensure the clearance and 
destruction of all cluster munition remnants referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article within ten 
years of the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party, it may submit a request to a 



Meeting of States Parties or a Review Conference for an extension of the deadline for completing 
the clearance and destruction of such cluster munition remnants by a period of up to five years. The 
requested extension shall not exceed the number of years strictly necessary for that State Party to 
complete its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article.

6. A request for an extension shall be submitted to a Meeting of States Parties or a Review 
Conference prior to the expiry of the time period referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article for that 
State Party. Each request shall be submitted a minimum of nine months prior to the Meeting of 
States Parties or Review Conference at which it is to be considered. Each request shall set out:

(a) The duration of the proposed extension;
(b) A detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposed extension, including the 
financial and technical means available to and required by the State Party for the 
clearance and destruction of all cluster munition remnants during the proposed 
extension;
(c) The preparation of future work and the status of work already conducted under 
national clearance and demining programmes during the initial ten year period 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and any subsequent extensions;
(d) The total area containing cluster munition remnants at the time of entry into force 
of this Convention for that State Party and any additional areas containing cluster 
munition remnants discovered after such entry into force;
(e) The total area containing cluster munition remnants cleared since entry into force 
of this Convention;
(f) The total area containing cluster munition remnants remaining to be cleared 
during the proposed extension;
(g) The circumstances that have impeded the ability of the State Party to destroy all 
cluster munition remnants located in areas under its jurisdiction or control during the 
initial ten year period referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, and those that may 
impede this ability during the proposed extension;
(h) The humanitarian, social, economic and environmental implications of the 
proposed extension; and 
(i) Any other information relevant to the request for the proposed extension.

7. The Meeting of States Parties or the Review Conference shall, taking into consideration the 
factors referred to in paragraph 6 of this Article, including, inter alia, the quantities of cluster 
munition remnants reported, assess the request and decide by a majority of votes of States Parties 
present and voting whether to grant the request for an extension. The States Parties may decide to 
grant a shorter extension than that requested and may propose benchmarks for the extension, as 
appropriate. 

8. Such an extension may be renewed by a period of up to five years upon the submission of a new 
request, in accordance with paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 of this Article.
In requesting a further extension a State Party shall submit relevant additional information on what 
has been undertaken during the previous extension granted pursuant to this Article.

Article 5
Victim assistance

1. Each State Party with respect to cluster munition victims in areas under its jurisdiction or control 
shall, in accordance with applicable international humanitarian and human rights law, adequately 
provide age- and gender-sensitive assistance, including medical care, rehabilitation and 
psychological support, as well as provide for their social and economic inclusion. Each State Party 
shall make every effort to collect reliable relevant data with respect to cluster munition victims.



2. In fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 1 of this Article each State Party shall:

(a) Assess the needs of cluster munition victims;
(b) Develop, implement and enforce any necessary national laws and policies;
(c) Develop a national plan and budget, including timeframes to carry out these 
activities, with a view to incorporating them within the existing national disability, 
development and human rights frameworks and mechanisms, while respecting the 
specific role and contribution of relevant actors;
(d) Take steps to mobilise national and international resources;
(e) Not discriminate against or among cluster munition victims, or between cluster 
munition victims and those who have suffered injuries or disabilities from other 
causes; differences in treatment should be based only on medical, rehabilitative, 
psychological or socio-economic needs;
(f) Closely consult with and actively involve cluster munition victims and their 
representative organisations;
(g) Designate a focal point within the government for coordination of matters 
relating to the implementation of this Article; and
(h) Strive to incorporate relevant guidelines and good practices including in the areas 
of medical care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as social and 
economic inclusion.

Article 6
International cooperation and assistance

1. In fulfilling its obligations under this Convention each State Party has the right to seek and 
receive assistance.

2. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide technical, material and financial assistance to 
States Parties affected by cluster munitions, aimed at the implementation of the obligations of this 
Convention. Such assistance may be provided, inter alia, through the United Nations system, 
international, regional or national organisations or institutions, non-governmental organisations or 
institutions, or on a bilateral basis.
3. Each State Party undertakes to facilitate and shall have the right to participate in the fullest 
possible exchange of equipment and scientific and technological information concerning the 
implementation of this Convention. The States Parties shall not impose undue restrictions on the 
provision and receipt of clearance and other such equipment and related technological information 
for humanitarian purposes.

4. In addition to any obligations it may have pursuant to paragraph 4 of Article 4 of this 
Convention, each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for
clearance and destruction of cluster munition remnants and information concerning various means 
and technologies related to clearance of cluster munitions, as well as lists of experts, expert 
agencies or national points of contact on clearance and destruction of cluster munition remnants and 
related activities.

5. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the destruction of stockpiled 
cluster munitions, and shall also provide assistance to identify, assess and prioritise needs and 
practical measures in terms of marking, risk reduction education, protection of civilians and 
clearance and destruction as provided
in Article 4 of this Convention.

6. Where, after entry into force of this Convention, cluster munitions have become cluster munition 
remnants located in areas under the jurisdiction or control of a State Party, each State Party in a 



position to do so shall urgently provide emergency assistance to the affected State Party.

7. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance for the implementation of the 
obligations referred to in Article 5 of this Convention to adequately provide age- and gender-
sensitive assistance, including medical care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as 
provide for social and economic inclusion of cluster munition victims. Such assistance may be 
provided, inter alia, through the United Nations system, international, regional or national 
organisations or institutions, the International Committee of the Red Cross, national Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies and their International Federation, non-governmental organisations or on a 
bilateral basis.

8. Each State Party in a position to do so shall provide assistance to contribute to the economic and 
social recovery needed as a result of cluster munition use in affected States Parties.

9. Each State Party in a position to do so may contribute to relevant trust funds in order to facilitate 
the provision of assistance under this Article.

10. Each State Party that seeks and receives assistance shall take all appropriate measures in order 
to facilitate the timely and effective implementation of this Convention, including facilitation of the 
entry and exit of personnel, materiel and equipment, in a manner consistent with national laws and 
regulations, taking into consideration international best practices.

11. Each State Party may, with the purpose of developing a national action plan, request the United 
Nations system, regional organisations, other States Parties or other competent intergovernmental or 
non-governmental institutions to assist its authorities to determine, inter alia:

(a) The nature and extent of cluster munition remnants located in areas under its 
jurisdiction or control;
(b) The financial, technological and human resources required for the 
implementation of the plan;
(c) The time estimated as necessary to clear and destroy all cluster munition 
remnants located in areas under its jurisdiction or control;
(d) Risk reduction education programmes and awareness activities to reduce the 
incidence of injuries or deaths caused by cluster munition remnants;
(e) Assistance to cluster munition victims; and
(f) The coordination relationship between the government of the State Party 
concerned and the relevant governmental, intergovernmental or non-governmental 
entities that will work in the implementation of the plan.

12. States Parties giving and receiving assistance under the provisions of this Article shall cooperate 
with a view to ensuring the full and prompt implementation of agreed assistance programmes.

Article 7
Transparency measures

1. Each State Party shall report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations as soon as 
practicable, and in any event not later than 180 days after the entry into force of this Convention for 
that State Party, on:

(a) The national implementation measures referred to in Article 9 of this Convention;
(b) The total of all cluster munitions, including explosive submunitions, referred to in 
paragraph 1 of Article 3 of this Convention, to include a breakdown of their type, 
quantity and, if possible, lot numbers of each type;
(c) The technical characteristics of each type of cluster munition produced by that 



State Party prior to entry into force of this Convention for it, to the extent known, 
and those currently owned or possessed by it, giving, where reasonably possible, 
such categories of information as may facilitate identification and clearance of 
cluster munitions; at a minimum, this information shall include the dimensions, 
fusing, explosive content, metallic content, colour photographs and other information 
that may facilitate the clearance of cluster munition
remnants;
(d) The status and progress of programmes for the conversion or decommissioning of 
production facilities for cluster munitions; 
(e) The status and progress of programmes for the destruction, in accordance with 
Article 3 of this Convention, of cluster munitions, including explosive submunitions, 
with details of the methods that will be used in destruction, the location of all 
destruction sites and the applicable safety and environmental standards to be 
observed;
(f) The types and quantities of cluster munitions, including explosive submunitions, 
destroyed in accordance with Article 3 of this Convention, including details of the 
methods of destruction used, the location of the destruction sites and the applicable 
safety and environmental standards observed;
(g) Stockpiles of cluster munitions, including explosive submunitions, discovered 
after reported completion of the programme referred to in sub-paragraph (e) of this 
paragraph, and plans for their destruction in accordance with Article 3 of this 
Convention;
(h) To the extent possible, the size and location of all cluster munition contaminated 
areas under its jurisdiction or control, to include as much detail as possible regarding 
the type and quantity of each type of cluster munition remnant in each such area and 
when they were used;
(i) The status and progress of programmes for the clearance and destruction of all 
types and quantities of cluster munition remnants cleared and destroyed in 
accordance with Article 4 of this Convention, to include the size and location of the 
cluster munition contaminated area cleared and a breakdown of the quantity of each 
type of cluster munition remnant cleared and destroyed;
(j) The measures taken to provide risk reduction education and, in particular, an 
immediate and effective warning to civilians living in cluster munition contaminated 
areas under its jurisdiction or control;
(k) The status and progress of implementation of its obligations under Article 5 of 
this Convention to adequately provide age- and gendersensitive assistance, including 
medical care, rehabilitation and psychological support, as well as provide for social 
and economic inclusion of cluster munition victims and to collect reliable relevant 
data with respect to cluster munition victims;
(l) The name and contact details of the institutions mandated to provide information 
and to carry out the measures described in this paragraph; 
(m) The amount of national resources, including financial, material or in kind, 
allocated to the implementation of Articles 3, 4 and 5 of this Convention; and
(n) The amounts, types and destinations of international cooperation and assistance 
provided under Article 6 of this Convention.

2. The information provided in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article shall be updated by the 
States Parties annually, covering the previous calendar year, and
reported to the Secretary-General of the United Nations not later than 30 April of each year.

3 The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit all such reports received to the States 
Parties.

Article 8



Facilitation and clarification of compliance

1. The States Parties agree to consult and cooperate with each other regarding the implementation of 
the provisions of this Convention and to work together in a spirit of cooperation to facilitate 
compliance by States Parties with their obligations under this Convention.

2. If one or more States Parties wish to clarify and seek to resolve questions relating to a matter of 
compliance with the provisions of this Convention by another State Party, it may submit, through 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a Request for Clarification of that matter to that State 
Party. Such a request shall be accompanied by all appropriate information. Each State Party shall 
refrain from unfounded Requests for Clarification, care being taken to avoid abuse. A State Party 
that receives a Request for Clarification shall provide, through the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, within 28 days to the requesting State Party all information that would assist in clarifying 
the matter.

3. If the requesting State Party does not receive a response through the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations within that time period, or deems the response to the Request for Clarification to be 
unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter through the Secretary-General of the United Nations to the 
next Meeting of States Parties. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the 
submission, accompanied by all appropriate information pertaining to the Request for Clarification, 
to all States Parties. All such information shall be presented to the requested State Party which shall 
have the right to respond.

4. Pending the convening of any Meeting of States Parties, any of the States Parties concerned may 
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to exercise his or her good offices to facilitate 
the clarification requested.

5. Where a matter has been submitted to it pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Article, the Meeting of 
States Parties shall first determine whether to consider that matter further, taking into account all 
information submitted by the States Parties concerned. If it does so determine, the Meeting of States 
Parties may suggest to the States Parties concerned ways and means further to clarify or resolve the 
matter under consideration, including the initiation of appropriate procedures in conformity with 
international law. In circumstances where the issue at hand is determined to be due to circumstances 
beyond the control of the requested State Party, the Meeting of States Parties may recommend 
appropriate measures, including the use of cooperative measures referred to in Article 6 of this 
Convention.

6. In addition to the procedures provided for in paragraphs 2 to 5 of this Article, the Meeting of 
States Parties may decide to adopt such other general procedures or specific mechanisms for 
clarification of compliance, including facts, and resolution of instances of non-compliance with the 
provisions of this Convention as it deems appropriate.

Article 9
National implementation measures

Each State Party shall take all appropriate legal, administrative and other measures to implement 
this Convention, including the imposition of penal sanctions to prevent and suppress any activity 
prohibited to a State Party under this Convention undertaken by persons or on territory under its 
jurisdiction or control.

Article 10
Settlement of disputes

1. When a dispute arises between two or more States Parties relating to the interpretation or 



application of this Convention, the States Parties concerned shall consult together with a view to the 
expeditious settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by other peaceful means of their choice, 
including recourse to the Meeting of States Parties and referral to the International Court of Justice 
in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

2. The Meeting of States Parties may contribute to the settlement of the dispute by whatever means 
it deems appropriate, including offering its good offices, calling upon the States Parties concerned 
to start the settlement procedure of their choice and recommending a time-limit for any agreed 
procedure.

Article 11
Meetings of States Parties

1. The States Parties shall meet regularly in order to consider and, where necessary, take decisions 
in respect of any matter with regard to the application or implementation of this Convention, 
including:

(a) The operation and status of this Convention;
(b) Matters arising from the reports submitted under the provisions of this 
Convention;
(c) International cooperation and assistance in accordance with Article 6 of this 
Convention;
(d) The development of technologies to clear cluster munition remnants;
(e) Submissions of States Parties under Articles 8 and 10 of this Convention; and
(f) Submissions of States Parties as provided for in Articles 3 and 4 of this 
Convention.

2. The first Meeting of States Parties shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations within one year of entry into force of this Convention. The subsequent meetings shall be 
convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations annually until the first Review 
Conference.

3. States not party to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant international 
organisations or institutions, regional organisations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and relevant non-
governmental organisations may be invited to attend these meetings as observers in accordance with 
the agreed rules of procedure.

Article 12
Review Conferences

1. A Review Conference shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations five 
years after the entry into force of this Convention. Further Review Conferences shall be convened 
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations if so requested by one or more States Parties, 
provided that the interval between Review Conferences shall in no case be less than five years. All 
States Parties to this Convention shall be invited to each Review Conference.

2. The purpose of the Review Conference shall be:

(a) To review the operation and status of this Convention;
(b) To consider the need for and the interval between further Meetings of States 
Parties referred to in paragraph 2 of Article 11 of this Convention; and
(c) To take decisions on submissions of States Parties as provided for in Articles 3 
and 4 of this Convention.



3. States not party to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant international 
organisations or institutions, regional organisations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and relevant non-
governmental organisations may be invited to attend each Review Conference as observers in 
accordance with the agreed rules of procedure.

Article 13
Amendments

1. At any time after its entry into force any State Party may propose amendments to this 
Convention. Any proposal for an amendment shall be communicated to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who shall circulate it to all States Parties and shall seek their views on whether an 
Amendment Conference should be convened to consider the proposal. If a majority of the States 
Parties notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations no later than 90 days after its circulation 
that they support further consideration of the proposal, the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
shall convene an Amendment Conference to which all States Parties shall be invited.

2. States not party to this Convention, as well as the United Nations, other relevant international 
organisations or institutions, regional organisations, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and relevant non-
governmental organisations may be invited to attend each Amendment Conference as observers in 
accordance with the agreed rules of procedure.

3. The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a Meeting of States Parties or a 
Review Conference unless a majority of the States Parties request that it be held earlier.

4. Any amendment to this Convention shall be adopted by a majority of twothirds of the States 
Parties present and voting at the Amendment Conference. The
Depositary shall communicate any amendment so adopted to all States. 

5. An amendment to this Convention shall enter into force for States Parties that have accepted the 
amendment on the date of deposit of acceptances by a majority of the States which were Parties at 
the date of adoption of the amendment. Thereafter it shall enter into force for any remaining State 
Party on the date of deposit of its instrument of acceptance.

Article 14
Costs and administrative tasks

1. The costs of the Meetings of States Parties, the Review Conferences and the Amendment 
Conferences shall be borne by the States Parties and States not party to this Convention 
participating therein, in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted 
appropriately.

2. The costs incurred by the Secretary-General of the United Nations under Articles 7 and 8 of this 
Convention shall be borne by the States Parties in accordance with the United Nations scale of 
assessment adjusted appropriately.

3. The performance by the Secretary-General of the United Nations of administrative tasks assigned 
to him or her under this Convention is subject to an appropriate United Nations mandate.

Article 15
Signature

This Convention, done at Dublin on 30 May 2008, shall be open for signature at Oslo by all States 
on 3 December 2008 and thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New York until its entry into 



force.
Article 16

Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession

1. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the Signatories.

2. It shall be open for accession by any State that has not signed the Convention.

3. The instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the 
Depositary.

Article 17
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month after the month in which 
the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession has been deposited.

2. For any State that deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession after 
the date of the deposit of the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, 
this Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the sixth month after the date on which that 
State has deposited its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 18
Provisional application 

Any State may, at the time of its ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it will 
apply provisionally Article 1 of this Convention pending its entry into force for that State.

Article 19
Reservations

The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations.
Article 20

Duration and withdrawal

1. This Convention shall be of unlimited duration. 

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Convention. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to all other States Parties, to the Depositary and 
to the United Nations Security Council. Such instrument of withdrawal shall include a full 
explanation of the reasons motivating withdrawal. 

3. Such withdrawal shall only take effect six months after the receipt of the instrument of 
withdrawal by the Depositary. If, however, on the expiry of that six-month period, the withdrawing 
State Party is engaged in an armed conflict, the withdrawal shall not take effect before the end of 
the armed conflict.

Article 21
Relations with States not party to this Convention

1. Each State Party shall encourage States not party to this Convention to ratify, accept, approve or 
accede to this Convention, with the goal of attracting the adherence of all States to this Convention. 

2. Each State Party shall notify the governments of all States not party to this Convention, referred 
to in paragraph 3 of this Article, of its obligations under this Convention, shall promote the norms it 
establishes and shall make its best efforts to discourage States not party to this Convention from 



using cluster munitions.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 1 of this Convention and in accordance with 
international law, States Parties, their military personnel or nationals, may engage in military 
cooperation and operations with States not party to this Convention that might engage in activities 
prohibited to a State Party.

4. Nothing in paragraph 3 of this Article shall authorise a State Party:

(a) To develop, produce or otherwise acquire cluster munitions;
(b) To itself stockpile or transfer cluster munitions;
(c) To itself use cluster munitions; or
(d) To expressly request the use of cluster munitions in cases where the choice of 
munitions used is within its exclusive control.

Article 22
Depositary

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary of this 
Convention.

Article 23
Authentic texts

The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of this Convention shall be 
equally authentic. 



Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Opened for signature at New York: 24 September 1996

Not yet in force

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations

Preamble

The States Parties to this Treaty (hereinafter referred to as "the States Parties"),

Welcoming the international agreements and other positive measures of recent years in 
the field of nuclear disarmament, including reductions in arsenals of nuclear weapons, as 
well as in the field of the prevention of nuclear proliferation in all its aspects,

Underlining the importance of the full and prompt implementaion of such agreements and 
measures, 

Convinced that the present international situation provides an opportunity to take further 
effective measures towards nuclear disarmament and against the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons in all its aspects, and declaring their intention to take such measures, 

Stressing therefore the need for continued systematic and progressive efforts to reduce 
nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of eliminating those weapons, and of 
general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control, 

Recognizing that the cessation of all nuclear weapon test explosions and all other nuclear 
explosions, by constraining the development and qualitative improvement of nuclear 
weapons and ending the development of advanced new types of nuclear weapons, 
constitutes an effective measure of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation in all its 
aspects,

Further recognizing that an end to all such nuclear explosions will thus constitute a 
meaningful step in the realization of a systematic process to achieve nuclear disarmament,

Convinced that the most effective way to achieve an end to nuclear testing is through the 
conclusion of a universal and internationally and effectively verifiable comprehensive 
nuclear test-ban treaty, which has long been one of the highest priority objectives of the 
international community in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation,

Noting the aspirations expressed by the Parties to the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclar 
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water to seek to achieve the 
discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all time,

Noting also the views expressed that this Treaty could contribute to the protection of the 
environment,

Affirming the purpose of attracting the adherence of all States to this Treaty and its 
objective to contribute effectively to the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons 
in all its aspects, to the process of nuclear disarmament and therefore to the enhancement 
of international peace and security,



Have agreed as follows:
Article I 

Basic obligations

1. Each State Party undertakes not to carry out any nuclear weapon test explosion or any 
other nuclear explosion, and to prohibit and prevent any such nuclear explosion at any 
place under its jurisdiction or control.

2. Each State Party undertakes, furthermore, to refrain from causing, encouraging, or in 
any way participating in the carrying out of any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other 
nuclear explosion.

Article II 
The Organization 

A. General provisions

1. The States Parties hereby establish the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty 
Organization (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization") to achieve the object and 
purpose of this Treaty, to ensure the implementation of its provisions, including those for 
international verification of compliance with it, and to provide a forum for consultation and 
cooperation among States Parties.

2. All States Parties shall be members of the Organization. A State Party shall not be 
deprived of its membership in the Organization.

3. The seat of the Organization shall be Vienna, Republic of Austria.

4. There are hereby established as organs of the Organization: the Conference of the 
States Parties, the Executive Council and the Technical Secretariat, which shall include the 
International Data Centre.

5. Each State Party shall cooperate with the Organization in the exercise of its functions in 
accordance with this Treaty. States Parties shall consult, directly among themselves, or 
through the Organization or other appropriate international procedures, including 
procedures within the framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter, 
on any matter which may be raised relating to the object and purpose, or the 
implementation of the provisions, of this Treaty.

6. The Organization shall conduct its verification activities provided for under this Treaty in 
the least intrusive manner possible consistent with the timely and efficient accomplishment 
of their objectives. It shall request only the information and data necessary to fulfil its 
responsibilities under this Treaty. It shall take every precaution to protect the confidentiality 
of information on civil and military activities and facilities coming to its knowledge in the 
implementation of this Treaty and, in particular, shall abide by the confidentiality provisions 
set forth in this Treaty.

7. Each State Party shall treat as confidential and afford special handling to information 
and data that it receives in confidence from the Organization in connection with the 
implementation of this Treaty. It shall treat such information and data exclusively in 
connection with its rights and obligations under this Treaty.



8. The Organization, as an independent body, shall seek to utilize existing expertise and 
facilities, as appropriate, and to maximize cost efficiencies, through cooperative 
arrangements with other international organizations such as the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Such arrangements, excluding those of a minor and normal commercial 
and contractual nature, shall be set out in agreements to be submitted to the Conference 
of the States Parties for approval.

9. The costs of the activities of the Organization shall be met annually by the States 
Parties in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessments adjusted to take into 
account differences in membership between the United Nations and the Organization.

10. Financial contributions of States Parties to the Preparatory Commission shall be 
deducted in an appropriate way from their contributions to the regular budget.

11. A member of the Organization which is in arrears in the payment of its assessed 
contribution to the Organization shall have no vote in the Organization if the amount of its 
arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding two 
full years. The Conference of the States Parties may, nevertheless, permit such a member 
to vote if it is satisfied that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control of the 
member.

B. The Conference of the States Parties 

Composition, Procedures and Decision-making

12. The Conference of the States Parties (hereinafter referred to as "the Conference") 
shall be composed of all States Parties. Each State Party shall have one representative in 
the Conference, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers.

13. The initial session of the Conference shall be convened by the Depositary no later than 
30 days after the entry into force of this Treaty.

14. The Conference shall meet in regular sessions, which shall be held annually, unless it 
decides otherwise.

15. A special session of the Conference shall be convened:

(a) When decided by the Conference;

(b) When requested by the Executive Council; or

(c) When requested by any State Party and supported by a majority of the States Parties.

The special session shall be convened no later than 30 days after the decision of the 
Conference, the request of the Executive Council, or the attainment of the necessary 
support, unless specified otherwise in the decision or request.

16. The Conference may also be convened in the form of an Amendment Conference, in 
accordance with Article VII.

17. The Conference may also be convened in the form of a Review Conference, in 



accordance with Article VIII.

18. Sessions shall take place at the seat of the Organization unless the Conference 
decides otherwise.

19. The Conference shall adopt its rules of procedure. At the beginning of each session, it 
shall elect its President and such other officers as may be required. They shall hold office 
until a new President and other officers are elected at the next session.

20. A majority of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum.

21. Each State Party shall have one vote.

22. The Conference shall take decisions on matters of procedure by a majority of 
members present and voting. Decisions on matters of substance shall be taken as far as 
possible by consensus. If consensus is not attainable when an issue comes up for 
decision, the President of the Conference shall defer any vote for 24 hours and during this 
period of deferment shall make every effort to facilitate achievement of consensus, and 
shall report to the Conference before the end of this period. If consensus is not possible at 
the end of 24 hours, the Conference shall take a decision by a two-thirds majority of 
members present and voting unless specified otherwise in this Treaty. When the issue 
arises as to whether the question is one of substance or not, that question shall be treated 
as a matter of substance unless otherwise decided by the majority required for decisions 
on matters of substance.

23. When exercising its function under paragraph 26 (k), the Conference shall take a 
decision to add any State to the list of States contained in Annex 1 to this Treaty in 
accordance with the procedure for decisions on matters of substance set out in paragraph 
22. Notwithstanding paragraph 22, the Conference shall take decisions on any other 
change to Annex 1 to this Treaty by consensus.

Powers and Functions

24. The Conference shall be the principal organ of the Organization. It shall consider any 
questions, matters or issues within the scope of this Treaty, including those relating to the 
powers and functions of the Executive Council and the Technical Secretariat, in 
accordance with this Treaty. It may make recommendations and take decisions on any 
questions, matters or issues within the scope of this Treaty raised by a State Party or 
brought to its attention by the Executive Council.

25. The Conference shall oversee the implementation of, and review compliance with, this 
Treaty and act in order to promote its object and purpose. It shall also oversee the 
activities of the Executive Council and the Technical Secretariat and may issue guidelines 
to either of them for the exercise of their functions.

26. The Conference shall:

(a) Consider and adopt the report of the Organization on the implementation of this Treaty 
and the annual programme and budget of the Organization, submitted by the Executive 
Council, as well as consider other reports;

(b) Decide on the scale of financial contributions to be paid by States Parties in 



accordance with paragraph 9;

(c) Elect the members of the Executive Council;

(d) Appoint the Director-General of the Technical Secretariat (hereinafter referred to as "the 
Director-General");

(e) Consider and approve the rules of procedure of the Executive Council submitted by the 
latter;

(f) Consider and review scientific and technological developments that could affect the 
operation of this Treaty. In this context, the Conference may direct the Director-General to 
establish a Scientific Advisory Board to enable him or her, in the performance of his or her 
functions, to render specialized advice in areas of science and technology relevant to this 
Treaty to the Conference, to the Executive Council, or to States Parties. In that case, the 
Scientific Advisory Board shall be composed of independent experts serving in their 
individual capacity and appointed, in accordance with terms of reference adopted by the 
Conference, on the basis of their expertise and experience in the particular scientific fields 
relevant to the implementation of this Treaty;

(g) Take the necessary measures to ensure compliance with this Treaty and to redress and 
remedy any situation that contravenes the provisions of this Treaty, in accordance with 
Article V;

(h) Consider and approve at its initial session any draft agreements, arrangements, 
provisions, procedures, operational manuals, guidelines and any other documents 
developed and recommended by the Preparatory Commission;

(i) Consider and approve agreements or arrangements negotiated by the Technical 
Secretariat with States Parties, other States and international organizations to be 
concluded by the Executive Council on behalf of the Organization in accordance with 
paragraph 38 (h);

(j) Establish such subsidiary organs as it finds necessary for the exercise of its functions in 
accordance with this Treaty; and

(k) Update Annex 1 to this Treaty, as appropriate, in accordance with paragraph 23.
C. The Executive Council 

Composition, Procedures and Decision-making

27. The Executive Council shall consist of 51 members. Each State Party shall have the 
right, in accordance with the provisions of this Article, to serve on the Executive Council.

28. Taking into account the need for equitable geographical distribution, the Executive 
Council shall comprise:

(a) Ten States Parties from Africa;
(b) Seven States Parties from Eastern Europe;
(c) Nine States Parties from Latin America and the Caribbean;
(d) Seven States Parties from the Middle East and South Asia;
(e) Ten States Parties from North America and Western Europe; and



(f) Eight States Parties from South–East Asia, the Pacific and the Far East.

All States in each of the above geographical regions are listed in Annex 1 to this Treaty. 
Annex 1 to this Treaty shall be updated, as appropriate, by the Conference in accordance 
with paragraphs 23 and 26 (k). It shall not be subject to amendments or changes under the 
procedures contained in Article VII.

29. The members of the Executive Council shall be elected by the Conference. In this 
connection, each geographical region shall designate States Parties from that region for 
election as members of the Executive Council as follows:

(a) At least one-third of the seats allocated to each geographical region shall be filled, 
taking into account political and security interests, by States Parties in that region 
designated on the basis of the nuclear capabilities relevant to the Treaty as determined by 
international data as well as all or any of the following indicative criteria in the order of 
priority determined by each region:

(i) Number of monitoring facilities of the International Monitoring System;
(ii) Expertise and experience in monitoring technology; and
(iii) Contribution to the annual budget of the Organization;

(b) One of the seats allocated to each geographical region shall be filled on a rotational 
basis by the State Party that is first in the English alphabetical order among the States 
Parties in that region that have not served as members of the Executive Council for the 
longest period of time since becoming States Parties or since their last term, whichever is 
shorter. A State Party designated on this basis may decide to forgo its seat. In that case, 
such a State Party shall submit a letter of renunciation to the Director-General, and the 
seat shall be filled by the State Party following next-in-order according to this sub-
paragraph; and

(c) The remaining seats allocated to each geographical region shall be filled by States 
Parties designated from among all the States Parties in that region by rotation or elections.

30. Each member of the Executive Council shall have one representative on the Executive 
Council, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers.

31. Each member of the Executive Council shall hold office from the end of the session of 
the Conference at which that member is elected until the end of the second regular annual 
session of the Conference thereafter, except that for the first election of the Executive 
Council, 26 members shall be elected to hold office until the end of the third regular annual 
session of the Conference, due regard being paid to the established numerical proportions 
as described in paragraph 28.

32. The Executive Council shall elaborate its rules of procedure and submit them to the 
Conference for approval.

33. The Executive Council shall elect its Chairman from among its members.

34. The Executive Council shall meet for regular sessions. Between regular sessions it 
shall meet as may be required for the fulfilment of its powers and functions.

35. Each member of the Executive Council shall have one vote.



36. The Executive Council shall take decisions on matters of procedure by a majority of all 
its members. The Executive Council shall take decisions on matters of substance by a 
two–thirds majority of all its members unless specified otherwise in this Treaty. When the 
issue arises as to whether the question is one of substance or not, that question shall be 
treated as a matter of substance unless otherwise decided by the majority required for 
decisions on matters of substance.

Powers and Functions

37. The Executive Council shall be the executive organ of the Organization. It shall be 
responsible to the Conference. It shall carry out the powers and functions entrusted to it in 
accordance with this Treaty. In so doing, it shall act in conformity with the 
recommendations, decisions and guidelines of the Conference and ensure their 
continuous and proper implementation.

38. The Executive Council shall:

(a) Promote effective implementation of, and compliance with, this Treaty;
(b) Supervise the activities of the Technical Secretariat;
(c) Make recommendations as necessary to the Conference for consideration of further 
proposals for promoting the object and purpose of this Treaty;
(d) Cooperate with the National Authority of each State Party;
(e) Consider and submit to the Conference the draft annual programme and budget of the 
Organization, the draft report of the Organization on the implementation of this Treaty, the 
report on the performance of its own activities and such other reports as it deems 
necessary or that the Conference may request;
(f) Make arrangements for the sessions of the Conference, including the preparation of the 
draft agenda;
(g) Examine proposals for changes, on matters of an administrative or technical nature, to 
the Protocol or the Annexes thereto, pursuant to Article VII, and make recommendations to 
the States Parties regarding their adoption;
(h) Conclude, subject to prior approval of the Conference, agreements or arrangements 
with States Parties, other States and international organizations on behalf of the 
Organization and supervise their implementation, with the exception of agreements or 
arrangements referred to in sub-paragraph (i);
(i) Approve and supervise the operation of agreements or arrangements relating to the 
implementation of verification activities with States Parties and other States; and
(j) Approve any new operational manuals and any changes to the existing operational 
manuals that may be proposed by the Technical Secretariat.

39. The Executive Council may request a special session of the Conference.

40. The Executive Council shall:

(a) Facilitate cooperation among States Parties, and between States Parties and the 
Technical Secretariat, relating to the implementation of this Treaty through information 
exchanges;
(b) Facilitate consultation and clarification among States Parties in accordance with Article 
IV; and
(c) Receive, consider and take action on requests for, and reports on, on-site inspections 
in accordance with Article IV.



41. The Executive Council shall consider any concern raised by a State Party about 
possible non-compliance with this Treaty and abuse of the rights established by this 
Treaty. In so doing, the Executive Council shall consult with the States Parties involved 
and, as appropriate, request a State Party to take measures to redress the situation within 
a specified time. To the extent that the Executive Council considers further action to be 
necessary, it shall take, inter alia, one or more of the following measures:

(a) Notify all States Parties of the issue or matter;
(b) Bring the issue or matter to the attention of the Conference;
(c) Make recommendations to the Conference or take action, as appropriate, regarding 
measures to redress the situation and to ensure compliance in accordance with Article V.

D. The Technical Secretariat

42. The Technical Secretariat shall assist States Parties in the implementation of this 
Treaty. The Technical Secretariat shall assist the Conference and the Executive Council in 
the performance of their functions. The Technical Secretariat shall carry out the verification 
and other functions entrusted to it by this Treaty, as well as those functions delegated to it 
by the Conference or the Executive Council in accordance with this Treaty. The Technical 
Secretariat shall include, as an integral part, the International Data Centre.

43. The functions of the Technical Secretariat with regard to verification of compliance with 
this Treaty shall, in accordance with Article IV and the Protocol, include inter alia:

(a) Being responsible for supervising and coordinating the operation of the International 
Monitoring System;
(b) Operating the International Data Centre;
(c) Routinely receiving, processing, analysing and reporting on International Monitoring 
System data;
(d) Providing technical assistance in, and support for, the installation and operation of 
monitoring stations;
(e) Assisting the Executive Council in facilitating consultation and clarification among 
States Parties;
(f) Receiving requests for on-site inspections and processing them, facilitating Executive 
Council consideration of such requests, carrying out the preparations for, and providing 
technical support during, the conduct of on-site inspections, and reporting to the Executive 
Council;
(g) Negotiating agreements or arrangements with States Parties, other States and 
international organizations and concluding, subject to prior approval by the Executive 
Council, any such agreements or arrangements relating to verification activities with States 
Parties or other States; and
(h) Assisting the States Parties through their National Authorities on other issues of 
verification under this Treaty.

44. The Technical Secretariat shall develop and maintain, subject to approval by the 
Executive Council, operational manuals to guide the operation of the various components 
of the verification regime, in accordance with Article IV and the Protocol. These manuals 
shall not constitute integral parts of this Treaty or the Protocol and may be changed by the 
Technical Secretariat subject to approval by the Executive Council. The Technical 
Secretariat shall promptly inform the States Parties of any changes in the operational 
manuals.



45. The functions of the Technical Secretariat with respect to administrative matters shall 
include:

(a) Preparing and submitting to the Executive Council the draft programme and budget of 
the Organization;
(b) Preparing and submitting to the Executive Council the draft report of the Organization 
on the implementation of this Treaty and such other reports as the Conference or the 
Executive Council may request;
(c) Providing administrative and technical support to the Conference, the Executive 
Council and other subsidiary organs;
(d) Addressing and receiving communications on behalf of the Organization relating to the 
implementation of this Treaty; and
(e) Carrying out the administrative responsibilities related to any agreements between the 
Organization and other international organizations.

46. All requests and notifications by States Parties to the Organization shall be transmitted 
through their National Authorities to the Director-General. Requests and notifications shall 
be in one of the official languages of this Treaty. In response the Director-General shall use 
the language of the transmitted request or notification.

47. With respect to the responsibilities of the Technical Secretariat for preparing and 
submitting to the Executive Council the draft programme and budget of the Organization, 
the Technical Secretariat shall determine and maintain a clear accounting of all costs for 
each facility established as part of the International Monitoring System. Similar treatment 
in the draft programme and budget shall be accorded to all other activities of the 
Organization.

48. The Technical Secretariat shall promptly inform the Executive Council of any problems 
that have arisen with regard to the discharge of its functions that have come to its notice in 
the performance of its activities and that it has been unable to resolve through 
consultations with the State Party concerned.

49. The Technical Secretariat shall comprise a Director–General, who shall be its head 
and chief administrative officer, and such scientific, technical and other personnel as may 
be required. The Director-General shall be appointed by the Conference upon the 
recommendation of the Executive Council for a term of four years, renewable for one 
further term, but not thereafter. The first Director-General shall be appointed by the 
Conference at its initial session upon the recommendation of the Preparatory Commission.

50. The Director-General shall be responsible to the Conference and the Executive 
Council for the appointment of the staff and for the organization and functioning of the 
Technical Secretariat. The paramount consideration in the employment of the staff and in 
the determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the highest 
standards of professional expertise, experience, efficiency, competence and integrity. Only 
citizens of States Parties shall serve as the Director-General, as inspectors or as members 
of the professional and clerical staff. Due regard shall be paid to the importance of 
recruiting the staff on as wide a geographical basis as possible. Recruitment shall be 
guided by the principle that the staff shall be kept to the minimum necessary for the proper 
discharge of the responsibilities of the Technical Secretariat.

51. The Director-General may, as appropriate, after consultation with the Executive 
Council, establish temporary working groups of scientific experts to provide 



recommendations on specific issues.

52. In the performance of their duties, the Director-General, the inspectors, the inspection 
assistants and the members of the staff shall not seek or receive instructions from any 
Government or from any other source external to the Organization. They shall refrain from 
any action that might reflect adversely on their positions as international officers 
responsible only to the Organization. The Director-General shall assume responsibility for 
the activities of an inspection team.

53. Each State Party shall respect the exclusively international character of the 
responsibilities of the Director-General, the inspectors, the inspection assistants and the 
members of the staff and shall not seek to influence them in the discharge of their 
responsibilities.

E. Privileges and immunities

54. The Organization shall enjoy on the territory and in any other place under the 
jurisdiction or control of a State Party such legal capacity and such privileges and 
immunities as are necessary for the exercise of its functions.

55. Delegates of States Parties, together with their alternates and advisers, 
representatives of members elected to the Executive Council, together with their alternates 
and advisers, the Director-General, the inspectors, the inspection assistants and the 
members of the staff of the Organization shall enjoy such privileges and immunities as are 
necessary in the independent exercise of their functions in connection with the 
Organization.

56. The legal capacity, privileges and immunities referred to in this Article shall be defined 
in agreements between the Organization and the States Parties as well as in an 
agreement between the Organization and the State in which the Organization is seated. 
Such agreements shall be considered and approved in accordance with paragraph 26 (h) 
and (i).

57. Notwithstanding paragraphs 54 and 55, the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the 
Director-General, the inspectors, the inspection assistants and the members of the staff of 
the Technical Secretariat during the conduct of verification activities shall be those set forth 
in the Protocol.

Article III 
National implementation measures

1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with its constitutional processes, take any 
necessary measures to implement its obligations under this Treaty. In particular, it shall 
take any necessary measures:

(a) To prohibit natural and legal persons anywhere on its territory or in any other place 
under its jurisdiction as recognized by international law from undertaking any activity 
prohibited to a State Party under this Treaty;
(b) To prohibit natural and legal persons from undertaking any such activity anywhere 
under its control; and
(c) To prohibit, in conformity with international law, natural persons possessing its 
nationality from undertaking any such activity anywhere.



2. Each State Party shall cooperate with other States Parties and afford the appropriate 
form of legal assistance to facilitate the implementation of the obligations under paragraph 
1.

3. Each State Party shall inform the Organization of the measures taken pursuant to this 
Article.

4. In order to fulfil its obligations under the Treaty, each State Party shall designate or set 
up a National Authority and shall so inform the Organization upon entry into force of the 
Treaty for it. The National Authority shall serve as the national focal point for liaison with 
the Organization and with other States Parties.

Article IV 

Verification 

A. General provisions

1. In order to verify compliance with this Treaty, a verification regime shall be established 
consisting of the following elements:

(a) An International Monitoring System;
(b) Consultation and clarification;
(c) On-site inspections; and
(d) Confidence-building measures.

At entry into force of this Treaty, the verification regime shall be capable of meeting the 
verification requirements of this Treaty.

2. Verification activities shall be based on objective information, shall be limited to the 
subject matter of this Treaty, and shall be carried out on the basis of full respect for the 
sovereignty of States Parties and in the least intrusive manner possible consistent with the 
effective and timely accomplishment of their objectives. Each State Party shall refrain from 
any abuse of the right of verification.

3. Each State Party undertakes in accordance with this Treaty to cooperate, through its 
National Authority established pursuant to Article III, paragraph 4, with the Organization 
and with other States Parties to facilitate the verification of compliance with this Treaty by, 
inter alia:

(a) Establishing the necessary facilities to participate in these verification measures and 
establishing the necessary communication;
(b) Providing data obtained from national stations that are part of the International 
Monitoring System;
(c) Participating, as appropriate, in a consultation and clarification process;
(d) Permitting the conduct of on-site inspections; and
(e) Participating, as appropriate, in confidence-building measures.

4. All States Parties, irrespective of their technical and financial capabilities, shall enjoy the 
equal right of verification and assume the equal obligation to accept verification.

5. For the purposes of this Treaty, no State Party shall be precluded from using information 



obtained by national technical means of verification in a manner consistent with generally 
recognized principles of international law, including that of respect for the sovereignty of 
States.

6. Without prejudice to the right of States Parties to protect sensitive installations, activities 
or locations not related to this Treaty, States Parties shall not interfere with elements of the 
verification regime of this Treaty or with national technical means of verification operating 
in accordance with paragraph 5.

7. Each State Party shall have the right to take measures to protect sensitive installations 
and to prevent disclosure of confidential information and data not related to this Treaty.

8. Moreover, all necessary measures shall be taken to protect the confidentiality of any 
information related to civil and military activities and facilities obtained during verification 
activities.

9. Subject to paragraph 8, information obtained by the Organization through the 
verification regime established by this Treaty shall be made available to all States Parties 
in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Treaty and the Protocol.

10. The provisions of this Treaty shall not be interpreted as restricting the international 
exchange of data for scientific purposes.

11. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate with the Organization and with other States 
Parties in the improvement of the verification regime, and in the examination of the 
verification potential of additional monitoring technologies such as electromagnetic pulse 
monitoring or satellite monitoring, with a view to developing, when appropriate, specific 
measures to enhance the efficient and cost-effective verification of this Treaty. Such 
measures shall, when agreed, be incorporated in existing provisions in this Treaty, the 
Protocol or as additional sections of the Protocol, in accordance with Article VII, or, if 
appropriate, be reflected in the operational manuals in accordance with Article II, 
paragraph 44.

12. The States Parties undertake to promote cooperation among themselves to facilitate 
and participate in the fullest possible exchange relating to technologies used in the 
verification of this Treaty in order to enable all States Parties to strengthen their national 
implementation of verification measures and to benefit from the application of such 
technologies for peaceful purposes.

13. The provisions of this Treaty shall be implemented in a manner which avoids 
hampering the economic and technological development of the States Parties for further 
development of the application of atomic energy for peaceful purposes.

Verification Responsibilities of the Technical Secretariat

14. In discharging its responsibilities in the area of verification specified in this Treaty and 
the Protocol, in cooperation with the States Parties the Technical Secretariat shall, for the 
purpose of this Treaty:

(a) Make arrangements to receive and distribute data and reporting products relevant to 
the verification of this Treaty in accordance with its provisions, and to maintain a global 
communications infrastructure appropriate to this task;



(b) Routinely through its International Data Centre, which shall in principle be the focal 
point within the Technical Secretariat for data storage and data processing:

(i) Receive and initiate requests for data from the International Monitoring 
System;
(ii) Receive data, as appropriate, resulting from the process of consultation 
and clarification, from on-site inspections, and from confidence-building 
measures; and
(iii) Receive other relevant data from States Parties and international 
organizations in accordance with this Treaty and the Protocol;

(c) Supervise, coordinate and ensure the operation of the International Monitoring System 
and its component elements, and of the International Data Centre, in accordance with the 
relevant operational manuals;
(d) Routinely process, analyse and report on International Monitoring System data 
according to agreed procedures so as to permit the effective international verification of 
this Treaty and to contribute to the early resolution of compliance concerns;
(e) Make available all data, both raw and processed, and any reporting products, to all 
States Parties, each State Party taking responsibility for the use of International Monitoring 
System data in accordance with Article II, paragraph 7, and with paragraphs 8 and 13 of 
this Article;
(f) Provide to all States Parties equal, open, convenient and timely access to all stored 
data;
(g) Store all data, both raw and processed, and reporting products;
(h) Coordinate and facilitate requests for additional data from the International Monitoring 
System;
(i) Coordinate requests for additional data from one State Party to another State Party;
(j) Provide technical assistance in, and support for, the installation and operation of 
monitoring facilities and respective communication means, where such assistance and 
support are required by the State concerned;
(k) Make available to any State Party, upon its request, techniques utilized by the Technical 
Secretariat and its International Data Centre in compiling, storing, processing, analysing 
and reporting on data from the verification regime; and
(l) Monitor, assess and report on the overall performance of the International Monitoring 
System and of the International Data Centre.

15. The agreed procedures to be used by the Technical Secretariat in discharging the 
verification responsibilities referred to in paragraph 14 and detailed in the Protocol shall be 
elaborated in the relevant operational manuals.

B. The International Monitoring System

16. The International Monitoring System shall comprise facilities for seismological 
monitoring, radionuclide monitoring including certified laboratories, hydroacoustic 
monitoring, infrasound monitoring, and respective means of communication, and shall be 
supported by the International Data Centre of the Technical Secretariat.

17. The International Monitoring System shall be placed under the authority of the 
Technical Secretariat. All monitoring facilities of the International Monitoring System shall 
be owned and operated by the States hosting or otherwise taking responsibility for them in 
accordance with the Protocol.

18. Each State Party shall have the right to participate in the international exchange of 



data and to have access to all data made available to the International Data Centre. Each 
State Party shall cooperate with the International Data Centre through its National 
Authority.

Funding the International Monitoring System

19. For facilities incorporated into the International Monitoring System and specified in 
Tables 1-A, 2-A, 3 and 4 of Annex 1 to the Protocol, and for their functioning, to the extent 
that such facilities are agreed by the relevant State and the Organization to provide data to 
the International Data Centre in accordance with the technical requirements of the Protocol 
and relevant operational manuals, the Organization, as specified in agreements or 
arrangements pursuant to Part I, paragraph 4 of the Protocol, shall meet the costs of:

(a) Establishing any new facilities and upgrading existing facilities, unless the State 
responsible for such facilities meets these costs itself;
(b) Operating and maintaining International Monitoring System facilities, including facility 
physical security if appropriate, and application of agreed data authentication procedures;
(c) Transmitting International Monitoring System data (raw or processed) to the 
International Data Centre by the most direct and cost-effective means available, including, 
if necessary, via appropriate communications nodes, from monitoring stations, 
laboratories, analytical facilities or from national data centres; or such data (including 
samples where appropriate) to laboratory and analytical facilities from monitoring stations; 
and
(d) Analysing samples on behalf of the Organization.

20. For auxiliary network seismic stations specified in Table 1-B of Annex 1 to the Protocol 
the Organization, as specified in agreements or arrangements pursuant to Part I, 
paragraph 4 of the Protocol, shall meet the costs only of:

(a) Transmitting data to the International Data Centre;
(b) Authenticating data from such stations;
(c) Upgrading stations to the required technical standard, unless the State responsible for 
such facilities meets these costs itself;
(d) If necessary, establishing new stations for the purposes of this Treaty where no 
appropriate facilities currently exist, unless the State responsible for such facilities meets 
these costs itself; and
(e) Any other costs related to the provision of data required by the Organization as 
specified in the relevant operational manuals.

21. The Organization shall also meet the cost of provision to each State Party of its 
requested selection from the standard range of International Data Centre reporting 
products and services, as specified in Part I, Section F of the Protocol. The cost of 
preparation and transmission of any additional data or products shall be met by the 
requesting State Party.

22. The agreements or, if appropriate, arrangements concluded with States Parties or 
States hosting or otherwise taking responsibility for facilities of the International Monitoring 
System shall contain provisions for meeting these costs. Such provisions may include 
modalities whereby a State Party meets any of the costs referred to in paragraphs 19 (a) 
and 20 (c) and (d) for facilities which it hosts or for which it is responsible, and is 
compensated by an appropriate reduction in its assessed financial contribution to the 
Organization. Such a reduction shall not exceed 50 per cent of the annual assessed 
financial contribution of a State Party, but may be spread over successive years. A State 



Party may share such a reduction with another State Party by agreement or arrangement 
between themselves and with the concurrence of the Executive Council. The agreements 
or arrangements referred to in this paragraph shall be approved in accordance with Article 
II, paragraphs 26 (h) and 38 (i).

Changes to the International Monitoring System

23. Any measures referred to in paragraph 11 affecting the International Monitoring 
System by means of addition or deletion of a monitoring technology shall, when agreed, be 
incorporated into this Treaty and the Protocol pursuant to Article VII, paragraphs 1 to 6.

24. The following changes to the International Monitoring System, subject to the 
agreement of those States directly affected, shall be regarded as matters of an 
administrative or technical nature pursuant to Article VII, paragraphs 7 and 8:

(a) Changes to the number of facilities specified in the Protocol for a given monitoring 
technology; and
(b) Changes to other details for particular facilities as reflected in the Tables of Annex 1 to 
the Protocol (including, inter alia, State responsible for the facility; location; name of 
facility; type of facility; and attribution of a facility between the primary and auxiliary seismic 
networks).

If the Executive Council recommends, pursuant to Article VII, paragraph 8 (d), that such 
changes be adopted, it shall as a rule also recommend pursuant to Article VII, paragraph 8 
(g), that such changes enter into force upon notification by the Director-General of their 
approval.

25. The Director-General, in submitting to the Executive Council and States Parties 
information and evaluation in accordance with Article VII, paragraph 8 (b), shall include in 
the case of any proposal made pursuant to paragraph 24:

(a) A technical evaluation of the proposal;
(b) A statement on the administrative and financial impact of the proposal; and
(c) A report on consultations with States directly affected by the proposal, including 
indication of their agreement.

Temporary Arrangements 

26. In cases of significant or irretrievable breakdown of a monitoring facility specified in the 
Tables of Annex 1 to the Protocol, or in order to cover other temporary reductions of 
monitoring coverage, the Director-General shall, in consultation and agreement with those 
States directly affected, and with the approval of the Executive Council, initiate temporary 
arrangements of no more than one year's duration, renewable if necessary by agreement 
of the Executive Council and of the States directly affected for another year. Such 
arrangements shall not cause the number of operational facilities of the International 
Monitoring System to exceed the number specified for the relevant network; shall meet as 
far as possible the technical and operational requirements specified in the operational 
manual for the relevant network; and shall be conducted within the budget of the 
Organization. The Director-General shall furthermore take steps to rectify the situation and 
make proposals for its permanent resolution. The Director-General shall notify all States 
Parties of any decision taken pursuant to this paragraph.

Cooperating National Facilities 



27. States Parties may also separately establish cooperative arrangements with the 
Organization, in order to make available to the International Data Centre supplementary 
data from national monitoring stations that are not formally part of the International 
Monitoring System.

28. Such cooperative arrangements may be established as follows:

(a) Upon request by a State Party, and at the expense of that State, the Technical 
Secretariat shall take the steps required to certify that a given monitoring facility meets the 
technical and operational requirements specified in the relevant operational manuals for an 
International Monitoring System facility, and make arrangements for the authentication of 
its data. Subject to the agreement of the Executive Council, the Technical Secretariat shall 
then formally designate such a facility as a cooperating national facility. The Technical 
Secretariat shall take the steps required to revalidate its certification as appropriate;
(b) The Technical Secretariat shall maintain a current list of cooperating national facilities 
and shall distribute it to all States Parties; and
(c) The International Data Centre shall call upon data from cooperating national facilities, if 
so requested by a State Party, for the purposes of facilitating consultation and clarification 
and the consideration of on-site inspection requests, data transmission costs being borne 
by that State Party.
The conditions under which supplementary data from such facilities are made available, 
and under which the International Data Centre may request further or expedited reporting, 
or clarifications, shall be elaborated in the operational manual for the respective monitoring 
network.

C. Consultation and clarification

29. Without prejudice to the right of any State Party to request an on-site inspection, 
States Parties should, whenever possible, first make every effort to clarify and resolve, 
among themselves or with or through the Organization, any matter which may cause 
concern about possible non-compliance with the basic obligations of this Treaty.

30. A State Party that receives a request pursuant to paragraph 29 directly from another 
State Party shall provide the clarification to the requesting State Party as soon as possible, 
but in any case no later than 48 hours after the request. The requesting and requested 
States Parties may keep the Executive Council and the Director–General informed of the 
request and the response.

31. A State Party shall have the right to request the Director-General to assist in clarifying 
any matter which may cause concern about possible non-compliance with the basic 
obligations of this Treaty. The Director-General shall provide appropriate information in the 
possession of the Technical Secretariat relevant to such a concern. The Director-General 
shall inform the Executive Council of the request and of the information provided in 
response, if so requested by the requesting State Party.

32. A State Party shall have the right to request the Executive Council to obtain clarification 
from another State Party on any matter which may cause concern about possible non-
compliance with the basic obligations of this Treaty. In such a case, the following shall 
apply:

(a) The Executive Council shall forward the request for clarification to the requested State 
Party through the Director-General no later than 24 hours after its receipt;
(b) The requested State Party shall provide the clarification to the Executive Council as 



soon as possible, but in any case no later than 48 hours after receipt of the request;
(c) The Executive Council shall take note of the clarification and forward it to the 
requesting State Party no later than 24 hours after its receipt;
(d) If the requesting State Party deems the clarification to be inadequate, it shall have the 
right to request the Executive Council to obtain further clarification from the requested 
State Party.
The Executive Council shall inform without delay all other States Parties about any request 
for clarification pursuant to this paragraph as well as any response provided by the 
requested State Party.

33. If the requesting State Party considers the clarification obtained under paragraph 32 
(d) to be unsatisfactory, it shall have the right to request a meeting of the Executive 
Council in which States Parties involved that are not members of the Executive Council 
shall be entitled to take part. At such a meeting, the Executive Council shall consider the 
matter and may recommend any measure in accordance with Article V.

D. On-site inspections 

Request for an On-Site Inspection

34. Each State Party has the right to request an on-site inspection in accordance with the 
provisions of this Article and Part II of the Protocol in the territory or in any other place 
under the jurisdiction or control of any State Party, or in any area beyond the jurisdiction or 
control of any State.

35. The sole purpose of an on-site inspection shall be to clarify whether a nuclear weapon 
test explosion or any other nuclear explosion has been carried out in violation of Article I 
and, to the extent possible, to gather any facts which might assist in identifying any 
possible violator.

36. The requesting State Party shall be under the obligation to keep the on-site inspection 
request within the scope of this Treaty and to provide in the request information in 
accordance with paragraph 37. The requesting State Party shall refrain from unfounded or 
abusive inspection requests.

37. The on-site inspection request shall be based on information collected by the 
International Monitoring System, on any relevant technical information obtained by national 
technical means of verification in a manner consistent with generally recognized principles 
of international law, or on a combination thereof. The request shall contain information 
pursuant to Part II, paragraph 41 of the Protocol.

38. The requesting State Party shall present the on-site inspection request to the 
Executive Council and at the same time to the Director-General for the latter to begin 
immediate processing.

Follow–up After Submission of an On-Site Inspection Request

39. The Executive Council shall begin its consideration immediately upon receipt of the on-
site inspection request.

40. The Director-General, after receiving the on-site inspection request, shall acknowledge 
receipt of the request to the requesting State Party within two hours and communicate the 
request to the State Party sought to be inspected within six hours. The Director-General 



shall ascertain that the request meets the requirements specified in Part II, paragraph 41 
of the Protocol, and, if necessary, shall assist the requesting State Party in filing the 
request accordingly, and shall communicate the request to the Executive Council and to all 
other States Parties within 24 hours.

41. When the on-site inspection request fulfils the requirements, the Technical Secretariat 
shall begin preparations for the on-site inspection without delay.

42. The Director-General, upon receipt of an on–site inspection request referring to an 
inspection area under the jurisdiction or control of a State Party, shall immediately seek 
clarification from the State Party sought to be inspected in order to clarify and resolve the 
concern raised in the request.

43. A State Party that receives a request for clarification pursuant to paragraph 42 shall 
provide the Director-General with explanations and with other relevant information 
available as soon as possible, but no later than 72 hours after receipt of the request for 
clarification.

44. The Director-General, before the Executive Council takes a decision on the on-site 
inspection request, shall transmit immediately to the Executive Council any additional 
information available from the International Monitoring System or provided by any State 
Party on the event specified in the request, including any clarification provided pursuant to 
paragraphs 42 and 43, as well as any other information from within the Technical 
Secretariat that the Director-General deems relevant or that is requested by the Executive 
Council.

45. Unless the requesting State Party considers the concern raised in the on-site 
inspection request to be resolved and withdraws the request, the Executive Council shall 
take a decision on the request in accordance with paragraph 46.

Executive Council Decisions

46. The Executive Council shall take a decision on the on-site inspection request no later 
than 96 hours after receipt of the request from the requesting State Party. The decision to 
approve the on-site inspection shall be made by at least 30 affirmative votes of members 
of the Executive Council. If the Executive Council does not approve the inspection, 
preparations shall be stopped and no further action on the request shall be taken.

47. No later than 25 days after the approval of the on-site inspection in accordance with 
paragraph 46, the inspection team shall transmit to the Executive Council, through the 
Director-General, a progress inspection report. The continuation of the inspection shall be 
considered approved unless the Executive Council, no later than 72 hours after receipt of 
the progress inspection report, decides by a majority of all its members not to continue the 
inspection. If the Executive Council decides not to continue the inspection, the inspection 
shall be terminated, and the inspection team shall leave the inspection area and the 
territory of the inspected State Party as soon as possible in accordance with Part II, 
paragraphs 109 and 110 of the Protocol.

48. In the course of the on-site inspection, the inspection team may submit to the 
Executive Council, through the Director-General, a proposal to conduct drilling. The 
Executive Council shall take a decision on such a proposal no later than 72 hours after 
receipt of the proposal. The decision to approve drilling shall be made by a majority of all 
members of the Executive Council.



49. The inspection team may request the Executive Council, through the Director-General, 
to extend the inspection duration by a maximum of 70 days beyond the 60-day time-frame 
specified in Part II, paragraph 4 of the Protocol, if the inspection team considers such an 
extension essential to enable it to fulfil its mandate. The inspection team shall indicate in 
its request which of the activities and techniques listed in Part II, paragraph 69 of the 
Protocol it intends to carry out during the extension period. The Executive Council shall 
take a decision on the extension request no later than 72 hours after receipt of the request. 
The decision to approve an extension of the inspection duration shall be made by a 
majority of all members of the Executive Council.

50. Any time following the approval of the continuation of the on-site inspection in 
accordance with paragraph 47, the inspection team may submit to the Executive Council, 
through the Director-General, a recommendation to terminate the inspection. Such a 
recommendation shall be considered approved unless the Executive Council, no later than 
72 hours after receipt of the recommendation, decides by a two-thirds majority of all its 
members not to approve the termination of the inspection. In case of termination of the 
inspection, the inspection team shall leave the inspection area and the territory of the 
inspected State Party as soon as possible in accordance with Part II, paragraphs 109 and 
110 of the Protocol.

51. The requesting State Party and the State Party sought to be inspected may participate 
in the deliberations of the Executive Council on the on-site inspection request without 
voting. The requesting State Party and the inspected State Party may also participate 
without voting in any subsequent deliberations of the Executive Council related to the 
inspection.

52. The Director-General shall notify all States Parties within 24 hours about any decision 
by and reports, proposals, requests and recommendations to the Executive Council 
pursuant to paragraphs 46 to 50.

Follow-up After Executive Council Approval of an On-Site Inspection

53. An on-site inspection approved by the Executive Council shall be conducted without 
delay by an inspection team designated by the Director-General and in accordance with 
the provisions of this Treaty and the Protocol. The inspection team shall arrive at the point 
of entry no later than six days following the receipt by the Executive Council of the on-site 
inspection request from the requesting State Party.

54. The Director-General shall issue an inspection mandate for the conduct of the on-site 
inspection. The inspection mandate shall contain the information specified in Part II, 
paragraph 42 of the Protocol.

55. The Director-General shall notify the inspected State Party of the inspection no less 
than 24 hours before the planned arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry, in 
accordance with Part II, paragraph 43 of the Protocol.

The Conduct of an On-Site Inspection

56. Each State Party shall permit the Organization to conduct an on-site inspection on its 
territory or at places under its jurisdiction or control in accordance with the provisions of 
this Treaty and the Protocol. However, no State Party shall have to accept simultaneous 



on-site inspections on its territory or at places under its jurisdiction or control.

57. In accordance with the provisions of this Treaty and the Protocol, the inspected State 
Party shall have:

(a) The right and the obligation to make every reasonable effort to demonstrate its 
compliance with this Treaty and, to this end, to enable the inspection team to fulfil its 
mandate;
(b) The right to take measures it deems necessary to protect national security interests 
and to prevent disclosure of confidential information not related to the purpose of the 
inspection;
(c) The obligation to provide access within the inspection area for the sole purpose of 
determining facts relevant to the purpose of the inspection, taking into account sub–
paragraph (b) and any constitutional obligations it may have with regard to proprietary 
rights or searches and seizures;
(d) The obligation not to invoke this paragraph or Part II, paragraph 88 of the Protocol to 
conceal any violation of its obligations under Article I; and
(e) The obligation not to impede the ability of the inspection team to move within the 
inspection area and to carry out inspection activities in accordance with this Treaty and the 
Protocol.
Access, in the context of an on-site inspection, means both the physical access of the 
inspection team and the inspection equipment to, and the conduct of inspection activities 
within, the inspection area.

58. The on-site inspection shall be conducted in the least intrusive manner possible, 
consistent with the efficient and timely accomplishment of the inspection mandate, and in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in the Protocol. Wherever possible, the 
inspection team shall begin with the least intrusive procedures and then proceed to more 
intrusive procedures only as it deems necessary to collect sufficient information to clarify 
the concern about possible non-compliance with this Treaty. The inspectors shall seek only 
the information and data necessary for the purpose of the inspection and shall seek to 
minimize interference with normal operations of the inspected State Party.

59. The inspected State Party shall assist the inspection team throughout the on–site 
inspection and facilitate its task.

60. If the inspected State Party, acting in accordance with Part II, paragraphs 86 to 96 of 
the Protocol, restricts access within the inspection area, it shall make every reasonable 
effort in consultations with the inspection team to demonstrate through alternative means 
its compliance with this Treaty.

Observer

61. With regard to an observer, the following shall apply:

(a) The requesting State Party, subject to the agreement of the inspected State Party, may 
send a representative, who shall be a national either of the requesting State Party or of a 
third State Party, to observe the conduct of the on-site inspection;
(b) The inspected State Party shall notify its acceptance or non–acceptance of the 
proposed observer to the Director-General within 12 hours after approval of the on-site 
inspection by the Executive Council;
(c) In case of acceptance, the inspected State Party shall grant access to the observer in 
accordance with the Protocol;



(d) The inspected State Party shall, as a rule, accept the proposed observer, but if the 
inspected State Party exercises a refusal, that fact shall be recorded in the inspection 
report.

There shall be no more than three observers from an aggregate of requesting States 
Parties.

Reports of an On-Site Inspection

62. Inspection reports shall contain:

(a) A description of the activities conducted by the inspection team;
(b) The factual findings of the inspection team relevant to the purpose of the inspection;
(c) An account of the cooperation granted during the on-site inspection;
(d) A factual description of the extent of the access granted, including the alternative 
means provided to the team, during the on-site inspection; and
(e) Any other details relevant to the purpose of the inspection.
Differing observations made by inspectors may be attached to the report.

63. The Director-General shall make draft inspection reports available to the inspected 
State Party. The inspected State Party shall have the right to provide the Director-General 
within 48 hours with its comments and explanations, and to identify any information and 
data which, in its view, are not related to the purpose of the inspection and should not be 
circulated outside the Technical Secretariat. The Director-General shall consider the 
proposals for changes to the draft inspection report made by the inspected State Party and 
shall wherever possible incorporate them. The Director-General shall also annex the 
comments and explanations provided by the inspected State Party to the inspection report.

64. The Director-General shall promptly transmit the inspection report to the requesting 
State Party, the inspected State Party, the Executive Council and to all other States 
Parties. The Director-General shall further transmit promptly to the Executive Council and 
to all other States Parties any results of sample analysis in designated laboratories in 
accordance with Part II, paragraph 104 of the Protocol, relevant data from the International 
Monitoring System, the assessments of the requesting and inspected States Parties, as 
well as any other information that the Director-General deems relevant. In the case of the 
progress inspection report referred to in paragraph 47, the Director-General shall transmit 
the report to the Executive Council within the time-frame specified in that paragraph.

65. The Executive Council, in accordance with its powers and functions, shall review the 
inspection report and any material provided pursuant to paragraph 64, and shall address 
any concerns as to:

(a) Whether any non-compliance with this Treaty has occurred; and
(b) Whether the right to request an on-site inspection has been abused.
66. If the Executive Council reaches the conclusion, in keeping with its powers and 
functions, that further action may be necessary with regard to paragraph 65, it shall take 
the appropriate measures in accordance with Article V.

Frivolous or Abusive On-Site Inspection Requests

67. If the Executive Council does not approve the on-site inspection on the basis that the 
on-site inspection request is frivolous or abusive, or if the inspection is terminated for the 
same reasons, the Executive Council shall consider and decide on whether to implement 



appropriate measures to redress the situation, including the following: 

(a) Requiring the requesting State Party to pay for the cost of any preparations made by 
the Technical Secretariat;
(b) Suspending the right of the requesting State Party to request an on-site inspection for a 
period of time, as determined by the Executive Council; and
(c) Suspending the right of the requesting State Party to serve on the Executive Council for 
a period of time.

E. Confidence-building measures

68. In order to:

(a) Contribute to the timely resolution of any compliance concerns arising from possible 
misinterpretation of verification data relating to chemical explosions; and
(b) Assist in the calibration of the stations that are part of the component networks of the 
International Monitoring System, each State Party undertakes to cooperate with the 
Organization and with other States Parties in implementing relevant measures as set out 
in Part III of the Protocol.

Article V 

Measures to redress a situation and to ensure 
compliance, including sanctions

1. The Conference, taking into account, inter alia, the recommendations of the Executive 
Council, shall take the necessary measures, as set forth in paragraphs 2 and 3, to ensure 
compliance with this Treaty and to redress and remedy any situation which contravenes 
the provisions of this Treaty.

2. In cases where a State Party has been requested by the Conference or the Executive 
Council to redress a situation raising problems with regard to its compliance and fails to 
fulfil the request within the specified time, the Conference may, inter alia, decide to restrict 
or suspend the State Party from the exercise of its rights and privileges under this Treaty 
until the Conference decides otherwise.

3. In cases where damage to the object and purpose of this Treaty may result from non-
compliance with the basic obligations of this Treaty, the Conference may recommend to 
States Parties collective measures which are in conformity with international law.

4. The Conference, or alternatively, if the case is urgent, the Executive Council, may bring 
the issue, including relevant information and conclusions, to the attention of the United 
Nations.

Article VI 
Settlement of disputes

1. Disputes that may arise concerning the application or the interpretation of this Treaty 
shall be settled in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Treaty and in conformity 
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

2. When a dispute arises between two or more States Parties, or between one or more 



States Parties and the Organization, relating to the application or interpretation of this 
Treaty, the parties concerned shall consult together with a view to the expeditious 
settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by other peaceful means of the parties' choice, 
including recourse to appropriate organs of this Treaty and, by mutual consent, referral to 
the International Court of Justice in conformity with the Statute of the Court. The parties 
involved shall keep the Executive Council informed of actions being taken.

3. The Executive Council may contribute to the settlement of a dispute that may arise 
concerning the application or interpretation of this Treaty by whatever means it deems 
appropriate, including offering its good offices, calling upon the States Parties to a dispute 
to seek a settlement through a process of their own choice, bringing the matter to the 
attention of the Conference and recommending a time-limit for any agreed procedure.

4. The Conference shall consider questions related to disputes raised by States Parties or 
brought to its attention by the Executive Council. The Conference shall, as it finds 
necessary, establish or entrust organs with tasks related to the settlement of these 
disputes in conformity with Article II, paragraph 26 (j).

5. The Conference and the Executive Council are separately empowered, subject to 
authorization from the General Assembly of the United Nations, to request the International 
Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on any legal question arising within the scope 
of the activities of the Organization. An agreement between the Organization and the 
United Nations shall be concluded for this purpose in accordance with Article II, paragraph 
38 (h).

6. This Article is without prejudice to Articles IV and V.

Article VII 
Amendments

1. At any time after the entry into force of this Treaty, any State Party may propose 
amendments to this Treaty, the Protocol, or the Annexes to the Protocol. Any State Party 
may also propose changes, in accordance with paragraph 7, to the Protocol or the 
Annexes thereto. Proposals for amendments shall be subject to the procedures in 
paragraphs 2 to 6. Proposals for changes, in accordance with paragraph 7, shall be 
subject to the procedures in paragraph 8.

2. The proposed amendment shall be considered and adopted only by an Amendment 
Conference.

3. Any proposal for an amendment shall be communicated to the Director-General, who 
shall circulate it to all States Parties and the Depositary and seek the views of the States 
Parties on whether an Amendment Conference should be convened to consider the 
proposal. If a majority of the States Parties notify the Director-General no later than 30 
days after its circulation that they support further consideration of the proposal, the 
Director-General shall convene an Amendment Conference to which all States Parties 
shall be invited.

4. The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a regular session of 
the Conference unless all States Parties that support the convening of an Amendment 
Conference request that it be held earlier. In no case shall an Amendment Conference be 



held less than 60 days after the circulation of the proposed amendment.

5. Amendments shall be adopted by the Amendment Conference by a positive vote of a 
majority of the States Parties with no State Party casting a negative vote.

6. Amendments shall enter into force for all States Parties 30 days after deposit of the 
instruments of ratification or acceptance by all those States Parties casting a positive vote 
at the Amendment Conference.

7. In order to ensure the viability and effectiveness of this Treaty, Parts I and III of the 
Protocol and Annexes 1 and 2 to the Protocol shall be subject to changes in accordance 
with paragraph 8, if the proposed changes are related only to matters of an administrative 
or technical nature. All other provisions of the Protocol and the Annexes thereto shall not 
be subject to changes in accordance with paragraph 8.

8. Proposed changes referred to in paragraph 7 shall be made in accordance with the 
following procedures:

(a) The text of the proposed changes shall be transmitted together with the necessary 
information to the Director-General. Additional information for the evaluation of the 
proposal may be provided by any State Party and the Director-General. The Director-
General shall promptly communicate any such proposals and information to all States 
Parties, the Executive Council and the Depositary;
(b) No later than 60 days after its receipt, the Director-General shall evaluate the proposal 
to determine all its possible consequences for the provisions of this Treaty and its 
implementation and shall communicate any such information to all States Parties and the 
Executive Council;
(c) The Executive Council shall examine the proposal in the light of all information 
available to it, including whether the proposal fulfils the requirements of paragraph 7. No 
later than 90 days after its receipt, the Executive Council shall notify its recommendation, 
with appropriate explanations, to all States Parties for consideration. States Parties shall 
acknowledge receipt within 10 days;
(d) If the Executive Council recommends to all States Parties that the proposal be 
adopted, it shall be considered approved if no State Party objects to it within 90 days after 
receipt of the recommendation. If the Executive Council recommends that the proposal be 
rejected, it shall be considered rejected if no State Party objects to the rejection within 90 
days after receipt of the recommendation;
(e) If a recommendation of the Executive Council does not meet with the acceptance 
required under sub-paragraph (d), a decision on the proposal, including whether it fulfils 
the requirements of paragraph 7, shall be taken as a matter of substance by the 
Conference at its next session;
(f) The Director-General shall notify all States Parties and the Depositary of any decision 
under this paragraph;
(g) Changes approved under this procedure shall enter into force for all States Parties 180 
days after the date of notification by the Director-General of their approval unless another 
time period is recommended by the Executive Council or decided by the Conference.

Article VIII 
Review of the Treaty

1. Unless otherwise decided by a majority of the States Parties, ten years after the entry 



into force of this Treaty a Conference of the States Parties shall be held to review the 
operation and effectiveness of this Treaty, with a view to assuring itself that the objectives 
and purposes in the Preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are being realized. Such 
review shall take into account any new scientific and technological developments relevant 
to this Treaty. On the basis of a request by any State Party, the Review Conference shall 
consider the possibility of permitting the conduct of underground nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes. If the Review Conference decides by consensus that such nuclear 
explosions may be permitted, it shall commence work without delay, with a view to 
recommending to States Parties an appropriate amendment to this Treaty that shall 
preclude any military benefits of such nuclear explosions. Any such proposed amendment 
shall be communicated to the Director-General by any State Party and shall be dealt with 
in accordance with the provisions of Article VII.

2. At intervals of ten years thereafter, further Review Conferences may be convened with 
the same objective, if the Conference so decides as a matter of procedure in the preceding 
year. Such Conferences may be convened after an interval of less than ten years if so 
decided by the Conference as a matter of substance.

3. Normally, any Review Conference shall be held immediately following the regular 
annual session of the Conference provided for in Article II.

Article IX 

Duration and withdrawal

1. This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events related to the subject matter of this 
Treaty have jeopardized its supreme interests.

3. Withdrawal shall be effected by giving notice six months in advance to all other States 
Parties, the Executive Council, the Depositary and the United Nations Security Council. 
Notice of withdrawal shall include a statement of the extraordinary event or events which a 
State Party regards as jeopardizing its supreme interests.

Article X 

Status of the Protocol and the Annexes

The Annexes to this Treaty, the Protocol, and the Annexes to the Protocol form an integral 
part of the Treaty. Any reference to this Treaty includes the Annexes to this Treaty, the 
Protocol and the Annexes to the Protocol.

Article XI 
Signature

This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature before its entry into force.
Article XII 

Ratification

This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by States Signatories according to their 



respective constitutional processes.

Article XIII 
Accession

Any State which does not sign this Treaty before its entry into force may accede to it at any 
time thereafter.

Article XIV 

Entry into force

1. This Treaty shall enter into force 180 days after the date of deposit of the instruments of 
ratification by all States listed in Annex 2 to this Treaty, but in no case earlier than two 
years after its opening for signature.

2. If this Treaty has not entered into force three years after the date of the anniversary of 
its opening for signature, the Depositary shall convene a Conference of the States that 
have already deposited their instruments of ratification upon the request of a majority of 
those States. That Conference shall examine the extent to which the requirement set out in 
paragraph 1 has been met and shall consider and decide by consensus what measures 
consistent with international law may be undertaken to accelerate the ratification process 
in order to facilitate the early entry into force of this Treaty.

3. Unless otherwise decided by the Conference referred to in paragraph 2 or other such 
conferences, this process shall be repeated at subsequent anniversaries of the opening for 
signature of this Treaty, until its entry into force.

4. All States Signatories shall be invited to attend the Conference referred to in paragraph 
2 and any subsequent conferences as referred to in paragraph 3, as observers.

5. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to 
the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the 30th day following the date 
of deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

Article XV 

Reservations

The Articles of and the Annexes to this Treaty shall not be subject to reservations. The 
provisions of the Protocol to this Treaty and the Annexes to the Protocol shall not be 
subject to reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of this Treaty.

Article XVI 
Depositary

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the Depositary of this Treaty and 
shall receive signatures, instruments of ratification and instruments of accession.

2. The Depositary shall promptly inform all States Signatories and acceding States of the 
date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession, 



the date of the entry into force of this Treaty and of any amendments and changes thereto, 
and the receipt of other notices.

3. The Depositary shall send duly certified copies of this Treaty to the Governments of the 
States Signatories and acceding States.

4. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter 
of the United Nations.

Article XVII 
Authentic Texts

This Treaty, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are 
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Annex 1 to the Treaty 

List of States pursuant to Article II, paragraph 28

Africa
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea–Bissau, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome & Principe, 
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, 
Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Eastern Europe
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Republic of Moldova, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Ukraine, Yugoslavia.

Latin America and the Caribbean
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela.

Middle East and South Asia
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, 
Jordan, Kazakstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, United 
Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Yemen.

North America and Western Europe
Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Holy See, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.



South East Asia, the Pacific and the Far East
Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Cook Islands, Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, 
New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, 
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Viet Nam.

Annex 2 to the Treaty 

List of States pursuant to Article XIV

List of States members of the Conference on Disarmament as at 18 June 1996 which 
formally participated in the work of the 1996 session of the Conference and which appear 
in Table 1 of the International Atomic Energy Agency's April 1996 edition of "Nuclear Power 
Reactors in the World", and of States members of the Conference on Disarmament as at 
18 June 1996 which formally participated in the work of the 1996 session of the 
Conference and which appear in Table 1 of the International Atomic Energy Agency's 
December 1995 edition of "Nuclear Research Reactors in the World":

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, 
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), 
Israel, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Romania, 
Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America, Viet Nam, Zaire.

Protocol to the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-ban Treaty

Part I 
The International Monitoring System and 

International Data Centre Functions

A. General provisions

1. The International Monitoring System shall comprise monitoring facilities as set out in 
Article IV, paragraph 16, and respective means of communication.

2. The monitoring facilities incorporated into the International Monitoring System shall 
consist of those facilities specified in Annex 1 to this Protocol. The International Monitoring 
System shall fulfil the technical and operational requirements specified in the relevant 
operational manuals.

3. The Organization, in accordance with Article II, shall, in cooperation and consultation 
with the States Parties, with other States, and with international organizations as 
appropriate, establish and coordinate the operation and maintenance, and any future 
agreed modification or development of the International Monitoring System.

4. In accordance with appropriate agreements or arrangements and procedures, a State 
Party or other State hosting or otherwise taking responsibility for International Monitoring 
System facilities and the Technical Secretariat shall agree and cooperate in establishing, 



operating, upgrading, financing, and maintaining monitoring facilities, related certified 
laboratories and respective means of communication within areas under its jurisdiction or 
control or elsewhere in conformity with international law. Such cooperation shall be in 
accordance with the security and authentication requirements and technical specifications 
contained in the relevant operational manuals. Such a State shall give the Technical 
Secretariat authority to access a monitoring facility for checking equipment and 
communication links, and shall agree to make the necessary changes in the equipment 
and the operational procedures to meet agreed requirements. The Technical Secretariat 
shall provide to such States appropriate technical assistance as is deemed by the 
Executive Council to be required for the proper functioning of the facility as part of the 
International Monitoring System.

5. Modalities for such cooperation between the Organization and States Parties or States 
hosting or otherwise taking responsibility for facilities of the International Monitoring 
System shall be set out in agreements or arrangements as appropriate in each case.

B. Seismological monitoring

6. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate in an international exchange of seismological 
data to assist in the verification of compliance with this Treaty. This cooperation shall 
include the establishment and operation of a global network of primary and auxiliary 
seismological monitoring stations. These stations shall provide data in accordance with 
agreed procedures to the International Data Centre.

7. The network of primary stations shall consist of the 50 stations specified in Table 1-A of 
Annex 1 to this Protocol. These stations shall fulfil the technical and operational 
requirements specified in the Operational Manual for Seismological Monitoring and the 
International Exchange of Seismological Data. Uninterrupted data from the primary 
stations shall be transmitted, directly or through a national data centre, on-line to the 
International Data Centre.

8. To supplement the primary network, an auxiliary network of 120 stations shall provide 
information, directly or through a national data centre, to the International Data Centre 
upon request. The auxiliary stations to be used are listed in Table 1-B of Annex 1 to this 
Protocol. The auxiliary stations shall fulfil the technical and operational requirements 
specified in the Operational Manual for Seismological Monitoring and the International 
Exchange of Seismological Data. Data from the auxiliary stations may at any time be 
requested by the International Data Centre and shall be immediately available through on-
line computer connections.

C. Radionuclide monitoring

9. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate in an international exchange of data on 
radionuclides in the atmosphere to assist in the verification of compliance with this Treaty. 
This cooperation shall include the establishment and operation of a global network of 
radionuclide monitoring stations and certified laboratories. The network shall provide data 
in accordance with agreed procedures to the International Data Centre.

10. The network of stations to measure radionuclides in the atmosphere shall comprise an 
overall network of 80 stations, as specified in Table 2-A of Annex 1 to this Protocol. All 
stations shall be capable of monitoring for the presence of relevant particulate matter in 



the atmosphere. Forty of these stations shall also be capable of monitoring for the 
presence of relevant noble gases upon the entry into force of this Treaty. For this purpose 
the Conference, at its initial session, shall approve a recommendation by the Preparatory 
Commission as to which 40 stations from Table 2-A of Annex 1 to this Protocol shall be 
capable of noble gas monitoring. At its first regular annual session, the Conference shall 
consider and decide on a plan for implementing noble gas monitoring capability throughout 
the network. The Director–General shall prepare a report to the Conference on the 
modalities for such implementation. All monitoring stations shall fulfil the technical and 
operational requirements specified in the Operational Manual for Radionuclide Monitoring 
and the International Exchange of Radionuclide Data.

11. The network of radionuclide monitoring stations shall be supported by laboratories, 
which shall be certified by the Technical Secretariat in accordance with the relevant 
operational manual for the performance, on contract to the Organization and on a fee-for-
service basis, of the analysis of samples from radionuclide monitoring stations. 
Laboratories specified in Table 2-B of Annex 1 to this Protocol, and appropriately 
equipped, shall, as required, also be drawn upon by the Technical Secretariat to perform 
additional analysis of samples from radionuclide monitoring stations. With the agreement 
of the Executive Council, further laboratories may be certified by the Technical Secretariat 
to perform the routine analysis of samples from manual monitoring stations where 
necessary. All certified laboratories shall provide the results of such analysis to the 
International Data Centre, and in so doing shall fulfil the technical and operational 
requirements specified in the Operational Manual on Radionuclide Monitoring and the 
International Exchange of Radionuclide Data.

D. Hydroacoustic monitoring

12. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate in an international exchange of 
hydroacoustic data to assist in the verification of compliance with this Treaty. This 
cooperation shall include the establishment and operation of a global network of 
hydroacoustic monitoring stations. These stations shall provide data in accordance with 
agreed procedures to the International Data Centre.

13. The network of hydroacoustic stations shall consist of the stations specified in Table 3 
of Annex 1 to this Protocol, and shall comprise an overall network of six hydrophone and 
five T-phase stations. These stations shall fulfil the technical and operational requirements 
specified in the Operational Manual for Hydroacoustic Monitoring and the International 
Exchange of Hydroacoustic Data.

E. Infrasound monitoring

14. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate in an international exchange of infrasound 
data to assist in the verification of compliance with this Treaty. This cooperation shall 
include the establishment and operation of a global network of infrasound monitoring 
stations. These stations shall provide data in accordance with agreed procedures to the 
International Data Centre.

15. The network of infrasound stations shall consist of the stations specified in Table 4 of 
Annex 1 to this Protocol, and shall comprise an overall network of 60 stations. These 
stations shall fulfil the technical and operational requirements specified in the Operational 
Manual for Infrasound Monitoring and the International Exchange of Infrasound Data.

F. International Data Centre functions



16. The International Data Centre shall receive, collect, process, analyse, report on and 
archive data from International Monitoring System facilities, including the results of 
analysis conducted at certified laboratories.

17. The procedures and standard event screening criteria to be used by the International 
Data Centre in carrying out its agreed functions, in particular for the production of standard 
reporting products and for the performance of a standard range of services for States 
Parties, shall be elaborated in the Operational Manual for the International Data Centre 
and shall be progressively developed. The procedures and criteria developed initially by 
the Preparatory Commission shall be approved by the Conference at its initial session.

International Data Centre Standard Products

18. The International Data Centre shall apply on a routine basis automatic processing 
methods and interactive human analysis to raw International Monitoring System data in 
order to produce and archive standard International Data Centre products on behalf of all 
States Parties. These products shall be provided at no cost to States Parties and shall be 
without prejudice to final judgements with regard to the nature of any event, which shall 
remain the responsibility of States Parties, and shall include:

(a) Integrated lists of all signals detected by the International Monitoring System, as well 
as standard event lists and bulletins, including the values and associated uncertainties 
calculated for each event located by the International Data Centre, based on a set of 
standard parameters;
(b) Standard screened event bulletins that result from the application to each event by the 
International Data Centre of standard event screening criteria, making use of the 
characterization parameters specified in Annex 2 to this Protocol, with the objective of 
characterizing, highlighting in the standard event bulletin, and thereby screening out, 
events considered to be consistent with natural phenomena or non-nuclear, man-made 
phenomena. The standard event bulletin shall indicate numerically for each event the 
degree to which that event meets or does not meet the event screening criteria. In 
applying standard event screening, the International Data Centre shall use both global and 
supplementary screening criteria to take account of regional variations where applicable. 
The International Data Centre shall progressively enhance its technical capabilities as 
experience is gained in the operation of the International Monitoring System;
(c) Executive summaries, which summarise the data acquired and archived by the 
International Data Centre, the products of the International Data Centre, and the 
performance and operational status of the International Monitoring System and 
International Data Centre; and
(d) Extracts or subsets of the standard International Data Centre products specified in sub-
paragraphs (a) to (c), selected according to the request of an individual State Party.

19. The International Data Centre shall carry out, at no cost to States Parties, special 
studies to provide in-depth, technical review by expert analysis of data from the 
International Monitoring System, if requested by the Organization or by a State Party, to 
improve the estimated values for the standard signal and event parameters.

International Data Centre Services to States Parties

20. The International Data Centre shall provide States Parties with open, equal, timely and 
convenient access to all International Monitoring System data, raw or processed, all 



International Data Centre products, and all other International Monitoring System data in 
the archive of the International Data Centre or, through the International Data Centre, of 
International Monitoring System facilities. The methods for supporting data access and the 
provision of data shall include the following services:

(a) Automatic and regular forwarding to a State Party of the products of the International 
Data Centre or the selection by the State Party thereof, and, as requested, the selection by 
the State Party of International Monitoring System data;
(b) The provision of the data or products generated in response to ad hoc requests by 
States Parties for the retrieval from the International Data Centre and International 
Monitoring System facility archives of data and products, including interactive electronic 
access to the International Data Centre data base; and
(c) Assisting individual States Parties, at their request and at no cost for reasonable efforts, 
with expert technical analysis of International Monitoring System data and other relevant 
data provided by the requesting State Party, in order to help the State Party concerned to 
identify the source of specific events. The output of any such technical analysis shall be 
considered a product of the requesting State Party, but shall be available to all States 
Parties.
The International Data Centre services specified in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) shall be 
made available at no cost to each State Party. The volumes and formats of data shall be 
set out in the Operational Manual for the International Data Centre.

National Event Screening

21. The International Data Centre shall, if requested by a State Party, apply to any of its 
standard products, on a regular and automatic basis, national event screening criteria 
established by that State Party, and provide the results of such analysis to that State Party. 
This service shall be undertaken at no cost to the requesting State Party. The output of 
such national event screening processes shall be considered a product of the requesting 
State Party.

Technical Assistance

22. The International Data Centre shall, where required, provide technical assistance to 
individual States Parties:

(a) In formulating their requirements for selection and screening of data and products;
(b) By installing at the International Data Centre, at no cost to a requesting State Party for 
reasonable efforts, computer algorithms or software provided by that State Party to 
compute new signal and event parameters that are not included in the Operational Manual 
for the International Data Centre, the output being considered products of the requesting 
State Party; and
(c) By assisting States Parties to develop the capability to receive, process and analyse 
International Monitoring System data at a national data centre.

23. The International Data Centre shall continuously monitor and report on the operational 
status of the International Monitoring System facilities, of communications links, and of its 
own processing systems. It shall provide immediate notification to those responsible 
should the operational performance of any component fail to meet agreed levels set out in 
the relevant operational manual.

Part II 



On-site inspections 

A. General provisions

1. The procedures in this Part shall be implemented pursuant to the provisions for on-site 
inspections set out in Article IV.

2. The on-site inspection shall be carried out in the area where the event that triggered the 
on-site inspection request occurred.

3. The area of an on-site inspection shall be continuous and its size shall not exceed 1000 
square kilometres. There shall be no linear distance greater than 50 kilometres in any 
direction.

4. The duration of an on-site inspection shall not exceed 60 days from the date of the 
approval of the on-site inspection request in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 46, but 
may be extended by a maximum of 70 days in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 49.

5. If the inspection area specified in the inspection mandate extends to the territory or 
other place under the jurisdiction or control of more than one State Party, the provisions on 
on-site inspections shall, as appropriate, apply to each of the States Parties to which the 
inspection area extends.

6. In cases where the inspection area is under the jurisdiction or control of the inspected 
State Party but is located on the territory of another State Party or where the access from 
the point of entry to the inspection area requires transit through the territory of a State 
Party other than the inspected State Party, the inspected State Party shall exercise the 
rights and fulfil the obligations concerning such inspections in accordance with this 
Protocol. In such a case, the State Party on whose territory the inspection area is located 
shall facilitate the inspection and shall provide for the necessary support to enable the 
inspection team to carry out its tasks in a timely and effective manner. States Parties 
through whose territory transit is required to reach the inspection area shall facilitate such 
transit.

7. In cases where the inspection area is under the jurisdiction or control of the inspected 
State Party but is located on the territory of a State not Party to this Treaty, the inspected 
State Party shall take all necessary measures to ensure that the inspection can be carried 
out in accordance with this Protocol. A State Party that has under its jurisdiction or control 
one or more areas on the territory of a State not Party to this Treaty shall take all 
necessary measures to ensure acceptance by the State on whose territory the inspection 
area is located of inspectors and inspection assistants designated to that State Party. If an 
inspected State Party is unable to ensure access, it shall demonstrate that it took all 
necessary measures to ensure access.

8. In cases where the inspection area is located on the territory of a State Party but is 
under the jurisdiction or control of a State not Party to this Treaty, the State Party shall take 
all necessary measures required of an inspected State Party and a State Party on whose 
territory the inspection area is located, without prejudice to the rules and practices of 
international law, to ensure that the on-site inspection can be carried out in accordance 
with this Protocol. If the State Party is unable to ensure access to the inspection area, it 
shall demonstrate that it took all necessary measures to ensure access, without prejudice 
to the rules and practices of international law.



9. The size of the inspection team shall be kept to the minimum necessary for the proper 
fulfilment of the inspection mandate. The total number of members of the inspection team 
present on the territory of the inspected State Party at any given time, except during the 
conduct of drilling, shall not exceed 40 persons. No national of the requesting State Party 
or the inspected State Party shall be a member of the inspection team.

10. The Director-General shall determine the size of the inspection team and select its 
members from the list of inspectors and inspection assistants, taking into account the 
circumstances of a particular request.

11. The inspected State Party shall provide for or arrange the amenities necessary for the 
inspection team, such as communication means, interpretation services, transportation, 
working space, lodging, meals, and medical care.

12. The inspected State Party shall be reimbursed by the Organization, in a reasonably 
short period of time after conclusion of the inspection, for all expenses, including those 
mentioned in paragraphs 11 and 49, related to the stay and functional activities of the 
inspection team on the territory of the inspected State Party.

13. Procedures for the implementation of on-site inspections shall be detailed in the 
Operational Manual for On-Site Inspections.

B. Standing arrangements 

Designation of Inspectors and Inspection Assistants

14. An inspection team may consist of inspectors and inspection assistants. An on-site 
inspection shall only be carried out by qualified inspectors specially designated for this 
function. They may be assisted by specially designated inspection assistants, such as 
technical and administrative personnel, aircrew and interpreters.

15. Inspectors and inspection assistants shall be nominated for designation by the States 
Parties or, in the case of staff of the Technical Secretariat, by the Director-General, on the 
basis of their expertise and experience relevant to the purpose and functions of on-site 
inspections. The nominees shall be approved in advance by the States Parties in 
accordance with paragraph 18.

16. Each State Party, no later than 30 days after the entry into force of this Treaty for it, 
shall notify the Director-General of the names, dates of birth, sex, ranks, qualifications and 
professional experience of the persons proposed by the State Party for designation as 
inspectors and inspection assistants.

17. No later than 60 days after the entry into force of this Treaty, the Technical Secretariat 
shall communicate in writing to all States Parties an initial list of the names, nationalities, 
dates of birth, sex and ranks of the inspectors and inspection assistants proposed for 
designation by the Director-General and the States Parties, as well as a description of their 
qualifications and professional experience.

18. Each State Party shall immediately acknowledge receipt of the initial list of inspectors 
and inspection assistants proposed for designation. Any inspector or inspection assistant 
included in this list shall be regarded as accepted unless a State Party, no later than 30 



days after acknowledgment of receipt of the list, declares its non-acceptance in writing. 
The State Party may include the reason for the objection. In the case of non-acceptance, 
the proposed inspector or inspection assistant shall not undertake or participate in on-site 
inspection activities on the territory or in any other place under the jurisdiction or control of 
the State Party that has declared its non-acceptance. The Technical Secretariat shall 
immediately confirm receipt of the notification of objection.

19. Whenever additions or changes to the list of inspectors and inspection assistants are 
proposed by the Director-General or a State Party, replacement inspectors and inspection 
assistants shall be designated in the same manner as set forth with respect to the initial 
list. Each State Party shall promptly notify the Technical Secretariat if an inspector or 
inspection assistant nominated by it can no longer fulfil the duties of an inspector or 
inspection assistant.

20. The Technical Secretariat shall keep the list of inspectors and inspection assistants up 
to date and notify all States Parties of any additions or changes to the list.

21. A State Party requesting an on-site inspection may propose that an inspector from the 
list of inspectors and inspection assistants serve as its observer in accordance with Article 
IV, paragraph 61.

22. Subject to paragraph 23, a State Party shall have the right at any time to object to an 
inspector or inspection assistant who has already been accepted. It shall notify the 
Technical Secretariat of its objection in writing and may include the reason for the 
objection. Such objection shall come into effect 30 days after receipt of the notification by 
the Technical Secretariat. The Technical Secretariat shall immediately confirm receipt of 
the notification of the objection and inform the objecting and nominating States Parties of 
the date on which the inspector or inspection assistant shall cease to be designated for 
that State Party.

23. A State Party that has been notified of an inspection shall not seek the removal from 
the inspection team of any of the inspectors or inspection assistants named in the 
inspection mandate.

24. The number of inspectors and inspection assistants accepted by a State Party must be 
sufficient to allow for availability of appropriate numbers of inspectors and inspection 
assistants. If, in the opinion of the Director-General, the -acceptance by a State Party of 
proposed inspectors or inspection assistants impedes the designation of a sufficient 
number of inspectors and inspection assistants or otherwise hampers the effective 
fulfilment of the purposes of an on-site inspection, the Director-General shall refer the 
issue to the Executive Council.

25. Each inspector included in the list of inspectors and inspection assistants shall receive 
relevant training. Such training shall be provided by the Technical Secretariat pursuant to 
the procedures specified in the Operational Manual for On-Site Inspections. The Technical 
Secretariat shall co-ordinate, in agreement with the States Parties, a schedule of training 
for the inspectors.

Privileges and Immunities

26. Following acceptance of the initial list of inspectors and inspection assistants as 
provided for in paragraph 18 or as subsequently altered in accordance with paragraph 19, 
each State Party shall be obliged to issue, in accordance with its national procedures and 



upon application by an inspector or inspection assistant, multiple entry/exit and/or transit 
visas and other relevant documents to enable each inspector and inspection assistant to 
enter and to remain on the territory of that State Party for the sole purpose of carrying out 
inspection activities. Each State Party shall issue the necessary visa or travel documents 
for this purpose no later than 48 hours after receipt of the application or immediately upon 
arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry on the territory of the State Party. Such 
documents shall be valid for as long as is necessary to enable the inspector or inspection 
assistant to remain on the territory of the inspected State Party for the sole purpose of 
carrying out the inspection activities.

27. To exercise their functions effectively, members of the inspection team shall be 
accorded privileges and immunities as set forth in sub-paragraphs (a) to (i). Privileges and 
immunities shall be granted to members of the inspection team for the sake of this Treaty 
and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. Such privileges and 
immunities shall be accorded to them for the entire period between arrival on and 
departure from the territory of the inspected State Party, and thereafter with respect to acts 
previously performed in the exercise of their official functions.

(a) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the inviolability enjoyed by 
diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 29 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 
of 18 April 1961;
(b) The living quarters and office premises occupied by the inspection team carrying out 
inspection activities pursuant to this Treaty shall be accorded the inviolability and 
protection accorded to the premises of diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 30, paragraph 
1, of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations;
(c) The papers and correspondence, including records, of the inspection team shall enjoy 
the inviolability accorded to all papers and correspondence of diplomatic agents pursuant 
to Article 30, paragraph 2, of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. The 
inspection team shall have the right to use codes for their communications with the 
Technical Secretariat;
(d) Samples and approved equipment carried by members of the inspection team shall be 
inviolable subject to provisions contained in this Treaty and exempt from all customs 
duties. Hazardous samples shall be transported in accordance with relevant regulations;
(e) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the immunities accorded to 
diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 31, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, of the Vienna Convention 
on Diplomatic Relations;
(f) The members of the inspection team carrying out prescribed activities pursuant to this 
Treaty shall be accorded the exemption from dues and taxes accorded to diplomatic 
agents pursuant to Article 34 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations;
(g) The members of the inspection team shall be permitted to bring into the territory of the 
inspected State Party, without payment of any customs duties or related charges, articles 
for personal use, with the exception of articles the import or export of which is prohibited 
by law or controlled by quarantine regulations;
(h) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the same currency and 
exchange facilities as are accorded to representatives of foreign Governments on 
temporary official missions; and
(i) The members of the inspection team shall not engage in any professional or commercial 
activity for personal profit on the territory of the inspected State Party.

28. When transiting the territory of States Parties other than the inspected State Party, the 
members of the inspection team shall be accorded the privileges and immunities enjoyed 
by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 40, paragraph 1, of the Vienna Convention on 



Diplomatic Relations. Papers and correspondence, including records, and samples and 
approved equipment carried by them, shall be accorded the privileges and immunities set 
forth in paragraph 27 (c) and (d).

29. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities the members of the inspection 
team shall be obliged to respect the laws and regulations of the inspected State Party and, 
to the extent that is consistent with the inspection mandate, shall be obliged not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of that State. If the inspected State Party considers that there has 
been an abuse of privileges and immunities specified in this Protocol, consultations shall 
be held between the State Party and the Director-General to determine whether such an 
abuse has occurred and, if so determined, to prevent a repetition of such an abuse.

30. The immunity from jurisdiction of members of the inspection team may be waived by 
the Director-General in those cases when the Director-General is of the opinion that 
immunity would impede the course of justice and that it can be waived without prejudice to 
the implementation of the provisions of this Treaty. Waiver must always be express.

31. Observers shall be accorded the same privileges and immunities accorded to 
members of the inspection team pursuant to this section, except for those accorded 
pursuant to paragraph 27 (d).

Points of Entry

32. Each State Party shall designate its points of entry and shall supply the required 
information to the Technical Secretariat no later than 30 days after this Treaty enters into 
force for it. These points of entry shall be such that the inspection team can reach any 
inspection area from at least one point of entry within 24 hours. Locations of points of entry 
shall be provided to all States Parties by the Technical Secretariat. Points of entry may 
also serve as points of exit.

33. Each State Party may change its points of entry by giving notice of such change to the 
Technical Secretariat. Changes shall become effective 30 days after the Technical 
Secretariat receives such notification, to allow appropriate notification to all States Parties.

34. If the Technical Secretariat considers that there are insufficient points of entry for the 
timely conduct of inspections or that changes to the points of entry proposed by a State 
Party would hamper such timely conduct of inspections, it shall enter into consultations 
with the State Party concerned to resolve the problem.

Arrangements for Use of Non-Scheduled Aircraft

35. Where timely travel to the point of entry is not feasible using scheduled commercial 
flights, an inspection team may utilize non–scheduled aircraft. No later than 30 days after 
this Treaty enters into force for it, each State Party shall inform the Technical Secretariat of 
the standing diplomatic clearance number for non–scheduled aircraft transporting an 
inspection team and equipment necessary for inspection. Aircraft routings shall be along 
established international airways that are agreed upon between the State Party and the 
Technical Secretariat as the basis for such diplomatic clearance.

Approved Inspection Equipment

36. The Conference, at its initial session, shall consider and approve a list of equipment for 



use during on-site inspections. Each State Party may submit proposals for the inclusion of 
equipment in the list. Specifications for the use of the equipment, as detailed in the 
Operational Manual for On-Site Inspections, shall take account of safety and confidentiality 
considerations where such equipment is likely to be used.

37. The equipment for use during on-site inspections shall consist of core equipment for 
the inspection activities and techniques specified in paragraph 69 and auxiliary equipment 
necessary for the effective and timely conduct of on-site inspections.

38. The Technical Secretariat shall ensure that all types of approved equipment are 
available for on-site inspections when required. When required for an on-site inspection, 
the Technical Secretariat shall duly certify that the equipment has been calibrated, 
maintained and protected. To facilitate the checking of the equipment at the point of entry 
by the inspected State Party, the Technical Secretariat shall provide documentation and 
attach seals to authenticate the certification.

39. Any permanently held equipment shall be in the custody of the Technical Secretariat. 
The Technical Secretariat shall be responsible for the maintenance and calibration of such 
equipment.

40. As appropriate, the Technical Secretariat shall make arrangements with States Parties 
to provide equipment mentioned in the list. Such States Parties shall be responsible for the 
maintenance and calibration of such equipment.

C. On-site inspection Request, Inspection Mandate and 
Notification of Inspection 

On-Site Inspection Request

41. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 37, the on-site inspection request shall contain at 
least the following information:

(a) The estimated geographical and vertical co-ordinates of the location of the event that 
triggered the request with an indication of the possible margin of error;
(b) The proposed boundaries of the area to be inspected, specified on a map and in 
accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3;
(c) The State Party or States Parties to be inspected or an indication that the area to be 
inspected or part thereof is beyond the jurisdiction or control of any State;
(d) The probable environment of the event that triggered the request;
(e) The estimated time of the event that triggered the request, with an indication of the 
possible margin of error;
(f) All data upon which the request is based;
(g) The personal details of the proposed observer, if any; and
(h) The results of a consultation and clarification process in accordance with Article IV, or 
an explanation, if relevant, of the reasons why such a consultation and clarification 
process has not been carried out.

Inspection Mandate

42. The mandate for an on-site inspection shall contain:

(a) The decision of the Executive Council on the on-site inspection request;
(b) The name of the State Party or States Parties to be inspected or an indication that the 



inspection area or part thereof is beyond the jurisdiction or control of any State;
(c) The location and boundaries of the inspection area specified on a map, taking into 
account all information on which the request was based and all other available technical 
information, in consultation with the requesting State Party;
(d) The planned types of activity of the inspection team in the inspection area;
(e) The point of entry to be used by the inspection team;
(f) Any transit or basing points, as appropriate;
(g) The name of the head of the inspection team;
(h) The names of members of the inspection team;
(i) The name of the proposed observer, if any; and
(j) The list of equipment to be used in the inspection area.

If a decision by the Executive Council pursuant to Article IV, paragraphs 46 to 49, 
necessitates a modification of the inspection mandate, the Director-General may update 
the mandate with respect to sub-paragraphs (d), (h) and (j), as appropriate. The Director-
General shall immediately notify the inspected State Party of any such modification.

Notification of Inspection

43. The notification made by the Director-General pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 55 shall 
include the following information:

(a) The inspection mandate;
(b) The date and estimated time of arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry;
(c) The means of arrival at the point of entry;
(d) If appropriate, the standing diplomatic clearance number for non–scheduled aircraft; 
and
(e) A list of any equipment which the Director-General requests the inspected State Party 
to make available to the inspection team for use in the inspection area.

44. The inspected State Party shall acknowledge receipt of the notification by the Director-
General no later than 12 hours after having received the notification.

D. Pre–inspection activities 

Entry Into the Territory of the Inspected State Party,
Activities at the Point of Entry and

Transfer to the Inspection Area

45. The inspected State Party that has been notified of the arrival of the inspection team 
shall ensure the immediate entry of the inspection team into its territory.

46. When a non-scheduled aircraft is used for travel to the point of entry, the Technical 
Secretariat shall provide the inspected State Party with a flight plan, through the National 
Authority, for the flight of the aircraft from the last airfield prior to entering the airspace of 
that State Party to the point of entry, no less than six hours before the scheduled departure 
time from that airfield. Such a plan shall be filed in accordance with the procedures of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization applicable to civil aircraft. The Technical 
Secretariat shall include in the remarks section of the flight plan the standing diplomatic 
clearance number and the appropriate notation identifying the aircraft as an inspection 
aircraft. If a military aircraft is used, the Technical Secretariat shall request prior 
authorization from the inspected State Party to enter its airspace.



47. No less than three hours before the scheduled departure of the inspection team from 
the last airfield prior to entering the airspace of the inspected State Party, the inspected 
State Party shall ensure that the flight plan filed in accordance with paragraph 46 is 
approved, so that the inspection team may arrive at the point of entry by the estimated 
arrival time.

48. Where necessary, the head of the inspection team and the representative of the 
inspected State Party shall agree on a basing point and a flight plan from the point of entry 
to the basing point and, if necessary, to the inspection area.

49. The inspected State Party shall provide for or arrange parking, security protection, 
servicing and fuel as required by the Technical Secretariat for the aircraft of the inspection 
team at the point of entry and, where necessary, at the basing point and at the inspection 
area. Such aircraft shall not be liable for landing fees, departure tax, and similar charges. 
This paragraph shall also apply to aircraft used for overflight during the on-site inspection.

50. Subject to paragraph 51, there shall be no restriction by the inspected State Party on 
the inspection team bringing approved equipment that is in conformity with the inspection 
mandate into the territory of that State Party, or on its use in accordance with the 
provisions of the Treaty and this Protocol.

51. The inspected State Party shall have the right, without prejudice to the time-frame 
specified in paragraph 54, to check in the presence of inspection team members at the 
point of entry that the equipment has been approved and certified in accordance with 
paragraph 38. The inspected State Party may exclude equipment that is not in conformity 
with the inspection mandate or that has not been approved and certified in accordance 
with paragraph 38.

52. Immediately upon arrival at the point of entry and without prejudice to the time-frame 
specified in paragraph 54, the head of the inspection team shall present to the 
representative of the inspected State Party the inspection mandate and an initial 
inspection plan prepared by the inspection team specifying the activities to be carried out 
by it. The inspection team shall be briefed by representatives of the inspected State Party 
with the aid of maps and other documentation as appropriate. The briefing shall include 
relevant natural terrain features, safety and confidentiality issues, and logistical 
arrangements for the inspection. The inspected State Party may indicate locations within 
the inspection area that, in its view, are not related to the purpose of the inspection.

53. After the pre-inspection briefing, the inspection team shall, as appropriate, modify the 
initial inspection plan, taking into account any comments by the inspected State Party. The 
modified inspection plan shall be made available to the representative of the inspected 
State Party.

54. The inspected State Party shall do everything in its power to provide assistance and to 
ensure the safe conduct of the inspection team, the approved equipment specified in 
paragraphs 50 and 51 and baggage from the point of entry to the inspection area no later 
than 36 hours after arrival at the point of entry, if no other timing has been agreed upon 
within the time-frame specified in paragraph 57.

55. To confirm that the area to which the inspection team has been transported 
corresponds to the inspection area specified in the inspection mandate, the inspection 



team shall have the right to use approved location-finding equipment. The inspected State 
Party shall assist the inspection team in this task.

E. Conduct of inspections 

General Rules

56. The inspection team shall discharge its functions in accordance with the provisions of 
the Treaty and this Protocol.

57. The inspection team shall begin its inspection activities in the inspection area as soon 
as possible, but in no case later than 72 hours after arrival at the point of entry.

58. The activities of the inspection team shall be so arranged as to ensure the timely and 
effective discharge of its functions and the least possible inconvenience to the inspected 
State Party and disturbance to the inspection area.

59. In cases where the inspected State Party has been requested, pursuant to paragraph 
43 (e) or in the course of the inspection, to make available any equipment for use by the 
inspection team in the inspection area, the inspected State Party shall comply with the 
request to the extent it can.

60. During the on-site inspection the inspection team shall have, inter alia:

(a) The right to determine how the inspection will proceed, consistent with the inspection 
mandate and taking into account any steps taken by the inspected State Party consistent 
with the provisions on managed access;
(b) The right to modify the inspection plan, as necessary, to ensure the effective execution 
of the inspection;
(c) The obligation to take into account the recommendations and suggested modifications 
by the inspected State Party to the inspection plan;
(d) The right to request clarifications in connection with ambiguities that may arise during 
the inspection;
(e) The obligation to use only those techniques specified in paragraph 69 and to refrain 
from activities that are not relevant to the purpose of the inspection. The team shall collect 
and document such facts as are related to the purpose of the inspection, but shall neither 
seek nor document information that is clearly unrelated thereto. Any material collected and 
subsequently found not to be relevant shall be returned to the inspected State Party;
(f) The obligation to take into account and include in its report data and explanations on 
the nature of the event that triggered the request, provided by the inspected State Party 
from the national monitoring networks of the inspected State Party and from other sources;
(g) The obligation to provide the inspected State Party, at its request, with copies of the 
information and data collected in the inspection area; and
(h) The obligation to respect the confidentiality and the safety and health regulations of the 
inspected State Party.

61. During the on-site inspection the inspected State Party shall have, inter alia:

(a) The right to make recommendations at any time to the inspection team regarding 
possible modification of the inspection plan;
(b) The right and the obligation to provide a representative to liaise with the inspection 
team;



(c) The right to have representatives accompany the inspection team during the 
performance of its duties and observe all inspection activities carried out by the inspection 
team. This shall not delay or otherwise hinder the inspection team in the exercise of its 
functions;
(d) The right to provide additional information and to request the collection and 
documentation of additional facts it believes are relevant to the inspection;
(e) The right to examine all photographic and measurement products as well as samples 
and to retain any photographs or parts thereof showing sensitive sites not related to the 
purpose of the inspection. The inspected State Party shall have the right to receive 
duplicate copies of all photographic and measurement products. The inspected State Party 
shall have the right to retain photographic originals and first-generation photographic 
products and to put photographs or parts thereof under joint seal within its territory. The 
inspected State Party shall have the right to provide its own camera operator to take 
still/video photographs as requested by the inspection team. Otherwise, these functions 
shall be performed by members of the inspection team;
(f) The right to provide the inspection team, from its national monitoring networks and from 
other sources, with data and explanations on the nature of the event that triggered the 
request; and
(g) The obligation to provide the inspection team with such clarification as may be 
necessary to resolve any ambiguities that arise during the inspection.

Communications

62. The members of the inspection team shall have the right at all times during the on-site 
inspection to communicate with each other and with the Technical Secretariat. For this 
purpose they may use their own duly approved and certified equipment with the consent of 
the inspected State Party, to the extent that the inspected State Party does not provide 
them with access to other telecommunications.

Observer

63. In accordance with Article IV, paragraph 61, the requesting State Party shall liaise with 
the Technical Secretariat to co-ordinate the arrival of the observer at the same point of 
entry or basing point as the inspection team within a reasonable period of the arrival of the 
inspection team.

64. The observer shall have the right throughout the inspection to be in communication 
with the embassy of the requesting State Party located in the inspected State Party or, in 
the case of absence of an embassy, with the requesting State Party itself.

65. The observer shall have the right to arrive at the inspection area and to have access to 
and within the inspection area as granted by the inspected State Party.

66. The observer shall have the right to make recommendations to the inspection team 
throughout the inspection.

67. Throughout the inspection, the inspection team shall keep the observer informed about 
the conduct of the inspection and the findings.

68. Throughout the inspection, the inspected State Party shall provide or arrange for the 
amenities necessary for the observer similar to those enjoyed by the inspection team as 
described in paragraph 11. All costs in connection with the stay of the observer on the 
territory of the inspected State Party shall be borne by the requesting State Party.



Inspection Activities and Techniques

69. The following inspection activities may be conducted and techniques used, in 
accordance with the provisions on managed access, on collection, handling and analysis 
of samples, and on overflights:

(a) Position finding from the air and at the surface to confirm the boundaries of the 
inspection area and establish co-ordinates of locations therein, in support of the inspection 
activities;
(b) Visual observation, video and still photography and multi-spectral imaging, including 
infrared measurements, at and below the surface, and from the air, to search for 
anomalies or artifacts;
(c) Measurement of levels of radioactivity above, at and below the surface, using gamma 
radiation monitoring and energy resolution analysis from the air, and at or under the 
surface, to search for and identify radiation anomalies;
(d) Environmental sampling and analysis of solids, liquids and gases from above, at and 
below the surface to detect anomalies;
(e) Passive seismological monitoring for aftershocks to localize the search area and 
facilitate determination of the nature of an event;
(f) Resonance seismometry and active seismic surveys to search for and locate 
underground anomalies, including cavities and rubble zones;
(g) Magnetic and gravitational field mapping, ground penetrating radar and electrical 
conductivity measurements at the surface and from the air, as appropriate, to detect 
anomalies or artifacts; and
(h) Drilling to obtain radioactive samples.

70. Up to 25 days after the approval of the on–site inspection in accordance with Article IV, 
paragraph 46, the inspection team shall have the right to conduct any of the activities and 
use any of the techniques listed in paragraph 69 (a) to (e). Following the approval of the 
continuation of the inspection in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 47, the inspection 
team shall have the right to conduct any of the activities and use any of the techniques 
listed in paragraph 69 (a) to (g). The inspection team shall only conduct drilling after the 
approval of the Executive Council in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 48. If the 
inspection team requests an extension of the inspection duration in accordance with Article 
IV, paragraph 49, it shall indicate in its request which of the activities and techniques listed 
in paragraph 69 it intends to carry out in order to be able to fulfil its mandate.

Overflights

71. The inspection team shall have the right to conduct an overflight over the inspection 
area during the on-site inspection for the purposes of providing the inspection team with a 
general orientation of the inspection area, narrowing down and optimizing the locations for 
ground-based inspection and facilitating the collection of factual evidence, using 
equipment specified in paragraph 79.

72. The overflight shall be conducted as soon as practically possible. The total duration of 
the overflight over the inspection area shall be no more than 12 hours.

73. Additional overflights using equipment specified in paragraphs 79 and 80 may be 
conducted subject to the agreement of the inspected State Party.



74. The area to be covered by overflights shall not extend beyond the inspection area.

75. The inspected State Party shall have the right to impose restrictions or, in exceptional 
cases and with reasonable justification, prohibitions on the overflight of sensitive sites not 
related to the purpose of the inspection. Restrictions may relate to the flight altitude, the 
number of passes and circling, the duration of hovering, the type of aircraft, the number of 
inspectors on board, and the type of measurements or observations. If the inspection team 
considers that the restrictions or prohibitions on the overflight of sensitive sites may 
impede the fulfilment of its mandate, the inspected State Party shall make every 
reasonable effort to provide alternative means of inspection.

76. Overflights shall be conducted according to a flight plan duly filed and approved in 
accordance with aviation rules and regulations of the inspected State Party. Flight safety 
regulations of the inspected State Party shall be strictly observed throughout all flying 
operations.

77. During overflights landing should normally be authorized only for purposes of staging 
or refuelling.

78. Overflights shall be conducted at altitudes as requested by the inspection team 
consistent with the activities to be conducted, visibility conditions, as well as the aviation 
and the safety regulations of the inspected State Party and its right to protect sensitive 
information not related to the purposes of the inspection. Overflights shall be conducted up 
to a maximum altitude of 1500 metres above the surface.

79. For the overflight conducted pursuant to paragraphs 71 and 72, the following 
equipment may be used on board the aircraft:

(a) Field glasses;
(b) Passive location-finding equipment;
(c) Video cameras; and
(d) Hand-held still cameras.
80. For any additional overflights conducted pursuant to paragraph 73, inspectors on 
board the aircraft may also use portable, easily installed equipment for:

(a) Multi-spectral (including infrared) imagery;
(b) Gamma spectroscopy; and
(c) Magnetic field mapping.

81. Overflights shall be conducted with a relatively slow fixed or rotary wing aircraft. The 
aircraft shall afford a broad, unobstructed view of the surface below.

82. The inspected State Party shall have the right to provide its own aircraft, pre-equipped 
as appropriate in accordance with the technical requirements of the relevant operational 
manual, and crew. Otherwise, the aircraft shall be provided or rented by the Technical 
Secretariat.

83. If the aircraft is provided or rented by the Technical Secretariat, the inspected State 
Party shall have the right to check the aircraft to ensure that it is equipped with approved 
inspection equipment. Such checking shall be completed within the time-frame specified in 
paragraph 57.



84. Personnel on board the aircraft shall consist of:

(a) The minimum number of flight crew consistent with the safe operation of the aircraft;
(b) Up to four members of the inspection team;
(c) Up to two representatives of the inspected State Party;
(d) An observer, if any, subject to the agreement of the inspected State Party; and
(e) An interpreter, if necessary.

85. Procedures for the implementation of overflights shall be detailed in the Operational 
Manual for On-Site Inspections.

Managed Access

86. The inspection team shall have the right to access the inspection area in accordance 
with the provisions of the Treaty and this Protocol.

87. The inspected State Party shall provide access within the inspection area in 
accordance with the time-frame specified in paragraph 57.

88. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 57 and paragraph 86 above, the rights and 
obligations of the inspected State Party shall include:

(a) The right to take measures to protect sensitive installations and locations in accordance 
with this Protocol;
(b) The obligation, when access is restricted within the inspection area, to make every 
reasonable effort to satisfy the requirements of the inspection mandate through alternative 
means. Resolving any questions regarding one or more aspects of the inspection shall not 
delay or interfere with the conduct of the inspection team of other aspects of the 
inspection; and
(c) The right to make the final decision regarding any access of the inspection team, taking 
into account its obligations under this Treaty and the provisions on managed access.

89. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 57 (b) and paragraph 88 (a) above, the inspected 
State Party shall have the right throughout the inspection area to take measures to protect 
sensitive installations and locations and to prevent disclosure of confidential information 
not related to the purpose of the inspection. Such measures may include, inter alia:

(a) Shrouding of sensitive displays, stores, and equipment;
(b) Restricting measurements of radionuclide activity and nuclear radiation to determining 
the presence or absence of those types and energies of radiation relevant to the purpose 
of the inspection;
(c) Restricting the taking of or analysing of samples to determining the presence or 
absence of radioactive or other products relevant to the purpose of the inspection;
(d) Managing access to buildings and other structures in accordance with paragraphs 90 
and 91; and
(e) Declaring restricted-access sites in accordance with paragraphs 92 to 96.

90. Access to buildings and other structures shall be deferred until after the approval of the 
continuation of the on-site inspection in accordance with Article IV, paragraph 47, except 
for access to buildings and other structures housing the entrance to a mine, other 
excavations, or caverns of large volume not otherwise accessible. For such buildings and 



structures, the inspection team shall have the right only of transit, as directed by the 
inspected State Party, in order to enter such mines, caverns or other excavations.

91. If, following the approval of the continuation of the inspection in accordance with Article 
IV, paragraph 47, the inspection team demonstrates credibly to the inspected State Party 
that access to buildings and other structures is necessary to fulfil the inspection mandate 
and that the necessary activities authorized in the mandate could not be carried out from 
the outside, the inspection team shall have the right to gain access to such buildings or 
other structures. The head of the inspection team shall request access to a specific 
building or structure indicating the purpose of such access, the specific number of 
inspectors, as well as the intended activities. The modalities for access shall be subject to 
negotiation between the inspection team and the inspected State Party. The inspected 
State Party shall have the right to impose restrictions or, in exceptional cases and with 
reasonable justification, prohibitions, on the access to buildings and other structures.

92. When restricted-access sites are declared pursuant to paragraph 89 (e), each such 
site shall be no larger than four square kilometres. The inspected State Party has the right 
to declare up to 50 square kilometres of restricted-access sites. If more than one 
restricted-access site is declared, each such site shall be separated from any other such 
site by a minimum distance of 20 metres. Each restricted-access site shall have clearly 
defined and accessible boundaries.

93. The size, location, and boundaries of restricted-access sites shall be presented to the 
head of the inspection team no later than the time that the inspection team seeks access 
to a location that contains all or part of such a site.

94. The inspection team shall have the right to place equipment and take other steps 
necessary to conduct its inspection up to the boundary of a restricted--access site.

95. The inspection team shall be permitted to observe visually all open places within the 
restricted-access site from the boundary of the site.

96. The inspection team shall make every reasonable effort to fulfil the inspection mandate 
outside the declared restricted-access sites prior to requesting access to such sites. If at 
any time the inspection team demonstrates credibly to the inspected State Party that the 
necessary activities authorized in the mandate could not be carried out from the outside 
and that access to a restricted-access site is necessary to fulfil the mandate, some 
members of the inspection team shall be granted access to accomplish specific tasks 
within the site. The inspected State Party shall have the right to shroud or otherwise 
protect sensitive equipment, objects and materials not related to the purpose of the 
inspection. The number of inspectors shall be kept to the minimum necessary to complete 
the tasks related to the inspection. The modalities for such access shall be subject to 
negotiation between the inspection team and the inspected State Party.

Collection, Handling and Analysis of Samples

97. Subject to paragraphs 86 to 96 and 98 to 100, the inspection team shall have the right 
to collect and remove relevant samples from the inspection area.

98. Whenever possible, the inspection team shall analyse samples on-site. 
Representatives of the inspected State Party shall have the right to be present when 
samples are analysed on-site. At the request of the inspection team, the inspected State 



Party shall, in accordance with agreed procedures, provide assistance for the analysis of 
samples on-site. The inspection team shall have the right to transfer samples for off-site 
analysis at laboratories designated by the Organization only if it demonstrates that the 
necessary sample analysis can not be performed on-site.

99. The inspected State Party shall have the right to retain portions of all samples 
collected when these samples are analysed and may take duplicate samples.

100. The inspected State Party shall have the right to request that any unused samples or 
portions thereof be returned.

101. The designated laboratories shall conduct chemical and physical analysis of the 
samples transferred for off-site analysis. Details of such analysis shall be elaborated in the 
Operational Manual for On-Site Inspections.

102. The Director-General shall have the primary responsibility for the security, integrity 
and preservation of samples and for ensuring that the confidentiality of samples 
transferred for off–site analysis is protected. The Director-General shall do so in 
accordance with procedures contained in the Operational Manual for On-Site Inspections. 
The Director-General shall, in any case:

(a) Establish a stringent regime governing the collection, handling, transport and analysis 
of samples;
(b) Certify the laboratories designated to perform different types of analysis;
(c) Oversee the standardization of equipment and procedures at these designated 
laboratories and of mobile analytical equipment and procedures;
(d) Monitor quality control and overall standards in relation to the certification of these 
laboratories and in relation to mobile equipment and procedures; and
(e) Select from among the designated laboratories those which shall perform analytical or 
other functions in relation to specific investigations.

103. When off-site analysis is to be performed, samples shall be analysed in at least two 
designated laboratories. The Technical Secretariat shall ensure the expeditious processing 
of the analysis. The samples shall be accounted for by the Technical Secretariat and any 
unused samples or portions thereof shall be returned to the Technical Secretariat.

104. The Technical Secretariat shall compile the results of the laboratory analysis of 
samples relevant to the purpose of the inspection. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 63, the 
Director-General shall transmit any such results promptly to the inspected State Party for 
comments and thereafter to the Executive Council and to all other States Parties and shall 
include detailed information concerning the equipment and methodology employed by the 
designated laboratories.

Conduct of Inspections in Areas beyond the Jurisdiction
or Control of any State

105. In case of an on-site inspection in an area beyond the jurisdiction or control of any 
State, the Director-General shall consult with the appropriate States Parties and agree on 
any transit or basing points to facilitate a speedy arrival of the inspection team in the 
inspection area.

106. The States Parties on whose territory transit or basing points are located shall, as far 
as possible, assist in facilitating the inspection, including transporting the inspection team, 



its baggage and equipment to the inspection area, as well as providing the relevant 
amenities specified in paragraph 11. The Organization shall reimburse assisting States 
Parties for all costs incurred.

107. Subject to the approval of the Executive Council, the Director-General may negotiate 
standing arrangements with States Parties to facilitate assistance in the event of an on-site 
inspection in an area beyond the jurisdiction or control of any State.

108. In cases where one or more States Parties have conducted an investigation of an 
ambiguous event in an area beyond the jurisdiction or control of any State before a 
request is made for an on-site inspection in that area, any results of such investigation 
may be taken into account by the Executive Council in its deliberations pursuant to Article 
IV.

Post-Inspection Procedures

109. Upon conclusion of the inspection, the inspection team shall meet with the 
representative of the inspected State Party to review the preliminary findings of the 
inspection team and to clarify any ambiguities. The inspection team shall provide the 
representative of the inspected State Party with its preliminary findings in written form 
according to a standardized format, together with a list of any samples and other material 
taken from the inspection area pursuant to paragraph 98. The document shall be signed by 
the head of the inspection team. In order to indicate that he or she has taken notice of the 
contents of the document, the representative of the inspected State Party shall countersign 
the document. The meeting shall be completed no later than 24 hours after the conclusion 
of the inspection.

Departure

110. Upon completion of the post-inspection procedures, the inspection team and the 
observer shall leave, as soon as possible, the territory of the inspected State Party. The 
inspected State Party shall do everything in its power to provide assistance and to ensure 
the safe conduct of the inspection team, equipment and baggage to the point of exit. 
Unless agreed otherwise by the inspected State Party and the inspection team, the point 
of exit used shall be the same as the point of entry.

Part III
Confidence–building measures

1. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 68, each State Party shall, on a voluntary basis, 
provide the Technical Secretariat with notification of any chemical explosion using 300 
tonnes or greater of TNT-equivalent blasting material detonated as a single explosion 
anywhere on its territory, or at any place under its jurisdiction or control. If possible, such 
notification shall be provided in advance. Such notification shall include details on location, 
time, quantity and type of explosive used, as well as on the configuration and intended 
purpose of the blast.

2. Each State Party shall, on a voluntary basis, as soon as possible after the entry into 
force of this Treaty provide to the Technical Secretariat, and at annual intervals thereafter 
update, information related to its national use of all other chemical explosions greater than 
300 tonnes TNT-equivalent. In particular, the State Party shall seek to advise:

(a) The geographic locations of sites where the explosions originate;



(b) The nature of activities producing them and the general profile and frequency of such 
explosions;
(c) Any other relevant detail, if available; and

to assist the Technical Secretariat in clarifying the origins of any such event detected by 
the International Monitoring System.

3. A State Party may, on a voluntary and mutually-acceptable basis, invite representatives 
of the Technical Secretariat or of other States Parties to visit sites within its territory 
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2.

4. For the purpose of calibrating the International Monitoring System, States Parties may 
liaise with the Technical Secretariat to carry out chemical calibration explosions or to 
provide relevant information on chemical explosions planned for other purposes.

Annex 1 to the Protocol

Table 1-A
List of Seismological Stations Comprising the Primary Network

State responsible 
for station

Location Latitude Longitude Type

1 Argentina PLCA
Paso Flores

40.7 S 70.6 W 3–C

2 Australia WRA
Warramunga, NT

19.9 S 134.3 E array

3 Australia ASAR
Alice Springs, NT

23.7 S 133.9 E array

4 Australia STKA
Stephens Creek, 
SA

31.9 S 141.6 E 3–C

5 Australia MAW
Mawson, 
Antarctica

67.6 S 62.9 E 3–C

6 Bolivia LPAZ
La Paz

16.3 S 68.1 W 3–C

7 Brazil BDFB
Brasilia

15.6 S 48.0 W 3–C

8 Canada ULMC
Lac du Bonnet, 
Man.

50.2 N 95.9 W 3–C

9 Canada YKAC
Yellowknife, 
N.W.T.

62.5 N 114.6 W array

10 Canada SCH
Schefferville, 
Quebec

54.8 N 66.8 W 3–C



11 Central African 
Republic

BGCA
Bangui

05.2 N 18.4 E 3–C

12 China HAI
Hailar

49.3 N 119.7 E 3–C > array

13 China LZH
Lanzhou

36.1 N 103.8 E 3–C > array

14 Colombia XSA
El Rosal

04.9 N 74.3 W 3–C

15 Côte d'Ivoire DBIC
Dimbroko

06.7 N 04.9 W 3–C

16 Egypt LXEG
Luxor

26.0 N 33.0 E array

17 Finland FINES
Lahti

61.4 N 26.1 E array

18 France PPT
Tahiti

17.6 S 149.6 W 3–C

19 Germany GEC2
Freyung

48.9 N 13.7 E array

20 To be 
determined

To be determined To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

21 Iran (Islamic Republic 
of)

THR
Tehran

35.8 N 51.4 E 3–C 

22 Japan MJAR
Matsushiro

36.5 N 138.2 E array

23 Kazakstan MAK
Makanchi

46.8 N 82.0 E array

24 Kenya KMBO
Kilimambogo

01.1 S 37.2 E 3–C

25 Mongolia JAVM
Javhlant

48.0 N 106.8 E 3–C > array

26 Niger New Site to be 
determined

to be 
determined

3–C > array

27 Norway NAO
Hamar

60.8 N 10.8 E array

28 Norway ARAO
Karasjok

69.5 N 25.5 E array

29 Pakistan PRPK
Pari

33.7 N 73.3 E array

30 Paraguay CPUP
Villa Florida

26.3 S 57.3 W 3–C

31 Republic of 
Korea

KSRS
Wonju

37.5 N 127.9 E array

32 Russian KBZ 43.7 N 42.9 E 3–C



Federation Khabaz
33 Russian 

Federation
ZAL
Zalesovo

53.9 N 84.8 E 3–C > array

34 Russian 
Federation

NRI
Norilsk

69.0 N 88.0 E 3–C

35 Russian 
Federation

PDY
Peleduy

59.6 N 112.6 E 3–C > array

36 Russian 
Federation

PET
Petropavlovsk–
Kamchatskiy

53.1 N 157.8 E 3–C > array

37 Russian 
Federation

USK
Ussuriysk

44.2 N 132.0 E 3–C > array

38 Saudi Arabia New Site to be 
determined

to be 
determined

array

39 South Africa BOSA
Boshof

28.6 S 25.6 E 3–C

40 Spain ESDC
Sonseca

39.7 N 04.0 W array

41 Thailand CMTO
Chiang Mai

18.8 N 99.0 E array

42 Tunisia THA
Thala

35.6 N 08.7 E 3–C

43 Turkey BRTR
Belbashi
The array is 
subject to 
relocation at 
Keskin

39.9 N 32.8 E array

44 Turkmenistan GEYT
Alibeck

37.9 N 58.1 E array

45 Ukraine AKASG
Malin

50.4 N 29.1 E array

46 United States 
of America

LJTX
Lajitas, TX

29.3 N 103.7 W array

47 United States 
of America

MNV
Mina, NV

38.4 N 118.2 W array

48 United States 
of America

PIWY
Pinedale, WY

42.8 N 109.6 W array

49 United States of 
America

ELAK
Eielson, AK

64.8 N 146.9 W array

50 United States of 
America

VNDA
Vanda, Antarctica

77.5 S 161.9 E 3–C

Key: 3–C > array: Indicates that the site could start operations in the International 
Monitoring System as a three–component station and be upgraded to an array at a later 



time.
Table 1–B

List of Seismological Stations Comprising the Auxiliary Network

State responsible 
for station

Location Latitude Longitude Type

1 Argentina CFA
Coronel Fontana

31.6 S 68.2 W 3–C

2 Argentina USHA
Ushuaia

55.0 S 68.0 W 3–C

3 Armenia GNI
Garni

40.1 N 44.7 E 3–C

4 Australia CTA
Charters Towers, 
QLD

20.1 S 146.3 E 3–C

5 Australia FITZ
Fitzroy Crossing, 
WA

18.1 S 125.6 E 3–C

6 Australia NWAO
Narrogin, WA

32.9 S 117.2 E 3–C

7 Bangladesh CHT
Chittagong

22.4 N 91.8 E 3–C

8 Bolivia SIV
San Ignacio

16.0 S 61.1 W 3–C

9 Botswana LBTB
Lobatse

25.0 S 25.6 E 3–C

10 Brazil PTGA
Pitinga

0.7 S 60.0 W 3–C

11 Brazil RGNB
Rio Grande do 
Norte

6.9 S 37.0 W 3–C

12 Canada FRB
Iqaluit, N.W.T.

63.7 N 68.5 W 3–C

13 Canada DLBC
Dease Lake, 
B.C.

58.4 N 130.0 W 3–C

14 Canada SADO
Sadowa, Ont.

44.8 N 79.1 W 3–C

15 Canada BBB
Bella Bella, B.C.

52.2 N 128.1 W 3–C

16 Canada MBC
Mould Bay, 
N.W.T.

76.2 N 119.4 W 3–C

17 Canada INK 68.3 N 133.5 W 3–C



Inuvik, N.W.T.
18 Chile RPN

Easter Island
27.2 S 109.4 W 3–C

19 Chile LVC
Limon Verde

22.6 S 68.9 W 3–C

20 China BJT
Baijiatuan

40.0 N 116.2 E 3–C

21 China KMI
Kunming

25.2 N 102.8 E 3–C

22 China SSE
Sheshan

31.1 N 121.2 E 3–C

23 China XAN
Xi'an

34.0 N 108.9 E 3–C

24 Cook Islands RAR
Rarotonga

21.2 S 159.8 W 3–C

25 Costa Rica JTS
Las Juntas de
Abangares

10.3 N 85.0 W 3–C

26 Czech Republic VRAC
Vranov

49.3 N 16.6 E 3–C

27 Denmark SFJ
Søndre 
Strømfjord, 
Greenland

67.0 N 50.6 W 3–C

28 Djibouti ATD
Arta Tunnel

11.5 N 42.9 E 3–C

29 Egypt KEG
Kottamya

29.9 N 31.8 E 3–C

30 Ethiopia FURI
Furi

8.9 N 38.7 E 3–C

31 Fiji MSVF
Monasavu, Viti 
Levu

17.8 S 178.1 E 3–C

32 France NOUC
Port Laguerre, 
New Caledonia

22.1 S 166.3 E 3–C

33 France KOG
Kourou, French 
Guiana

5.2 N 52.7 W 3–C

34 Gabon BAMB
Bambay

1.7 S 13.6 E 3–C

35 Germany/
South Africa

–––
SANAE Station, 
Antarctica

71.7 S 2.9 W 3–C



36 Greece IDI
Anogia, Crete

35.3 N 24.9 E 3–C

37 Guatemala RDG
Rabir

15.0 N 90.5 W 3–C

38 Iceland BORG
Borgarnes

64.8 N 21.3 W 3–C

39 To be determined To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

To be 
determined

40 Indonesia PACI
Cibinong, 
Jawa Barat

6.5 S 107.0 E 3–C

41 Indonesia JAY
Jayapura, Irian 
Jaya

2.5 S 140.7 E 3–C

42 Indonesia SWI
Sorong, Irian 
Jaya

0.9 S 131.3 E 3–C

43 Indonesia PSI
Parapat, 
Sumatera

2.7 N 98.9 E 3–C

44 Indonesia KAPI
Kappang, 
Sulawesi Selatan

5.0 S 119.8 E 3–C

45 Indonesia KUG
Kupang, 
Nusatenggara 
Timur

10.2 S 123.6 E 3–C

46 Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

KRM
Kerman

30.3 N 57.1 E 3–C

47 Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)

MSN
Masjed–e–
Soleyman

31.9 N 49.3 E 3–C

48 Israel MBH
Eilath

29.8 N 34.9 E 3–C

49 Israel PARD
Parod

32.6 N 35.3 E array

50 Italy ENAS
Enna, Sicily

37.5 N 14.3 E 3–C

51 Japan JNU
Ohita, Kyushu

33.1 N 130.9 E 3–C

52 Japan JOW
Kunigami, 
Okinawa

26.8 N 128.3 E 3–C

53 Japan JHJ
Hachijojima,

33.1 N 139.8 E 3–C



Izu Islands
54 Japan JKA

Kamikawa–
asahi, Hokkaido

44.1 N 142.6 E 3–C

55 Japan JCJ
Chichijima,
Ogasawara

27.1 N 142.2 E 3–C

56 Jordan –––
Ashqof

32.5 N 37.6 E 3–C

57 Kazakstan BRVK
Borovoye

53.1 N 70.3 E array

58 Kazakstan KURK
Kurchatov 

50.7 N 78.6 E array

59 Kazakstan AKTO
Aktyubinsk

50.4 N 58.0 E 3–C

60 Kyrgyzstan AAK
Ala–Archa

42.6 N 74.5 E 3–C

61 Madagascar TAN
Antananarivo

18.9 S 47.6 E 3–C

62 Mali KOWA
Kowa

14.5 N 4.0 W 3–C

63 Mexico TEYM
Tepich, Yucatan

20.2 N 88.3 W 3–C

64 Mexico TUVM
Tuzandepeti,
Veracruz

18.0 N 94.4 W 3–C

65 Mexico LPBM
La Paz, Baja 
California Sur

24.2 N 110.2 W 3–C

66 Morocco MDT
Midelt

32.8 N 4.6 W 3–C

67 Namibia TSUM
Tsumeb

19.1 S 17.4 E 3–C

68 Nepal EVN
Everest

28.0 N 86.8 E 3–C

69 New Zealand EWZ
Erewhon,
South Island

43.5 S 170.9 E 3–C

70 New Zealand RAO
Raoul Island

29.2 S 177.9 W 3–C

71 New Zealand URZ
Urewera,
North Island

38.3 S 177.1 E 3–C

72 Norway SPITS 78.2 N 16.4 E array



Spitsbergen
73 Norway JMI

Jan Mayen 
70.9 N 8.7 W 3–C

74 Oman WSAR
Wadi Sarin

23.0 N 58.0 E 3–C

75 Papua New Guinea PMG
Port Moresby

9.4 S 147.2 E 3–C

76 Papua New Guinea BIAL
Bialla

5.3 S 151.1 E 3–C

77 Peru CAJP
Cajamarca

7.0 S 78.0 W 3–C

78 Peru NNA
Nana

12.0 S 76.8 W 3–C

79 Philippines DAV
Davao, 
Mindanao

7.1 N 125.6 E 3–C

80 Philippines TGY
Tagaytay, Luzon

14.1 N 120.9 E 3–C

81 Romania MLR
Muntele Rosu

45.5 N 25.9 E 3–C

82 Russian 
Federation

KIRV
Kirov

58.6 N 49.4 E 3–C

83 Russian 
Federation

KIVO
Kislovodsk

44.0 N 42.7 E array

84 Russian 
Federation

OBN
Obninsk

55.1 N 36.6 E 3–C

85 Russian 
Federation

ARU
Arti

56.4 N 58.6 E 3–C

86 Russian 
Federation

SEY
Seymchan

62.9 N 152.4 E 3–C

87 Russian 
Federation

TLY
Talaya

51.7 N 103.6 E 3–C

88 Russian 
Federation

YAK
Yakutsk

62.0N 129.7 E 3–C

89 Russian 
Federation

URG
Urgal

51.1N 132.3 E 3–C

90 Russian 
Federation

BIL
Bilibino

68.0 N 166.4 E 3–C

91 Russian 
Federation

TIXI
Tiksi

71.6 N 128.9 E 3–C

92 Russian 
Federation

YSS
Yuzhno–
Sakhalinsk

47.0 N 142.8 E 3–C



93 Russian 
Federation

MA2
Magadan

59.6 N 150.8 E 3–C

94 Russian 
Federation

ZIL
Zilim

53.9 N 57.0 E 3–C

95 Samoa AFI
Afiamalu

13.9 S 171.8 W 3–C

96 Saudi Arabia RAYN
Ar Rayn

23.6 N 45.6 E 3–C

97 Senegal MBO
Mbour

14.4 N 17.0 W 3–C

98 Solomon Islands HNR
Honiara, 
Guadalcanal

9.4 S 160.0 E 3–C

99 South Africa SUR
Sutherland

32.4 S 20.8 E 3–C

100 Sri Lanka COC
Colombo

6.9 N 79.9 E 3–C

101 Sweden HFS
Hagfors

60.1 N 13.7 E array

102 Switzerland DAVOS
Davos

46.8 N 9.8 E 3–C

103 Uganda MBRU
Mbarara

0.4 S 30.4 E 3–C

104 United Kingdom EKA
Eskdalemuir

55.3 N 3.2 W array

105 United States 
of America

GUMO
Guam, Marianas
Islands

13.6 N 144.9 E 3–C

106 United States 
of America

PMSA
Palmer Station, 
Antarctica

64.8 S 64.1 W 3–C

107 United States 
of America

TKL
Tuckaleechee
Caverns, TN

35.7 N 83.8 W 3–C

108 United States 
of America

PFCA
Piñon Flat, CA

33.6 N 116.5 W 3–C

109 United States 
of America

YBH
Yreka, CA

41.7 N 122.7 W 3–C

110 United States 
of America

KDC
Kodiak Island, 
AK

57.8 N 152.5 W 3–C

111 United States 
of America

ALQ
Albuquerque, 
NM

35.0 N 106.5 W 3–C



112 United States 
of America

ATTU
Attu Island, AK

52.8 N 172.7 E 3–C

113 United States 
of America

ELK
Elko, NV

40.7 N 115.2 W 3–C

114 United States 
of America

SPA
South Pole,
Antarctica

90.0 S – – 3–C

115 United States 
of America

NEW
Newport, WA

48.3 N 117.1 W 3–C

116 United States 
of America

SJG
San Juan, PR

18.1 N 66.2 W 3–C

117 Venezuela SDV
Santo Domingo

8.9 N 70.6 W 3–C

118 Venezuela PCRV
Puerto la Cruz

10.2 N 64.6 W 3–C

119 Zambia LSZ
Lusaka

15.3 S 28.2 E 3–C

120 Zimbabwe BUL
Bulawayo

to be
advised

to be
advised

3–C

Table 2–A
List of Radionuclide Stations

State responsible 
for station

Location Latitude Longitude

1 Argentina Buenos Aires 34.0 S 58.0W
2 Argentina Salta 24.0 S 65.0 W
3 Argentina Bariloche 41.1 S 71.3 W
4 Australia Melbourne, VIC 37.5 S 144.6 E
5 Australia Mawson, Antarctica 67.6 S 62.5 E
6 Australia Townsville, QLD 19.2 S 146.8 E
7 Australia Macquarie Island 54.0 S 159.0 E
8 Australia Cocos Islands 12.0 S 97.0 E
9 Australia Darwin, NT 12.4 S 130.7 E
10 Australia Perth, WA 31.9 S 116.0 E
11 Brazil Rio de Janeiro 22.5 S 43.1 W
12 Brazil Recife 8.0 S 35.0 W
13 Cameroon Douala 4.2 N 9.9 E
14 Canada Vancouver, B.C. 49.3 N 123.2 W
15 Canada Resolute, N.W.T. 74.7 N 94.9 W



16 Canada Yellowknife, N.W.T. 62.5 N 114.5 W
17 Canada St. John's, N.L. 47.0 N 53.0 W
18 Chile Punta Arenas 53.1 S 70.6 W
19 Chile Hanga Roa,

Easter Island
27.1 S 108.4 W

20 China Beijing 39.8 N 116.2 E
21 China Lanzhou 35.8 N 103.3 E
22 China Guangzhou 23.0 N 113.3 E
23 Cook Islands Rarotonga 21.2 S 159.8 W
24 Ecuador Isla San Cristóbal, 

Galápagos Islands
1.0 S 89.2 W

25 Ethiopia Filtu 5.5 N 42.7 E
26 Fiji Nadi 18.0 S 177.5 E
27 France Papeete, Tahiti 17.0 S 150.0 W
28 France Pointe–à–Pitre,

Guadeloupe
17.0 N 62.0 W

29 France Réunion 21.1 S 55.6 E
30 France Port–aux–Français,

Kerguelen 
49.0 S 70.0 E

31 France Cayenne, 
French Guiana

5.0 N 52.0 W

32 France Dumont d'Urville,
Antarctica

66.0 S 140.0 E

33 Germany Schauinsland/
Freiburg

47.9 N 7.9 E

34 Iceland Reykjavik 64.4 N 21.9 W
35 To be determined To be determined To be determined To be determined
36 Iran (Islamic 

Republic of)
Tehran 35.0 N 52.0 E

37 Japan Okinawa 26.5 N 127.9 E
38 Japan Takasaki, Gunma 36.3 N 139.0 E
39 Kiribati Kiritimati 2.0 N 157.0 W
40 Kuwait Kuwait City 29.0 N 48.0 E
41 Libya Misratah 32.5 N 15.0 E
42 Malaysia Kuala Lumpur 2.6 N 101.5 E
43 Mauritania Nouakchott 18.0 N 17.0 W
44 Mexico Baja California 28.0 N 113.0 W
45 Mongolia Ulaanbaatar 47.5 N 107.0 E
46 New Zealand Chatham Island 44.0 S 176.5 W
47 New Zealand Kaitaia 35.1 S 173.3 E



48 Niger Bilma 18.0 N 13.0 E
49 Norway Spitsbergen 78.2 N 16.4 E
50 Panama Panama City 8.9 N 79.6 W
51 Papua New Guinea New Hanover 3.0 S 150.0 E
52 Philippines Quezon City 14.5 N 121.0 E
53 Portugal Ponta Delgada,

São Miguel, Azores
37.4 N 25.4 W

54 Russian 
Federation

Kirov 58.6 N 49.4 E

55 Russian 
Federation

Norilsk 69.0 N 88.0E

56 Russian 
Federation

Peleduy 59.6 N 112.6 E

57 Russian 
Federation

Bilibino 68.0 N 166.4 E

58 Russian 
Federation

Ussuriysk 43.7 N 131.9 E

59 Russian 
Federation

Zalesovo 53.9 N 84.8 E

60 Russian 
Federation

Petropavlovsk–
Kamchatskiy

53.1 N 158.8 E

61 Russian 
Federation

Dubna 56.7 N 37.3 E

62 South Africa Marion Island 46.5 S 37.0 E
63 Sweden Stockholm 59.4 N 18.0 E
64 Tanzania Dar es Salaam 6.0 S 39.0 E
65 Thailand Bangkok 13.8 N 100.5 E
66 United Kingdom BIOT/Chagos

Archipelago
7.0 S 72.0 E

67 United Kingdom St. Helena 16.0 S 6.0 W
68 United Kingdom Tristan da Cunha 37.0 S 12.3 W
69 United Kingdom Halley, Antarctica 76.0 S 28.0 W
70 United States 

of America
Sacramento, CA 38.7 N 121.4 W

71 United States 
of America

Sand Point, AK 55.0 N 160.0 W

72 United States 
of America

Melbourne, FL 28.3 N 80.6 W

73 United States 
of America

Palmer Station,
Antarctica

64.5 S 64.0 W

74 United States 
of America

Ashland, KS 37.2 N 99.8 W



75 United States 
of America

Charlottesville, VA 38.0 N 78.0 W

76 United States 
of America

Salchaket, AK 64.4 N 147.1 W

77 United States 
of America

Wake Island 19.3 N 166.6 E

78 United States 
of America

Midway Islands 28.0 N 177.0 W

79 United States 
of America

Oahu, HI 21.5 N 158.0 W

80 United States 
of America

Upi, Guam 13.7 N 144.9 E

Table 2–B
List of Radionuclide Laboratories

State responsible for laboratory Name and place of 
laboratory

1 Argentina National Board of Nuclear 
Regulation

Buenos Aires
2 Australia Australian Radiation 

Laboratory
Melbourne, VIC

3 Austria Austrian Research Center
Seibersdorf

4 Brazil Institute of Radiation 
Protection and Dosimetry

Rio de Janeiro
5 Canada Health Canada

Ottawa, Ont.
6 China Beijing
7 Finland Centre for Radiation and 

Nuclear Safety
Helsinki

8 France Atomic Energy Commission
Montlhéry

9 Israel Soreq Nuclear Research 
Centre
Yavne

10 Italy Laboratory of the National 
Agency for the Protection of 

the Environment 
Rome



11 Japan Japan Atomic Energy 
Research Institute

Tokai, Ibaraki 
12 New Zealand National Radiation Laboratory

Christchurch
13 Russian Federation Central Radiation Control 

Laboratory, 
Ministry of Defence

Special Verification Service
Moscow

14 South Africa Atomic Energy Corporation
Pelindaba

15 United Kingdom AWE Blacknest
Chilton

16 United States of America McClellan Central Laboratories
Sacramento, CA

Table 3
List of Hydroacoustic Stations

State responsible for 
station

Location Latitude Longitude Type

1 Australia Cape Leeuwin, 
WA

34.4 S 115.1 E Hydrophone

2 Canada Queen 
Charlotte 
Islands, B.C.

53.3 N 132.5 W T–phase

3 Chile Juan 
Fernández 
Island

33.7 S 78.8 W Hydrophone

4 France Crozet Islands 46.5 S 52.2 E Hydrophone
5 France Guadeloupe 16.3 N 61.1 W T–phase
6 Mexico Clarión Island 18.2 N 114.6 W T–phase
7 Portugal Flores 39.3 N 31.3 W T–phase
8 United Kingdom BIOT/Chagos 

Archipelago
7.3 S 72.4 E Hydrophone

9 United Kingdom Tristan da 
Cunha

37.2 S 12.5 W T–phase

10 United States of 
America

Ascension 8.0 S 14.4 W Hydrophone

11 United States of 
America

Wake Island 19.3 N 166.6 E Hydrophone

Table 4
List of Infrasound Stations



State responsible 
for station

Location Latitude Longitude

1 Argentina Paso Flores 40.7 S 70.6 W
2 Argentina Ushuaia 55.0 S 68.0 W
3 Australia Davis Base, 

Antarctica
68.4 S 77.6 E

4 Australia Narrogin, WA 32.9 S 117.2 E
5 Australia Hobart, TAS 42.1 S 147.2 E
6 Australia Cocos Islands 12.3 S 97.0 E
7 Australia Warramunga, NT 19.9 S 134.3 E
8 Bolivia La Paz 16.3 S 68.1 W
9 Brazil Brasilia 15.6 S 48.0 W

10 Canada Lac du Bonnet, 
Man.

50.2 N 95.9 W

11 Cape Verde Cape Verde Islands 16.0 N 24.0 W
12 Central African Republic Bangui 5.2 N 18.4 E
13 Chile Easter Island 27.0 S 109.2 W
14 Chile Juan Fernández 

Island
33.8 S 80.7 W

15 China Beijing 40.0 N 116.0 E
16 China Kunming 25.0 N 102.8 E
17 Côte d'Ivoire Dimbokro 6.7 N 4.9 W
18 Denmark Dundas, Greenland 76.5 N 68.7 W
19 Djibouti Djibouti 11.3 N 43.5 E
20 Ecuador Galápagos Islands 0.0 N 91.7 W
21 France Marquesas Islands 10.0 S 140.0 W
22 France Port LaGuerre,

New Caledonia
22.1 S 166.3 E

23 France Kerguelen 49.2 S 69.1 E
24 France Tahiti 17.6 S 149.6 W
25 France Kourou, French 

Guiana
5.2 N 52.7 W

26 Germany Freyung 48.9 N 13.7 E
27 Germany Georg von 

Neumayer, 
Antarctica

70.6 S 8.4 W

28 To be determined To be determined To be determined To be determined
29 Iran (Islamic 

Republic of)
Tehran 35.7 N 51.4 E



30 Japan Tsukuba 36.0 N 140.1 E
31 Kazakstan Aktyubinsk 50.4 N 58.0 E
32 Kenya Kilimanbogo 1.3 S 36.8 E
33 Madagascar Antananarivo 18.8 S 47.5 E
34 Mongolia Javhlant 48.0 N 106.8 E
35 Namibia Tsumeb 19.1 S 17.4 E
36 New Zealand Chatham Island 44.0 S 176.5 W
37 Norway Karasjok 69.5 N 25.5 E
38 Pakistan Rahimyar Khan 28.2 N 70.3 E
39 Palau Palau 7.5 N 134.5 E
40 Papua New Guinea Rabaul 4.1 S 152.1 E
41 Paraguay Villa Florida 26.3 S 57.3 W
42 Portugal Azores 37.8 N 25.5 W
43 Russian 

Federation
Dubna 56.7 N 37.3 E

44 Russian 
Federation

Petropavlovsk–
Kamchatskiy

53.1 N 158.8 E

45 Russian 
Federation

Ussuriysk 43.7 N 131.9 E

46 Russian 
Federation

Zalesovo 53.9 N 84.8 E

47 South Africa Boshof 28.6 S 25.4 E
48 Tunisia Thala 35.6 N 8.7 E
49 United Kingdom Tristan da Cunha 37.0 S 12.3 W
50 United Kingdom Ascension 8.0 S 14.3 W
51 United Kingdom Bermuda 32.0 N 64.5 W
52 United Kingdom BIOT/Chagos

Archipelago
5.0 S 72.0 E

53 United States 
of America

Eielson, AK 64.8 N 146.9 W

54 United States 
of America

Siple Station,
Antarctica

75.5 S 83.6 W

55 United States 
of America

Windless Bight,
Antarctica

77.5 S 161.8 E

56 United States 
of America

Newport, WA 48.3 N 117.1 W

57 United States 
of America

Piñon Flat, CA 33.6 N 116.5 W

58 United States 
of America

Midway Islands 28.1N 177.2 W



59 United States 
of America

Hawaii, HI 19.6 N 155.3 W

60 United States 
of America

Wake Island 19.3 N 166.6 E

Annex 2 to the Protocol 
List of Characterization Parameters for International Data Centre Standard Event  

Screening

1. The International Data Centre standard event screening criteria shall be based on the 
standard event characterization parameters determined during the combined processing of 
data from all the monitoring technologies in the International Monitoring System. Standard 
event screening shall make use of both global and supplementary screening criteria to 
take account of regional variations where applicable.

2. For events detected by the International Monitoring System seismic component, the 
following parameters, inter alia, may be used:

– location of the event;
– depth of the event;
– ratio of the magnitude of surface waves to body waves;
– signal frequency content;
– spectral ratios of phases;
– spectral scalloping;
– first motion of the P-wave;
– focal mechanism;
– relative excitation of seismic phases;
– comparative measures to other events and groups of events; and
– regional discriminants where applicable.

3. For events detected by the International Monitoring System hydroacoustic component, 
the following parameters, inter alia, may be used:

– signal frequency content including corner frequency, wide-band energy, and mean centre 
frequency and bandwidth;
– frequency-dependent duration of signals;
– spectral ratio; and
– indications of bubble-pulse signals and bubble-pulse delay.

4. For events detected by the International Monitoring System infrasound component, the 
following parameters, inter alia, may be used:

– signal frequency content and dispersion;
– signal duration; and
– peak amplitude.

5. For events detected by the International Monitoring System radionuclide component, the 
following parameters, inter alia, may be used:

– concentration of background natural and man-made radionuclides;
– concentration of specific fission and activation products outside normal observations; 



and
– ratios of one specific fission and activation product to another. 



Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of 
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction

Signed at Paris: 13 January 1993

Entered into force: 29 April 1997

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to this Convention,

Determined to act with a view to achieving effective progress towards general and 
complete disarmament under strict and effective international control, including the 
prohibition and elimination of all types of weapons of mass destruction,

Desiring to contribute to the realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations,

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations has repeatedly condemned all 
actions contrary to the principles and objectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the 
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of 
Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925 (the Geneva Protocol of 1925),

Recognizing that this Convention reaffirms principles and objectives of and obligations 
assumed under the Geneva Protocol of 1925, and the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin 
Weapons and on their Destruction signed at London, Moscow and Washington on 10 April 
1972,

Bearing in mind the objective contained in Article IX of the Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin 
Weapons and on their Destruction,

Determined for the sake of all mankind, to exclude completely the possibility of the use of 
chemical weapons, through the implementation of the provisions of this Convention, 
thereby complementing the obligations assumed under the Geneva Protocol of 1925,

Recognizing the prohibition, embodied in the pertinent agreements and relevant principles 
of international law, of the use of herbicides as a method of warfare,

Considering that achievements in the field of chemistry should be used exclusively for the 
benefit of mankind,

Desiring to promote free trade in chemicals as well as international cooperation and 
exchange of scientific and technical information in the field of chemical activities for 
purposes not prohibited under this Convention in order to enhance the economic and 
technological development of all States Parties,

Convinced that the complete and effective prohibition of the development, production, 
acquisition, stockpiling, retention, transfer and use of chemical weapons, and their 



destruction, represent a necessary step towards the achievement of these common 
objectives,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes never under any circumstances:

(a) To develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile or retain chemical 
weapons, or transfer, directly or indirectly, chemical weapons to anyone;

(b) To use chemical weapons;

(c) To engage in any military preparations to use chemical weapons; 

(d) To assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any 
activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention.

2. Each State Party undertakes to destroy chemical weapons it owns or possesses, or that 
are located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in accordance with the provisions 
of this Convention.

3. Each State Party undertakes to destroy all chemical weapons it abandoned on the 
territory of another State Party, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention.

4. Each State Party undertakes to destroy any chemical weapons production facilities it 
owns or possesses, or that are located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention.

5. Each State Party undertakes not to use riot control agents as a method of warfare.
Article II

DEFINITIONS AND CRITERIA

For the purposes of this Convention:

1. "Chemical Weapons" means the following, together or separately:
(a) Toxic chemicals and their precursors, except where intended for purposes 
not prohibited under this Convention, as long as the types and quantities are 
consistent with such purposes;

(b) Munitions and devices, specifically designed to cause death or other harm 
through the toxic properties of those toxic chemicals specified in 
subparagraph (a), which would be released as a result of the employment of 
such munitions and devices; 

(c) Any equipment specifically designed for use directly in connection with the 
employment of munitions and devices specified in subparagraph (b).

2. "Toxic Chemical" means:



Any chemical which through its chemical action on life processes can cause 
death, temporary incapacitation or permanent harm to humans or animals. 
This includes all such chemicals, regardless of their origin or of their method 
of production, and regardless of whether they are produced in facilities, in 
munitions or elsewhere.

(For the purpose of implementing this Convention, toxic chemicals which 
have been identified for the application of verification measures are listed in 
Schedules contained in the Annex on Chemicals.)

3. "Precursor" means:
Any chemical reactant which takes part at any stage in the production by 
whatever method of a toxic chemical. This includes any key component of a 
binary or multicomponent chemical system.

(For the purpose of implementing this Convention, precursors which have 
been identified for the application of verification measures are listed in 
Schedules contained in the Annex on Chemicals.)

4. "Key Component of Binary or Multicomponent Chemical Systems" (hereinafter referred 
to as "key component") means:

The precursor which plays the most important role in determining the toxic properties of 
the final product and reacts rapidly with other chemicals in the binary or multicomponent 
system.

5. "Old Chemical Weapons" means:
(a) Chemical weapons which were produced before 1925; or

(b) Chemical weapons produced in the period between 1925 and 1946 that 
have deteriorated to such extent that they can no longer be used as chemical 
weapons.

6. "Abandoned Chemical Weapons" means:

Chemical weapons, including old chemical weapons, abandoned by a State after 1 
January 1925 on the territory of another State without the consent of the latter.

7. "Riot Control Agent" means:

Any chemical not listed in a Schedule, which can produce rapidly in humans sensory 
irritation or disabling physical effects which disappear within a short time following 
termination of exposure.

8. "Chemical Weapons Production Facility":
(a) Means any equipment, as well as any building housing such equipment, 
that was designed, constructed or used at any time since 1 January 1946:

(i) As part of the stage in the production of chemicals ("final 
technological stage") where the material flows would contain, 
when the equipment is in operation:



(1) Any chemical listed in Schedule 1 in the Annex 
on Chemicals; or

(2) Any other chemical that has no use, above 1 
tonne per year on the territory of a State Party or 
in any other place under the jurisdiction or control 
of a State Party, for purposes not prohibited under 
this Convention, but can be used for chemical 
weapons purposes;

or
(ii) For filling chemical weapons, including, inter alia, the filling 
of chemicals listed in Schedule 1 into munitions, devices or bulk 
storage containers; the filling of chemicals into containers that 
form part of assembled binary munitions and devices or into 
chemical submunitions that form part of assembled unitary 
munitions and devices, and the loading of the containers and 
chemical submunitions into the respective munitions and 
devices; 

(b) Does not mean:
(i) Any facility having a production capacity for synthesis of 
chemicals specified in subparagraph (a) (i) that is less than 1 
tonne;

(ii) Any facility in which a chemical specified in subparagraph (a) 
(i) is or was produced as an unavoidable by-product of activities 
for purposes not prohibited under this Convention, provided that 
the chemical does not exceed 3 per cent of the total product 
and that the facility is subject to declaration and inspection 
under the Annex on Implementation and Verification (hereinafter 
referred to as "Verification Annex"); or

(iii) The single small-scale facility for production of chemicals 
listed in Schedule 1 for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention as referred to in Part VI of the Verification Annex.

9. "Purposes Not Prohibited Under this Convention" means:
(a) Industrial, agricultural, research, medical, pharmaceutical or other 
peaceful purposes;

(b) Protective purposes, namely those purposes directly related to protection 
against toxic chemicals and to protection against chemical weapons;

(c) Military purposes not connected with the use of chemical weapons and 
not dependent on the use of the toxic properties of chemicals as a method of 
warfare;

(d) Law enforcement including domestic riot control purposes.

10. "Production Capacity" means:
The annual quantitative potential for manufacturing a specific chemical based 
on the technological process actually used or, if the process is not yet 



operational, planned to be used at the relevant facility. It shall be deemed to 
be equal to the nameplate capacity or, if the nameplate capacity is not 
available, to the design capacity. The nameplate capacity is the product 
output under conditions optimized for maximum quantity for the production 
facility, as demonstrated by one or more test-runs. The design capacity is the 
corresponding theoretically calculated product output.

11. "Organization" means the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
established pursuant to Article VIII of this Convention.

12. For the purposes of Article VI:
(a) "Production" of a chemical means its formation through chemical reaction;

(b) "Processing" of a chemical means a physical process, such as 
formulation, extraction and purification, in which a chemical is not converted 
into another chemical;

(c) "Consumption" of a chemical means its conversion into another chemical 
via a chemical reaction.

Article III
DECLARATIONS

1. Each State Party shall submit to the Organization, not later than 30 days after this 
Convention enters into force for it, the following declarations, in which it shall:

(a) With respect to chemical weapons:
(i) Declare whether it owns or possesses any chemical 
weapons, or whether there are any chemical weapons located 
in any place under its jurisdiction or control; 

(ii) Specify the precise location, aggregate quantity and detailed 
inventory of chemical weapons it owns or possesses, or that are 
located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in 
accordance with Part IV (A), paragraphs 1 to 3, of the 
Verification Annex, except for those chemical weapons referred 
to in sub-subparagraph (iii);

(iii) Report any chemical weapons on its territory that are owned 
and possessed by another State and located in any place under 
the jurisdiction or control of another State, in accordance with 
Part IV (A), paragraph 4, of the Verification Annex;

(iv) Declare whether it has transferred or received, directly or 
indirectly, any chemical weapons since 1 January 1946 and 
specify the transfer or receipt of such weapons, in accordance 
with Part IV (A), paragraph 5, of the Verification Annex;

(v) Provide its general plan for destruction of chemical weapons 
that it owns or possesses, or that are located in any place under 
its jurisdiction or control, in accordance with Part IV (A), 



paragraph 6, of the Verification Annex;

(b) With respect to old chemical weapons and abandoned chemical 
weapons:

(i) Declare whether it has on its territory old chemical weapons 
and provide all available information in accordance with Part IV 
(B), paragraph 3, of the Verification Annex;

(ii) Declare whether there are abandoned chemical weapons on 
its territory and provide all available information in accordance 
with Part IV (B), paragraph 8, of the Verification Annex;

(iii) Declare whether it has abandoned chemical weapons on 
the territory of other States and provide all available information 
in accordance with Part IV (B), paragraph 10, of the Verification 
Annex;

(c) With respect to chemical weapons production facilities:
(i) Declare whether it has or has had any chemical weapons 
production facility under its ownership or possession, or that is 
or has been located in any place under its jurisdiction or control 
at any time since 1 January 1946;

(ii) Specify any chemical weapons production facility it has or 
has had under its ownership or possession or that is or has 
been located in any place under its jurisdiction or control at any 
time since 1 January 1946, in accordance with Part V, 
paragraph 1, of the Verification Annex, except for those facilities 
referred to in sub-subparagraph (iii);

(iii) Report any chemical weapons production facility on its 
territory that another State has or has had under its ownership 
and possession and that is or has been located in any place 
under the jurisdiction or control of another State at any time 
since 1 January 1946, in accordance with Part V, paragraph 2, 
of the Verification Annex;

(iv) Declare whether it has transferred or received, directly or 
indirectly, any equipment for the production of chemical 
weapons since 1 January 1946 and specify the transfer or 
receipt of such equipment, in accordance with Part V, 
paragraphs 3 to 5, of the Verification Annex;

(v) Provide its general plan for destruction of any chemical 
weapons production facility it owns or possesses, or that is 
located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in 
accordance with Part V, paragraph 6, of the Verification Annex;

(vi) Specify actions to be taken for closure of any chemical 
weapons production facility it owns or possesses, or that is 
located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in 
accordance with Part V, paragraph 1 (i), of the Verification 



Annex;

(vii) Provide its general plan for any temporary conversion of 
any chemical weapons production facility it owns or possesses, 
or that is located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, 
into a chemical weapons destruction facility, in accordance with 
Part V, paragraph 7, of the Verification Annex;

(d) With respect to other facilities:
Specify the precise location, nature and general scope of activities of any 
facility or establishment under its ownership or possession, or located in any 
place under its jurisdiction or control, and that has been designed, 
constructed or used since 1 January 1946 primarily for development of 
chemical weapons. Such declaration shall include, inter alia, laboratories and 
test and evaluation sites;
(e) With respect to riot control agents: Specify the chemical name, structural 
formula and Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) registry number, if assigned, 
of each chemical it holds for riot control purposes. This declaration shall be 
updated not later than 30 days after any change becomes effective.

2. The provisions of this Article and the relevant provisions of Part IV of the Verification 
Annex shall not, at the discretion of a State Party, apply to chemical weapons buried on its 
territory before 1 January 1977 and which remain buried, or which had been dumped at 
sea before 1 January 1985.

Article IV
CHEMICAL WEAPONS

1. The provisions of this Article and the detailed procedures for its implementation shall 
apply to all chemical weapons owned or possessed by a State Party, or that are located in 
any place under its jurisdiction or control, except old chemical weapons and abandoned 
chemical weapons to which Part IV (B) of the Verification Annex applies.

2. Detailed procedures for the implementation of this Article are set forth in the Verification 
Annex.

3. All locations at which chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 are stored or 
destroyed shall be subject to systematic verification through on-site inspection and 
monitoring with on-site instruments, in accordance with Part IV (A) of the Verification 
Annex.

4. Each State Party shall, immediately after the declaration under Article III, paragraph 1 
(a), has been submitted, provide access to chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 for 
the purpose of systematic verification of the declaration through on-site inspection. 
Thereafter, each State Party shall not remove any of these chemical weapons, except to a 
chemical weapons destruction facility. It shall provide access to such chemical weapons, 
for the purpose of systematic on-site verification.

5. Each State Party shall provide access to any chemical weapons destruction facilities 
and their storage areas, that it owns or possesses, or that are located in any place under 
its jurisdiction or control, for the purpose of systematic verification through on-site 
inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments.



6. Each State Party shall destroy all chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 pursuant 
to the Verification Annex and in accordance with the agreed rate and sequence of 
destruction (hereinafter referred to as "order of destruction"). Such destruction shall begin 
not later than two years after this Convention enters into force for it and shall finish not 
later than 10 years after entry into force of this Convention. A State Party is not precluded 
from destroying such chemical weapons at a faster rate.

7. Each State Party shall:
(a) Submit detailed plans for the destruction of chemical weapons specified in 
paragraph 1 not later than 60 days before each annual destruction period 
begins, in accordance with Part IV (A), paragraph 29, of the Verification 
Annex; the detailed plans shall encompass all stocks to be destroyed during 
the next annual destruction period;

(b) Submit declarations annually regarding the implementation of its plans for 
destruction of chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1, not later than 60 
days after the end of each annual destruction period; and

(c) Certify, not later than 30 days after the destruction process has been 
completed, that all chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 have been 
destroyed.

8. If a State ratifies or accedes to this Convention after the 10-year period for destruction 
set forth in paragraph 6, it shall destroy chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 as 
soon as possible. The order of destruction and procedures for stringent verification for 
such a State Party shall be determined by the Executive Council.

9. Any chemical weapons discovered by a State Party after the initial declaration of 
chemical weapons shall be reported, secured and destroyed in accordance with Part IV 
(A) of the Verification Annex.

10. Each State Party, during transportation, sampling, storage and destruction of chemical 
weapons, shall assign the highest priority to ensuring the safety of people and to 
protecting the environment. Each State Party shall transport, sample, store and destroy 
chemical weapons in accordance with its national standards for safety and emissions.

11. Any State Party which has on its territory chemical weapons that are owned or 
possessed by another State, or that are located in any place under the jurisdiction or 
control of another State, shall make the fullest efforts to ensure that these chemical 
weapons are removed from its territory not later than one year after this Convention enters 
into force for it. If they are not removed within one year, the State Party may request the 
Organization and other States Parties to provide assistance in the destruction of these 
chemical weapons.

12. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate with other States Parties that request 
information or assistance on a bilateral basis or through the Technical Secretariat 
regarding methods and technologies for the safe and efficient destruction of chemical 
weapons.

13. In carrying out verification activities pursuant to this Article and Part IV (A) of the 
Verification Annex, the Organization shall consider measures to avoid unnecessary 



duplication of bilateral or multilateral agreements on verification of chemical weapons 
storage and their destruction among States Parties.

To this end, the Executive Council shall decide to limit verification to 
measures complementary to those undertaken pursuant to such a bilateral or 
multilateral agreement, if it considers that:

(a) Verification provisions of such an agreement are consistent with the 
verification provisions of this Article and Part IV (A) of the Verification Annex;

(b) Implementation of such an agreement provides for sufficient assurance of 
compliance with the relevant provisions of this Convention; and

(c) Parties to the bilateral or multilateral agreement keep the Organization 
fully informed about their verification activities.

14. If the Executive Council takes a decision pursuant to paragraph 13, the Organization 
shall have the right to monitor the implementation of the bilateral or multilateral agreement.

15. Nothing in paragraphs 13 and 14 shall affect the obligation of a State Party to provide 
declarations pursuant to Article III, this Article and Part IV (A) of the Verification Annex.

16. Each State Party shall meet the costs of destruction of chemical weapons it is obliged 
to destroy. It shall also meet the costs of verification of storage and destruction of these 
chemical weapons unless the Executive Council decides otherwise. If the Executive 
Council decides to limit verification measures of the Organization pursuant to paragraph 
13, the costs of complementary verification and monitoring by the Organization shall be 
paid in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment, as specified in Article 
VIII, paragraph 7.

17. The provisions of this Article and the relevant provisions of Part IV of the Verification 
Annex shall not, at the discretion of a State Party, apply to chemical weapons buried on its 
territory before 1 January 1977 and which remain buried, or which had been dumped at 
sea before 1 January 1985.

Article V
CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION FACILITIES

1. The provisions of this Article and the detailed procedures for its implementation shall 
apply to any and all chemical weapons production facilities owned or possessed by a State 
Party, or that are located in any place under its jurisdiction or control.

2. Detailed procedures for the implementation of this Article are set forth in the Verification 
Annex.

3. All chemical weapons production facilities specified in paragraph 1 shall be subject to 
systematic verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments 
in accordance with Part V of the Verification Annex.

4. Each State Party shall cease immediately all activity at chemical weapons production 
facilities specified in paragraph 1, except activity required for closure.

5. No State Party shall construct any new chemical weapons production facilities or modify 



any existing facilities for the purpose of chemical weapons production or for any other 
activity prohibited under this Convention.

6. Each State Party shall, immediately after the declaration under Article III, paragraph 1 
(c), has been submitted, provide access to chemical weapons production facilities 
specified in paragraph 1, for the purpose of systematic verification of the declaration 
through on-site inspection.

7. Each State Party shall:
(a) Close, not later than 90 days after this Convention enters into force for it, 
all chemical weapons production facilities specified in paragraph 1, in 
accordance with Part V of the Verification Annex, and give notice thereof; and

(b) Provide access to chemical weapons production facilities specified in 
paragraph 1, subsequent to closure, for the purpose of systematic verification 
through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments in order to 
ensure that the facility remains closed and is subsequently destroyed.

8. Each State Party shall destroy all chemical weapons production facilities specified in 
paragraph 1 and related facilities and equipment, pursuant to the Verification Annex and in 
accordance with an agreed rate and sequence of destruction (hereinafter referred to as 
"order of destruction"). Such destruction shall begin not later than one year after this 
Convention enters into force for it, and shall finish not later than 10 years after entry into 
force of this Convention. A State Party is not precluded from destroying such facilities at a 
faster rate.

9. Each State Party shall:
(a) Submit detailed plans for destruction of chemical weapons production 
facilities specified in paragraph 1, not later than 180 days before the 
destruction of each facility begins;

(b) Submit declarations annually regarding the implementation of its plans for 
the destruction of all chemical weapons production facilities specified in 
paragraph 1, not later than 90 days after the end of each annual destruction 
period; and

(c) Certify, not later than 30 days after the destruction process has been 
completed, that all chemical weapons production facilities specified in 
paragraph 1 have been destroyed.

10. If a State ratifies or accedes to this Convention after the 10-year period for destruction 
set forth in paragraph 8, it shall destroy chemical weapons production facilities specified in 
paragraph 1 as soon as possible. The order of destruction and procedures for stringent 
verification for such a State Party shall be determined by the Executive Council.

11. Each State Party, during the destruction of chemical weapons production facilities, 
shall assign the highest priority to ensuring the safety of people and to protecting the 
environment. Each State Party shall destroy chemical weapons production facilities in 
accordance with its national standards for safety and emissions.

12. Chemical weapons production facilities specified in paragraph 1 may be temporarily 
converted for destruction of chemical weapons in accordance with Part V, paragraphs 18 



to 25, of the Verification Annex. Such a converted facility must be destroyed as soon as it 
is no longer in use for destruction of chemical weapons but, in any case, not later than 10 
years after entry into force of this Convention.

13. A State Party may request, in exceptional cases of compelling need, permission to use 
a chemical weapons production facility specified in paragraph 1 for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention. Upon the recommendation of the Executive Council, the 
Conference of the States Parties shall decide whether or not to approve the request and 
shall establish the conditions upon which approval is contingent in accordance with Part V, 
Section D, of the Verification Annex.

14. The chemical weapons production facility shall be converted in such a manner that the 
converted facility is not more capable of being reconverted into a chemical weapons 
production facility than any other facility used for industrial, agricultural, research, medical, 
pharmaceutical or other peaceful purposes not involving chemicals listed in Schedule 1.

15. All converted facilities shall be subject to systematic verification through on-site 
inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments in accordance with Part V, Section D, of 
the Verification Annex.

16. In carrying out verification activities pursuant to this Article and Part V of the 
Verification Annex, the Organization shall consider measures to avoid unnecessary 
duplication of bilateral or multilateral agreements on verification of chemical weapons 
production facilities and their destruction among States Parties.

To this end, the Executive Council shall decide to limit the verification to measures 
complementary to those undertaken pursuant to such a bilateral or multilateral agreement, 
if it considers that:

(a) Verification provisions of such an agreement are consistent with the 
verification provisions of this Article and Part V of the Verification Annex;

(b) Implementation of the agreement provides for sufficient assurance of 
compliance with the relevant provisions of this Convention; and

(c) Parties to the bilateral or multilateral agreement keep the Organization 
fully informed about their verification activities.

17. If the Executive Council takes a decision pursuant to paragraph 16, the Organization 
shall have the right to monitor the implementation of the bilateral or multilateral agreement.

18. Nothing in paragraphs 16 and 17 shall affect the obligation of a State Party to make 
declarations pursuant to Article III, this Article and Part V of the Verification Annex.

19. Each State Party shall meet the costs of destruction of chemical weapons production 
facilities it is obliged to destroy. It shall also meet the costs of verification under this Article 
unless the Executive Council decides otherwise. If the Executive Council decides to limit 
verification measures of the Organization pursuant to paragraph 16, the costs of 
complementary verification and monitoring by the Organization shall be paid in accordance 
with the United Nations scale of assessment, as specified in Article VIII, paragraph 7.

Article VI



ACTIVITIES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION

1. Each State Party has the right, subject to the provisions of this Convention, to develop, 
produce, otherwise acquire, retain, transfer and use toxic chemicals and their precursors 
for purposes not prohibited under this Convention.

2. Each State Party shall adopt the necessary measures to ensure that toxic chemicals 
and their precursors are only developed, produced, otherwise acquired, retained, 
transferred, or used within its territory or in any other place under its jurisdiction or control 
for purposes not prohibited under this Convention. To this end, and in order to verify that 
activities are in accordance with obligations under this Convention, each State Party shall 
subject toxic chemicals and their precursors listed in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 of the Annex on 
Chemicals, facilities related to such chemicals, and other facilities as specified in the 
Verification Annex, that are located on its territory or in any other place under its 
jurisdiction or control, to verification measures as provided in the Verification Annex.

3. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 1 (hereinafter referred to as 
"Schedule 1 chemicals") to the prohibitions on production, acquisition, retention, transfer 
and use as specified in Part VI of the Verification Annex. It shall subject Schedule 1 
chemicals and facilities specified in Part VI of the Verification Annex to systematic 
verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments in 
accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.

4. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 2 (hereinafter referred to as 
"Schedule 2 chemicals") and facilities specified in Part VII of the Verification Annex to data 
monitoring and on-site verification in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.

5. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 3 (hereinafter referred to as 
"Schedule 3 chemicals") and facilities specified in Part VIII of the Verification Annex to data 
monitoring and on-site verification in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.

6. Each State Party shall subject facilities specified in Part IX of the Verification Annex to 
data monitoring and eventual on-site verification in accordance with that Part of the 
Verification Annex unless decided otherwise by the Conference of the States Parties 
pursuant to Part IX, paragraph 22, of the Verification Annex.

7. Not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force for it, each State Party 
shall make an initial declaration on relevant chemicals and facilities in accordance with the 
Verification Annex.

8. Each State Party shall make annual declarations regarding the relevant chemicals and 
facilities in accordance with the Verification Annex.

9. For the purpose of on-site verification, each State Party shall grant to the inspectors 
access to facilities as required in the Verification Annex.

10. In conducting verification activities, the Technical Secretariat shall avoid undue 
intrusion into the State Party's chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention and, in particular, abide by the provisions set forth in the Annex on the 
Protection of Confidential Information (hereinafter referred to as "Confidentiality Annex").

11. The provisions of this Article shall be implemented in a manner which avoids 



hampering the economic or technological development of States Parties, and international 
cooperation in the field of chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention including the international exchange of scientific and technical information and 
chemicals and equipment for the production, processing or use of chemicals for purposes 
not prohibited under this Convention. 

Article VII
NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES

General undertakings

1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with its constitutional processes, adopt the 
necessary measures to implement its obligations under this Convention. In particular, it 
shall:

(a) Prohibit natural and legal persons anywhere on its territory or in any other 
place under its jurisdiction as recognized by international law from 
undertaking any activity prohibited to a State Party under this Convention, 
including enacting penal legislation with respect to such activity;

(b) Not permit in any place under its control any activity prohibited to a State 
Party under this Convention; and

(c) Extend its penal legislation enacted under subparagraph (a) to any activity 
prohibited to a State Party under this Convention undertaken anywhere by 
natural persons, possessing its nationality, in conformity with international 
law. 

2. Each State Party shall cooperate with other States Parties and afford the appropriate 
form of legal assistance to facilitate the implementation of the obligations under paragraph 
1.

3. Each State Party, during the implementation of its obligations under this Convention, 
shall assign the highest priority to ensuring the safety of people and to protecting the 
environment, and shall cooperate as appropriate with other States Parties in this regard.

Relations between the State Party and the Organization

4. In order to fulfil its obligations under this Convention, each State Party shall designate or 
establish a National Authority to serve as the national focal point for effective liaison with 
the Organization and other States Parties. Each State Party shall notify the Organization of 
its National Authority at the time that this Convention enters into force for it.

5. Each State Party shall inform the Organization of the legislative and administrative 
measures taken to implement this Convention.

6. Each State Party shall treat as confidential and afford special handling to information 
and data that it receives in confidence from the Organization in connection with the 
implementation of this Convention. 

It shall treat such information and data exclusively in connection with its 
rights and obligations under this Convention and in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in the Confidentiality Annex.

7. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate with the Organization in the exercise of all its 



functions and in particular to provide assistance to the Technical Secretariat.

Article VIII
THE ORGANIZATION

A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. The States Parties to this Convention hereby establish the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons to achieve the object and purpose of this Convention, to 
ensure the implementation of its provisions, including those for international verification of 
compliance with it, and to provide a forum for consultation and cooperation among States 
Parties.

2. All States Parties to this Convention shall be members of the Organization. A State 
Party shall not be deprived of its membership in the Organization.

3. The seat of the Headquarters of the Organization shall be The Hague, Kingdom of the 
Netherlands.

4. There are hereby established as the organs of the Organization: the Conference of the 
States Parties, the Executive Council, and the Technical Secretariat.

5. The Organization shall conduct its verification activities provided for under this 
Convention in the least intrusive manner possible consistent with the timely and efficient 
accomplishment of their objectives. It shall request only the information and data 
necessary to fulfil its responsibilities under this Convention. It shall take every precaution 
to protect the confidentiality of information on civil and military activities and facilities 
coming to its knowledge in the implementation of this Convention and, in particular, shall 
abide by the provisions set forth in the Confidentiality Annex.

6. In undertaking its verification activities the Organization shall consider measures to 
make use of advances in science and technology.

7. The costs of the Organization's activities shall be paid by States Parties in accordance 
with the United Nations scale of assessment adjusted to take into account differences in 
membership between the United Nations and this Organization, and subject to the 
provisions of Articles IV and V. Financial contributions of States Parties to the Preparatory 
Commission shall be deducted in an appropriate way from their contributions to the regular 
budget. The budget of the Organization shall comprise two separate chapters, one relating 
to administrative and other costs, and one relating to verification costs.

8. A member of the Organization which is in arrears in the payment of its financial 
contribution to the Organization shall have no vote in the Organization if the amount of its 
arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding two 
full years. The Conference of the States Parties may, nevertheless, permit such a member 
to vote if it is satisfied that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control of the 
member.

B. THE CONFERENCE OF THE STATES PARTIES
Composition, procedures and decision-making

9. The Conference of the States Parties (hereinafter referred to as "the Conference") shall 



be composed of all members of this Organization. Each member shall have one 
representative in the Conference, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers.

10. The first session of the Conference shall be convened by the depositary not later than 
30 days after the entry into force of this Convention.

11. The Conference shall meet in regular sessions which shall be held annually unless it 
decides otherwise.

12. Special sessions of the Conference shall be convened:
(a) When decided by the Conference;

(b) When requested by the Executive Council;

(c) When requested by any member and supported by one third of the 
members; or

(d) In accordance with paragraph 22 to undertake reviews of the operation of 
this Convention.
Except in the case of subparagraph (d), the special session shall be 
convened not later than 30 days after receipt of the request by the Director-
General of the Technical Secretariat, unless specified otherwise in the 
request.

13. The Conference shall also be convened in the form of an Amendment Conference in 
accordance with Article XV, paragraph 2.

14. Sessions of the Conference shall take place at the seat of the Organization unless the 
Conference decides otherwise.

15. The Conference shall adopt its rules of procedure. At the beginning of each regular 
session, it shall elect its Chairman and such other officers as may be required. They shall 
hold office until a new Chairman and other officers are elected at the next regular session.

16. A majority of the members of the Organization shall constitute a quorum for the 
Conference.

17. Each member of the Organization shall have one vote in the Conference.

18. The Conference shall take decisions on questions of procedure by a simple majority of 
the members present and voting. Decisions on matters of substance should be taken as 
far as possible by consensus. If consensus is not attainable when an issue comes up for 
decision, the Chairman shall defer any vote for 24 hours and during this period of 
deferment shall make every effort to facilitate achievement of consensus, and shall report 
to the Conference before the end of this period. If consensus is not possible at the end of 
24 hours, the Conference shall take the decision by a two-thirds majority of members 
present and voting unless specified otherwise in this Convention. When the issue arises as 
to whether the question is one of substance or not, that question shall be treated as a 
matter of substance unless otherwise decided by the Conference by the majority required 
for decisions on matters of substance.

Powers and functions



19. The Conference shall be the principal organ of the Organization. It shall consider any 
questions, matters or issues within the scope of this Convention, including those relating to 
the powers and functions of the Executive Council and the Technical Secretariat. It may 
make recommendations and take decisions on any questions, matters or issues related to 
this Convention raised by a State Party or brought to its attention by the Executive Council.

20. The Conference shall oversee the implementation of this Convention, and act in order 
to promote its object and purpose. The Conference shall review compliance with this 
Convention. It shall also oversee the activities of the Executive Council and the Technical 
Secretariat and may issue guidelines in accordance with this Convention to either of them 
in the exercise of their functions.

21. The Conference shall:
(a) Consider and adopt at its regular sessions the report, programme and 
budget of the Organization, submitted by the Executive Council, as well as 
consider other reports;

(b) Decide on the scale of financial contributions to be paid by States Parties 
in accordance with paragraph 7;

(c) Elect the members of the Executive Council;

(d) Appoint the Director-General of the Technical Secretariat (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Director-General");

(e) Approve the rules of procedure of the Executive Council submitted by the 
latter;

(f) Establish such subsidiary organs as it finds necessary for the exercise of 
its functions in accordance with this Convention;

(g) Foster international cooperation for peaceful purposes in the field of 
chemical activities;

(h) Review scientific and technological developments that could affect the 
operation of this Convention and, in this context, direct the Director-General 
to establish a Scientific Advisory Board to enable him, in the performance of 
his functions, to render specialized advice in areas of science and technology 
relevant to this Convention, to the Conference, the Executive Council or 
States Parties. The Scientific Advisory Board shall be composed of 
independent experts appointed in accordance with terms of reference 
adopted by the Conference;

(i) Consider and approve at its first session any draft agreements, provisions 
and guidelines developed by the Preparatory Commission;

(j) Establish at its first session the voluntary fund for assistance in 
accordance with Article X;

(k) Take the necessary measures to ensure compliance with this Convention 
and to redress and remedy any situation which contravenes the provisions of 



this Convention, in accordance with Article XII.

22. The Conference shall not later than one year after the expiry of the fifth and the tenth 
year after the entry into force of this Convention, and at such other times within that time 
period as may be decided upon, convene in special sessions to undertake reviews of the 
operation of this Convention. Such reviews shall take into account any relevant scientific 
and technological developments. At intervals of five years thereafter, unless otherwise 
decided upon, further sessions of the Conference shall be convened with the same 
objective.

C. THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Composition, procedure and decision-making

23. The Executive Council shall consist of 41 members. Each State Party shall have the 
right, in accordance with the principle of rotation, to serve on the Executive Council. The 
members of the Executive Council shall be elected by the Conference for a term of two 
years. In order to ensure the effective functioning of this Convention, due regard being 
specially paid to equitable geographical distribution, to the importance of chemical 
industry, as well as to political and security interests, the Executive Council shall be 
composed as follows:

(a) Nine States Parties from Africa to be designated by States Parties located 
in this region. As a basis for this designation it is understood that, out of these 
nine States Parties, three members shall, as a rule, be the States Parties 
with the most significant national chemical industry in the region as 
determined by internationally reported and published data; in addition, the 
regional group shall agree also to take into account other regional factors in 
designating these three members;

(b) Nine States Parties from Asia to be designated by States Parties located 
in this region. As a basis for this designation it is understood that, out of these 
nine States Parties, four members shall, as a rule, be the States Parties with 
the most significant national chemical industry in the region as determined by 
internationally reported and published data; in addition, the regional group 
shall agree also to take into account other regional factors in designating 
these four members;

(c) Five States Parties from Eastern Europe to be designated by States 
Parties located in this region. As a basis for this designation it is understood 
that, out of these five States Parties, one member shall, as a rule, be the 
State Party with the most significant national chemical industry in the region 
as determined by internationally reported and published data; in addition, the 
regional group shall agree also to take into account other regional factors in 
designating this one member;

(d) Seven States Parties from Latin America and the Caribbean to be 
designated by States Parties located in this region. As a basis for this 
designation it is understood that, out of these seven States Parties, three 
members shall, as a rule, be the States Parties with the most significant 
national chemical industry in the region as determined by internationally 
reported and published data; in addition, the regional group shall agree also 
to take into account other regional factors in designating these three 
members;



(e) Ten States Parties from among Western European and other States to be 
designated by States Parties located in this region. As a basis for this 
designation it is understood that, out of these 10 States Parties, 5 members 
shall, as a rule, be the States Parties with the most significant national 
chemical industry in the region as determined by internationally reported and 
published data; in addition, the regional group shall agree also to take into 
account other regional factors in designating these five members;

(f) One further State Party to be designated consecutively by States Parties 
located in the regions of Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean. As a 
basis for this designation it is understood that this State Party shall be a 
rotating member from these regions.

24. For the first election of the Executive Council 20 members shall be elected for a term 
of one year, due regard being paid to the established numerical proportions as described 
in paragraph 23.

25. After the full implementation of Articles IV and V the Conference may, upon the request 
of a majority of the members of the Executive Council, review the composition of the 
Executive Council taking into account developments related to the principles specified in 
paragraph 23 that are governing its composition.

26. The Executive Council shall elaborate its rules of procedure and submit them to the 
Conference for approval.

27. The Executive Council shall elect its Chairman from among its members.

28. The Executive Council shall meet for regular sessions. Between regular sessions it 
shall meet as often as may be required for the fulfilment of its powers and functions.

29. Each member of the Executive Council shall have one vote. Unless otherwise 
specified in this Convention, the Executive Council shall take decisions on matters of 
substance by a two-thirds majority of all its members. The Executive Council shall take 
decisions on questions of procedure by a simple majority of all its members. When the 
issue arises as to whether the question is one of substance or not, that question shall be 
treated as a matter of substance unless otherwise decided by the Executive Council by the 
majority required for decisions on matters of substance.

Powers and functions

30. The Executive Council shall be the executive organ of the Organization. It shall be 
responsible to the Conference. The Executive Council shall carry out the powers and 
functions entrusted to it under this Convention, as well as those functions delegated to it 
by the Conference. In so doing, it shall act in conformity with the recommendations, 
decisions and guidelines of the Conference and assure their proper and continuous 
implementation. 

31. The Executive Council shall promote the effective implementation of, and compliance 
with, this Convention. It shall supervise the activities of the Technical Secretariat, 
cooperate with the National Authority of each State Party and facilitate consultations and 
cooperation among States Parties at their request.



32. The Executive Council shall:
(a) Consider and submit to the Conference the draft programme and budget 
of the Organization;

(b) Consider and submit to the Conference the draft report of the 
Organization on the implementation of this Convention, the report on the 
performance of its own activities and such special reports as it deems 
necessary or which the Conference may request;

(c) Make arrangements for the sessions of the Conference including the 
preparation of the draft agenda.

33. The Executive Council may request the convening of a special session of the 
Conference.

34. The Executive Council shall:
(a) Conclude agreements or arrangements with States and international 
organizations on behalf of the Organization, subject to prior approval by the 
Conference;

(b) Conclude agreements with States Parties on behalf of the Organization in 
connection with Article X and supervise the voluntary fund referred to in 
Article X;

(c) Approve agreements or arrangements relating to the implementation of 
verification activities, negotiated by the Technical Secretariat with States 
Parties.

35. The Executive Council shall consider any issue or matter within its competence 
affecting this Convention and its implementation, including concerns regarding 
compliance, and cases of non-compliance, and, as appropriate, inform States Parties and 
bring the issue or matter to the attention of the Conference.

36. In its consideration of doubts or concerns regarding compliance and cases of non-
compliance, including, inter alia, abuse of the rights provided for under this Convention, 
the Executive Council shall consult with the States Parties involved and, as appropriate, 
request the State Party to take measures to redress the situation within a specified time. 
To the extent that the Executive Council considers further action to be necessary, it shall 
take, inter alia, one or more of the following measures:

(a) Inform all States Parties of the issue or matter;

(b) Bring the issue or matter to the attention of the Conference;

(c) Make recommendations to the Conference regarding measures to redress 
the situation and to ensure compliance.
The Executive Council shall, in cases of particular gravity and urgency, bring 
the issue or matter, including relevant information and conclusions, directly to 
the attention of the United Nations General Assembly and the United Nations 
Security Council. It shall at the same time inform all States Parties of this 
step.



D. THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

37. The Technical Secretariat shall assist the Conference and the Executive Council in the 
performance of their functions. The Technical Secretariat shall carry out the verification 
measures provided for in this Convention. It shall carry out the other functions entrusted to 
it under this Convention as well as those functions delegated to it by the Conference and 
the Executive Council.

38. The Technical Secretariat shall:
(a) Prepare and submit to the Executive Council the draft programme and 
budget of the Organization;

(b) Prepare and submit to the Executive Council the draft report of the 
Organization on the implementation of this Convention and such other 
reports as the Conference or the Executive Council may request;

(c) Provide administrative and technical support to the Conference, the 
Executive Council and subsidiary organs;

(d) Address and receive communications on behalf of the Organization to and 
from States Parties on matters pertaining to the implementation of this 
Convention;

(e) Provide technical assistance and technical evaluation to States Parties in 
the implementation of the provisions of this Convention, including evaluation 
of scheduled and unscheduled chemicals.

39. The Technical Secretariat shall:
(a) Negotiate agreements or arrangements relating to the implementation of 
verification activities with States Parties, subject to approval by the Executive 
Council;

(b) Not later than 180 days after entry into force of this Convention, 
coordinate the establishment and maintenance of permanent stockpiles of 
emergency and humanitarian assistance by States Parties in accordance 
with Article X, paragraphs 7 (b) and (c). The Technical Secretariat may 
inspect the items maintained for serviceability. Lists of items to be stockpiled 
shall be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to paragraph 
21 (i) above;

(c) Administer the voluntary fund referred to in Article X, compile declarations 
made by the States Parties and register, when requested, bilateral 
agreements concluded between States Parties or between a State Party and 
the Organization for the purposes of Article X.

40. The Technical Secretariat shall inform the Executive Council of any problem that has 
arisen with regard to the discharge of its functions, including doubts, ambiguities or 
uncertainties about compliance with this Convention that have come to its notice in the 
performance of its verification activities and that it has been unable to resolve or clarify 
through its consultations with the State Party concerned.



41. The Technical Secretariat shall comprise a Director-General, who shall be its head and 
chief administrative officer, inspectors and such scientific, technical and other personnel as 
may be required.

42. The Inspectorate shall be a unit of the Technical Secretariat and shall act under the 
supervision of the Director-General.

43. The Director-General shall be appointed by the Conference upon the recommendation 
of the Executive Council for a term of four years, renewable for one further term, but not 
thereafter.

44. The Director-General shall be responsible to the Conference and the Executive 
Council for the appointment of the staff and the organization and functioning of the 
Technical Secretariat. The paramount consideration in the employment of the staff and in 
the determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the highest 
standards of efficiency, competence and integrity. Only citizens of States Parties shall 
serve as the Director-General, as inspectors or as other members of the professional and 
clerical staff. Due regard shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a 
geographical basis as possible. Recruitment shall be guided by the principle that the staff 
shall be kept to a minimum necessary for the proper discharge of the responsibilities of the 
Technical Secretariat.

45. The Director-General shall be responsible for the organization and functioning of the 
Scientific Advisory Board referred to in paragraph 21 (h). The Director-General shall, in 
consultation with States Parties, appoint members of the Scientific Advisory Board, who 
shall serve in their individual capacity. The members of the Board shall be appointed on 
the basis of their expertise in the particular scientific fields relevant to the implementation 
of this Convention. The Director-General may also, as appropriate, in consultation with 
members of the Board, establish temporary working groups of scientific experts to provide 
recommendations on specific issues. In regard to the above, States Parties may submit 
lists of experts to the Director-General.

46. In the performance of their duties, the Director-General, the inspectors and the other 
members of the staff shall not seek or receive instructions from any Government or from 
any other source external to the Organization. They shall refrain from any action that might 
reflect on their positions as international officers responsible only to the Conference and 
the Executive Council.

47. Each State Party shall respect the exclusively international character of the 
responsibilities of the Director-General, the inspectors and the other members of the staff 
and not seek to influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities.

E. PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

48. The Organization shall enjoy on the territory and in any other place under the 
jurisdiction or control of a State Party such legal capacity and such privileges and 
immunities as are necessary for the exercise of its functions.

49. Delegates of States Parties, together with their alternates and advisers, 
representatives appointed to the Executive Council together with their alternates and 
advisers, the Director-General and the staff of the Organization shall enjoy such privileges 
and immunities as are necessary in the independent exercise of their functions in 



connection with the Organization.

50. The legal capacity, privileges, and immunities referred to in this Article shall be defined 
in agreements between the Organization and the States Parties as well as in an 
agreement between the Organization and the State in which the headquarters of the 
Organization is seated. These agreements shall be considered and approved by the 
Conference pursuant to paragraph 21 (i).

51. Notwithstanding paragraphs 48 and 49, the privileges and immunities enjoyed by the 
Director-General and the staff of the Technical Secretariat during the conduct of 
verification activities shall be those set forth in Part II, Section B, of the Verification Annex.

Article IX
CONSULTATIONS, COOPERATION AND FACT-FINDING

1. States Parties shall consult and cooperate, directly among themselves, or through the 
Organization or other appropriate international procedures, including procedures within the 
framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter, on any matter which 
may be raised relating to the object and purpose, or the implementation of the provisions, 
of this Convention.

2. Without prejudice to the right of any State Party to request a challenge inspection, 
States Parties should, whenever possible, first make every effort to clarify and resolve, 
through exchange of information and consultations among themselves, any matter which 
may cause doubt about compliance with this Convention, or which gives rise to concerns 
about a related matter which may be considered ambiguous. A State Party which receives 
a request from another State Party for clarification of any matter which the requesting 
State Party believes causes such a doubt or concern shall provide the requesting State 
Party as soon as possible, but in any case not later than 10 days after the request, with 
information sufficient to answer the doubt or concern raised along with an explanation of 
how the information provided resolves the matter. Nothing in this Convention shall affect 
the right of any two or more States Parties to arrange by mutual consent for inspections or 
any other procedures among themselves to clarify and resolve any matter which may 
cause doubt about compliance or gives rise to a concern about a related matter which may 
be considered ambiguous. Such arrangements shall not affect the rights and obligations of 
any State Party under other provisions of this Convention.

Procedure for requesting clarification

3. A State Party shall have the right to request the Executive Council to assist in clarifying 
any situation which may be considered ambiguous or which gives rise to a concern about 
the possible non-compliance of another State Party with this Convention. The Executive 
Council shall provide appropriate information in its possession relevant to such a concern.

4. A State Party shall have the right to request the Executive Council to obtain clarification 
from another State Party on any situation which may be considered ambiguous or which 
gives rise to a concern about its possible non-compliance with this Convention. In such a 
case, the following shall apply:

(a) The Executive Council shall forward the request for clarification to the 
State Party concerned through the Director-General not later than 24 hours 
after its receipt;



(b) The requested State Party shall provide the clarification to the Executive 
Council as soon as possible, but in any case not later than 10 days after the 
receipt of the request;

(c) The Executive Council shall take note of the clarification and forward it to 
the requesting State Party not later than 24 hours after its receipt;

(d) If the requesting State Party deems the clarification to be inadequate, it 
shall have the right to request the Executive Council to obtain from the 
requested State Party further clarification;

(e) For the purpose of obtaining further clarification requested under 
subparagraph (d), the Executive Council may call on the Director-General to 
establish a group of experts from the Technical Secretariat, or if appropriate 
staff are not available in the Technical Secretariat, from elsewhere, to 
examine all available information and data relevant to the situation causing 
the concern. The group of experts shall submit a factual report to the 
Executive Council on its findings;

(f) If the requesting State Party considers the clarification obtained under 
subparagraphs (d) and (e) to be unsatisfactory, it shall have the right to 
request a special session of the Executive Council in which States Parties 
involved that are not members of the Executive Council shall be entitled to 
take part. In such a special session, the Executive Council shall consider the 
matter and may recommend any measure it deems appropriate to resolve the 
situation.

5. A State Party shall also have the right to request the Executive Council to clarify any 
situation which has been considered ambiguous or has given rise to a concern about its 
possible non-compliance with this Convention. The Executive Council shall respond by 
providing such assistance as appropriate.

6. The Executive Council shall inform the States Parties about any request for clarification 
provided in this Article.

7. If the doubt or concern of a State Party about a possible non-compliance has not been 
resolved within 60 days after the submission of the request for clarification to the Executive 
Council, or it believes its doubts warrant urgent consideration, notwithstanding its right to 
request a challenge inspection, it may request a special session of the Conference in 
accordance with Article VIII, paragraph 12 (c). At such a special session, the Conference 
shall consider the matter and may recommend any measure it deems appropriate to 
resolve the situation.

Procedures for challenge inspections

8. Each State Party has the right to request an on-site challenge inspection of any facility 
or location in the territory or in any other place under the jurisdiction or control of any other 
State Party for the sole purpose of clarifying and resolving any questions concerning 
possible non-compliance with the provisions of this Convention, and to have this 
inspection conducted anywhere without delay by an inspection team designated by the 
Director-General and in accordance with the Verification Annex.

9. Each State Party is under the obligation to keep the inspection request within the scope 



of this Convention and to provide in the inspection request all appropriate information on 
the basis of which a concern has arisen regarding possible non-compliance with this 
Convention as specified in the Verification Annex. Each State Party shall refrain from 
unfounded inspection requests, care being taken to avoid abuse. The challenge inspection 
shall be carried out for the sole purpose of determining facts relating to the possible non-
compliance.

10. For the purpose of verifying compliance with the provisions of this Convention, each 
State Party shall permit the Technical Secretariat to conduct the on-site challenge 
inspection pursuant to paragraph 8.

11. Pursuant to a request for a challenge inspection of a facility or location, and in 
accordance with the procedures provided for in the Verification Annex, the inspected State 
Party shall have:

(a) The right and the obligation to make every reasonable effort to 
demonstrate its compliance with this Convention and, to this end, to enable 
the inspection team to fulfil its mandate;

(b) The obligation to provide access within the requested site for the sole 
purpose of establishing facts relevant to the concern regarding possible non-
compliance; and

(c) The right to take measures to protect sensitive installations, and to 
prevent disclosure of confidential information and data, not related to this 
Convention.

12. With regard to an observer, the following shall apply:
(a) The requesting State Party may, subject to the agreement of the 
inspected State Party, send a representative who may be a national either of 
the requesting State Party or of a third State Party, to observe the conduct of 
the challenge inspection. 

(b) The inspected State Party shall then grant access to the observer in 
accordance with the Verification Annex.

(c) The inspected State Party shall, as a rule, accept the proposed observer, 
but if the inspected State Party exercises a refusal, that fact shall be 
recorded in the final report.

13. The requesting State Party shall present an inspection request for an on-site challenge 
inspection to the Executive Council and at the same time to the Director-General for 
immediate processing.

14. The Director-General shall immediately ascertain that the inspection request meets the 
requirements specified in Part X, paragraph 4, of the Verification Annex, and, if necessary, 
assist the requesting State Party in filing the inspection request accordingly. When the 
inspection request fulfils the requirements, preparations for the challenge inspection shall 
begin.

15. The Director-General shall transmit the inspection request to the inspected State Party 
not less than 12 hours before the planned arrival of the inspection team at the point of 



entry.

16. After having received the inspection request, the Executive Council shall take 
cognizance of the Director-General's actions on the request and shall keep the case under 
its consideration throughout the inspection procedure. However, its deliberations shall not 
delay the inspection process.

17. The Executive Council may, not later than 12 hours after having received the 
inspection request, decide by a three-quarter majority of all its members against carrying 
out the challenge inspection, if it considers the inspection request to be frivolous, abusive 
or clearly beyond the scope of this Convention as described in paragraph 8. Neither the 
requesting nor the inspected State Party shall participate in such a decision. If the 
Executive Council decides against the challenge inspection, preparations shall be stopped, 
no further action on the inspection request shall be taken, and the States Parties 
concerned shall be informed accordingly.

18. The Director-General shall issue an inspection mandate for the conduct of the 
challenge inspection. The inspection mandate shall be the inspection request referred to in 
paragraphs 8 and 9 put into operational terms, and shall conform with the inspection 
request.

19. The challenge inspection shall be conducted in accordance with Part X or, in the case 
of alleged use, in accordance with Part XI of the Verification Annex. The inspection team 
shall be guided by the principle of conducting the challenge inspection in the least intrusive 
manner possible, consistent with the effective and timely accomplishment of its mission.

20. The inspected State Party shall assist the inspection team throughout the challenge 
inspection and facilitate its task. If the inspected State Party proposes, pursuant to Part X, 
Section C, of the Verification Annex, arrangements to demonstrate compliance with this 
Convention, alternative to full and comprehensive access, it shall make every reasonable 
effort, through consultations with the inspection team, to reach agreement on the 
modalities for establishing the facts with the aim of demonstrating its compliance.

21. The final report shall contain the factual findings as well as an assessment by the 
inspection team of the degree and nature of access and cooperation granted for the 
satisfactory implementation of the challenge inspection. The Director-General shall 
promptly transmit the final report of the inspection team to the requesting State Party, to 
the inspected State Party, to the Executive Council and to all other States Parties. The 
Director-General shall further transmit promptly to the Executive Council the assessments 
of the requesting and of the inspected States Parties, as well as the views of other States 
Parties which may be conveyed to the Director-General for that purpose, and then provide 
them to all States Parties.

22. The Executive Council shall, in accordance with its powers and functions, review the 
final report of the inspection team as soon as it is presented, and address any concerns as 
to:

(a) Whether any non-compliance has occurred;

(b) Whether the request had been within the scope of this Convention; and

(c) Whether the right to request a challenge inspection had been abused.



23. If the Executive Council reaches the conclusion, in keeping with its powers and 
functions, that further action may be necessary with regard to paragraph 22, it shall take 
the appropriate measures to redress the situation and to ensure compliance with this 
Convention, including specific recommendations to the Conference. In the case of abuse, 
the Executive Council shall examine whether the requesting State Party should bear any 
of the financial implications of the challenge inspection.

24. The requesting State Party and the inspected State Party shall have the right to 
participate in the review process. The Executive Council shall inform the States Parties 
and the next session of the Conference of the outcome of the process.

25. If the Executive Council has made specific recommendations to the Conference, the 
Conference shall consider action in accordance with Article XII.

Article X
ASSISTANCE AND PROTECTION AGAINST CHEMICAL WEAPONS

1. For the purposes of this Article, "Assistance" means the coordination and delivery to 
States Parties of protection against chemical weapons, including, inter alia, the following: 
detection equipment and alarm systems; protective equipment; decontamination 
equipment and decontaminants; medical antidotes and treatments; and advice on any of 
these protective measures.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as impeding the right of any State Party 
to conduct research into, develop, produce, acquire, transfer or use means of protection 
against chemical weapons, for purposes not prohibited under this Convention.

3. Each State Party undertakes to facilitate, and shall have the right to participate in, the 
fullest possible exchange of equipment, material and scientific and technological 
information concerning means of protection against chemical weapons.

4. For the purposes of increasing the transparency of national programmes related to 
protective purposes, each State Party shall provide annually to the Technical Secretariat 
information on its programme, in accordance with procedures to be considered and 
approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

5. The Technical Secretariat shall establish, not later than 180 days after entry into force of 
this Convention and maintain, for the use of any requesting State Party, a data bank 
containing freely available information concerning various means of protection against 
chemical weapons as well as such information as may be provided by States Parties.

The Technical Secretariat shall also, within the resources available to it, and at the request 
of a State Party, provide expert advice and assist the State Party in identifying how its 
programmes for the development and improvement of a protective capacity against 
chemical weapons could be implemented.

6. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as impeding the right of States Parties to 
request and provide assistance bilaterally and to conclude individual agreements with 
other States Parties concerning the emergency procurement of assistance.

7. Each State Party undertakes to provide assistance through the Organization and to this 
end to elect to take one or more of the following measures:



(a) To contribute to the voluntary fund for assistance to be established by the 
Conference at its first session;

(b) To conclude, if possible not later than 180 days after this Convention 
enters into force for it, agreements with the Organization concerning the 
procurement, upon demand, of assistance; 

(c) To declare, not later than 180 days after this Convention enters into force 
for it, the kind of assistance it might provide in response to an appeal by the 
Organization. If, however, a State Party subsequently is unable to provide the 
assistance envisaged in its declaration, it is still under the obligation to 
provide assistance in accordance with this paragraph.

8. Each State Party has the right to request and, subject to the procedures set forth in 
paragraphs 9, 10 and 11, to receive assistance and protection against the use or threat of 
use of chemical weapons if it considers that:

(a) Chemical weapons have been used against it;

(b) Riot control agents have been used against it as a method of warfare; or

(c) It is threatened by actions or activities of any State that are prohibited for 
States Parties by Article I.

9. The request, substantiated by relevant information, shall be submitted to the Director-
General, who shall transmit it immediately to the Executive Council and to all States 
Parties. The Director-General shall immediately forward the request to States Parties 
which have volunteered, in accordance with paragraphs 7 (b) and (c), to dispatch 
emergency assistance in case of use of chemical weapons or use of riot control agents as 
a method of warfare, or humanitarian assistance in case of serious threat of use of 
chemical weapons or serious threat of use of riot control agents as a method of warfare to 
the State Party concerned not later than 12 hours after receipt of the request. The 
Director-General shall initiate, not later than 24 hours after receipt of the request, an 
investigation in order to provide foundation for further action. He shall complete the 
investigation within 72 hours and forward a report to the Executive Council. If additional 
time is required for completion of the investigation, an interim report shall be submitted 
within the same time-frame. The additional time required for investigation shall not exceed 
72 hours. It may, however, be further extended by similar periods. Reports at the end of 
each additional period shall be submitted to the Executive Council. The investigation shall, 
as appropriate and in conformity with the request and the information accompanying the 
request, establish relevant facts related to the request as well as the type and scope of 
supplementary assistance and protection needed.

10. The Executive Council shall meet not later than 24 hours after receiving an 
investigation report to consider the situation and shall take a decision by simple majority 
within the following 24 hours on whether to instruct the Technical Secretariat to provide 
supplementary assistance. The Technical Secretariat shall immediately transmit to all 
States Parties and relevant international organizations the investigation report and the 
decision taken by the Executive Council. When so decided by the Executive Council, the 
Director-General shall provide assistance immediately. For this purpose, the Director-
General may cooperate with the requesting State Party, other States Parties and relevant 
international organizations. The States Parties shall make the fullest possible efforts to 



provide assistance.

11. If the information available from the ongoing investigation or other reliable sources 
would give sufficient proof that there are victims of use of chemical weapons and 
immediate action is indispensable, the Director-General shall notify all States Parties and 
shall take emergency measures of assistance, using the resources the Conference has 
placed at his disposal for such contingencies. The Director-General shall keep the 
Executive Council informed of actions undertaken pursuant to this paragraph.

Article XI
ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT

1. The provisions of this Convention shall be implemented in a manner which avoids 
hampering the economic or technological development of States Parties, and international 
cooperation in the field of chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention including the international exchange of scientific and technical information and 
chemicals and equipment for the production, processing or use of chemicals for purposes 
not prohibited under this Convention.

2. Subject to the provisions of this Convention and without prejudice to the principles and 
applicable rules of international law, the States Parties shall:

(a) Have the right, individually or collectively, to conduct research with, to 
develop, produce, acquire, retain, transfer, and use chemicals;

(b) Undertake to facilitate, and have the right to participate in, the fullest 
possible exchange of chemicals, equipment and scientific and technical 
information relating to the development and application of chemistry for 
purposes not prohibited under this Convention;

(c) Not maintain among themselves any restrictions, including those in any 
international agreements, incompatible with the obligations undertaken under 
this Convention, which would restrict or impede trade and the development 
and promotion of scientific and technological knowledge in the field of 
chemistry for industrial, agricultural, research, medical, pharmaceutical or 
other peaceful purposes;

(d) Not use this Convention as grounds for applying any measures other than 
those provided for, or permitted, under this Convention nor use any other 
international agreement for pursuing an objective inconsistent with this 
Convention;

(e) Undertake to review their existing national regulations in the field of trade 
in chemicals in order to render them consistent with the object and purpose 
of this Convention.

Article XII
MEASURES TO REDRESS A SITUATION AND TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE,

INCLUDING SANCTIONS

1. The Conference shall take the necessary measures, as set forth in paragraphs 2, 3 and 
4, to ensure compliance with this Convention and to redress and remedy any situation 



which contravenes the provisions of this Convention. In considering action pursuant to this 
paragraph, the Conference shall take into account all information and recommendations 
on the issues submitted by the Executive Council.

2. In cases where a State Party has been requested by the Executive Council to take 
measures to redress a situation raising problems with regard to its compliance, and where 
the State Party fails to fulfil the request within the specified time, the Conference may, inter 
alia, upon the recommendation of the Executive Council, restrict or suspend the State 
Party's rights and privileges under this Convention until it undertakes the necessary action 
to conform with its obligations under this Convention.

3. In cases where serious damage to the object and purpose of this Convention may result 
from activities prohibited under this Convention, in particular by Article I, the Conference 
may recommend collective measures to States Parties in conformity with international law.

4. The Conference shall, in cases of particular gravity, bring the issue, including relevant 
information and conclusions, to the attention of the United Nations General Assembly and 
the United Nations Security Council.

Article XIII
RELATION TO OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or 
detracting from the obligations assumed by any State under the Protocol for 
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, 
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 
1925, and under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 
and on Their Destruction, signed at London, Moscow and Washington on 10 
April 1972.

Article XIV
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

1. Disputes that may arise concerning the application or the interpretation of this 
Convention shall be settled in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Convention 
and in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

2. When a dispute arises between two or more States Parties, or between one or more 
States Parties and the Organization, relating to the interpretation or application of this 
Convention, the parties concerned shall consult together with a view to the expeditious 
settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by other peaceful means of the parties' choice, 
including recourse to appropriate organs of this Convention and, by mutual consent, 
referral to the International Court of Justice in conformity with the Statute of the Court. The 
States Parties involved shall keep the Executive Council informed of actions being taken.

3. The Executive Council may contribute to the settlement of a dispute by whatever means 
it deems appropriate, including offering its good offices, calling upon the States Parties to 
a dispute to start the settlement process of their choice and recommending a time-limit for 
any agreed procedure.

4. The Conference shall consider questions related to disputes raised by States Parties or 
brought to its attention by the Executive Council. The Conference shall, as it finds 



necessary, establish or entrust organs with tasks related to the settlement of these 
disputes in conformity with Article VIII, paragraph 21 (f).

5. The Conference and the Executive Council are separately empowered, subject to 
authorization from the General Assembly of the United Nations, to request the International 
Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on any legal question arising within the scope 
of the activities of the Organization. An agreement between the Organization and the 
United Nations shall be concluded for this purpose in accordance with Article VIII, 
paragraph 34 (a).

6. This Article is without prejudice to Article IX or to the provisions on measures to redress 
a situation and to ensure compliance, including sanctions.

Article XV
AMENDMENTS

1. Any State Party may propose amendments to this Convention. Any State Party may also 
propose changes, as specified in paragraph 4, to the Annexes of this Convention. 
Proposals for amendments shall be subject to the procedures in paragraphs 2 and 3. 
Proposals for changes, as specified in paragraph 4, shall be subject to the procedures in 
paragraph 5.

2. The text of a proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Director-General for 
circulation to all States Parties and to the Depositary. The proposed amendment shall be 
considered only by an Amendment Conference. Such an Amendment Conference shall be 
convened if one third or more of the States Parties notify the Director-General not later 
than 30 days after its circulation that they support further consideration of the proposal. 
The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a regular session of the 
Conference unless the requesting States Parties ask for an earlier meeting. In no case 
shall an Amendment Conference be held less than 60 days after the circulation of the 
proposed amendment.

3. Amendments shall enter into force for all States Parties 30 days after deposit of the 
instruments of ratification or acceptance by all the States Parties referred to under 
subparagraph (b) below:

(a) When adopted by the Amendment Conference by a positive vote of a 
majority of all States Parties with no State Party casting a negative vote; and

(b) Ratified or accepted by all those States Parties casting a positive vote at 
the Amendment Conference.

4. In order to ensure the viability and the effectiveness of this Convention, provisions in the 
Annexes shall be subject to changes in accordance with paragraph 5, if proposed changes 
are related only to matters of an administrative or technical nature. All changes to the 
Annex on Chemicals shall be made in accordance with paragraph 5. Sections A and C of 
the Confidentiality Annex, Part X of the Verification Annex, and those definitions in Part I of 
the Verification Annex which relate exclusively to challenge inspections, shall not be 
subject to changes in accordance with paragraph 5.

5. Proposed changes referred to in paragraph 4 shall be made in accordance with the 
following procedures:



(a) The text of the proposed changes shall be transmitted together with the 
necessary information to the Director-General. Additional information for the 
evaluation of the proposal may be provided by any State Party and the 
Director-General. The Director-General shall promptly communicate any 
such proposals and information to all States Parties, the Executive Council 
and the Depositary;

(b) Not later than 60 days after its receipt, the Director-General shall evaluate 
the proposal to determine all its possible consequences for the provisions of 
this Convention and its implementation and shall communicate any such 
information to all States Parties and the Executive Council;

(c) The Executive Council shall examine the proposal in the light of all 
information available to it, including whether the proposal fulfils the 
requirements of paragraph 4. Not later than 90 days after its receipt, the 
Executive Council shall notify its recommendation, with appropriate 
explanations, to all States Parties for consideration. States Parties shall 
acknowledge receipt within 10 days;

(d) If the Executive Council recommends to all States Parties that the 
proposal be adopted, it shall be considered approved if no State Party 
objects to it within 90 days after receipt of the recommendation. If the 
Executive Council recommends that the proposal be rejected, it shall be 
considered rejected if no State Party objects to the rejection within 90 days 
after receipt of the recommendation; 

(e) If a recommendation of the Executive Council does not meet with the 
acceptance required under subparagraph (d), a decision on the proposal, 
including whether it fulfils the requirements of paragraph 4, shall be taken as 
a matter of substance by the Conference at its next session;

(f) The Director-General shall notify all States Parties and the Depositary of 
any decision under this paragraph;

(g) Changes approved under this procedure shall enter into force for all 
States Parties 180 days after the date of notification by the Director-General 
of their approval unless another time period is recommended by the 
Executive Council or decided by the Conference.

Article XVI
DURATION AND WITHDRAWAL

1. This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw 
from this Convention if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of 
this Convention, have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice 
of such withdrawal 90 days in advance to all other States Parties, the Executive Council, 
the Depositary and the United Nations Security Council. Such notice shall include a 
statement of the extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme 
interests.



3. The withdrawal of a State Party from this Convention shall not in any way affect the duty 
of States to continue fulfilling the obligations assumed under any relevant rules of 
international law, particularly the Geneva Protocol of 1925.

Article XVII
STATUS OF THE ANNEXES

The Annexes form an integral part of this Convention. Any reference to this Convention 
includes the Annexes.

Article XVIII
SIGNATURE

This Convention shall be open for signature for all States before its entry into force.
Article XIX

RATIFICATION

This Convention shall be subject to ratification by States Signatories according to their 
respective constitutional processes.

Article XX
ACCESSION

Any State which does not sign this Convention before its entry into force may accede to it 
at any time thereafter.

Article XXI
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Convention shall enter into force 180 days after the date of the deposit of the 65th 
instrument of ratification, but in no case earlier than two years after its opening for 
signature.

2. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to 
the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the 30th day following the 
date of deposit of their instrument of ratification or accession.

Article XXII
RESERVATIONS

The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations. The Annexes of this 
Convention shall not be subject to reservations incompatible with its object and purpose.

Article XXIII
DEPOSITARY

The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary of 
this Convention and shall, inter alia:

(a) Promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of the date of each 
signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession 
and the date of the entry into force of this Convention, and of the receipt of 
other notices;

(b) Transmit duly certified copies of this Convention to the Governments of all 
signatory and acceding States; and



(c) Register this Convention pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations.

Article XXIV
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect, have 
signed this Convention.

Done at Paris on the thirteenth day of January, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-
three.

ANNEX ON CHEMICALS

CONTENTS

A. GUIDELINES FOR SCHEDULES OF CHEMICALS 

B. SCHEDULES OF CHEMICALS 
A. GUIDELINES FOR SCHEDULES OF CHEMICALS

Guidelines for Schedule 1

1. The following criteria shall be taken into account in considering whether a toxic chemical 
or precursor should be included in Schedule 1:

(a) It has been developed, produced, stockpiled or used as a chemical 
weapon as defined in Article II;

(b) It poses otherwise a high risk to the object and purpose of this Convention 
by virtue of its high potential for use in activities prohibited under this 
Convention because one or more of the following conditions are met:

(i) It possesses a chemical structure closely related to that of 
other toxic chemicals listed in Schedule 1, and has, or can be 
expected to have, comparable properties;
(ii) It possesses such lethal or incapacitating toxicity as well as 
other properties that would enable it to be used as a chemical 
weapon;
(iii) It may be used as a precursor in the final single 
technological stage of production of a toxic chemical listed in 
Schedule 1, regardless of whether this stage takes place in 
facilities, in munitions or elsewhere;

(c) It has little or no use for purposes not prohibited under this Convention.
Guidelines for Schedule 2



2. The following criteria shall be taken into account in considering whether a toxic chemical 
not listed in Schedule 1 or a precursor to a Schedule 1 chemical or to a chemical listed in 
Schedule 2, part A, should be included in Schedule 2:

(a) It poses a significant risk to the object and purpose of this Convention 
because it possesses such lethal or incapacitating toxicity as well as other 
properties that could enable it to be used as a chemical weapon;

(b) It may be used as a precursor in one of the chemical reactions at the final 
stage of formation of a chemical listed in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2, part A;

(c) It poses a significant risk to the object and purpose of this Convention by 
virtue of its importance in the production of a chemical listed in Schedule 1 or 
Schedule 2, part A;

(d) It is not produced in large commercial quantities for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention.

Guidelines for Schedule 3

3. The following criteria shall be taken into account in considering whether a toxic chemical 
or precursor, not listed in other Schedules, should be included in Schedule 3:

(a) It has been produced, stockpiled or used as a chemical weapon;

(b) It poses otherwise a risk to the object and purpose of this Convention 
because it possesses such lethal or incapacitating toxicity as well as other 
properties that might enable it to be used as a chemical weapon;

(c) It poses a risk to the object and purpose of this Convention by virtue of its 
importance in the production of one or more chemicals listed in Schedule 1 or 
Schedule 2, part B;

(d) It may be produced in large commercial quantities for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention.

B. SCHEDULES OF CHEMICALS

The following Schedules list toxic chemicals and their precursors. For the purpose of 
implementing this Convention, these Schedules identify chemicals for the application of 
verification measures according to the provisions of the Verification Annex. Pursuant to 
Article II, subparagraph 1 (a), these Schedules do not constitute a definition of chemical 
weapons.

(Whenever reference is made to groups of dialkylated chemicals, followed by a list of alkyl 
groups in parentheses, all chemicals possible by all possible combinations of alkyl groups 
listed in the parentheses are considered as listed in the respective Schedule as long as 
they are not explicitly exempted. A chemical marked "*" on Schedule 2, part A, is subject to 
special thresholds for declaration and verification, as specified in Part VII of the Verification 
Annex.)

Schedule 1
(CAS registry 
number)



A. Toxic chemicals:
(1) O-Alkyl (<C10, incl. cycloalkyl) alkyl

(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr)-phosphonofluoridates
e.g. Sarin:O-Isopropyl methylphosphonofluoridate (107-44-8)
Soman:O-Pinacolyl methylphosphonofluoridate (96-64-0)

(2) O-Alkyl (<C10, incl. cycloalkyl) N,N-dialkyl
(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) phosphoramidocyanidates
e.g. Tabun: O-Ethyl N,N-dimethyl phosphoramidocyanidate (77-81-6)

(3) O-Alkyl (H or <C10, incl. cycloalkyl) S-2-dialkyl
(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr)-aminoethyl alkyl
(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) phosphonothiolates and
Corresponding alkylated or protonated salts
e.g. VX: O-Ethyl S-2-diisopropylaminoethyl
ethyl phosphonothiolate (50782-69-9)

(4) Sulfur mustards:
2-Chloroethylchloromethylsulfide, (625-76-5)
Mustard gas: Bis(2-chloroethyl)sulfide, (505-60-2)
Bis(2-chloroethylthio)methane, (63869-13-6)
Sesquimustard: 1,2-Bis(2-chloroethylthio)ethane, (3563-36-8)
1,3-Bis(2-chloroethylthio)-n-propane (63905-10-2)
1,4-Bis(2-chloroethylthio)-n-butane (142868-93-7)
1,5-Bis(2-chloroethylthio)-n-pentane (42868-94-8)
Bis(2-chloroethylthiomethyl)ether (63918-90-1)
O-Mustard: Bis(2-chloroethylthioethyl)ether, (63918-89-8)

(5) Lewisites:
Lewisite 1: 2-Chlorovinyldichloroarsine, (541-25-3)
Lewisite 2: Bis(2-chlorovinyl)chloroarsine (40334-69-8)
Lewisite 3: Tris(2-chlorovinyl)arsine (40334-70-1)

(6) Nitrogen mustards:
HN1: Bis(2-chloroethyl)ethylamine, (538-07-8)
HN2: Bis(2-chloroethyl)methylamine, (51-75-2)
HN3: Tris(2-chloroethyl)amine (555-77-1)

(7) Saxitoxin (35523-89-8)
(8) Ricin (9009-86-3)
B. Precursors:
(9) Alkyl (Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) phosphonyldifluorides

e.g. DF: Methylphosphonyldifluoride, (676-99-3)
(10) O-Alkyl (H or <C10, incl. cycloalkyl) O-2-dialkyl

(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr)-aminoethyl alkyl
(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) phosphonites and
Corresponding alkylated or protonated salts
e.g. QL: O-Ethyl O-2-diisopropylaminoethyl methylphosphonite (57856-11-8)

(11) Chlorosarin: O-Isopropyl methylphosphonochloridate (1445-76-7)
(12) Chlorosoman: O-Pinacolyl (7040-57-5)

Schedule 2
A. Toxic chemicals
(1) Amiton: O,O-Diethyl S-[2-(diethylamino)ethyl] 

phosphorothiolate,
(78-53-5)

and corresponding alkylated or protonated salts



(2) PFIB: 1,1,3,3,3-Pentafluoro-2-(trifluoromethyl)-1-propene (382-21-8)
(3) BZ: 3-Quinuclidinyl benzilate (*) (6581-06-2)
B. Precursors:
(4) Chemicals, except for those listed in Schedule 1,

containing a phosphorus atom to which is bonded
one methyl, ethyl or propyl (normal or iso) group
but not further carbon atoms,
e.g. Methylphosphonyl dichloride, (676-97-1)
Dimethyl methylphosphonate (756-79-6)
Exemption: Fonofos: O-Ethyl S-phenyl 
ethylphosphonothiolothionate

(944-22-9)

(5) N, N-Dialkyl (Me Et n-Pr or i-Pr) phosphoramidic dihalides
(6) Dialkyl (Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) N,N-dialkyl 

(Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr)-phosphoramidates
(7) Arsenic trichloride (7784-34-1)
(8) 2, 2-Diphenyl-2-hydroxyacetic acid (76-93-7)
(9) Quinuclidin-3-ol (1619-34-7)
(10) N,N-Dialkyl (Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) aminoethyl-2-chlorides

and corresponding protonated salts
(11) N,N-Dialkyl (Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) aminoethane-2-ols

and corresponding protonated salts
Exemptions: N,N-Dimethylaminoethanol (108-01-0)
and corresponding protonated salts
N,N-Diethylaminoethanol (100-37-8)
and corresponding protonated salts

(12) N,N-Dialkyl (Me, Et, n-Pr or i-Pr) aminoethane-2-thiols
and corresponding protonated salts

(13) Thiodiglycol: Bis(2-hydroxyethyl)sulfide (111-48-8)
(14) Pinacolyl alcohol: 3,3-Dimethylbutan-2-ol (464-07-3)

Schedule 3
A. Toxic chemicals:
(1) Phosgene: Carbonyl dichloride (75-44-5)
(2) Cyanogen chloride (506-77-4) 
(3) Hydrogen cyanide (74-90-8)
(4) Chloropicrin: Trichloronitromethane (76-06-2)
B. Precursors:
(5) Phosphorus oxychloride (10025-87-3)
(6) Phosphorus trichloride (7719-12-2)
(7) Phosphorus pentachloride (10026-13-8)
(8) Trimethyl phosphite (121-45-9)
(9) Triethyl phosphite (122-52-1)
(10) Dimethyl phosphite (868-85-9)
(11) Diethyl phosphite (762-04-9)
(12) Sulfur monochloride (10025-67-9)
(13) Sulfur dichloride (10545-99-0)
(14) Thionyl chloride (7719-09-7)
(15) Ethyldiethanolamine (139-87-7)
(16) Methyldiethanolamine (105-59-9)
(17) Triethanolamine (102-71-6)
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PART I

DEFINITIONS

1. "Approved Equipment" means the devices and instruments necessary for the 
performance of the inspection team's duties that have been certified by the Technical 
Secretariat in accordance with regulations prepared by the Technical Secretariat pursuant 
to Part II, paragraph 27 of this Annex. Such equipment may also refer to the administrative 
supplies or recording materials that would be used by the inspection team.

2. "Building" as referred to in the definition of chemical weapons production facility in 
Article II comprises specialized buildings and standard buildings.

(a) "Specialized Building" means:
(i) Any building, including underground structures, containing 
specialized equipment in a production or filling configuration;

(ii) Any building, including underground structures, which has 
distinctive features which distinguish it from buildings normally 
used for chemical production or filling activities not prohibited 
under this Convention.



(b) "Standard Building" means any building, including underground 
structures, constructed to prevailing industry standards for facilities not 
producing any chemical specified in Article II, paragraph 8 (a) (i), or corrosive 
chemicals.

3. "Challenge Inspection" means the inspection of any facility or location in the territory or 
in any other place under the jurisdiction or control of a State Party requested by another 
State Party pursuant to Article IX, paragraphs 8 to 25.

4. "Discrete Organic Chemical" means any chemical belonging to the class of chemical 
compounds consisting of all compounds of carbon except for its oxides, sulfides and metal 
carbonates, identifiable by chemical name, by structural formula, if known, and by 
Chemical Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned.

5. "Equipment" as referred to in the definition of chemical weapons production facility in 
Article II comprises specialized equipment and standard equipment.

(a) "Specialized Equipment" means:

(i) The main production train, including any reactor or 
equipment for product synthesis, separation or purification, any 
equipment used directly for heat transfer in the final 
technological stage, such as in reactors or in product 
separation, as well as any other equipment which has been in 
contact with any chemical specified in Article II, paragraph 8 
(a) (i), or would be in contact with such a chemical if the facility 
were operated;

(ii) Any chemical weapon filling machines;

(iii) Any other equipment specially designed, built or installed for 
the operation of the facility as a chemical weapons production 
facility, as distinct from a facility constructed according to 
prevailing commercial industry standards for facilities not 
producing any chemical specified in Article II, paragraph 8 (a) 
(i), or corrosive chemicals, such as: equipment made of high-
nickel alloys or other special corrosion-resistant material; 
special equipment for waste control, waste treatment, air 
filtering, or solvent recovery; special containment enclosures 
and safety shields; non-standard laboratory equipment used to 
analyse toxic chemicals for chemical weapons purposes; 
custom-designed process control panels; or dedicated spares 
for specialized equipment.

(b) "Standard Equipment" means:
(i) Production equipment which is generally used in the 
chemical industry and is not included in the types of specialized 
equipment;

(ii) Other equipment commonly used in the chemical industry, 
such as: fire-fighting equipment; guard and security/safety 
surveillance equipment; medical facilities, laboratory facilities; or 
communications equipment.



6. "Facility" in the context of Article VI means any of the industrial sites as defined below 
("plant site","plant" and "unit").

(a) "Plant Site" (Works, Factory) means the local integration of one or more 
plants, with any intermediate administrative levels, which are under one 
operational control, and includes common infrastructure, such as:

(i) Administration and other offices;

(ii) Repair and maintenance shops;

(iii) Medical centre;

(iv) Utilities;

(v) Central analytical laboratory;

(vi) Research and development laboratories;

(vii) Central effluent and waste treatment area; and 

(viii) Warehouse storage.
(b) "Plant" (Production facility, Workshop) means a relatively self-contained 
area, structure or building containing one or more units with auxiliary and 
associated infrastructure, such as:

(i) Small administrative section; 

(ii) Storage/handling areas for feedstock and products;

(iii) Effluent/waste handling/treatment area;

(iv) Control/analytical laboratory;

(v) First aid service/related medical section; and

(vi) Records associated with the movement into, around and 
from the site, of declared chemicals and their feedstock or 
product chemicals formed from them, as appropriate.

(c) "Unit" (Production unit, Process unit) means the combination of those 
items of equipment, including vessels and vessel set up, necessary for the 
production, processing or consumption of a chemical.

7. "Facility Agreement" means an agreement or arrangement between a State Party and 
the Organization relating to a specific facility subject to on-site verification pursuant to 
Articles IV, V and VI.

8. "Host State" means the State on whose territory lie facilities or areas of another State, 
Party to this Convention, which are subject to inspection under this Convention.

9. "In-Country Escort" means individuals specified by the inspected State Party and, if 
appropriate, by the Host State, if they so wish, to accompany and assist the inspection 



team during the in-country period.

10. "In-Country Period" means the period from the arrival of the inspection team at a point 
of entry until its departure from the State at a point of entry.

11. "Initial Inspection" means the first on-site inspection of facilities to verify declarations 
submitted pursuant to Articles III, IV, V and VI and this Annex.

12. "Inspected State Party" means the State Party on whose territory or in any other place 
under its jurisdiction or control an inspection pursuant to this Convention takes place, or 
the State Party whose facility or area on the territory of a Host State is subject to such an 
inspection; it does not, however, include the State Party specified in Part II, paragraph 21 
of this Annex.

13. "Inspection Assistant" means an individual designated by the Technical Secretariat as 
set forth in Part II, Section A, of this Annex to assist inspectors in an inspection or visit, 
such as medical, security and administrative personnel and interpreters.

14. "Inspection Mandate" means the instructions issued by the Director-General to the 
inspection team for the conduct of a particular inspection.

15. "Inspection Manual" means the compilation of additional procedures for the conduct of 
inspections developed by the Technical Secretariat.

16. "Inspection Site" means any facility or area at which an inspection is carried out and 
which is specifically defined in the respective facility agreement or inspection request or 
mandate or inspection request as expanded by the alternative or final perimeter.

17. "Inspection Team" means the group of inspectors and inspection assistants assigned 
by the Director-General to conduct a particular inspection.

18. "Inspector" means an individual designated by the Technical Secretariat according to 
the procedures as set forth in Part II, Section A, of this Annex, to carry out an inspection or 
visit in accordance with this Convention.

19. "Model Agreement" means a document specifying the general form and content for an 
agreement concluded between a State Party and the Organization for fulfilling the 
verification provisions specified in this Annex.

20. "Observer" means a representative of a requesting State Party or a third State Party to 
observe a challenge inspection.

21. "Perimeter" in case of challenge inspection means the external boundary of the 
inspection site, defined by either geographic coordinates or description on a map.

(a) "Requested Perimeter" means the inspection site perimeter as specified 
in conformity with Part X, paragraph 8, of this Annex;

(b) "Alternative Perimeter" means the inspection site perimeter as specified, 
alternatively to the requested perimeter, by the inspected State Party; it shall 
conform to the requirements specified in Part X, paragraph 17, of this Annex;

(c) "Final Perimeter" means the final inspection site perimeter as agreed in 



negotiations between the inspection team and the inspected State Party, in 
accordance with Part X, paragraphs 16 to 21, of this Annex;

(d) "Declared Perimeter" means the external boundary of the facility declared 
pursuant to Articles III, IV, V and VI.

22. "Period of Inspection", for the purposes of Article IX, means the period of time from 
provision of access to the inspection team to the inspection site until its departure from the 
inspection site, exclusive of time spent on briefings before and after the verification 
activities.

23. "Period of Inspection", for the purposes of Articles IV, V and VI, means the period of 
time from arrival of the inspection team at the inspection site until its departure from the 
inspection site, exclusive of time spent on briefings before and after the verification 
activities.

24. "Point of Entry"/"Point of Exit" means a location designated for the in-country arrival of 
inspection teams for inspections pursuant to this Convention or for their departure after 
completion of their mission.

25. "Requesting State Party" means a State Party which has requested a challenge 
inspection pursuant to Article IX.

26. "Tonne" means metric ton, i.e. 1,000 kg.
PART II

GENERAL RULES OF VERIFICATION
A. DESIGNATION OF INSPECTORS AND INSPECTION ASSISTANTS

1. Not later than 30 days after entry into force of this Convention the Technical Secretariat 
shall communicate, in writing, to all States Parties the names, nationalities and ranks of 
the inspectors and inspection assistants proposed for designation, as well as a description 
of their qualifications and professional experiences.

2. Each State Party shall immediately acknowledge receipt of the list of inspectors and 
inspection assistants, proposed for designation communicated to it. The State Party shall 
inform the Technical Secretariat in writing of its acceptance of each inspector and 
inspection assistant, not later than 30 days after acknowledgement of receipt of the list. 
Any inspector and inspection assistant included in this list shall be regarded as designated 
unless a State Party, not later than 30 days after acknowledgement of receipt of the list, 
declares its non-acceptance in writing. The State Party may include the reason for the 
objection.

In the case of non-acceptance, the proposed inspector or inspection assistant shall not 
undertake or participate in verification activities on the territory or in any other place under 
the jurisdiction or control of the State Party which has declared its non-acceptance. The 
Technical Secretariat shall, as necessary, submit further proposals in addition to the 
original list.

3. Verification activities under this Convention shall only be performed by designated 
inspectors and inspection assistants.



4. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5, a State Party has the right at any time to object 
to an inspector or inspection assistant who has already been designated. It shall notify the 
Technical Secretariat of its objection in writing and may include the reason for the 
objection. Such objection shall come into effect 30 days after receipt by the Technical 
Secretariat. The Technical Secretariat shall immediately inform the State Party concerned 
of the withdrawal of the designation of the inspector or inspection assistant.

5. A State Party that has been notified of an inspection shall not seek to have removed 
from the inspection team for that inspection any of the designated inspectors or inspection 
assistants named in the inspection team list.

6. The number of inspectors or inspection assistants accepted by and designated to a 
State Party must be sufficient to allow for availability and rotation of appropriate numbers 
of inspectors and inspection assistants.

7. If, in the opinion of the Director-General, the non-acceptance of proposed inspectors or 
inspection assistants impedes the designation of a sufficient number of inspectors or 
inspection assistants or otherwise hampers the effective fulfilment of the tasks of the 
Technical Secretariat, the Director-General shall refer the issue to the Executive Council.

8. Whenever amendments to the above-mentioned lists of inspectors and inspection 
assistants are necessary or requested, replacement inspectors and inspection assistants 
shall be designated in the same manner as set forth with respect to the initial list.

9. The members of the inspection team carrying out an inspection of a facility of a State 
Party located on the territory of another State Party shall be designated in accordance with 
the procedures set forth in this Annex as applied both to the inspected State Party and the 
Host State Party.

B. PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

10. Each State Party shall, not later than 30 days after acknowledgement of receipt of the 
list of inspectors and inspection assistants or of changes thereto, provide multiple 
entry/exit and/or transit visas and other such documents to enable each inspector or 
inspection assistant to enter and to remain on the territory of that State Party for the 
purpose of carrying out inspection activities. These documents shall be valid for at least 
two years after their provision to the Technical Secretariat.

11. To exercise their functions effectively, inspectors and inspection assistants shall be 
accorded privileges and immunities as set forth in subparagraphs (a) to (i). Privileges and 
immunities shall be granted to members of the inspection team for the sake of this 
Convention and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. Such privileges 
and immunities shall be accorded to them for the entire period between arrival on and 
departure from the territory of the inspected State Party or Host State, and thereafter with 
respect to acts previously performed in the exercise of their official functions.

(a) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the inviolability 
enjoyed by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 29 of the Vienna Convention 
on Diplomatic Relations of 18 April 1961.

(b) The living quarters and office premises occupied by the inspection team 
carrying out inspection activities pursuant to this Convention shall be 
accorded the inviolability and protection accorded to the premises of 



diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 30, paragraph 1, of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

(c) The papers and correspondence, including records, of the inspection 
team shall enjoy the inviolability accorded to all papers and correspondence 
of diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 30, paragraph 2, of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations. The inspection team shall have the right 
to use codes for their communications with the Technical Secretariat.

(d) Samples and approved equipment carried by members of the inspection 
team shall be inviolable subject to provisions contained in this Convention 
and exempt from all customs duties. Hazardous samples shall be transported 
in accordance with relevant regulations.

(e) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the immunities 
accorded to diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 31, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, 
of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

(f) The members of the inspection team carrying out prescribed activities 
pursuant to this Convention shall be accorded the exemption from dues and 
taxes accorded to diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 34 of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

(g) The members of the inspection team shall be permitted to bring into the 
territory of the inspected State Party or Host State Party, without payment of 
any customs duties or related charges, articles for personal use, with the 
exception of articles the import or export of which is prohibited by law or 
controlled by quarantine regulations.

(h) The members of the inspection team shall be accorded the same 
currency and exchange facilities as are accorded to representatives of 
foreign Governments on temporary official missions.

(i) The members of the inspection team shall not engage in any professional 
or commercial activity for personal profit on the territory of the inspected 
State Party or the Host State.

12. When transiting the territory of non-inspected States Parties, the members of the 
inspection team shall be accorded the privileges and immunities enjoyed by diplomatic 
agents pursuant to Article 40, paragraph 1, of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations. Papers and correspondence, including records, and samples and approved 
equipment, carried by them, shall be accorded the privileges and immunities set forth in 
paragraph 11 (c) and (d).

13. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities the members of the inspection 
team shall be obliged to respect the laws and regulations of the inspected State Party or 
Host State and, to the extent that is consistent with the inspection mandate, shall be 
obliged not to interfere in the internal affairs of that State. If the inspected State Party or 
Host State Party considers that there has been an abuse of privileges and immunities 
specified in this Annex, consultations shall be held between the State Party and the 
Director-General to determine whether such an abuse has occurred and, if so determined, 
to prevent a repetition of such an abuse.



14. The immunity from jurisdiction of members of the inspection team may be waived by 
the Director-General in those cases when the Director-General is of the opinion that 
immunity would impede the course of justice and that it can be waived without prejudice to 
the implementation of the provisions of this Convention. Waiver must always be express.

15. Observers shall be accorded the same privileges and immunities accorded to 
inspectors pursuant to this section, except for those accorded pursuant to paragraph 11 
(d).

C. STANDING ARRANGEMENTS
Points of entry

16. Each State Party shall designate the points of entry and shall supply the required 
information to the Technical Secretariat not later than 30 days after this Convention enters 
into force for it. These points of entry shall be such that the inspection team can reach any 
inspection site from at least one point of entry within 12 hours. Locations of points of entry 
shall be provided to all States Parties by the Technical Secretariat.

17. Each State Party may change the points of entry by giving notice of such change to the 
Technical Secretariat. Changes shall become effective 30 days after the Technical 
Secretariat receives such notification to allow appropriate notification to all States Parties.

18. If the Technical Secretariat considers that there are insufficient points of entry for the 
timely conduct of inspections or that changes to the points of entry proposed by a State 
Party would hamper such timely conduct of inspections, it shall enter into consultations 
with the State Party concerned to resolve the problem.

19. In cases where facilities or areas of an inspected State Party are located on the 
territory of a Host State Party or where the access from the point of entry to the facilities or 
areas subject to inspection requires transit through the territory of another State Party, the 
inspected State Party shall exercise the rights and fulfil the obligations concerning such 
inspections in accordance with this Annex. The Host State Party shall facilitate the 
inspection of those facilities or areas and shall provide for the necessary support to enable 
the inspection team to carry out its tasks in a timely and effective manner. States Parties 
through whose territory transit is required to inspect facilities or areas of an inspected 
State Party shall facilitate such transit. 

20. In cases where facilities or areas of an inspected State Party are located on the 
territory of a State not Party to this Convention, the inspected State Party shall take all 
necessary measures to ensure that inspections of those facilities or areas can be carried 
out in accordance with the provisions of this Annex. A State Party that has one or more 
facilities or areas on the territory of a State not Party to this Convention shall take all 
necessary measures to ensure acceptance by the Host State of inspectors and inspection 
assistants designated to that State Party. If an inspected State Party is unable to ensure 
access, it shall demonstrate that it took all necessary measures to ensure access.

21. In cases where the facilities or areas sought to be inspected are located on the territory 
of a State Party, but in a place under the jurisdiction or control of a State not Party to this 
Convention, the State Party shall take all necessary measures as would be required of an 
inspected State Party and a Host State Party to ensure that inspections of such facilities or 
areas can be carried out in accordance with the provisions of this Annex. If the State Party 
is unable to ensure access to those facilities or areas, it shall demonstrate that it took all 



necessary measures to ensure access. This paragraph shall not apply where the facilities 
or areas sought to be inspected are those of the State Party.

Arrangements for use of non-scheduled aircraft

22. For inspections pursuant to Article IX and for other inspections where timely travel is 
not feasible using scheduled commercial transport, an inspection team may need to utilize 
aircraft owned or chartered by the Technical Secretariat. Not later than 30 days after this 
Convention enters into force for it, each State Party shall inform the Technical Secretariat 
of the standing diplomatic clearance number for non-scheduled aircraft transporting 
inspection teams and equipment necessary for inspection into and out of the territory in 
which an inspection site is located. Aircraft routings to and from the designated point of 
entry shall be along established international airways that are agreed upon between the 
States Parties and the Technical Secretariat as the basis for such diplomatic clearance.

23. When a non-scheduled aircraft is used, the Technical Secretariat shall provide the 
inspected State Party with a flight plan, through the National Authority, for the aircraft's 
flight from the last airfield prior to entering the airspace of the State in which the inspection 
site is located to the point of entry, not less than six hours before the scheduled departure 
time from that airfield. Such a plan shall be filed in accordance with the procedures of the 
International Civil Aviation Organization applicable to civil aircraft. For its owned or 
chartered flights, the Technical Secretariat shall include in the remarks section of each 
flight plan the standing diplomatic clearance number and the appropriate notation 
identifying the aircraft as an inspection aircraft.

24. Not less than three hours before the scheduled departure of the inspection team from 
the last airfield prior to entering the airspace of the State in which the inspection is to take 
place, the inspected State Party or Host State Party shall ensure that the flight plan filed in 
accordance with paragraph 23 is approved so that the inspection team may arrive at the 
point of entry by the estimated arrival time.

25. The inspected State Party shall provide parking, security protection, servicing and fuel 
as required by the Technical Secretariat for the aircraft of the inspection team at the point 
of entry when such aircraft is owned or chartered by the Technical Secretariat. Such 
aircraft shall not be liable for landing fees, departure tax, and similar charges. The 
Technical Secretariat shall bear the cost of such fuel, security protection and servicing.

Administrative arrangements

26. The inspected State Party shall provide or arrange for the amenities necessary for the 
inspection team such as communication means, interpretation services to the extent 
necessary for the performance of interviewing and other tasks, transportation, working 
space, lodging, meals and medical care. In this regard, the inspected State Party shall be 
reimbursed by the Organization for such costs incurred by the inspection team.

Approved equipment

27. Subject to paragraph 29, there shall be no restriction by the inspected State Party on 
the inspection team bringing onto the inspection site such equipment, approved in 
accordance with paragraph 28, which the Technical Secretariat has determined to be 
necessary to fulfil the inspection requirements. The Technical Secretariat shall prepare 
and, as appropriate, update a list of approved equipment, which may be needed for the 
purposes described above, and regulations governing such equipment which shall be in 
accordance with this Annex. In establishing the list of approved equipment and these 
regulations, the Technical Secretariat shall ensure that safety considerations for all the 



types of facilities at which such equipment is likely to be used, are taken fully into account. 
A list of approved equipment shall be considered and approved by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

28. The equipment shall be in the custody of the Technical Secretariat and be designated, 
calibrated and approved by the Technical Secretariat. The Technical Secretariat shall, to 
the extent possible, select that equipment which is specifically designed for the specific 
kind of inspection required. Designated and approved equipment shall be specifically 
protected against unauthorized alteration.

29. The inspected State Party shall have the right, without prejudice to the prescribed time-
frames, to inspect the equipment in the presence of inspection team members at the point 
of entry, i.e., to check the identity of the equipment brought in or removed from the territory 
of the inspected State Party or the Host State. To facilitate such identification, the 
Technical Secretariat shall attach documents and devices to authenticate its designation 
and approval of the equipment. The inspection of the equipment shall also ascertain to the 
satisfaction of the inspected State Party that the equipment meets the description of the 
approved equipment for the particular type of inspection. The inspected State Party may 
exclude equipment not meeting that description or equipment without the above-
mentioned authentication documents and devices. Procedures for the inspection of 
equipment shall be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, 
paragraph 21 (i).

30. In cases where the inspection team finds it necessary to use equipment available on 
site not belonging to the Technical Secretariat and requests the inspected State Party to 
enable the team to use such equipment, the inspected State Party shall comply with the 
request to the extent it can.

D. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES
Notification

31. The Director-General shall notify the State Party before the planned arrival of the 
inspection team at the point of entry and within the prescribed time-frames, where 
specified, of its intention to carry out an inspection.

32. Notifications made by the Director-General shall include the following information:

(a) The type of inspection;

(b) The point of entry;

(c) The date and estimated time of arrival at the point of entry;

(d) The means of arrival at the point of entry;

(e) The site to be inspected;

(f) The names of inspectors and inspection assistants;

(g) If appropriate, aircraft clearance for special flights.

33. The inspected State Party shall acknowledge the receipt of a notification by the 
Technical Secretariat of an intention to conduct an inspection, not later than one hour after 



receipt of such notification.

34. In the case of an inspection of a facility of a State Party located on the territory of 
another State Party, both States Parties shall be simultaneously notified in accordance 
with paragraphs 31 and 32.
Entry into the territory of the inspected State Party or Host State and transfer to the 

inspection site

35. The inspected State Party or Host State Party which has been notified of the arrival of 
an inspection team, shall ensure its immediate entry into the territory and shall through an 
in-country escort or by other means do everything in its power to ensure the safe conduct 
of the inspection team and its equipment and supplies, from its point of entry to the 
inspection site(s) and to a point of exit.

36. The inspected State Party or Host State Party shall, as necessary, assist the inspection 
team in reaching the inspection site not later than 12 hours after the arrival at the point of 
entry.

Pre-inspection briefing

37. Upon arrival at the inspection site and before the commencement of the inspection, the 
inspection team shall be briefed by facility representatives, with the aid of maps and other 
documentation as appropriate, on the facility, the activities carried out there, safety 
measures and administrative and logistic arrangements necessary for the inspection. The 
time spent for the briefing shall be limited to the minimum necessary and in any event not 
exceed three hours.

E. CONDUCT OF INSPECTIONS

General rules

38. The members of the inspection team shall discharge their functions in accordance with 
the provisions of this Convention, as well as rules established by the Director-General and 
facility agreements concluded between States Parties and the Organization.

39. The inspection team shall strictly observe the inspection mandate issued by the 
Director-General. It shall refrain from activities going beyond this mandate.

40. The activities of the inspection team shall be so arranged as to ensure the timely and 
effective discharge of its functions and the least possible inconvenience to the inspected 
State Party or Host State and disturbance to the facility or area inspected. The inspection 
team shall avoid unnecessarily hampering or delaying the operation of a facility and avoid 
affecting its safety. In particular, the inspection team shall not operate any facility. If 
inspectors consider that, to fulfil their mandate, particular operations should be carried out 
in a facility, they shall request the designated representative of the inspected facility to 
have them performed. The representative shall carry out the request to the extent 
possible.

41. In the performance of their duties on the territory of an inspected State Party or Host 
State, the members of the inspection team shall, if the inspected State Party so requests, 
be accompanied by representatives of the inspected State Party, but the inspection team 
must not thereby be delayed or otherwise hindered in the exercise of its functions.

42. Detailed procedures for the conduct of inspections shall be developed for inclusion in 



the inspection manual by the Technical Secretariat, taking into account guidelines to be 
considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

Safety

43. In carrying out their activities, inspectors and inspection assistants shall observe safety 
regulations established at the inspection site, including those for the protection of 
controlled environments within a facility and for personal safety. In order to implement 
these requirements, appropriate detailed procedures shall be considered and approved by 
the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

Communications

44. Inspectors shall have the right throughout the in-country period to communicate with 
the Headquarters of the Technical Secretariat. For this purpose they may use their own, 
duly certified, approved equipment and may request that the inspected State Party or Host 
State Party provide them with access to other telecommunications. The inspection team 
shall have the right to use its own two-way system of radio communications between 
personnel patrolling the perimeter and other members of the inspection team.

Inspection team and inspected State Party rights

45. The inspection team shall, in accordance with the relevant Articles and Annexes of this 
Convention as well as with facility agreements and procedures set forth in the inspection 
manual, have the right to unimpeded access to the inspection site. The items to be 
inspected will be chosen by the inspectors.

46. Inspectors shall have the right to interview any facility personnel in the presence of 
representatives of the inspected State Party with the purpose of establishing relevant 
facts. Inspectors shall only request information and data which are necessary for the 
conduct of the inspection, and the inspected State Party shall furnish such information 
upon request. The inspected State Party shall have the right to object to questions posed 
to the facility personnel if those questions are deemed not relevant to the inspection. If the 
head of the inspection team objects and states their relevance, the questions shall be 
provided in writing to the inspected State Party for reply. The inspection team may note 
any refusal to permit interviews or to allow questions to be answered and any explanations 
given, in that part of the inspection report that deals with the cooperation of the inspected 
State Party.

47. Inspectors shall have the right to inspect documentation and records they deem 
relevant to the conduct of their mission.

48. Inspectors shall have the right to have photographs taken at their request by 
representatives of the inspected State Party or of the inspected facility. The capability to 
take instant development photographic prints shall be available. The inspection team shall 
determine whether photographs conform to those requested and, if not, repeat 
photographs shall be taken. The inspection team and the inspected State Party shall each 
retain one copy of every photograph.

49. The representatives of the inspected State Party shall have the right to observe all 
verification activities carried out by the inspection team.

50. The inspected State Party shall receive copies, at its request, of the information and 
data gathered about its facility(ies) by the Technical Secretariat.



51. Inspectors shall have the right to request clarifications in connection with ambiguities 
that arise during an inspection. Such requests shall be made promptly through the 
representative of the inspected State Party. The representative of the inspected State 
Party shall provide the inspection team, during the inspection, with such clarification as 
may be necessary to remove the ambiguity. If questions relating to an object or a building 
located within the inspection site are not resolved, the object or building shall, if requested, 
be photographed for the purpose of clarifying its nature and function. If the ambiguity 
cannot be removed during the inspection, the inspectors shall notify the Technical 
Secretariat immediately. The inspectors shall include in the inspection report any such 
unresolved question, relevant clarifications, and a copy of any photographs taken.

Collection, handling and analysis of samples

52. Representatives of the inspected State Party or of the inspected facility shall take 
samples at the request of the inspection team in the presence of inspectors. If so agreed in 
advance with the representatives of the inspected State Party or of the inspected facility, 
the inspection team may take samples itself.

53. Where possible, the analysis of samples shall be performed on-site. The inspection 
team shall have the right to perform on-site analysis of samples using approved equipment 
brought by it. At the request of the inspection team, the inspected State Party shall, in 
accordance with agreed procedures, provide assistance for the analysis of samples on-
site. Alternatively, the inspection team may request that appropriate analysis on-site be 
performed in its presence.

54. The inspected State Party has the right to retain portions of all samples taken or take 
duplicate samples and be present when samples are analysed on-site.

55. The inspection team shall, if it deems it necessary, transfer samples for analysis off-
site at laboratories designated by the Organization.

56. The Director-General shall have the primary responsibility for the security, integrity and 
preservation of samples and for ensuring that the confidentiality of samples transferred for 
analysis off-site is protected. The Director-General shall do so in accordance with 
procedures, to be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, 
paragraph 21 (i), for inclusion in the inspection manual. He shall:

(a) Establish a stringent regime governing the collection, handling, transport 
and analysis of samples;

(b) Certify the laboratories designated to perform different types of analysis;

(c) Oversee the standardization of equipment and procedures at these 
designated laboratories, mobile analytical equipment and procedures, and 
monitor quality control and overall standards in relation to the certification of 
these laboratories, mobile equipment and procedures; and

(d) Select from among the designated laboratories those which shall perform 
analytical or other functions in relation to specific investigations.

57. When off-site analysis is to be performed, samples shall be analysed in at least two 
designated laboratories. The Technical Secretariat shall ensure the expeditious processing 
of the analysis. The samples shall be accounted for by the Technical Secretariat and any 



unused samples or portions thereof shall be returned to the Technical Secretariat.

58. The Technical Secretariat shall compile the results of the laboratory analysis of 
samples relevant to compliance with this Convention and include them in the final 
inspection report. The Technical Secretariat shall include in the report detailed information 
concerning the equipment and methodology employed by the designated laboratories.

Extension of inspection duration

59. Periods of inspection may be extended by agreement with the representative of the 
inspected State Party.

Debriefing

60. Upon completion of an inspection the inspection team shall meet with representatives 
of the inspected State Party and the personnel responsible for the inspection site to review 
the preliminary findings of the inspection team and to clarify any ambiguities. The 
inspection team shall provide to the representatives of the inspected State Party its 
preliminary findings in written form according to a standardized format, together with a list 
of any samples and copies of written information and data gathered and other material to 
be taken off-site. The document shall be signed by the head of the inspection team. In 
order to indicate that he has taken notice of the contents of the document, the 
representative of the inspected State Party shall countersign the document. This meeting 
shall be completed not later than 24 hours after the completion of the inspection.

F. DEPARTURE

61. Upon completion of the post-inspection procedures, the inspection team shall leave, as 
soon as possible, the territory of the inspected State Party or the Host State.

G. REPORTS

62. Not later than 10 days after the inspection, the inspectors shall prepare a factual, final 
report on the activities conducted by them and on their findings. It shall only contain facts 
relevant to compliance with this Convention, as provided for under the inspection mandate. 
The report shall also provide information as to the manner in which the State Party 
inspected cooperated with the inspection team. Differing observations made by inspectors 
may be attached to the report. The report shall be kept confidential.

63. The final report shall immediately be submitted to the inspected State Party. Any 
written comments, which the inspected State Party may immediately make on its findings 
shall be annexed to it. The final report together with annexed comments made by the 
inspected State Party shall be submitted to the Director-General not later than 30 days 
after the inspection.

64. Should the report contain uncertainties, or should cooperation between the National 
Authority and the inspectors not measure up to the standards required, the Director-
General shall approach the State Party for clarification.

65. If the uncertainties cannot be removed or the facts established are of a nature to 
suggest that obligations undertaken under this Convention have not been met, the 
Director-General shall inform the Executive Council without delay.

H. APPLICATION OF GENERAL PROVISIONS

66. The provisions of this Part shall apply to all inspections conducted pursuant to this 
Convention, except where the provisions of this Part differ from the provisions set forth for 



specific types of inspections in Parts III to XI of this Annex, in which case the latter 
provisions shall take precedence. 

PART III

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR VERIFICATION MEASURES PURSUANT
TO ARTICLES IV, V AND VI, PARAGRAPH 3

A. INITIAL INSPECTIONS AND FACILITY AGREEMENTS

1. Each declared facility subject to on-site inspection pursuant to Articles IV, V, and VI, 
paragraph 3, shall receive an initial inspection promptly after the facility is declared. The 
purpose of this inspection of the facility shall be to verify information provided and to obtain 
any additional information needed for planning future verification activities at the facility, 
including on-site inspections and continuous monitoring with on-site instruments, and to 
work on the facility agreements.

2. States Parties shall ensure that the verification of declarations and the initiation of the 
systematic verification measures can be accomplished by the Technical Secretariat at all 
facilities within the established time-frames after this Convention enters into force for them.

3. Each State Party shall conclude a facility agreement with the Organization for each 
facility declared and subject to on-site inspection pursuant to Articles IV, V, and VI, 
paragraph 3.

4. Facility agreements shall be completed not later than 180 days after this Convention 
enters into force for the State Party or after the facility has been declared for the first time, 
except for a chemical weapons destruction facility to which paragraphs 5 to 7 shall apply.

5. In the case of a chemical weapons destruction facility that begins operations more than 
one year after this Convention enters into force for the State Party, the facility agreement 
shall be completed not less than 180 days before the facility begins operation.

6. In the case of a chemical weapons destruction facility that is in operation when this 
Convention enters into force for the State Party, or begins operation not later than one 
year thereafter, the facility agreement shall be completed not later than 210 days after this 
Convention enters into force for the State Party, except that the Executive Council may 
decide that transitional verification arrangements, approved in accordance with Part IV (A), 
paragraph 51, of this Annex and including a transitional facility agreement, provisions for 
verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments, and the 
time-frame for application of the arrangements, are sufficient.

7. In the case of a facility, referred to in paragraph 6, that will cease operations not later 
than two years after this Convention enters into force for the State Party, the Executive 
Council may decide that transitional verification arrangements, approved in accordance 
with Part IV (A), paragraph 51, of this Annex and including a transitional facility agreement, 
provisions for verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site 
instruments, and the time-frame for application of the arrangements, are sufficient.

8. Facility agreements shall be based on models for such agreements and provide for 
detailed arrangements which shall govern inspections at each facility. The model 
agreements shall include provisions to take into account future technological 



developments and shall be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to 
Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

9. The Technical Secretariat may retain at each site a sealed container for photographs, 
plans and other information that it may wish to refer to in the course of subsequent 
inspections.

B. STANDING ARRANGEMENTS

10. Where applicable, the Technical Secretariat shall have the right to have continuous 
monitoring instruments and systems and seals installed and to use them, in conformity 
with the relevant provisions in this Convention and the facility agreements between States 
Parties and the Organization.

11. The inspected State Party shall, in accordance with agreed procedures, have the right 
to inspect any instrument used or installed by the inspection team and to have it tested in 
the presence of representatives of the inspected State Party. The inspection team shall 
have the right to use the instruments that were installed by the inspected State Party for its 
own monitoring of the technological process of the destruction of chemical weapons. To 
this end, the inspection team shall have the right to inspect those instruments that it 
intends to use for purposes of verification of the destruction of chemical weapons and to 
have them tested in its presence.

12. The inspected State Party shall provide the necessary preparation and support for the 
establishment of continuous monitoring instruments and systems.

13. In order to implement paragraphs 11 and 12, appropriate detailed procedures shall be 
considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

14. The inspected State Party shall immediately notify the Technical Secretariat if an event 
occurs or may occur at a facility where monitoring instruments are installed, which may 
have an impact on the monitoring system. The inspected State Party shall coordinate 
subsequent actions with the Technical Secretariat with a view to restoring the operation of 
the monitoring system and establishing interim measures, if necessary, as soon as 
possible.

15. The inspection team shall verify during each inspection that the monitoring system 
functions correctly and that emplaced seals have not been tampered with. In addition, 
visits to service the monitoring system may be required to perform any necessary 
maintenance or replacement of equipment, or to adjust the coverage of the monitoring 
system as required.

16. If the monitoring system indicates any anomaly, the Technical Secretariat shall 
immediately take action to determine whether this resulted from equipment malfunction or 
activities at the facility. If, after this examination, the problem remains unresolved, the 
Technical Secretariat shall immediately ascertain the actual situation, including through 
immediate on-site inspection of, or visit to, the facility if necessary. The Technical 
Secretariat shall report any such problem immediately after its detection to the inspected 
State Party which shall assist in its resolution.

C. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES

17. The inspected State Party shall, except as specified in paragraph 18, be notified of 
inspections not less than 24 hours in advance of the planned arrival of the inspection team 



at the point of entry.

18. The inspected State Party shall be notified of initial inspections not less than 72 hours 
in advance of the estimated time of arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry.

PART IV (A)

DESTRUCTION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND ITS VERIFICATION
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IV

A. DECLARATIONS
Chemical weapons

1. The declaration of chemical weapons by a State Party pursuant to Article III, paragraph 
1 (a) (ii), shall include the following:

(a) The aggregate quantity of each chemical declared;

(b) The precise location of each chemical weapons storage facility, 
expressed by:

(i) Name;

(ii) Geographical coordinates; and 
(iii) A detailed site diagram, including a boundary map and the 
location of bunkers/storage areas within the facility.

(c) The detailed inventory for each chemical weapons storage facility 
including:

(i) Chemicals defined as chemical weapons in accordance with 
Article II;

(ii) Unfilled munitions, sub-munitions, devices and equipment 
defined as chemical weapons;

(iii) Equipment specially designed for use directly in connection 
with the employment of munitions, sub-munitions, devices or 
equipment specified in sub-subparagraph (ii);

(iv) Chemicals specifically designed for use directly in 
connection with the employment of munitions, sub-munitions, 
devices or equipment specified in sub-subparagraph (ii).

2. For the declaration of chemicals referred to in paragraph 1 (c) (i) the following shall 
apply:

(a) Chemicals shall be declared in accordance with the Schedules specified 
in the Annex on Chemicals;

(b) For a chemical not listed in the Schedules in the Annex on Chemicals the 
information required for possible assignment of the chemical to the 
appropriate Schedule shall be provided, including the toxicity of the pure 
compound. For a precursor, the toxicity and identity of the principal final 



reaction product(s) shall be provided;

(c) Chemicals shall be identified by chemical name in accordance with 
current International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) 
nomenclature, structural formula and Chemical Abstracts Service registry 
number, if assigned. For a precursor, the toxicity and identity of the principal 
final reaction product(s) shall be provided;

(d) In cases involving mixtures of two or more chemicals, each chemical shall 
be identified and the percentage of each shall be provided, and the mixture 
shall be declared under the category of the most toxic chemical. If a 
component of a binary chemical weapon consists of a mixture of two or more 
chemicals, each chemical shall be identified and the percentage of each 
provided;

(e) Binary chemical weapons shall be declared under the relevant end 
product within the framework of the categories of chemical weapons referred 
to in paragraph 16. The following supplementary information shall be 
provided for each type of binary chemical munition/device:

(i) The chemical name of the toxic end-product;

(ii) The chemical composition and quantity of each component;

(iii) The actual weight ratio between the components;

(iv) Which component is considered the key component;

(v) The projected quantity of the toxic end-product calculated on 
a stoichiometric basis from the key component, assuming 100 
per cent yield. A declared quantity (in tonnes) of the key 
component intended for a specific toxic end-product shall be 
considered equivalent to the quantity (in tonnes) of this toxic 
end-product calculated on a stoichiometric basis assuming 100 
per cent yield.

(f) For multicomponent chemical weapons, the declaration shall be 
analogous to that envisaged for binary chemical weapons;

(g) For each chemical the form of storage, i.e. munitions, sub-munitions, 
devices, equipment or bulk containers and other containers shall be 
declared. For each form of storage the following shall be listed:

(i) Type;

(ii) Size or calibre;

(iii) Number of items; and

(iv) Nominal weight of chemical fill per item.
(h) For each chemical the total weight present at the storage facility shall be 
declared;

(i) In addition, for chemicals stored in bulk, the percentage purity shall be 
declared, if known.



3. For each type of unfilled munitions, sub-munitions, devices or equipment, referred to in 
paragraph 1 (c) (ii), the information shall include:

(a) The number of items;

(b) The nominal fill volume per item;

(c) The intended chemical fill.
Declarations of chemical weapons pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (a) (iii)

4. The declaration of chemical weapons pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (a) (iii), shall 
contain all information specified in paragraphs 1 to 3 above. It is the responsibility of the 
State Party on whose territory the chemical weapons are located to make appropriate 
arrangements with the other State to ensure that the declarations are made. If the State 
Party on whose territory the chemical weapons are located is not able to fulfil its 
obligations under this paragraph, it shall state the reasons therefor.

Declarations of past transfers and receipts

5. A State Party that has transferred or received chemical weapons since 1 January 1946 
shall declare these transfers or receipts pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (a) (iv), 
provided the amount transferred or received exceeded 1 tonne per chemical per year in 
bulk and/or munition form. This declaration shall be made according to the inventory 
format specified in paragraphs 1 and 2. This declaration shall also indicate the supplier 
and recipient countries, the dates of the transfers or receipts and, as precisely as possible, 
the current location of the transferred items. When not all the specified information is 
available for transfers or receipts of chemical weapons for the period between 1 January 
1946 and 1 January 1970, the State Party shall declare whatever information is still 
available to it and provide an explanation as to why it cannot submit a full declaration.

Submission of the general plan for destruction of chemical weapons

6. The general plan for destruction of chemical weapons submitted pursuant to Article III, 
paragraph 1 (a) (v), shall provide an overview of the entire national chemical weapons 
destruction programme of the State Party and information on the efforts of the State Party 
to fulfil the destruction requirements contained in this Convention. The plan shall specify:

(a) A general schedule for destruction, giving types and approximate 
quantities of chemical weapons planned to be destroyed in each annual 
destruction period for each existing chemical weapons destruction facility 
and, if possible, for each planned chemical weapons destruction facility;

(b) The number of chemical weapons destruction facilities existing or planned 
to be operated over the destruction period;

(c) For each existing or planned chemical weapons destruction facility:
(i) Name and location; and 

(ii) The types and approximate quantities of chemical weapons, 
and the type (for example, nerve agent or blister agent) and 
approximate quantity of chemical fill, to be destroyed;

(d) The plans and programmes for training personnel for the operation of 
destruction facilities;



(e) The national standards for safety and emissions that the destruction 
facilities must satisfy;

(f) Information on the development of new methods for destruction of 
chemical weapons and on the improvement of existing methods;

(g) The cost estimates for destroying the chemical weapons; and 

(h) Any issues which could adversely impact on the national destruction 
programme.

B. MEASURES TO SECURE THE STORAGE FACILITY 
AND STORAGE FACILITY PREPARATION

7. Not later than when submitting its declaration of chemical weapons, a State Party shall 
take such measures as it considers appropriate to secure its storage facilities and shall 
prevent any movement of its chemical weapons out of the facilities, except their removal 
for destruction.

8. A State Party shall ensure that chemical weapons at its storage facilities are configured 
to allow ready access for verification in accordance with paragraphs 37 to 49.

9. While a storage facility remains closed for any movement of chemical weapons out of 
the facility other than their removal for destruction, a State Party may continue at the 
facility standard maintenance activities, including standard maintenance of chemical 
weapons; safety monitoring and physical security activities; and preparation of chemical 
weapons for destruction.

10. Maintenance activities of chemical weapons shall not include:
(a) Replacement of agent or of munition bodies;

(b) Modification of the original characteristics of munitions, or parts or 
components thereof.

11. All maintenance activities shall be subject to monitoring by the Technical Secretariat.
C. DESTRUCTION

Principles and methods for destruction of chemical weapons

12. "Destruction of chemical weapons" means a process by which chemicals are 
converted in an essentially irreversible way to a form unsuitable for production of chemical 
weapons, and which in an irreversible manner renders munitions and other devices 
unusable as such.

13. Each State Party shall determine how it shall destroy chemical weapons, except that 
the following processes may not be used: dumping in any body of water, land burial or 
open-pit burning. It shall destroy chemical weapons only at specifically designated and 
appropriately designed and equipped facilities.

14. Each State Party shall ensure that its chemical weapons destruction facilities are 
constructed and operated in a manner to ensure the destruction of the chemical weapons; 
and that the destruction process can be verified under the provisions of this Convention.



Order of destruction

15. The order of destruction of chemical weapons is based on the obligations specified in 
Article I and the other Articles, including obligations regarding systematic on-site 
verification. It takes into account interests of States Parties for undiminished security 
during the destruction period; confidence-building in the early part of the destruction stage; 
gradual acquisition of experience in the course of destroying chemical weapons; and 
applicability irrespective of the actual composition of the stockpiles and the methods 
chosen for the destruction of the chemical weapons. The order of destruction is based on 
the principle of levelling out.

16. For the purpose of destruction, chemical weapons declared by each State Party shall 
be divided into three categories:

Category 1: Chemical weapons on the basis of Schedule 1 chemicals and 
their parts and components;

Category 2: Chemical weapons on the basis of all other chemicals and their 
parts and components;

Category 3: Unfilled munitions and devices, and equipment specifically 
designed for use directly in connection with employment of chemical 
weapons.

17. A State Party shall start:
(a) The destruction of Category 1 chemical weapons not later than two years 
after this Convention enters into force for it, and shall complete the 
destruction not later than 10 years after entry into force of this Convention. A 
State Party shall destroy chemical weapons in accordance with the following 
destruction deadlines:

(i) Phase 1: Not later than two years after entry into force of this 
Convention, testing of its first destruction facility shall be 
completed. Not less than 1 per cent of the Category 1 chemical 
weapons shall be destroyed not later than three years after the 
entry into force of this Convention;

(ii) Phase 2: Not less than 20 per cent of the Category 1 
chemical weapons shall be destroyed not later than five years 
after the entry into force of this Convention;

(iii) Phase 3: Not less than 45 per cent of the Category 1 
chemical weapons shall be destroyed not later than seven 
years after the entry into force of this Convention;

(iv) Phase 4: All Category 1 chemical weapons shall be 
destroyed not later than 10 years after the entry into force of 
this Convention.

(b) The destruction of Category 2 chemical weapons not later than one year 
after this Convention enters into force for it and shall complete the 
destruction not later than five years after the entry into force of this 
Convention. Category 2 chemical weapons shall be destroyed in equal 
annual increments throughout the destruction period. The comparison factor 



for such weapons is the weight of the chemicals within Category 2; and 

(c) The destruction of Category 3 chemical weapons not later than one year 
after this Convention enters into force for it, and shall complete the 
destruction not later than five years after the entry into force of this 
Convention. Category 3 chemical weapons shall be destroyed in equal 
annual increments throughout the destruction period. The comparison factor 
for unfilled munitions and devices is expressed in nominal fill volume (m3) 
and for equipment in number of items.

18. For the destruction of binary chemical weapons the following shall apply:
(a) For the purposes of the order of destruction, a declared quantity (in 
tonnes) of the key component intended for a specific toxic end-product shall 
be considered equivalent to the quantity (in tonnes) of this toxic end-product 
calculated on a stoichiometric basis assuming 100 per cent yield.

(b) A requirement to destroy a given quantity of the key component shall 
entail a requirement to destroy a corresponding quantity of the other 
component, calculated from the actual weight ratio of the components in the 
relevant type of binary chemical munition/device.

(c) If more of the other component is declared than is needed, based on the 
actual weight ratio between components, the excess shall be destroyed over 
the first two years after destruction operations begin.

(d) At the end of each subsequent operational year a State Party may retain 
an amount of the other declared component that is determined on the basis 
of the actual weight ratio of the components in the relevant type of binary 
chemical munition/device.

19. For multicomponent chemical weapons the order of destruction shall be analogous to 
that envisaged for binary chemical weapons.

Modification of intermediate destruction deadlines

20. The Executive Council shall review the general plans for destruction of chemical 
weapons, submitted pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (a) (v), and in accordance with 
paragraph 6, inter alia, to assess their conformity with the order of destruction set forth in 
paragraphs 15 to 19. The Executive Council shall consult with any State Party whose plan 
does not conform, with the objective of bringing the plan into conformity.

21. If a State Party, due to exceptional circumstances beyond its control, believes that it 
cannot achieve the level of destruction specified for Phase 1, Phase 2 or Phase 3 of the 
order of destruction of Category 1 chemical weapons, it may propose changes in those 
levels. Such a proposal must be made not later than 120 days after the entry into force of 
this Convention and shall contain a detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposal.

22. Each State Party shall take all necessary measures to ensure destruction of Category 
1 chemical weapons in accordance with the destruction deadlines set forth in paragraph 
17 (a) as changed pursuant to paragraph 21. However, if a State Party believes that it will 
be unable to ensure the destruction of the percentage of Category 1 chemical weapons 
required by an intermediate destruction deadline, it may request the Executive Council to 



recommend to the Conference to grant an extension of its obligation to meet that deadline. 
Such a request must be made not less than 180 days before the intermediate destruction 
deadline and shall contain a detailed explanation of the reasons for the request and the 
plans of the State Party for ensuring that it will be able to fulfil its obligation to meet the 
next intermediate destruction deadline.

23. If an extension is granted, the State Party shall still be under the obligation to meet the 
cumulative destruction requirements set forth for the next destruction deadline. Extensions 
granted pursuant to this Section shall not, in any way, modify the obligation of the State 
Party to destroy all Category 1 chemical weapons not later than 10 years after the entry 
into force of this Convention.

Extension of the deadline for completion of destruction

24. If a State Party believes that it will be unable to ensure the destruction of all Category 1 
chemical weapons not later than 10 years after the entry into force of this Convention, it 
may submit a request to the Executive Council for an extension of the deadline for 
completing the destruction of such chemical weapons. Such a request must be made not 
later than nine years after the entry into force of this Convention.

25. The request shall contain:
(a) The duration of the proposed extension;

(b) A detailed explanation of the reasons for the proposed extension; and

(c) A detailed plan for destruction during the proposed extension and the 
remaining portion of the original 10-year period for destruction.

26. A decision on the request shall be taken by the Conference at its next session, on the 
recommendation of the Executive Council. Any extension shall be the minimum necessary, 
but in no case shall the deadline for a State Party to complete its destruction of all 
chemical weapons be extended beyond 15 years after the entry into force of this 
Convention. The Executive Council shall set conditions for the granting of the extension, 
including the specific verification measures deemed necessary as well as specific actions 
to be taken by the State Party to overcome problems in its destruction programme. Costs 
of verification during the extension period shall be allocated in accordance with Article IV, 
paragraph 16.

27. If an extension is granted, the State Party shall take appropriate measures to meet all 
subsequent deadlines.

28. The State Party shall continue to submit detailed annual plans for destruction in 
accordance with paragraph 29 and annual reports on the destruction of Category 1 
chemical weapons in accordance with paragraph 36, until all Category 1 chemical 
weapons are destroyed. In addition, not later than at the end of each 90 days of the 
extension period, the State Party shall report to the Executive Council on its destruction 
activity. The Executive Council shall review progress towards completion of destruction 
and take the necessary measures to document this progress. All information concerning 
the destruction activities during the extension period shall be provided by the Executive 
Council to States Parties, upon request.

Detailed annual plans for destruction



29. The detailed annual plans for destruction shall be submitted to the Technical 
Secretariat not less than 60 days before each annual destruction period begins pursuant to 
Article IV, paragraph 7 (a), and shall specify:

(a) The quantity of each specific type of chemical weapon to be destroyed at 
each destruction facility and the inclusive dates when the destruction of each 
specific type of chemical weapon will be accomplished;

(b) The detailed site diagram for each chemical weapons destruction facility 
and any changes to previously submitted diagrams; and

(c) The detailed schedule of activities for each chemical weapons destruction 
facility for the upcoming year, identifying time required for design, 
construction or modification of the facility, installation of equipment, 
equipment check-out and operator training, destruction operations for each 
specific type of chemical weapon, and scheduled periods of inactivity.

30. A State Party shall provide, for each of its chemical weapons destruction facilities, 
detailed facility information to assist the Technical Secretariat in developing preliminary 
inspection procedures for use at the facility.

31. The detailed facility information for each destruction facility shall include the following 
information:

(a) Name, address and location;

(b) Detailed, annotated facility drawings;

(c) Facility design drawings, process drawings, and piping and 
instrumentation design drawings;

(d) Detailed technical descriptions, including design drawings and instrument 
specifications, for the equipment required for: removing the chemical fill from 
the munitions, devices, and containers; temporarily storing the drained 
chemical fill; destroying the chemical agent; and destroying the munitions, 
devices, and containers;

(e) Detailed technical descriptions of the destruction process, including 
material flow rates, temperatures and pressures, and designed destruction 
efficiency;

(f) Design capacity for each specific type of chemical weapon;

(g) A detailed description of the products of destruction and the method of 
their ultimate disposal;

(h) A detailed technical description of measures to facilitate inspections in 
accordance with this Convention;

(i) A detailed description of any temporary holding area at the destruction 
facility that will be used to provide chemical weapons directly to the 
destruction facility, including site and facility drawings and information on the 
storage capacity for each specific type of chemical weapon to be destroyed 



at the facility;

(j) A detailed description of the safety and medical measures in force at the 
facility; 

(k) A detailed description of the living quarters and working premises for the 
inspectors; and 

(l) Suggested measures for international verification.

32. A State Party shall provide, for each of its chemical weapons destruction facilities, the 
plant operations manuals, the safety and medical plans, the laboratory operations and 
quality assurance and control manuals, and the environmental permits that have been 
obtained, except that this shall not include material previously provided.

33. A State Party shall promptly notify the Technical Secretariat of any developments that 
could affect inspection activities at its destruction facilities.

34. Deadlines for submission of the information specified in paragraphs 30 to 32 shall be 
considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

35. After a review of the detailed facility information for each destruction facility, the 
Technical Secretariat, if the need arises, shall enter into consultation with the State Party 
concerned in order to ensure that its chemical weapons destruction facilities are designed 
to assure the destruction of chemical weapons, to allow advanced planning on how 
verification measures may be applied and to ensure that the application of verification 
measures is consistent with proper facility operation, and that the facility operation allows 
appropriate verification.

Annual reports on destruction

36. Information regarding the implementation of plans for destruction of chemical weapons 
shall be submitted to the Technical Secretariat pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 7 (b), not 
later than 60 days after the end of each annual destruction period and shall specify the 
actual amounts of chemical weapons which were destroyed during the previous year at 
each destruction facility. If appropriate, reasons for not meeting destruction goals should 
be stated.

D. VERIFICATION

Verification of declarations of chemical weapons through on-site inspection

37. The purpose of the verification of declarations of chemical weapons shall be to confirm 
through on-site inspection the accuracy of the relevant declarations made pursuant to 
Article III.

38. The inspectors shall conduct this verification promptly after a declaration is submitted. 
They shall, inter alia, verify the quantity and identity of chemicals, types and number of 
munitions, devices and other equipment.

39. The inspectors shall employ, as appropriate, agreed seals, markers or other inventory 
control procedures to facilitate an accurate inventory of the chemical weapons at each 
storage facility.



40. As the inventory progresses, inspectors shall install such agreed seals as may be 
necessary to clearly indicate if any stocks are removed, and to ensure the securing of the 
storage facility during the inventory. After completion of the inventory, such seals will be 
removed unless otherwise agreed. 

Systematic verification of storage facilities

41. The purpose of the systematic verification of storage facilities shall be to ensure that 
no undetected removal of chemical weapons from such facilities takes place.

42. The systematic verification shall be initiated as soon as possible after the declaration 
of chemical weapons is submitted and shall continue until all chemical weapons have been 
removed from the storage facility. It shall in accordance with the facility agreement, 
combine on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments.

43. When all chemical weapons have been removed from the storage facility, the Technical 
Secretariat shall confirm the declaration of the State Party to that effect. After this 
confirmation, the Technical Secretariat shall terminate the systematic verification of the 
storage facility and shall promptly remove any monitoring instruments installed by the 
inspectors.

Inspections and visits

44. The particular storage facility to be inspected shall be chosen by the Technical 
Secretariat in such a way as to preclude the prediction of precisely when the facility is to 
be inspected. The guidelines for determining the frequency of systematic on-site 
inspections shall be elaborated by the Technical Secretariat, taking into account the 
recommendations to be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article 
VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

45. The Technical Secretariat shall notify the inspected State Party of its decision to 
inspect or visit the storage facility 48 hours before the planned arrival of the inspection 
team at the facility for systematic inspections or visits. In cases of inspections or visits to 
resolve urgent problems, this period may be shortened. The Technical Secretariat shall 
specify the purpose of the inspection or visit.

46. The inspected State Party shall make any necessary preparations for the arrival of the 
inspectors and shall ensure their expeditious transportation from their point of entry to the 
storage facility. The facility agreement will specify administrative arrangements for 
inspectors.

47. The inspected State Party shall provide the inspection team upon its arrival at the 
chemical weapons storage facility to carry out an inspection, with the following data on the 
facility:

(a) The number of storage buildings and storage locations;

(b) For each storage building and storage location, the type and the 
identification number or designation, shown on the site diagram; and

(c) For each storage building and storage location at the facility, the number 
of items of each specific type of chemical weapon, and, for containers that 
are not part of binary munitions, the actual quantity of chemical fill in each 
container.



48. In carrying out an inventory, within the time available, inspectors shall have the right:
(a) To use any of the following inspection techniques:

(i) inventory all the chemical weapons stored at the facility;

(ii) inventory all the chemical weapons stored in specific 
buildings or locations at the facility, as chosen by the inspectors; 
or

(iii) inventory all the chemical weapons of one or more specific 
types stored at the facility, as chosen by the inspectors; and

(b) To check all items inventoried against agreed records.

49. Inspectors shall, in accordance with facility agreements:
(a) Have unimpeded access to all parts of the storage facilities including any 
munitions, devices, bulk containers, or other containers therein. While 
conducting their activity, inspectors shall comply with the safety regulations at 
the facility. The items to be inspected will be chosen by the inspectors; and

(b) Have the right, during the first and any subsequent inspection of each 
chemical weapons storage facility, to designate munitions, devices, and 
containers from which samples are to be taken, and to affix to such 
munitions, devices, and containers a unique tag that will indicate an attempt 
to remove or alter the tag. A sample shall be taken from a tagged item at a 
chemical weapons storage facility or a chemical weapons destruction facility 
as soon as it is practically possible in accordance with the corresponding 
destruction programmes, and, in any case, not later than by the end of the 
destruction operations.

Systematic verification of the destruction of chemical weapons

50. The purpose of verification of destruction of chemical weapons shall be:
(a) To confirm the identity and quantity of the chemical weapons stocks to be 
destroyed; and

(b) To confirm that these stocks have been destroyed.

51. Chemical weapons destruction operations during the first 390 days after the entry into 
force of this Convention shall be governed by transitional verification arrangements. Such 
arrangements, including a transitional facility agreement, provisions for verification through 
on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments, and the time-frame for 
application of the arrangements, shall be agreed between the Organization and the 
inspected State Party. These arrangements shall be approved by the Executive Council 
not later than 60 days after this Convention enters into force for the State Party, taking into 
account the recommendations of the Technical Secretariat, which shall be based on an 
evaluation of the detailed facility information provided in accordance with paragraph 31 
and a visit to the facility. The Executive Council shall, at its first session, establish the 
guidelines for such transitional verification arrangements, based on recommendations to 
be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i). 
The transitional verification arrangements shall be designed to verify, throughout the entire 



transitional period, the destruction of chemical weapons in accordance with the purposes 
set forth in paragraph 50, and to avoid hampering ongoing destruction operations.

52. The provisions of paragraphs 53 to 61 shall apply to chemical weapons destruction 
operations that are to begin not earlier than 390 days after the entry into force of this 
Convention.

53. On the basis of this Convention and the detailed destruction facility information, and as 
the case may be, on experience from previous inspections, the Technical Secretariat shall 
prepare a draft plan for inspecting the destruction of chemical weapons at each destruction 
facility. The plan shall be completed and provided to the inspected State Party for 
comment not less than 270 days before the facility begins destruction operations pursuant 
to this Convention. Any differences between the Technical Secretariat and the inspected 
State Party should be resolved through consultations. Any unresolved matter shall be 
forwarded to the Executive Council for appropriate action with a view to facilitating the full 
implementation of this Convention.

54. The Technical Secretariat shall conduct an initial visit to each chemical weapons 
destruction facility of the inspected State Party not less than 240 days before each facility 
begins destruction operations pursuant to this Convention, to allow it to familiarize itself 
with the facility and assess the adequacy of the inspection plan.

55. In the case of an existing facility where chemical weapons destruction operations have 
already been initiated, the inspected State Party shall not be required to decontaminate 
the facility before the Technical Secretariat conducts an initial visit. The duration of the visit 
shall not exceed five days and the number of visiting personnel shall not exceed 15.

56. The agreed detailed plans for verification, with an appropriate recommendation by the 
Technical Secretariat, shall be forwarded to the Executive Council for review. The 
Executive Council shall review the plans with a view to approving them, consistent with 
verification objectives and obligations under this Convention. It should also confirm that 
verification schemes for destruction are consistent with verification aims and are efficient 
and practical. This review should be completed not less than 180 days before the 
destruction period begins.

57. Each member of the Executive Council may consult with the Technical Secretariat on 
any issues regarding the adequacy of the plan for verification. If there are no objections by 
any member of the Executive Council, the plan shall be put into action.

58. If there are any difficulties, the Executive Council shall enter into consultations with the 
State Party to reconcile them. If any difficulties remain unresolved they shall be referred to 
the Conference.

59. The detailed facility agreements for chemical weapons destruction facilities shall 
specify, taking into account the specific characteristics of the destruction facility and its 
mode of operation:

(a) Detailed on-site inspection procedures; and 

(b) Provisions for verification through continuous monitoring with on-site 
instruments and physical presence of inspectors.



60. Inspectors shall be granted access to each chemical weapons destruction facility not 
less than 60 days before the commencement of the destruction, pursuant to this 
Convention, at the facility. Such access shall be for the purpose of supervising the 
installation of the inspection equipment, inspecting this equipment and testing its 
operation, as well as for the purpose of carrying out a final engineering review of the 
facility. In the case of an existing facility where chemical weapons destruction operations 
have already been initiated, destruction operations shall be stopped for the minimum 
amount of time required, not to exceed 60 days, for installation and testing of the 
inspection equipment. Depending on the results of the testing and review, the State Party 
and the Technical Secretariat may agree on additions or changes to the detailed facility 
agreement for the facility.

61. The inspected State Party shall notify, in writing, the inspection team leader at a 
chemical weapons destruction facility not less than four hours before the departure of each 
shipment of chemical weapons from a chemical weapons storage facility to that 
destruction facility. This notification shall specify the name of the storage facility, the 
estimated times of departure and arrival, the specific types and quantities of chemical 
weapons being transported, whether any tagged items are being moved, and the method 
of transportation. This notification may include notification of more than one shipment. The 
inspection team leader shall be promptly notified, in writing, of any changes in this 
information.

Chemical weapons storage facilities at chemical weapons destruction facilities

62. The inspectors shall verify the arrival of the chemical weapons at the destruction 
facility and the storing of these chemical weapons. The inspectors shall verify the inventory 
of each shipment, using agreed procedures consistent with facility safety regulations, prior 
to the destruction of the chemical weapons. They shall employ, as appropriate, agreed 
seals, markers or other inventory control procedures to facilitate an accurate inventory of 
the chemical weapons prior to destruction. 

63. As soon and as long as chemical weapons are stored at chemical weapons storage 
facilities located at chemical weapons destruction facilities, these storage facilities shall be 
subject to systematic verification in conformity with the relevant facility agreements.

64. At the end of an active destruction phase, inspectors shall make an inventory of the 
chemical weapons, that have been removed from the storage facility, to be destroyed. 
They shall verify the accuracy of the inventory of the chemical weapons remaining, 
employing inventory control procedures as referred to in paragraph 62. 
Systematic on-site verification measures at chemical weapons destruction facilities

65. The inspectors shall be granted access to conduct their activities at the chemical 
weapons destruction facilities and the chemical weapons storage facilities located at such 
facilities during the entire active phase of destruction.

66. At each chemical weapons destruction facility, to provide assurance that no chemical 
weapons are diverted and that the destruction process has been completed, inspectors 
shall have the right to verify through their physical presence and monitoring with on-site 
instruments:

(a) The receipt of chemical weapons at the facility;

(b) The temporary holding area for chemical weapons and the specific type 
and quantity of chemical weapons stored in that area;



(c) The specific type and quantity of chemical weapons being destroyed; 

(d) The process of destruction;

(e) The end-product of destruction;

(f) The mutilation of metal parts; and

(g) The integrity of the destruction process and of the facility as a whole.

67. Inspectors shall have the right to tag, for sampling, munitions, devices, or containers 
located in the temporary holding areas at the chemical weapons destruction facilities.

68. To the extent that it meets inspection requirements, information from routine facility 
operations, with appropriate data authentication, shall be used for inspection purposes.

69. After the completion of each period of destruction, the Technical Secretariat shall 
confirm the declaration of the State Party, reporting the completion of destruction of the 
designated quantity of chemical weapons.

70. Inspectors shall, in accordance with facility agreements:
(a) Have unimpeded access to all parts of the chemical weapons destruction 
facilities and the chemical weapons storage facilities located at such facilities, 
including any munitions, devices, bulk containers, or other containers, 
therein. The items to be inspected shall be chosen by the inspectors in 
accordance with the verification plan that has been agreed to by the 
inspected State Party and approved by the Executive Council;

(b) Monitor the systematic on-site analysis of samples during the destruction 
process; and

(c) Receive, if necessary, samples taken at their request from any devices, 
bulk containers and other containers at the destruction facility or the storage 
facility thereat. 

PART IV (B)

OLD CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND ABANDONED CHEMICAL WEAPONS
A. GENERAL

1. Old chemical weapons shall be destroyed as provided for in Section B.

2. Abandoned chemical weapons, including those which also meet the definition of Article 
II, paragraph 5 (b), shall be destroyed as provided for in Section C.

B. REGIME FOR OLD CHEMICAL WEAPONS

3. A State Party which has on its territory old chemical weapons as defined in Article II, 
paragraph 5 (a), shall, not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force for it, 
submit to the Technical Secretariat all available relevant information, including, to the 



extent possible, the location, type, quantity and the present condition of these old chemical 
weapons.

In the case of old chemical weapons as defined in Article II, paragraph 5 (b), the State 
Party shall submit to the Technical Secretariat a declaration pursuant to Article III, 
paragraph 1 (b) (i), including, to the extent possible, the information specified in Part IV 
(A), paragraphs 1 to 3, of this Annex. 

4. A State Party which discovers old chemical weapons after this Convention enters into 
force for it shall submit to the Technical Secretariat the information specified in paragraph 
3 not later than 180 days after the discovery of the old chemical weapons.

5. The Technical Secretariat shall conduct an initial inspection, and any further inspections 
as may be necessary, in order to verify the information submitted pursuant to paragraphs 3 
and 4 and in particular to determine whether the chemical weapons meet the definition of 
old chemical weapons as specified in Article II, paragraph 5. Guidelines to determine the 
usability of chemical weapons produced between 1925 and 1946 shall be considered and 
approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

6. A State Party shall treat old chemical weapons that have been confirmed by the 
Technical Secretariat as meeting the definition in Article II, paragraph 5 (a), as toxic waste. 
It shall inform the Technical Secretariat of the steps being taken to destroy or otherwise 
dispose of such old chemical weapons as toxic waste in accordance with its national 
legislation.

7. Subject to paragraphs 3 to 5, a State Party shall destroy old chemical weapons that 
have been confirmed by the Technical Secretariat as meeting the definition in Article II, 
paragraph 5 (b), in accordance with Article IV and Part IV (A) of this Annex. Upon request 
of a State Party, the Executive Council may, however, modify the provisions on time-limit 
and order of destruction of these old chemical weapons, if it determines that doing so 
would not pose a risk to the object and purpose of this Convention. The request shall 
contain specific proposals for modification of the provisions and a detailed explanation of 
the reasons for the proposed modification.

C. REGIME FOR ABANDONED CHEMICAL WEAPONS

8. A State Party on whose territory there are abandoned chemical weapons (hereinafter 
referred to as the "Territorial State Party") shall, not later than 30 days after this 
Convention enters into force for it, submit to the Technical Secretariat all available relevant 
information concerning the abandoned chemical weapons. This information shall include, 
to the extent possible, the location, type, quantity and the present condition of the 
abandoned chemical weapons as well as information on the abandonment.

9. A State Party which discovers abandoned chemical weapons after this Convention 
enters into force for it shall, not later than 180 days after the discovery, submit to the 
Technical Secretariat all available relevant information concerning the discovered 
abandoned chemical weapons. This information shall include, to the extent possible, the 
location, type, quantity and the present condition of the abandoned chemical weapons as 
well as information on the abandonment.

10. A State Party which has abandoned chemical weapons on the territory of another State 
Party (hereinafter referred to as the "Abandoning State Party") shall, not later than 30 days 
after this Convention enters into force for it, submit to the Technical Secretariat all 



available relevant information concerning the abandoned chemical weapons. This 
information shall include, to the extent possible, the location, type, quantity as well as 
information on the abandonment, and the condition of the abandoned chemical weapons.

11. The Technical Secretariat shall conduct an initial inspection, and any further 
inspections as may be necessary, in order to verify all available relevant information 
submitted pursuant to paragraphs 8 to 10 and determine whether systematic verification in 
accordance with Part IV (A), paragraphs 41 to 43, of this Annex is required. It shall, if 
necessary, verify the origin of the abandoned chemical weapons and establish evidence 
concerning the abandonment and the identity of the Abandoning State.

12. The report of the Technical Secretariat shall be submitted to the Executive Council, the 
Territorial State Party, and to the Abandoning State Party or the State Party declared by 
the Territorial State Party or identified by the Technical Secretariat as having abandoned 
the chemical weapons. If one of the States Parties directly concerned is not satisfied with 
the report it shall have the right to settle the matter in accordance with provisions of this 
Convention or bring the issue to the Executive Council with a view to settling the matter 
expeditiously. 

13. Pursuant to Article I, paragraph 3, the Territorial State Party shall have the right to 
request the State Party which has been established as the Abandoning State Party 
pursuant to paragraphs 8 to 12 to enter into consultations for the purpose of destroying the 
abandoned chemical weapons in cooperation with the Territorial State Party. It shall 
immediately inform the Technical Secretariat of this request.

14. Consultations between the Territorial State Party and the Abandoning State Party with 
a view to establishing a mutually agreed plan for destruction shall begin not later than 30 
days after the Technical Secretariat has been informed of the request referred to in 
paragraph 13. The mutually agreed plan for destruction shall be transmitted to the 
Technical Secretariat not later than 180 days after the Technical Secretariat has been 
informed of the request referred to in paragraph 13. Upon the request of the Abandoning 
State Party and the Territorial State Party, the Executive Council may extend the time-limit 
for transmission of the mutually agreed plan for destruction.

15. For the purpose of destroying abandoned chemical weapons, the Abandoning State 
Party shall provide all necessary financial, technical, expert, facility as well as other 
resources. The Territorial State Party shall provide appropriate cooperation.

16. If the Abandoning State cannot be identified or is not a State Party, the Territorial State 
Party, in order to ensure the destruction of these abandoned chemical weapons, may 
request the Organization and other States Parties to provide assistance in the destruction 
of these abandoned chemical weapons.

17. Subject to paragraphs 8 to 16, Article IV and Part IV (A) of this Annex shall also apply 
to the destruction of abandoned chemical weapons. In the case of abandoned chemical 
weapons which also meet the definition of old chemical weapons in Article II, paragraph 5 
(b), the Executive Council, upon the request of the Territorial State Party, individually or 
together with the Abandoning State Party, may modify or in exceptional cases suspend the 
application of provisions on destruction, if it determines that doing so would not pose a risk 
to the object and purpose of this Convention. In the case of abandoned chemical weapons 
which do not meet the definition of old chemical weapons in Article II, paragraph 5 (b), the 
Executive Council, upon the request of the Territorial State Party, individually or together 



with the Abandoning State Party, may in exceptional circumstances modify the provisions 
on the time-limit and the order of destruction, if it determines that doing so would not pose 
a risk to the object and purpose of this Convention. Any request as referred to in this 
paragraph shall contain specific proposals for modification of the provisions and a detailed 
explanation of the reasons for the proposed modification.

18. States Parties may conclude between themselves agreements or arrangements 
concerning the destruction of abandoned chemical weapons. The Executive Council may, 
upon request of the Territorial State Party, individually or together with the Abandoning 
State Party, decide that selected provisions of such agreements or arrangements take 
precedence over provisions of this Section, if it determines that the agreement or 
arrangement ensures the destruction of the abandoned chemical weapons in accordance 
with paragraph 17. 

PART V

DESTRUCTION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION FACILITIES
AND ITS VERIFICATION PURSUANT TO ARTICLE V

A. DECLARATIONS

Declarations of chemical weapons production facilities

1. The declaration of chemical weapons production facilities by a State Party pursuant to 
Article III, paragraph 1 (c) (ii), shall contain for each facility:

(a) The name of the facility, the names of the owners, and the names of the 
companies or enterprises operating the facility since 1 January 1946;

(b) The precise location of the facility, including the address, location of the 
complex, location of the facility within the complex including the specific 
building and structure number, if any;

(c) A statement whether it is a facility for the manufacture of chemicals that 
are defined as chemical weapons or whether it is a facility for the filling of 
chemical weapons, or both;

(d) The date when the construction of the facility was completed and the 
periods during which any modifications to the facility were made, including 
the installation of new or modified equipment, that significantly changed the 
production process characteristics of the facility;

(e) Information on the chemicals defined as chemical weapons that were 
manufactured at the facility; the munitions, devices, and containers that were 
filled at the facility; and the dates of the beginning and cessation of such 
manufacture or filling:

(i) For chemicals defined as chemical weapons that were 
manufactured at the facility, such information shall be 
expressed in terms of the specific types of chemicals 
manufactured, indicating the chemical name in accordance with 
the current International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
(IUPAC) nomenclature, structural formula, and the Chemical 
Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned, and in terms of 
the amount of each chemical expressed by weight of chemical 



in tonnes;

(ii) For munitions, devices and containers that were filled at the 
facility, such information shall be expressed in terms of the 
specific type of chemical weapons filled and the weight of the 
chemical fill per unit;

(f) The production capacity of the chemical weapons production facility:
(i) For a facility where chemical weapons were manufactured, 
production capacity shall be expressed in terms of the annual 
quantitative potential for manufacturing a specific substance on 
the basis of the technological process actually used or, in the 
case of processes not actually used, planned to be used at the 
facility;

(ii) For a facility where chemical weapons were filled, production 
capacity shall be expressed in terms of the quantity of chemical 
that the facility can fill into each specific type of chemical 
weapon a year;

(g) For each chemical weapons production facility that has not been 
destroyed, a description of the facility including:

(i) A site diagram;

(ii) A process flow diagram of the facility; and

(iii) An inventory of buildings at the facility, and specialized 
equipment at the facility and of any spare parts for such 
equipment;

(h) The present status of the facility, stating:
(i) The date when chemical weapons were last produced at the 
facility;

(ii) Whether the facility has been destroyed, including the date 
and manner of its destruction; and

(iii) Whether the facility has been used or modified before entry 
into force of this Convention for an activity not related to the 
production of chemical weapons, and if so, information on what 
modifications have been made, the date such non-chemical 
weapons related activity began and the nature of such activity, 
indicating, if applicable, the kind of product;

(i) A specification of the measures that have been taken by the State Party for 
closure of, and a description of the measures that have been or will be taken 
by the State Party to inactivate the facility;

(j) A description of the normal pattern of activity for safety and security at the 
inactivated facility; and

(k) A statement as to whether the facility will be converted for the destruction 
of chemical weapons and, if so, the dates for such conversions.



Declarations of chemical weapons production facilities pursuant to 
Article III, paragraph 1 (c) (iii)

2. The declaration of chemical weapons production facilities pursuant to Article III, 
paragraph 1 (c) (iii), shall contain all information specified in paragraph 1 above. It is the 
responsibility of the State Party on whose territory the facility is or has been located to 
make appropriate arrangements with the other State to ensure that the declarations are 
made. If the State Party on whose territory the facility is or has been located is not able to 
fulfil this obligation, it shall state the reasons therefor.

Declarations of past transfers and receipts

3. A State Party that has transferred or received chemical weapons production equipment 
since 1 January 1946 shall declare these transfers and receipts pursuant to Article III, 
paragraph 1 (c) (iv), and in accordance with paragraph 5 below. When not all the specified 
information is available for transfer and receipt of such equipment for the period between 1 
January 1946 and 1 January 1970, the State Party shall declare whatever information is 
still available to it and provide an explanation as to why it cannot submit a full declaration.

4. Chemical weapons production equipment referred to in paragraph 3 means:
(a) Specialized equipment;

(b) Equipment for the production of equipment specifically designed for use 
directly in connection with chemical weapons employment; and 

(c) Equipment designed or used exclusively for producing non-chemical parts 
for chemical munitions.

5. The declaration concerning transfer and receipt of chemical weapons production 
equipment shall specify:

(a) Who received/transferred the chemical weapons production equipment;

(b) The identity of such equipment;

(c) The date of transfer or receipt;

(d) Whether the equipment was destroyed, if known; and

(e) Current disposition, if known.
Submission of general plans for destruction

6. For each chemical weapons production facility, a State Party shall supply the following 
information:

(a) Envisaged time-frame for measures to be taken; and

(b) Methods of destruction.

7. For each chemical weapons production facility that a State Party intends to convert 
temporarily into a chemical weapons destruction facility, the State Party shall supply the 
following information:



(a) Envisaged time-frame for conversion into a destruction facility;

(b) Envisaged time-frame for utilizing the facility as a chemical weapons 
destruction facility;

(c) Description of the new facility;

(d) Method of destruction of special equipment;

(e) Time-frame for destruction of the converted facility after it has been 
utilized to destroy chemical weapons; and

(f) Method of destruction of the converted facility.
Submission of annual plans for destruction and annual reports on destruction

8. The State Party shall submit an annual plan for destruction not less than 90 days before 
the beginning of the coming destruction year. The annual plan shall specify:

(a) Capacity to be destroyed;

(b) Name and location of the facilities where destruction will take place;

(c) List of buildings and equipment that will be destroyed at each facility; and

(d) Planned method(s) of destruction.
9. A State Party shall submit an annual report on destruction not later than 90 days after 
the end of the previous destruction year. The annual report shall specify:

(a) Capacity destroyed;

(b) Name and location of each facility where destruction took place;

(c) List of buildings and equipment that were destroyed at each facility;

(d) Methods of destruction.

10. For a chemical weapons production facility declared pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 
(c) (iii), it is the responsibility of the State Party on whose territory the facility is or has been 
located to make appropriate arrangements to ensure that the declarations specified in 
paragraphs 6 to 9 above are made. If the State Party on whose territory the facility is or 
has been located is not able to fulfil this obligation, it shall state the reasons therefor.

B. DESTRUCTION

General principles for destruction of chemical weapons production facilities

11. Each State Party shall decide on methods to be applied for the destruction of chemical 
weapons production facilities, according to the principles laid down in Article V and in this 
Part.

Principles and methods for closure of a chemical weapons production facility

12. The purpose of the closure of a chemical weapons production facility is to render it 
inactive.



13. Agreed measures for closure shall be taken by a State Party with due regard to the 
specific characteristics of each facility. Such measures shall include, inter alia: 

(a) Prohibition of occupation of the specialized buildings and standard 
buildings of the facility except for agreed activities;

(b) Disconnection of equipment directly related to the production of chemical 
weapons, including, inter alia, process control equipment and utilities;

(c) Decommissioning of protective installations and equipment used 
exclusively for the safety of operations of the chemical weapons production 
facility;

(d) Installation of blind flanges and other devices to prevent the addition of 
chemicals to, or the removal of chemicals from, any specialized process 
equipment for synthesis, separation or purification of chemicals defined as a 
chemical weapon, any storage tank, or any machine for filling chemical 
weapons, the heating, cooling, or supply of electrical or other forms of power 
to such equipment, storage tanks, or machines; and

(e) Interruption of rail, road and other access routes for heavy transport to the 
chemical weapons production facility except those required for agreed 
activities.

14. While the chemical weapons production facility remains closed, a State Party may 
continue safety and physical security activities at the facility.

Technical maintenance of chemical weapons production facilities 
prior to their destruction

15. A State Party may carry out standard maintenance activities at chemical weapons 
production facilities only for safety reasons, including visual inspection, preventive 
maintenance, and routine repairs.

16. All planned maintenance activities shall be specified in the general and detailed plans 
for destruction. Maintenance activities shall not include:

(a) Replacement of any process equipment;

(b) Modification of the characteristics of the chemical process equipment;

(c) Production of chemicals of any type.
17. All maintenance activities shall be subject to monitoring by the Technical Secretariat.
Principles and methods for temporary conversion of chemical weapons production 

facilities 
into chemical weapons destruction facilities

18. Measures pertaining to the temporary conversion of chemical weapons production 
facilities into chemical weapons destruction facilities shall ensure that the regime for the 
temporarily converted facilities is at least as stringent as the regime for chemical weapons 
production facilities that have not been converted.

19. Chemical weapons production facilities converted into chemical weapons destruction 



facilities before entry into force of this Convention shall be declared under the category of 
chemical weapons production facilities.

They shall be subject to an initial visit by inspectors, who shall confirm the correctness of 
the information about these facilities. Verification that the conversion of these facilities was 
performed in such a manner as to render them inoperable as chemical weapons 
production facilities shall also be required, and shall fall within the framework of measures 
provided for the facilities that are to be rendered inoperable not later than 90 days after 
entry into force of this Convention.

20. A State Party that intends to carry out a conversion of chemical weapons production 
facilities shall submit to the Technical Secretariat, not later than 30 days after this 
Convention enters into force for it, or not later than 30 days after a decision has been 
taken for temporary conversion, a general facility conversion plan, and subsequently shall 
submit annual plans.

21. Should a State Party have the need to convert to a chemical weapons destruction 
facility an additional chemical weapons production facility that had been closed after this 
Convention entered into force for it, it shall inform the Technical Secretariat thereof not less 
than 150 days before conversion. The Technical Secretariat, in conjunction with the State 
Party, shall make sure that the necessary measures are taken to render that facility, after 
its conversion, inoperable as a chemical weapons production facility.

22. A facility converted for the destruction of chemical weapons shall not be more fit for 
resuming chemical weapons production than a chemical weapons production facility which 
has been closed and is under maintenance. Its reactivation shall require no less time than 
that required for a chemical weapons production facility that has been closed and is under 
maintenance.

23. Converted chemical weapons production facilities shall be destroyed not later than 10 
years after entry into force of this Convention.

24. Any measures for the conversion of any given chemical weapons production facility 
shall be facility-specific and shall depend upon its individual characteristics.

25. The set of measures carried out for the purpose of converting a chemical weapons 
production facility into a chemical weapons destruction facility shall not be less than that 
which is provided for the disabling of other chemical weapons production facilities to be 
carried out not later than 90 days after this Convention enters into force for the State Party.

Principles and methods related to destruction of a chemical weapons production 
facility

26. A State Party shall destroy equipment and buildings covered by the definition of a 
chemical weapons production facility as follows:

(a) All specialized equipment and standard equipment shall be physically 
destroyed;

(b) All specialized buildings and standard buildings shall be physically 
destroyed.

27. A State Party shall destroy facilities for producing unfilled chemical munitions and 



equipment for chemical weapons employment as follows:
(a) Facilities used exclusively for production of non-chemical parts for 
chemical munitions or equipment specifically designed for use directly in 
connection with chemical weapons employment, shall be declared and 
destroyed. The destruction process and its verification shall be conducted 
according to the provisions of Article V and this Part of this Annex that govern 
destruction of chemical weapons production facilities;

(b) All equipment designed or used exclusively for producing non-chemical 
parts for chemical munitions shall be physically destroyed. Such equipment, 
which includes specially designed moulds and metal-forming dies, may be 
brought to a special location for destruction;

(c) All buildings and standard equipment used for such production activities 
shall be destroyed or converted for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention, with confirmation, as necessary, through consultations and 
inspections as provided for under Article IX;

(d) Activities for purposes not prohibited under this Convention may continue 
while destruction or conversion proceeds.

Order of destruction

28. The order of destruction of chemical weapons production facilities is based on the 
obligations specified in Article I and the other Articles of this Convention, including 
obligations regarding systematic on-site verification. It takes into account interests of 
States Parties for undiminished security during the destruction period; confidence- building 
in the early part of the destruction stage; gradual acquisition of experience in the course of 
destroying chemical weapons production facilities; and applicability irrespective of the 
actual characteristics of the facilities and the methods chosen for their destruction. The 
order of destruction is based on the principle of levelling out.

29. A State Party shall, for each destruction period, determine which chemical weapons 
production facilities are to be destroyed and carry out the destruction in such a way that 
not more than what is specified in paragraphs 30 and 31 remains at the end of each 
destruction period. A State Party is not precluded from destroying its facilities at a faster 
pace.

30. The following provisions shall apply to chemical weapons production facilities that 
produce Schedule 1 chemicals:

(a) A State Party shall start the destruction of such facilities not later than one 
year after this Convention enters into force for it, and shall complete it not 
later than 10 years after entry into force of this Convention. For a State which 
is a Party at the entry into force of this Convention, this overall period shall be 
divided into three separate destruction periods, namely, years 2-5, years 6-8, 
and years 9-10. For States which become a Party after entry into force of this 
Convention, the destruction periods shall be adapted, taking into account 
paragraphs 28 and 29;

(b) Production capacity shall be used as the comparison factor for such 
facilities. It shall be expressed in agent tonnes, taking into account the rules 
specified for binary chemical weapons;



(c) Appropriate agreed levels of production capacity shall be established for 
the end of the eighth year after entry into force of this Convention. Production 
capacity that exceeds the relevant level shall be destroyed in equal 
increments during the first two destruction periods;

(d) A requirement to destroy a given amount of capacity shall entail a 
requirement to destroy any other chemical weapons production facility that 
supplied the Schedule 1 facility or filled the Schedule 1 chemical produced 
there into munitions or devices;

(e) Chemical weapons production facilities that have been converted 
temporarily for destruction of chemical weapons shall continue to be subject 
to the obligation to destroy capacity according to the provisions of this 
paragraph.

31. A State Party shall start the destruction of chemical weapons production facilities not 
covered in paragraph 30 not later than one year after this Convention enters into force for 
it, and complete it not later than five years after entry into force of this Convention. 

Detailed plans for destruction

32. Not less than 180 days before the destruction of a chemical weapons production 
facility starts, a State Party shall provide to the Technical Secretariat the detailed plans for 
destruction of the facility, including proposed measures for verification of destruction 
referred to in paragraph 33 (f), with respect to, inter alia:

(a) Timing of the presence of the inspectors at the facility to be destroyed; 
and 

(b) Procedures for verification of measures to be applied to each item on the 
declared inventory.

33. The detailed plans for destruction of each chemical weapons production facility shall 
contain:

(a) Detailed time schedule of the destruction process;

(b) Layout of the facility;

(c) Process flow diagram;

(d) Detailed inventory of equipment, buildings and other items to be 
destroyed;

(e) Measures to be applied to each item on the inventory;

(f) Proposed measures for verification;

(g) Security/safety measures to be observed during the destruction of the 
facility; and 

(h) Working and living conditions to be provided for inspectors.



34. If a State Party intends to convert temporarily a chemical weapons production facility 
into a chemical weapons destruction facility, it shall notify the Technical Secretariat not less 
than 150 days before undertaking any conversion activities. The notification shall:

(a) Specify the name, address, and location of the facility;

(b) Provide a site diagram indicating all structures and areas that will be 
involved in the destruction of chemical weapons and also identify all 
structures of the chemical weapons production facility that are to be 
temporarily converted;

(c) Specify the types of chemical weapons, and the type and quantity of 
chemical fill to be destroyed;

(d) Specify the destruction method;

(e) Provide a process flow diagram, indicating which portions of the 
production process and specialized equipment will be converted for the 
destruction of chemical weapons;

(f) Specify the seals and inspection equipment potentially affected by the 
conversion, if applicable; and

(g) Provide a schedule identifying: The time allocated to design, temporary 
conversion of the facility, installation of equipment, equipment check-out, 
destruction operations, and closure.

35. In relation to the destruction of a facility that was temporarily converted for destruction 
of chemical weapons, information shall be provided in accordance with paragraphs 32 and 
33.

Review of detailed plans

36. On the basis of the detailed plan for destruction and proposed measures for 
verification submitted by the State Party, and on experience from previous inspections, the 
Technical Secretariat shall prepare a plan for verifying the destruction of the facility, 
consulting closely with the State Party. Any differences between the Technical Secretariat 
and the State Party concerning appropriate measures should be resolved through 
consultations. Any unresolved matters shall be forwarded to the Executive Council for 
appropriate action with a view to facilitating the full implementation of this Convention.

37. To ensure that the provisions of Article V and this Part are fulfilled, the combined plans 
for destruction and verification shall be agreed upon between the Executive Council and 
the State Party. This agreement should be completed, not less than 60 days before the 
planned initiation of destruction.

38. Each member of the Executive Council may consult with the Technical Secretariat on 
any issues regarding the adequacy of the combined plan for destruction and verification. If 
there are no objections by any member of the Executive Council, the plan shall be put into 
action.

39. If there are any difficulties, the Executive Council shall enter into consultations with the 



State Party to reconcile them. If any difficulties remain unresolved they shall be referred to 
the Conference. The resolution of any differences over methods of destruction shall not 
delay the execution of other parts of the destruction plan that are acceptable.

40. If agreement is not reached with the Executive Council on aspects of verification, or if 
the approved verification plan cannot be put into action, verification of destruction shall 
proceed through continuous monitoring with on-site instruments and physical presence of 
inspectors.

41. Destruction and verification shall proceed according to the agreed plan. The 
verification shall not unduly interfere with the destruction process and shall be conducted 
through the presence of inspectors on-site to witness the destruction. 

42. If required verification or destruction actions are not taken as planned, all States 
Parties shall be so informed.

C. VERIFICATION

Verification of declarations of chemical weapons production facilities through on-
site inspection

43. The Technical Secretariat shall conduct an initial inspection of each chemical weapons 
production facility in the period between 90 and 120 days after this Convention enters into 
force for the State Party.

44. The purposes of the initial inspection shall be:
(a) To confirm that the production of chemical weapons has ceased and that 
the facility has been inactivated in accordance with this Convention;

(b) To permit the Technical Secretariat to familiarize itself with the measures 
that have been taken to cease production of chemical weapons at the facility;

(c) To permit the inspectors to install temporary seals;

(d) To permit the inspectors to confirm the inventory of buildings and 
specialized equipment;

(e) To obtain information necessary for planning inspection activities at the 
facility, including use of tamper-indicating seals and other agreed equipment, 
which shall be installed pursuant to the detailed facility agreement for the 
facility; and

(f) To conduct preliminary discussions regarding a detailed agreement on 
inspection procedures at the facility.

45. Inspectors shall employ, as appropriate, agreed seals, markers or other inventory 
control procedures to facilitate an accurate inventory of the declared items at each 
chemical weapons production facility.

46. Inspectors shall install such agreed devices as may be necessary to indicate if any 
resumption of production of chemical weapons occurs or if any declared item is removed. 
They shall take the necessary precaution not to hinder closure activities by the inspected 



State Party. Inspectors may return to maintain and verify the integrity of the devices.

47. If, on the basis of the initial inspection, the Director-General believes that additional 
measures are necessary to inactivate the facility in accordance with this Convention, the 
Director-General may request, not later than 135 days after this Convention enters into 
force for a State Party, that such measures be implemented by the inspected State Party 
not later than 180 days after this Convention enters into force for it. At its discretion, the 
inspected State Party may satisfy the request. If it does not satisfy the request, the 
inspected State Party and the Director-General shall consult to resolve the matter.

Systematic verification of chemical weapons production facilities 
and cessation of their activities

48. The purpose of the systematic verification of a chemical weapons production facility 
shall be to ensure that any resumption of production of chemical weapons or removal of 
declared items will be detected at this facility.

49. The detailed facility agreement for each chemical weapons production facility shall 
specify:

(a) Detailed on-site inspection procedures, which may include:
(i) Visual examinations;

(ii) Checking and servicing of seals and other agreed devices; 
and 

(iii) Obtaining and analysing samples;
(b) Procedures for using tamper-indicating seals and other agreed equipment 
to prevent the undetected reactivation of the facility, which shall specify:

(i) The type, placement, and arrangements for installation; and

(ii) The maintenance of such seals and equipment; and
(c) Other agreed measures.

50. The seals or other approved equipment provided for in a detailed agreement on 
inspection measures for that facility shall be placed not later than 240 days after this 
Convention enters into force for a State Party. Inspectors shall be permitted to visit each 
chemical weapons production facility for the installation of such seals or equipment.

51. During each calendar year, the Technical Secretariat shall be permitted to conduct up 
to four inspections of each chemical weapons production facility.

52. The Director-General shall notify the inspected State Party of his decision to inspect or 
visit a chemical weapons production facility 48 hours before the planned arrival of the 
inspection team at the facility for systematic inspections or visits. In the case of inspections 
or visits to resolve urgent problems, this period may be shortened. The Director-General 
shall specify the purpose of the inspection or visit.

53. Inspectors shall, in accordance with the facility agreements, have unimpeded access 
to all parts of the chemical weapons production facilities. The items on the declared 
inventory to be inspected shall be chosen by the inspectors.

54. The guidelines for determining the frequency of systematic on-site inspections shall be 



considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i). The 
particular production facility to be inspected shall be chosen by the Technical Secretariat in 
such a way as to preclude the prediction of precisely when the facility is to be inspected.

Verification of destruction of chemical weapons production facilities

55. The purpose of systematic verification of the destruction of chemical weapons 
production facilities shall be to confirm that the facility is destroyed in accordance with the 
obligations under this Convention and that each item on the declared inventory is 
destroyed in accordance with the agreed detailed plan for destruction.

56. When all items on the declared inventory have been destroyed, the Technical 
Secretariat shall confirm the declaration of the State Party to that effect. After this 
confirmation, the Technical Secretariat shall terminate the systematic verification of the 
chemical weapons production facility and shall promptly remove all devices and monitoring 
instruments installed by the inspectors.

57. After this confirmation, the State Party shall make the declaration that the facility has 
been destroyed.

Verification of temporary conversion of a chemical weapons production facility 
into a chemical weapons destruction facility

58. Not later than 90 days after receiving the initial notification of the intent to convert 
temporarily a production facility, the inspectors shall have the right to visit the facility to 
familiarize themselves with the proposed temporary conversion and to study possible 
inspection measures that will be required during the conversion.

59. Not later than 60 days after such a visit, the Technical Secretariat and the inspected 
State Party shall conclude a transition agreement containing additional inspection 
measures for the temporary conversion period. The transition agreement shall specify 
inspection procedures, including the use of seals, monitoring equipment, and inspections, 
that will provide confidence that no chemical weapons production takes place during the 
conversion process. This agreement shall remain in force from the beginning of the 
temporary conversion activity until the facility begins operation as a chemical weapons 
destruction facility.

60. The inspected State Party shall not remove or convert any portion of the facility, or 
remove or modify any seal or other agreed inspection equipment that may have been 
installed pursuant to this Convention until the transition agreement has been concluded.

61. Once the facility begins operation as a chemical weapons destruction facility, it shall be 
subject to the provisions of Part IV (A) of this Annex applicable to chemical weapons 
destruction facilities. Arrangements for the pre-operation period shall be governed by the 
transition agreement.

62. During destruction operations the inspectors shall have access to all portions of the 
temporarily converted chemical weapons production facilities, including those that are not 
directly involved with the destruction of chemical weapons.

63. Before the commencement of work at the facility to convert it temporarily for chemical 
weapons destruction purposes and after the facility has ceased to function as a facility for 
chemical weapons destruction, the facility shall be subject to the provisions of this Part 
applicable to chemical weapons production facilities.



D. CONVERSION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS PRODUCTION FACILITIES 
TO PURPOSES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION

Procedures for requesting conversion

64. A request to use a chemical weapons production facility for purposes not prohibited 
under this Convention may be made for any facility that a State Party is already using for 
such purposes before this Convention enters into force for it, or that it plans to use for such 
purposes.

65. For a chemical weapons production facility that is being used for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention when this Convention enters into force for the State 
Party, the request shall be submitted to the Director-General not later than 30 days after 
this Convention enters into force for the State Party. The request shall contain, in addition 
to data submitted in accordance with paragraph 1 (h) (iii), the following information:

(a) A detailed justification for the request;

(b) A general facility conversion plan that specifies:
(i) The nature of the activity to be conducted at the facility;

(ii) If the planned activity involves production, processing, or 
consumption of chemicals: the name of each of the chemicals, 
the flow diagram of the facility, and the quantities planned to be 
produced, processed, or consumed annually;

(iii) Which buildings or structures are proposed to be used and 
what modifications are proposed, if any;

(iv) Which buildings or structures have been destroyed or are 
proposed to be destroyed and the plans for destruction;

(v) What equipment is to be used in the facility;

(vi) What equipment has been removed and destroyed and 
what equipment is proposed to be removed and destroyed and 
the plans for its destruction;

(vii) The proposed schedule for conversion, if applicable; and

(viii) The nature of the activity of each other facility operating at 
the site; and

(c) A detailed explanation of how measures set forth in subparagraph (b), as 
well as any other measures proposed by the State Party, will ensure the 
prevention of standby chemical weapons production capability at the facility.

66. For a chemical weapons production facility that is not being used for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention when this Convention enters into force for the State 
Party, the request shall be submitted to the Director-General not later than 30 days after 
the decision to convert, but in no case later than four years after this Convention enters 
into force for the State Party. The request shall contain the following information:



(a) A detailed justification for the request, including its economic needs;

(b) A general facility conversion plan that specifies:
(i) The nature of the activity planned to be conducted at the 
facility;

(ii) If the planned activity involves production, processing, or 
consumption of chemicals: the name of each of the chemicals, 
the flow diagram of the facility, and the quantities planned to be 
produced, processed, or consumed annually;

(iii) Which buildings or structures are proposed to be retained 
and what modifications are proposed, if any;

(iv) Which buildings or structures have been destroyed or are 
proposed to be destroyed and the plans for destruction;

(v) What equipment is proposed for use in the facility;

(vi) What equipment is proposed to be removed and destroyed 
and the plans for its destruction;

(vii) The proposed schedule for conversion; and

(viii) The nature of the activity of each other facility operating at 
the site; and

(c) A detailed explanation of how the measures set forth in subparagraph (b), 
as well as any other measures proposed by the State Party, will ensure the 
prevention of standby chemical weapons production capability at the facility.

67. The State Party may propose in its request any other measures it deems appropriate 
to build confidence.

Actions pending a decision

68. Pending a decision of the Conference, a State Party may continue to use for purposes 
not prohibited under this Convention a facility that was being used for such purposes 
before this Convention enters into force for it, but only if the State Party certifies in its 
request that no specialized equipment and no specialized buildings are being used and 
that the specialized equipment and specialized buildings have been rendered inactive 
using the methods specified in paragraph 13.

69. If the facility, for which the request was made, was not being used for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention before this Convention enters into force for the State 
Party, or if the certification required in paragraph 68 is not made, the State Party shall 
cease immediately all activity pursuant to Article V, paragraph 4. The State Party shall 
close the facility in accordance with paragraph 13 not later than 90 days after this 
Convention enters into force for it.

Conditions for conversion

70. As a condition for conversion of a chemical weapons production facility for purposes 
not prohibited under this Convention, all specialized equipment at the facility must be 
destroyed and all special features of buildings and structures that distinguish them from 
buildings and structures normally used for purposes not prohibited under this Convention 



and not involving Schedule 1 chemicals must be eliminated.

71. A converted facility shall not be used:
(a) For any activity involving production, processing, or consumption of a 
Schedule 1 chemical or a Schedule 2 chemical; or

(b) For the production of any highly toxic chemical, including any highly toxic 
organophosphorus chemical, or for any other activity that would require 
special equipment for handling highly toxic or highly corrosive chemicals, 
unless the Executive Council decides that such production or activity would 
pose no risk to the object and purpose of this Convention, taking into account 
criteria for toxicity, corrosiveness and, if applicable, other technical factors, to 
be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, 
paragraph 21 (i).

72. Conversion of a chemical weapons production facility shall be completed not later than 
six years after entry into force of this Convention.

Decisions by the Executive Council and the Conference

73. Not later than 90 days after receipt of the request by the Director-General, an initial 
inspection of the facility shall be conducted by the Technical Secretariat. The purpose of 
this inspection shall be to determine the accuracy of the information provided in the 
request, to obtain information on the technical characteristics of the proposed converted 
facility, and to assess the conditions under which use for purposes not prohibited under 
this Convention may be permitted. The Director-General shall promptly submit a report to 
the Executive Council, the Conference, and all States Parties containing his 
recommendations on the measures necessary to convert the facility to purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention and to provide assurance that the converted facility will 
be used only for purposes not prohibited under this Convention.

74. If the facility has been used for purposes not prohibited under this Convention before 
this Convention enters into force for the State Party, and is continuing to be in operation, 
but the measures required to be certified under paragraph 68 have not been taken, the 
Director-General shall immediately inform the Executive Council, which may require 
implementation of measures it deems appropriate, inter alia, shut-down of the facility and 
removal of specialized equipment and modification of buildings or structures. The 
Executive Council shall stipulate the deadline for implementation of these measures and 
shall suspend consideration of the request pending their satisfactory completion. The 
facility shall be inspected promptly after the expiration of the deadline to determine 
whether the measures have been implemented. If not, the State Party shall be required to 
shut down completely all facility operations.

75. As soon as possible after receiving the report of the Director-General, the Conference, 
upon recommendation of the Executive Council, shall decide, taking into account the 
report and any views expressed by States Parties, whether to approve the request, and 
shall establish the conditions upon which approval is contingent. If any State Party objects 
to approval of the request and the associated conditions, consultations shall be 
undertaken among interested States Parties for up to 90 days to seek a mutually 
acceptable solution. A decision on the request and associated conditions, along with any 
proposed modifications thereto, shall be taken, as a matter of substance, as soon as 
possible after the end of the consultation period.



76. If the request is approved, a facility agreement shall be completed not later than 90 
days after such a decision is taken. The facility agreement shall contain the conditions 
under which the conversion and use of the facility is permitted, including measures for 
verification. Conversion shall not begin before the facility agreement is concluded.

Detailed plans for conversion

77. Not less than 180 days before conversion of a chemical weapons production facility is 
planned to begin, the State Party shall provide the Technical Secretariat with the detailed 
plans for conversion of the facility, including proposed measures for verification of 
conversion, with respect to, inter alia:

(a) Timing of the presence of the inspectors at the facility to be converted; 
and

(b) Procedures for verification of measures to be applied to each item on the 
declared inventory.

78. The detailed plan for conversion of each chemical weapons production facility shall 
contain:

(a) Detailed time schedule of the conversion process;

(b) Layout of the facility before and after conversion;

(c) Process flow diagram of the facility before, and as appropriate, after the 
conversion;

(d) Detailed inventory of equipment, buildings and structures and other items 
to be destroyed and of the buildings and structures to be modified;

(e) Measures to be applied to each item on the inventory, if any;

(f) Proposed measures for verification;

(g) Security/safety measures to be observed during the conversion of the 
facility; and

(h) Working and living conditions to be provided for inspectors.
Review of detailed plans

79. On the basis of the detailed plan for conversion and proposed measures for verification 
submitted by the State Party, and on experience from previous inspections, the Technical 
Secretariat shall prepare a plan for verifying the conversion of the facility, consulting 
closely with the State Party. Any differences between the Technical Secretariat and the 
State Party concerning appropriate measures shall be resolved through consultations. Any 
unresolved matters shall be forwarded to the Executive Council for appropriate action with 
a view to facilitate the full implementation of this Convention.

80. To ensure that the provisions of Article V and this Part are fulfilled, the combined plans 
for conversion and verification shall be agreed upon between the Executive Council and 
the State Party. This agreement shall be completed not less than 60 days before 
conversion is planned to begin.



81. Each member of the Executive Council may consult with the Technical Secretariat on 
any issue regarding the adequacy of the combined plan for conversion and verification. If 
there are no objections by any member of the Executive Council, the plan shall be put into 
action.

82. If there are any difficulties, the Executive Council should enter into consultations with 
the State Party to reconcile them. If any difficulties remain unresolved, they should be 
referred to the Conference. The resolution of any differences over methods of conversion 
should not delay the execution of other parts of the conversion plan that are acceptable.

83. If agreement is not reached with the Executive Council on aspects of verification, or if 
the approved verification plan cannot be put into action, verification of conversion shall 
proceed through continuous monitoring with on-site instruments and physical presence of 
inspectors.

84. Conversion and verification shall proceed according to the agreed plan. The 
verification shall not unduly interfere with the conversion process and shall be conducted 
through the presence of inspectors to confirm the conversion.

85. For the 10 years after the Director-General certifies that conversion is complete, the 
State Party shall provide to inspectors unimpeded access to the facility at any time. The 
inspectors shall have the right to observe all areas, all activities, and all items of equipment 
at the facility. The inspectors shall have the right to verify that the activities at the facility 
are consistent with any conditions established under this Section, by the Executive Council 
and the Conference. The inspectors shall also have the right, in accordance with 
provisions of Part II, Section E, of this Annex to receive samples from any area of the 
facility and to analyse them to verify the absence of Schedule 1 chemicals, their stable by-
products and decomposition products and of Schedule 2 chemicals and to verify that the 
activities at the facility are consistent with any other conditions on chemical activities 
established under this Section, by the Executive Council and the Conference. The 
inspectors shall also have the right to managed access, in accordance with Part X, Section 
C, of this Annex, to the plant site at which the facility is located. During the 10-year period, 
the State Party shall report annually on the activities at the converted facility. Upon 
completion of the 10-year period, the Executive Council, taking into account 
recommendations of the Technical Secretariat, shall decide on the nature of continued 
verification measures.

86. Costs of verification of the converted facility shall be allocated in accordance with 
Article V, paragraph 19.

PART VI

ACTIVITIES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE VI

REGIME FOR SCHEDULE 1 CHEMICALS AND FACILITIES 
RELATED TO SUCH CHEMICALS

A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. A State Party shall not produce, acquire, retain or use Schedule 1 chemicals outside the 
territories of States Parties and shall not transfer such chemicals outside its territory 



except to another State Party.

2. A State Party shall not produce, acquire, retain, transfer or use Schedule 1 chemicals 
unless:

(a) The chemicals are applied to research, medical, pharmaceutical or 
protective purposes; and

(b) The types and quantities of chemicals are strictly limited to those which 
can be justified for such purposes; and

(c) The aggregate amount of such chemicals at any given time for such 
purposes is equal to or less than 1 tonne; and

(d) The aggregate amount for such purposes acquired by a State Party in 
any year through production, withdrawal from chemical weapons stocks and 
transfer is equal to or less than 1 tonne.

B. TRANSFERS

3. A State Party may transfer Schedule 1 chemicals outside its territory only to another 
State Party and only for research, medical, pharmaceutical or protective purposes in 
accordance with paragraph 2.

4. Chemicals transferred shall not be retransferred to a third State.

5. Not less than 30 days before any transfer to another State Party both States Parties 
shall notify the Technical Secretariat of the transfer.

6. Each State Party shall make a detailed annual declaration regarding transfers during the 
previous year. The declaration shall be submitted not later than 90 days after the end of 
that year and shall for each Schedule 1 chemical that has been transferred include the 
following information:

(a) The chemical name, structural formula and Chemical Abstracts Service 
registry number, if assigned;

(b) The quantity acquired from other States or transferred to other States 
Parties. For each transfer the quantity, recipient and purpose shall be 
included.

C. PRODUCTION

General principles for production

7. Each State Party, during production under paragraphs 8 to 12, shall assign the highest 
priority to ensuring the safety of people and to protecting the environment. Each State 
Party shall conduct such production in accordance with its national standards for safety 
and emissions.

Single small-scale facility

8. Each State Party that produces Schedule 1 chemicals for research, medical, 
pharmaceutical or protective purposes shall carry out the production at a single small-
scale facility approved by the State Party, except as set forth in paragraphs 10, 11 and 12.



9. The production at a single small-scale facility shall be carried out in reaction vessels in 
production lines not configurated for continuous operation. The volume of such a reaction 
vessel shall not exceed 100 litres, and the total volume of all reaction vessels with a 
volume exceeding 5 litres shall not be more than 500 litres.

Other facilities

10. Production of Schedule 1 chemicals in aggregate quantities not exceeding 10 kg per 
year may be carried out for protective purposes at one facility outside a single small-scale 
facility. This facility shall be approved by the State Party.

11. Production of Schedule 1 chemicals in quantities of more than 100 g per year may be 
carried out for research, medical or pharmaceutical purposes outside a single small-scale 
facility in aggregate quantities not exceeding 10 kg per year per facility. These facilities 
shall be approved by the State Party.

12. Synthesis of Schedule 1 chemicals for research, medical or pharmaceutical purposes, 
but not for protective purposes, may be carried out at laboratories in aggregate quantities 
less than 100 g per year per facility. These facilities shall not be subject to any obligation 
relating to declaration and verification as specified in Sections D and E.

D. DECLARATIONS
Single small-scale facility

13. Each State Party that plans to operate a single small-scale facility shall provide the 
Technical Secretariat with the precise location and a detailed technical description of the 
facility, including an inventory of equipment and detailed diagrams. For existing facilities, 
this initial declaration shall be provided not later than 30 days after this Convention enters 
into force for the State Party. Initial declarations on new facilities shall be provided not less 
than 180 days before operations are to begin.

14. Each State Party shall give advance notification to the Technical Secretariat of planned 
changes related to the initial declaration. The notification shall be submitted not less than 
180 days before the changes are to take place.

15. A State Party producing Schedule 1 chemicals at a single small-scale facility shall 
make a detailed annual declaration regarding the activities of the facility for the previous 
year. The declaration shall be submitted not later than 90 days after the end of that year 
and shall include:

(a) Identification of the facility;

(b) For each Schedule 1 chemical produced, acquired, consumed or stored 
at the facility, the following information:

(i) The chemical name, structural formula and Chemical 
Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned;

(ii) The methods employed and quantity produced;

(iii) The name and quantity of precursors listed in Schedules 1, 
2, or 3 used for production of Schedule 1 chemicals;

(iv) The quantity consumed at the facility and the purpose(s) of 
the consumption;



(v) The quantity received from or shipped to other facilities in 
the State Party. For each shipment the quantity, recipient and 
purpose should be included;

(vi) The maximum quantity stored at any time during the year; 
and

(vii) The quantity stored at the end of the year; and
(c) Information on any changes at the facility during the year compared to 
previously submitted detailed technical descriptions of the facility including 
inventories of equipment and detailed diagrams.

16. Each State Party producing Schedule 1 chemicals at a single small-scale facility shall 
make a detailed annual declaration regarding the projected activities and the anticipated 
production at the facility for the coming year. The declaration shall be submitted not less 
than 90 days before the beginning of that year and shall include:

(a) Identification of the facility;

(b) For each Schedule 1 chemical anticipated to be produced, consumed or 
stored at the facility, the following information:

(i) The chemical name, structural formula and Chemical 
Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned;

(ii) The quantity anticipated to be produced and the purpose of 
the production; and

(c) Information on any anticipated changes at the facility during the year 
compared to previously submitted detailed technical descriptions of the 
facility including inventories of equipment and detailed diagrams.

Other facilities referred to in paragraphs 10 and 11

17. For each facility, a State Party shall provide the Technical Secretariat with the name, 
location and a detailed technical description of the facility or its relevant part(s) as 
requested by the Technical Secretariat. The facility producing Schedule 1 chemicals for 
protective purposes shall be specifically identified. For existing facilities, this initial 
declaration shall be provided not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force 
for the State Party. Initial declarations on new facilities shall be provided not less than 180 
days before operations are to begin.

18. Each State Party shall give advance notification to the Technical Secretariat of planned 
changes related to the initial declaration. The notification shall be submitted not less than 
180 days before the changes are to take place.

19. Each State Party shall, for each facility, make a detailed annual declaration regarding 
the activities of the facility for the previous year. The declaration shall be submitted not 
later than 90 days after the end of that year and shall include:

(a) Identification of the facility;

(b) For each Schedule 1 chemical the following information:
(i) The chemical name, structural formula and Chemical 



Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned;

(ii) The quantity produced and, in case of production for 
protective purposes, methods employed;

(iii) The name and quantity of precursors listed in Schedules 1, 
2, or 3, used for production of Schedule 1 chemicals;

(iv) The quantity consumed at the facility and the purpose of the 
consumption;

(v) The quantity transferred to other facilities within the State 
Party. For each transfer the quantity, recipient and purpose 
should be included;

(vi) The maximum quantity stored at any time during the year; 
and

(vii) The quantity stored at the end of the year; and
(c) Information on any changes at the facility or its relevant parts during the 
year compared to previously submitted detailed technical description of the 
facility.

20. Each State Party shall, for each facility, make a detailed annual declaration regarding 
the projected activities and the anticipated production at the facility for the coming year. 
The declaration shall be submitted not less than 90 days before the beginning of that year 
and shall include:

(a) Identification of the facility;

(b) For each Schedule 1 chemical the following information:
(i) The chemical name, structural formula and Chemical 
Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned; and

(ii) The quantity anticipated to be produced, the time periods 
when the production is anticipated to take place and the 
purposes of the production; and

(c) Information on any anticipated changes at the facility or its relevant parts, 
during the year compared to previously submitted detailed technical 
descriptions of the facility.

E. VERIFICATION

Single small-scale facility

21. The aim of verification activities at the single small-scale facility shall be to verify that 
the quantities of Schedule 1 chemicals produced are correctly declared and, in particular, 
that their aggregate amount does not exceed 1 tonne.

22. The facility shall be subject to systematic verification through on-site inspection and 
monitoring with on-site instruments.



23. The number, intensity, duration, timing and mode of inspections for a particular facility 
shall be based on the risk to the object and purpose of this Convention posed by the 
relevant chemicals, the characteristics of the facility and the nature of the activities carried 
out there. Appropriate guidelines shall be considered and approved by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

24. The purpose of the initial inspection shall be to verify information provided concerning 
the facility, including verification of the limits on reaction vessels set forth in paragraph 9.

25. Not later than 180 days after this Convention enters into force for a State Party, it shall 
conclude a facility agreement, based on a model agreement, with the Organization, 
covering detailed inspection procedures for the facility.

26. Each State Party planning to establish a single small-scale facility after this Convention 
enters into force for it shall conclude a facility agreement, based on a model agreement, 
with the Organization, covering detailed inspection procedures for the facility before it 
begins operation or is used.

27. A model for agreements shall be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant 
to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

Other facilities referred to in paragraphs 10 and 11

28. The aim of verification activities at any facility referred to in paragraphs 10 and 11 shall 
be to verify that:

(a) The facility is not used to produce any Schedule 1 chemical, except for 
the declared chemicals;

(b) The quantities of Schedule 1 chemicals produced, processed or 
consumed are correctly declared and consistent with needs for the declared 
purpose; and 

(c) The Schedule 1 chemical is not diverted or used for other purposes.

29. The facility shall be subject to systematic verification through on-site inspection and 
monitoring with on-site instruments.

30. The number, intensity, duration, timing and mode of inspections for a particular facility 
shall be based on the risk to the object and purpose of this Convention posed by the 
quantities of chemicals produced, the characteristics of the facility and the nature of the 
activities carried out there. Appropriate guidelines shall be considered and approved by the 
Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

31. Not later than 180 days after this Convention enters into force for a State Party, it shall 
conclude facility agreements with the Organization, based on a model agreement covering 
detailed inspection procedures for each facility.

32. Each State Party planning to establish such a facility after entry into force of this 
Convention shall conclude a facility agreement with the Organization before the facility 
begins operation or is used. 



PART VII

ACTIVITIES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE VI

REGIME FOR SCHEDULE 2 CHEMICALS AND FACILITIES
RELATED TO SUCH CHEMICALS

A. DECLARATIONS

Declarations of aggregate national data

1. The initial and annual declarations to be provided by each State Party pursuant to 
Article VI, paragraphs 7 and 8, shall include aggregate national data for the previous 
calendar year on the quantities produced, processed, consumed, imported and exported of 
each Schedule 2 chemical, as well as a quantitative specification of import and export for 
each country involved.

2. Each State Party shall submit:
(a) Initial declarations pursuant to paragraph 1 not later than 30 days after 
this Convention enters into force for it; and, starting in the following calendar 
year,

(b) Annual declarations not later than 90 days after the end of the previous 
calendar year.

Declarations of plant sites producing, processing or consuming Schedule 2 
chemicals

3. Initial and annual declarations are required for all plant sites that comprise one or more 
plant(s) which produced, processed or consumed during any of the previous three 
calendar years or is anticipated to produce, process or consume in the next calendar year 
more than:

(a) 1 kg of a chemical designated "*" in Schedule 2, part A;

(b) 100 kg of any other chemical listed in Schedule 2, part A; or

(c) 1 tonne of a chemical listed in Schedule 2, part B.

4. Each State Party shall submit:
(a) Initial declarations pursuant to paragraph 3 not later than 30 days after 
this Convention enters into force for it; and, starting in the following calendar 
year;

(b) Annual declarations on past activities not later than 90 days after the end 
of the previous calendar year;

(c) Annual declarations on anticipated activities not later than 60 days before 
the beginning of the following calendar year. Any such activity additionally 
planned after the annual declaration has been submitted shall be declared 
not later than five days before this activity begins.



5. Declarations pursuant to paragraph 3 are generally not required for mixtures containing 
a low concentration of a Schedule 2 chemical. They are only required, in accordance with 
guidelines, in cases where the ease of recovery from the mixture of the Schedule 2 
chemical and its total weight are deemed to pose a risk to the object and purpose of this 
Convention. These guidelines shall be considered and approved by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

6. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall include:
(a) The name of the plant site and the name of the owner, company, or 
enterprise operating it;

(b) Its precise location including the address; and

(c) The number of plants within the plant site which are declared pursuant to 
Part VIII of this Annex.

7. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall also include, for each plant 
which is located within the plant site and which falls under the specifications set forth in 
paragraph 3, the following information:

(a) The name of the plant and the name of the owner, company, or enterprise 
operating it;

(b) Its precise location within the plant site including the specific building or 
structure number, if any;

(c) Its main activities;

(d) Whether the plant:
(i) Produces, processes, or consumes the declared Schedule 2 
chemical(s);

(ii) Is dedicated to such activities or multi-purpose; and

(iii) Performs other activities with regard to the declared 
Schedule 2 chemical(s), including a specification of that other 
activity (e.g. storage); and

(e) The production capacity of the plant for each declared Schedule 2 
chemical.

8. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall also include the following 
information on each Schedule 2 chemical above the declaration threshold:

(a) The chemical name, common or trade name used by the facility, structural 
formula, and Chemical Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned;

(b) In the case of the initial declaration: the total amount produced, 
processed, consumed, imported and exported by the plant site in each of the 
three previous calendar years;

(c) In the case of the annual declaration on past activities: the total amount 



produced, processed, consumed, imported and exported by the plant site in 
the previous calendar year;

(d) In the case of the annual declaration on anticipated activities: the total 
amount anticipated to be produced, processed or consumed by the plant site 
in the following calendar year, including the anticipated time periods for 
production, processing or consumption; and

(e) The purposes for which the chemical was or will be produced, processed 
or consumed:

(i) Processing and consumption on site with a specification of 
the product types;

(ii) Sale or transfer within the territory or to any other place 
under the jurisdiction or control of the State Party, with a 
specification whether to other industry, trader or other 
destination and, if possible, of final product types;

(iii) Direct export, with a specification of the States involved; or

(iv) Other, including a specification of these other purposes.
Declarations on past production of Schedule 2 chemicals

for chemical weapons purposes

9. Each State Party shall, not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force for 
it, declare all plant sites comprising plants that produced at any time since 1 January 1946 
a Schedule 2 chemical for chemical weapons purposes.

10. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 9 shall include:
(a) The name of the plant site and the name of the owner, company, or 
enterprise operating it;

(b) Its precise location including the address;

(c) For each plant which is located within the plant site, and which falls under 
the specifications set forth in paragraph 9, the same information as required 
under paragraph 7, subparagraphs (a) to (e); and

(d) For each Schedule 2 chemical produced for chemical weapons purposes:
(i) The chemical name, common or trade name used by the 
plant site for chemical weapons production purposes, structural 
formula, and Chemical Abstracts Service registry number, if 
assigned;

(ii) The dates when the chemical was produced and the quantity 
produced; and

(iii) The location to which the chemical was delivered and the 
final product produced there, if known.

Information to States Parties



11. A list of plant sites declared under this Section together with the information provided 
under paragraphs 6, 7 (a), 7 (c), 7 (d) (i), 7 (d) (iii), 8 (a) and 10 shall be transmitted by the 
Technical Secretariat to States Parties upon request.

B. VERIFICATION

General

12. Verification provided for in Article VI, paragraph 4, shall be carried out through on-site 
inspection at those of the declared plant sites that comprise one or more plants which 
produced, processed or consumed during any of the previous three calendar years or are 
anticipated to produce, process or consume in the next calendar year more than:

(a) 10 kg of a chemical designated "*" in Schedule 2, part A;

(b) 1 tonne of any other chemical listed in Schedule 2, part A; or

(c) 10 tonnes of a chemical listed in Schedule 2, part B.
13. The programme and budget of the Organization to be adopted by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (a) shall contain, as a separate item, a programme 
and budget for verification under this Section. In the allocation of resources made available 
for verification under Article VI, the Technical Secretariat shall, during the first three years 
after the entry into force of this Convention, give priority to the initial inspections of plant 
sites declared under Section A. The allocation shall thereafter be reviewed on the basis of 
the experience gained.

14. The Technical Secretariat shall conduct initial inspections and subsequent inspections 
in accordance with paragraphs 15 to 22.

Inspection aims

15. The general aim of inspections shall be to verify that activities are in accordance with 
obligations under this Convention and consistent with the information to be provided in 
declarations. Particular aims of inspections at plant sites declared under Section A shall 
include verification of:

(a) The absence of any Schedule 1 chemical, especially its production, 
except if in accordance with Part VI of this Annex;

(b) Consistency with declarations of levels of production, processing or 
consumption of Schedule 2 chemicals; and

(c) Non-diversion of Schedule 2 chemicals for activities prohibited under this 
Convention.

Initial inspections

16. Each plant site to be inspected pursuant to paragraph 12 shall receive an initial 
inspection as soon as possible but preferably not later than three years after entry into 
force of this Convention. Plant sites declared after this period shall receive an initial 
inspection not later than one year after production, processing or consumption is first 
declared. Selection of plant sites for initial inspections shall be made by the Technical 
Secretariat in such a way as to preclude the prediction of precisely when the plant site is to 
be inspected.

17. During the initial inspection, a draft facility agreement for the plant site shall be 



prepared unless the inspected State Party and the Technical Secretariat agree that it is not 
needed.

18. With regard to frequency and intensity of subsequent inspections, inspectors shall 
during the initial inspection assess the risk to the object and purpose of this Convention 
posed by the relevant chemicals, the characteristics of the plant site and the nature of the 
activities carried out there, taking into account, inter alia, the following criteria:

(a) The toxicity of the scheduled chemicals and of the end-products produced 
with it, if any;

(b) The quantity of the scheduled chemicals typically stored at the inspected 
site;

(c) The quantity of feedstock chemicals for the scheduled chemicals typically 
stored at the inspected site;

(d) The production capacity of the Schedule 2 plants; and

(e) The capability and convertibility for initiating production, storage and filling 
of toxic chemicals at the inspected site.

Inspections

19. Having received the initial inspection, each plant site to be inspected pursuant to 
paragraph 12 shall be subject to subsequent inspections.

20. In selecting particular plant sites for inspection and in deciding on the frequency and 
intensity of inspections, the Technical Secretariat shall give due consideration to the risk to 
the object and purpose of this Convention posed by the relevant chemical, the 
characteristics of the plant site and the nature of the activities carried out there, taking into 
account the respective facility agreement as well as the results of the initial inspections 
and subsequent inspections.

21. The Technical Secretariat shall choose a particular plant site to be inspected in such a 
way as to preclude the prediction of exactly when it will be inspected.

22. No plant site shall receive more than two inspections per calendar year under the 
provisions of this Section. This, however, shall not limit inspections pursuant to Article IX.

Inspection procedures

23. In addition to agreed guidelines, other relevant provisions of this Annex and the 
Confidentiality Annex, paragraphs 24 to 30 below shall apply.

24. A facility agreement for the declared plant site shall be concluded not later than 90 
days after completion of the initial inspection between the inspected State Party and the 
Organization unless the inspected State Party and the Technical Secretariat agree that it is 
not needed. It shall be based on a model agreement and govern the conduct of 
inspections at the declared plant site. The agreement shall specify the frequency and 
intensity of inspections as well as detailed inspection procedures, consistent with 
paragraphs 25 to 29.

25. The focus of the inspection shall be the declared Schedule 2 plant(s) within the 



declared plant site. If the inspection team requests access to other parts of the plant site, 
access to these areas shall be granted in accordance with the obligation to provide 
clarification pursuant to Part II, paragraph 51, of this Annex and in accordance with the 
facility agreement, or, in the absence of a facility agreement, in accordance with the rules 
of managed access as specified in Part X, Section C, of this Annex.

26. Access to records shall be provided, as appropriate, to provide assurance that there 
has been no diversion of the declared chemical and that production has been consistent 
with declarations.

27. Sampling and analysis shall be undertaken to check for the absence of undeclared 
scheduled chemicals.

28. Areas to be inspected may include:

(a) Areas where feed chemicals (reactants) are delivered or stored;

(b) Areas where manipulative processes are performed upon the reactants 
prior to addition to the reaction vessels;

(c) Feed lines as appropriate from the areas referred to in subparagraph (a) 
or subparagraph (b) to the reaction vessels together with any associated 
valves, flow meters, etc.;

(d) The external aspect of the reaction vessels and ancillary equipment;

(e) Lines from the reaction vessels leading to long- or short-term storage or 
to equipment further processing the declared Schedule 2 chemicals;

(f) Control equipment associated with any of the items under subparagraphs 
(a) to (e);

(g) Equipment and areas for waste and effluent handling;

(h) Equipment and areas for disposition of chemicals not up to specification.
29. The period of inspection shall not last more than 96 hours; however, extensions may 
be agreed between the inspection team and the inspected State Party.

Notification of inspection

30. A State Party shall be notified by the Technical Secretariat of the inspection not less 
than 48 hours before the arrival of the inspection team at the plant site to be inspected.

C. TRANSFERS TO STATES NOT PARTY TO THIS CONVENTION

31. Schedule 2 chemicals shall only be transferred to or received from States Parties. This 
obligation shall take effect three years after entry into force of this Convention.

32. During this interim three-year period, each State Party shall require an end-use 
certificate, as specified below, for transfers of Schedule 2 chemicals to States not Party to 
this Convention. For such transfers, each State Party shall adopt the necessary measures 
to ensure that the transferred chemicals shall only be used for purposes not prohibited 
under this Convention. Inter alia, the State Party shall require from the recipient State a 



certificate stating, in relation to the transferred chemicals:
(a) That they will only be used for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention;

(b) That they will not be re-transferred;

(c) Their types and quantities;

(d) Their end-use(s); and

(e) The name(s) and address(es) of the end-user(s). 

PART VIII

ACTIVITIES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE VI

REGIME FOR SCHEDULE 3 CHEMICALS AND FACILITIES
RELATED TO SUCH CHEMICALS

A. DECLARATIONS
Declarations of aggregate national data

1. The initial and annual declarations to be provided by a State Party pursuant to Article VI, 
paragraphs 7 and 8, shall include aggregate national data for the previous calendar year 
on the quantities produced, imported and exported of each Schedule 3 chemical, as well 
as a quantitative specification of import and export for each country involved.

2. Each State Party shall submit:

(a) Initial declarations pursuant to paragraph 1 not later than 30 days after 
this Convention enters into force for it; and, starting in the following calendar 
year,

(b) Annual declarations not later than 90 days after the end of the previous 
calendar year.
Declarations of plant sites producing Schedule 3 chemicals

3. Initial and annual declarations are required for all plant sites that comprise one or more 
plants which produced during the previous calendar year or are anticipated to produce in 
the next calendar year more than 30 tonnes of a Schedule 3 chemical.

4. Each State Party shall submit:
(a) Initial declarations pursuant to paragraph 3 not later than 30 days after 
this Convention enters into force for it; and, starting in the following calendar 
year;

(b) Annual declarations on past activities not later than 90 days after the end 
of the previous calendar year;



(c) Annual declarations on anticipated activities not later than 60 days before 
the beginning of the following calendar year. Any such activity additionally 
planned after the annual declaration has been submitted shall be declared 
not later than five days before this activity begins.

5. Declarations pursuant to paragraph 3 are generally not required for mixtures containing 
a low concentration of a Schedule 3 chemical. They are only required, in accordance with 
guidelines, in such cases where the ease of recovery from the mixture of the Schedule 3 
chemical and its total weight are deemed to pose a risk to the object and purpose of this 
Convention. These guidelines shall be considered and approved by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

6. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall include:

(a) The name of the plant site and the name of the owner, company, or 
enterprise operating it;

(b) Its precise location including the address; and

(c) The number of plants within the plant site which are declared pursuant to 
Part VII of this Annex.

7. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall also include, for each plant 
which is located within the plant site and which falls under the specifications set forth in 
paragraph 3, the following information:

(a) The name of the plant and the name of the owner, company, or enterprise 
operating it;

(b) Its precise location within the plant site, including the specific building or 
structure number, if any;

(c) Its main activities.
8. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 3 shall also include the following 
information on each Schedule 3 chemical above the declaration threshold:

(a) The chemical name, common or trade name used by the facility, structural 
formula, and Chemical Abstracts Service registry number, if assigned;

(b) The approximate amount of production of the chemical in the previous 
calendar year, or, in case of declarations on anticipated activities, anticipated 
for the next calendar year, expressed in the ranges: 30 to 200 tonnes, 200 to 
1,000 tonnes, 1,000 to 10,000 tonnes, 10,000 to 100,000 tonnes, and above 
100,000 tonnes; and

(c) The purposes for which the chemical was or will be produced.
Declarations on past production of Schedule 3 chemicals

for chemical weapons purposes

9. Each State Party shall, not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force for 
it, declare all plant sites comprising plants that produced at any time since 1 January 1946 



a Schedule 3 chemical for chemical weapons purposes.

10. Declarations of a plant site pursuant to paragraph 9 shall include:
(a) The name of the plant site and the name of the owner, company, or 
enterprise operating it;

(b) Its precise location including the address;

(c) For each plant which is located within the plant site, and which falls under 
the specifications set forth in paragraph 9, the same information as required 
under paragraph 7, subparagraphs (a) to (c); and

(d) For each Schedule 3 chemical produced for chemical weapons purposes:
(i) The chemical name, common or trade name used by the 
plant site for chemical weapons production purposes, structural 
formula, and Chemical Abstracts Service registry number, if 
assigned;

(ii) The dates when the chemical was produced and the quantity 
produced; and

(iii) The location to which the chemical was delivered and the 
final product produced there, if known.

Information to States Parties

11. A list of plant sites declared under this Section together with the information provided 
under paragraphs 6, 7 (a), 7 (c), 8 (a) and 10 shall be transmitted by the Technical 
Secretariat to States Parties upon request.

B. VERIFICATION

General

12. Verification provided for in paragraph 5 of Article VI shall be carried out through on-site 
inspections at those declared plant sites which produced during the previous calendar year 
or are anticipated to produce in the next calendar year in excess of 200 tonnes aggregate 
of any Schedule 3 chemical above the declaration threshold of 30 tonnes.

13. The programme and budget of the Organization to be adopted by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (a), shall contain, as a separate item, a programme 
and budget for verification under this Section taking into account Part VII, paragraph 13, of 
this Annex.

14. Under this Section, the Technical Secretariat shall randomly select plant sites for 
inspection through appropriate mechanisms, such as the use of specially designed 
computer software, on the basis of the following weighting factors:

(a) Equitable geographical distribution of inspections; and

(b) The information on the declared plant sites available to the Technical Secretariat, 
related to the relevant chemical, the characteristics of the plant site and the nature of the 
activities carried out there.



15. No plant site shall receive more than two inspections per year under the provisions of 
this Section. This, however, shall not limit inspections pursuant to Article IX.

16. In selecting plant sites for inspection under this Section, the Technical Secretariat shall 
observe the following limitation for the combined number of inspections to be received by a 
State Party per calendar year under this Part and Part IX of this Annex: the combined 
number of inspections shall not exceed three plus 5 per cent of the total number of plant 
sites declared by a State Party under both this Part and Part IX of this Annex, or 20 
inspections, whichever of these two figures is lower.

Inspection aims

17. At plant sites declared under Section A, the general aim of inspections shall be to verify 
that activities are consistent with the information to be provided in declarations. The 
particular aim of inspections shall be the verification of the absence of any Schedule 1 
chemical, especially its production, except if in accordance with Part VI of this Annex.

Inspection procedures

18. In addition to agreed guidelines, other relevant provisions of this Annex and the 
Confidentiality Annex, paragraphs 19 to 25 below shall apply.

19. There shall be no facility agreement, unless requested by the inspected State Party.

20. The focus of the inspections shall be the declared Schedule 3 plant(s) within the 
declared plant site. If the inspection team, in accordance with Part II, paragraph 51, of this 
Annex, requests access to other parts of the plant site for clarification of ambiguities, the 
extent of such access shall be agreed between the inspection team and the inspected 
State Party.

21. The inspection team may have access to records in situations in which the inspection 
team and the inspected State Party agree that such access will assist in achieving the 
objectives of the inspection.

22. Sampling and on-site analysis may be undertaken to check for the absence of 
undeclared scheduled chemicals. In case of unresolved ambiguities, samples may be 
analysed in a designated off-site laboratory, subject to the inspected State Party's 
agreement.

23. Areas to be inspected may include:
(a) Areas where feed chemicals (reactants) are delivered or stored;

(b) Areas where manipulative processes are performed upon the reactants 
prior to addition to the reaction vessel;

(c) Feed lines as appropriate from the areas referred to in subparagraph (a) 
or subparagraph (b) to the reaction vessel together with any associated 
valves, flow meters, etc.;

(d) The external aspect of the reaction vessels and ancillary equipment;

(e) Lines from the reaction vessels leading to long- or short-term storage or 
to equipment further processing the declared Schedule 3 chemicals;



(f) Control equipment associated with any of the items under subparagraphs 
(a) to (e);

(g) Equipment and areas for waste and effluent handling;

(h) Equipment and areas for disposition of chemicals not up to specification.
24. The period of inspection shall not last more than 24 hours; however, extensions may 
be agreed between the inspection team and the inspected State Party.

Notification of inspection

25. A State Party shall be notified by the Technical Secretariat of the inspection not less 
than 120 hours before the arrival of the inspection team at the plant site to be inspected.

C. TRANSFERS TO STATES NOT PARTY TO THIS CONVENTION

26. When transferring Schedule 3 chemicals to States not Party to this Convention, each 
State Party shall adopt the necessary measures to ensure that the transferred chemicals 
shall only be used for purposes not prohibited under this Convention. Inter alia, the State 
Party shall require from the recipient State a certificate stating, in relation to the transferred 
chemicals:

(a) That they will only be used for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention;

(b) That they will not be re-transferred;

(c) Their types and quantities;

(d) Their end-use(s); and

(e) The name(s) and address(es) of the end-user(s).
27. Five years after entry into force of this Convention, the Conference shall consider the 
need to establish other measures regarding transfers of Schedule 3 chemicals to States 
not Party to this Convention.

PART IX

ACTIVITIES NOT PROHIBITED UNDER THIS CONVENTION
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE VI

REGIME FOR OTHER CHEMICAL PRODUCTION FACILITIES
A. DECLARATIONS

List of other chemical production facilities

1. The initial declaration to be provided by each State Party pursuant to Article VI, 
paragraph 7, shall include a list of all plant sites that:

(a) Produced by synthesis during the previous calendar year more than 200 
tonnes of unscheduled discrete organic chemicals; or



(b) Comprise one or more plants which produced by synthesis during the 
previous calendar year more than 30 tonnes of an unscheduled discrete 
organic chemical containing the elements phosphorus, sulfur or fluorine 
(hereinafter referred to as "PSF-plants" and "PSF-chemical").

2. The list of other chemical production facilities to be submitted pursuant to paragraph 1 
shall not include plant sites that exclusively produced explosives or hydrocarbons.

3. Each State Party shall submit its list of other chemical production facilities pursuant to 
paragraph 1 as part of its initial declaration not later than 30 days after this Convention 
enters into force for it. Each State Party shall, not later than 90 days after the beginning of 
each following calendar year, provide annually the information necessary to update the list.

4. The list of other chemical production facilities to be submitted pursuant to paragraph 1 
shall include the following information on each plant site:

(a) The name of the plant site and the name of the owner, company, or 
enterprise operating it;

(b) The precise location of the plant site including its address;

(c) Its main activities; and

(d) The approximate number of plants producing the chemicals specified in 
paragraph 1 in the plant site.

5. With regard to plant sites listed pursuant to paragraph 1 (a), the list shall also include 
information on the approximate aggregate amount of production of the unscheduled 
discrete organic chemicals in the previous calendar year expressed in the ranges: under 
1,000 tonnes, 1,000 to 10,000 tonnes and above 10,000 tonnes.

6. With regard to plant sites listed pursuant to paragraph 1 (b), the list shall also specify 
the number of PSF-plants within the plant site and include information on the approximate 
aggregate amount of production of PSF-chemicals produced by each PSF-plant in the 
previous calendar year expressed in the ranges: under 200 tonnes, 200 to 1,000 tonnes, 
1,000 to 10,000 tonnes and above 10,000 tonnes.

Assistance by the Technical Secretariat

7. If a State Party, for administrative reasons, deems it necessary to ask for assistance in 
compiling its list of chemical production facilities pursuant to paragraph 1, it may request 
the Technical Secretariat to provide such assistance. Questions as to the completeness of 
the list shall then be resolved through consultations between the State Party and the 
Technical Secretariat.

Information to States Parties

8. The lists of other chemical production facilities submitted pursuant to paragraph 1, 
including the information provided under paragraph 4, shall be transmitted by the Technical 
Secretariat to States Parties upon request.

B. VERIFICATION

General

9. Subject to the provisions of Section C, verification as provided for in Article VI, 



paragraph 6, shall be carried out through on-site inspection at:
(a) Plant sites listed pursuant to paragraph 1 (a); and

(b) Plant sites listed pursuant to paragraph 1 (b) that comprise one or more 
PSF-plants which produced during the previous calendar year more than 200 
tonnes of a PSF-chemical.

10. The programme and budget of the Organization to be adopted by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (a), shall contain, as a separate item, a programme 
and budget for verification under this Section after its implementation has started.

11. Under this Section, the Technical Secretariat shall randomly select plant sites for 
inspection through appropriate mechanisms, such as the use of specially designed 
computer software, on the basis of the following weighting factors:

(a) Equitable geographical distribution of inspections;

(b) The information on the listed plant sites available to the Technical 
Secretariat, related to the characteristics of the plant site and the activities 
carried out there; and

(c) Proposals by States Parties on a basis to be agreed upon in accordance 
with paragraph 25.

12. No plant site shall receive more than two inspections per year under the provisions of 
this Section. This, however, shall not limit inspections pursuant to Article IX.

13. In selecting plant sites for inspection under this Section, the Technical Secretariat shall 
observe the following limitation for the combined number of inspections to be received by a 
State Party per calendar year under this Part and Part VIII of this Annex: the combined 
number of inspections shall not exceed three plus 5 per cent of the total number of plant 
sites declared by a State Party under both this Part and Part VIII of this Annex, or 20 
inspections, whichever of these two figures is lower.

Inspection aims

14. At plant sites listed under Section A, the general aim of inspections shall be to verify 
that activities are consistent with the information to be provided in declarations. The 
particular aim of inspections shall be the verification of the absence of any Schedule 1 
chemical, especially its production, except if in accordance with Part VI of this Annex.

Inspection procedures

15. In addition to agreed guidelines, other relevant provisions of this Annex and the 
Confidentiality Annex, paragraphs 16 to 20 below shall apply.

16. There shall be no facility agreement, unless requested by the inspected State Party.

17. The focus of inspection at a plant site selected for inspection shall be the plant(s) 
producing the chemicals specified in paragraph 1, in particular the PSF-plants listed 
pursuant to paragraph 1 (b). The inspected State Party shall have the right to manage 
access to these plants in accordance with the rules of managed access as specified in 
Part X, Section C, of this Annex. If the inspection team, in accordance with Part II, 
paragraph 51, of this Annex, requests access to other parts of the plant site for clarification 
of ambiguities, the extent of such access shall be agreed between the inspection team and 



the inspected State Party.

18. The inspection team may have access to records in situations in which the inspection 
team and the inspected State Party agree that such access will assist in achieving the 
objectives of the inspection.

19. Sampling and on-site analysis may be undertaken to check for the absence of 
undeclared scheduled chemicals. In cases of unresolved ambiguities, samples may be 
analysed in a designated off-site laboratory, subject to the inspected State Party's 
agreement.

20. The period of inspection shall not last more than 24 hours; however, extensions may 
be agreed between the inspection team and the inspected State Party.

Notification of inspection

21. A State Party shall be notified by the Technical Secretariat of the inspection not less 
than 120 hours before the arrival of the inspection team at the plant site to be inspected.

C. IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW OF SECTION B

Implementation

22. The implementation of Section B shall start at the beginning of the fourth year after 
entry into force of this Convention unless the Conference, at its regular session in the third 
year after entry into force of this Convention, decides otherwise.

23. The Director-General shall, for the regular session of the Conference in the third year 
after entry into force of this Convention, prepare a report which outlines the experience of 
the Technical Secretariat in implementing the provisions of Parts VII and VIII of this Annex 
as well as of Section A of this Part.

24. At its regular session in the third year after entry into force of this Convention, the 
Conference, on the basis of a report of the Director-General, may also decide on the 
distribution of resources available for verification under Section B between "PSF-plants" 
and other chemical production facilities. Otherwise, this distribution shall be left to the 
expertise of the Technical Secretariat and be added to the weighting factors in paragraph 
11.

25. At its regular session in the third year after entry into force of this Convention, the 
Conference, upon advice of the Executive Council, shall decide on which basis (e.g. 
regional) proposals by States Parties for inspections should be presented to be taken into 
account as a weighting factor in the selection process specified in paragraph 11.

Review

26. At the first special session of the Conference convened pursuant to Article VIII, 
paragraph 22, the provisions of this Part of the Verification Annex shall be re-examined in 
the light of a comprehensive review of the overall verification regime for the chemical 
industry (Article VI, Parts VII to IX of this Annex) on the basis of the experience gained. 
The Conference shall then make recommendations so as to improve the effectiveness of 
the verification regime. 

PART X



CHALLENGE INSPECTIONS PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IX

A. DESIGNATION AND SELECTION OF INSPECTORS 
AND INSPECTION ASSISTANTS

1. Challenge inspections pursuant to Article IX shall only be performed by inspectors and 
inspection assistants especially designated for this function. In order to designate 
inspectors and inspection assistants for challenge inspections pursuant to Article IX, the 
Director-General shall, by selecting inspectors and inspection assistants from among the 
inspectors and inspection assistants for routine inspection activities, establish a list of 
proposed inspectors and inspection assistants. It shall comprise a sufficiently large 
number of inspectors and inspection assistants having the necessary qualification, 
experience, skill and training, to allow for flexibility in the selection of the inspectors, taking 
into account their availability, and the need for rotation. Due regard shall be paid also to 
the importance of selecting inspectors and inspection assistants on as wide a geographical 
basis as possible. The designation of inspectors and inspection assistants shall follow the 
procedures provided for under Part II, Section A, of this Annex.

2. The Director-General shall determine the size of the inspection team and select its 
members taking into account the circumstances of a particular request. The size of the 
inspection team shall be kept to a minimum necessary for the proper fulfilment of the 
inspection mandate. No national of the requesting State Party or the inspected State Party 
shall be a member of the inspection team.

B. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES

3. Before submitting the inspection request for a challenge inspection, the State Party may 
seek confirmation from the Director-General that the Technical Secretariat is in a position 
to take immediate action on the request. If the Director-General cannot provide such 
confirmation immediately, he shall do so at the earliest opportunity, in keeping with the 
order of requests for confirmation. He shall also keep the State Party informed of when it is 
likely that immediate action can be taken. Should the Director-General reach the 
conclusion that timely action on requests can no longer be taken, he may ask the 
Executive Council to take appropriate action to improve the situation in the future.

Notification

4. The inspection request for a challenge inspection to be submitted to the Executive 
Council and the Director-General shall contain at least the following information:

(a) The State Party to be inspected and, if applicable, the Host State;

(b) The point of entry to be used;

(c) The size and type of the inspection site;

(d) The concern regarding possible non-compliance with this Convention 
including a specification of the relevant provisions of this Convention about 
which the concern has arisen, and of the nature and circumstances of the 
possible non-compliance as well as all appropriate information on the basis 
of which the concern has arisen; and

(e) The name of the observer of the requesting State Party.



The requesting State Party may submit any additional information it deems necessary.

5. The Director-General shall within one hour acknowledge to the requesting State Party 
receipt of its request.

6. The requesting State Party shall notify the Director-General of the location of the 
inspection site in due time for the Director-General to be able to provide this information to 
the inspected State Party not less than 12 hours before the planned arrival of the 
inspection team at the point of entry.

7. The inspection site shall be designated by the requesting State Party as specifically as 
possible by providing a site diagram related to a reference point with geographic 
coordinates, specified to the nearest second if possible. If possible, the requesting State 
Party shall also provide a map with a general indication of the inspection site and a 
diagram specifying as precisely as possible the requested perimeter of the site to be 
inspected.

8. The requested perimeter shall:
(a) Run at least a 10 metre distance outside any buildings or other structures;

(b) Not cut through existing security enclosures; and

(c) Run at least a 10 metre distance outside any existing security enclosures 
that the requesting State Party intends to include within the requested 
perimeter.

9. If the requested perimeter does not conform with the specifications of paragraph 8, it 
shall be redrawn by the inspection team so as to conform with that provision.

10. The Director-General shall, not less than 12 hours before the planned arrival of the 
inspection team at the point of entry, inform the Executive Council about the location of the 
inspection site as specified in paragraph 7. 

11. Contemporaneously with informing the Executive Council according to paragraph 10, 
the Director-General shall transmit the inspection request to the inspected State Party 
including the location of the inspection site as specified in paragraph 7. This notification 
shall also include the information specified in Part II, paragraph 32, of this Annex. 

12. Upon arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry, the inspected State Party shall 
be informed by the inspection team of the inspection mandate.

Entry into the territory of the inspected State Party or the Host State 

13. The Director-General shall, in accordance with Article IX, paragraphs 13 to 18, 
dispatch an inspection team as soon as possible after an inspection request has been 
received. The inspection team shall arrive at the point of entry specified in the request in 
the minimum time possible, consistent with the provisions of paragraphs 10 and 11.

14. If the requested perimeter is acceptable to the inspected State Party, it shall be 
designated as the final perimeter as early as possible, but in no case later than 24 hours 
after the arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry. The inspected State Party shall 
transport the inspection team to the final perimeter of the inspection site. If the inspected 



State Party deems it necessary, such transportation may begin up to 12 hours before the 
expiry of the time period specified in this paragraph for the designation of the final 
perimeter. Transportation shall, in any case, be completed not later than 36 hours after the 
arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry.

15. For all declared facilities, the procedures in subparagraphs (a) and (b) shall apply. (For 
the purposes of this Part, "declared facility" means all facilities declared pursuant to 
Articles III, IV, and V. With regard to Article VI, "declared facility" means only facilities 
declared pursuant to Part VI of this Annex, as well as declared plants specified by 
declarations pursuant to Part VII, paragraphs 7 and 10 (c), and Part VIII, paragraphs 7 and 
10 (c), of this Annex.)

(a) If the requested perimeter is contained within or conforms with the 
declared perimeter, the declared perimeter shall be considered the final 
perimeter. The final perimeter may, however, if agreed by the inspected State 
Party, be made smaller in order to conform with the perimeter requested by 
the requesting State Party.

(b) The inspected State Party shall transport the inspection team to the final 
perimeter as soon as practicable, but in any case shall ensure their arrival at 
the perimeter not later than 24 hours after the arrival of the inspection team 
at the point of entry.

Alternative determination of final perimeter

16. At the point of entry, if the inspected State Party cannot accept the requested 
perimeter, it shall propose an alternative perimeter as soon as possible, but in any case 
not later than 24 hours after the arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry. In case 
of differences of opinion, the inspected State Party and the inspection team shall engage 
in negotiations with the aim of reaching agreement on a final perimeter.

17. The alternative perimeter should be designated as specifically as possible in 
accordance with paragraph 8. It shall include the whole of the requested perimeter and 
should, as a rule, bear a close relationship to the latter, taking into account natural terrain 
features and man-made boundaries. It should normally run close to the surrounding 
security barrier if such a barrier exists. The inspected State Party should seek to establish 
such a relationship between the perimeters by a combination of at least two of the 
following means:

(a) An alternative perimeter that does not extend to an area significantly 
greater than that of the requested perimeter;

(b) An alternative perimeter that is a short, uniform distance from the 
requested perimeter;

(c) At least part of the requested perimeter is visible from the alternative 
perimeter.

18. If the alternative perimeter is acceptable to the inspection team, it shall become the 
final perimeter and the inspection team shall be transported from the point of entry to that 
perimeter. If the inspected State Party deems it necessary, such transportation may begin 
up to 12 hours before the expiry of the time period specified in paragraph 16 for proposing 
an alternative perimeter. Transportation shall, in any case, be completed not later than 36 
hours after the arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry.



19. If a final perimeter is not agreed, the perimeter negotiations shall be concluded as 
early as possible, but in no case shall they continue more than 24 hours after the arrival of 
the inspection team at the point of entry. If no agreement is reached, the inspected State 
Party shall transport the inspection team to a location at the alternative perimeter. If the 
inspected State Party deems it necessary, such transportation may begin up to 12 hours 
before the expiry of the time period specified in paragraph 16 for proposing an alternative 
perimeter. Transportation shall, in any case, be completed not later than 36 hours after the 
arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry.

20. Once at the location, the inspected State Party shall provide the inspection team with 
prompt access to the alternative perimeter to facilitate negotiations and agreement on the 
final perimeter and access within the final perimeter.

21. If no agreement is reached within 72 hours after the arrival of the inspection team at 
the location, the alternative perimeter shall be designated the final perimeter.

Verification of location

22. To help establish that the inspection site to which the inspection team has been 
transported corresponds to the inspection site specified by the requesting State Party, the 
inspection team shall have the right to use approved location-finding equipment and have 
such equipment installed according to its directions. The inspection team may verify its 
location by reference to local landmarks identified from maps. The inspected State Party 
shall assist the inspection team in this task. 

Securing the site, exit monitoring

23. Not later than 12 hours after the arrival of the inspection team at the point of entry, the 
inspected State Party shall begin collecting factual information of all vehicular exit activity 
from all exit points for all land, air, and water vehicles of the requested perimeter. It shall 
provide this information to the inspection team upon its arrival at the alternative or final 
perimeter, whichever occurs first.

24. This obligation may be met by collecting factual information in the form of traffic logs, 
photographs, video recordings, or data from chemical evidence equipment provided by the 
inspection team to monitor such exit activity. Alternatively, the inspected State Party may 
also meet this obligation by allowing one or more members of the inspection team 
independently to maintain traffic logs, take photographs, make video recordings of exit 
traffic, or use chemical evidence equipment, and conduct other activities as may be 
agreed between the inspected State Party and the inspection team.

25. Upon the inspection team's arrival at the alternative perimeter or final perimeter, 
whichever occurs first, securing the site, which means exit monitoring procedures by the 
inspection team, shall begin.

26. Such procedures shall include: the identification of vehicular exits, the making of traffic 
logs, the taking of photographs, and the making of video recordings by the inspection team 
of exits and exit traffic. The inspection team has the right to go, under escort, to any other 
part of the perimeter to check that there is no other exit activity. 

27. Additional procedures for exit monitoring activities as agreed upon by the inspection 
team and the inspected State Party may include, inter alia:

(a) Use of sensors;



(b) Random selective access;

(c) Sample analysis.

28. All activities for securing the site and exit monitoring shall take place within a band 
around the outside of the perimeter, not exceeding 50 metres in width, measured outward.

29. The inspection team has the right to inspect on a managed access basis vehicular 
traffic exiting the site. The inspected State Party shall make every reasonable effort to 
demonstrate to the inspection team that any vehicle, subject to inspection, to which the 
inspection team is not granted full access, is not being used for purposes related to the 
possible non-compliance concerns raised in the inspection request.

30. Personnel and vehicles entering and personnel and personal passenger vehicles 
exiting the site are not subject to inspection.

31. The application of the above procedures may continue for the duration of the 
inspection, but may not unreasonably hamper or delay the normal operation of the facility.

Pre-inspection briefing and inspection plan

32. To facilitate development of an inspection plan, the inspected State Party shall provide 
a safety and logistical briefing to the inspection team prior to access.

33. The pre-inspection briefing shall be held in accordance with Part II, paragraph 37, of 
this Annex. In the course of the pre-inspection briefing, the inspected State Party may 
indicate to the inspection team the equipment, documentation, or areas it considers 
sensitive and not related to the purpose of the challenge inspection. In addition, personnel 
responsible for the site shall brief the inspection team on the physical layout and other 
relevant characteristics of the site. The inspection team shall be provided with a map or 
sketch drawn to scale showing all structures and significant geographic features at the 
site. The inspection team shall also be briefed on the availability of facility personnel and 
records.

34. After the pre-inspection briefing, the inspection team shall prepare, on the basis of the 
information available and appropriate to it, an initial inspection plan which specifies the 
activities to be carried out by the inspection team, including the specific areas of the site to 
which access is desired. The inspection plan shall also specify whether the inspection 
team will be divided into subgroups. The inspection plan shall be made available to the 
representatives of the inspected State Party and the inspection site. Its implementation 
shall be consistent with the provisions of Section C, including those related to access and 
activities.

Perimeter activities

35. Upon the inspection team's arrival at the final or alternative perimeter, whichever 
occurs first, the team shall have the right to commence immediately perimeter activities in 
accordance with the procedures set forth under this Section, and to continue these 
activities until the completion of the challenge inspection.

36. In conducting the perimeter activities, the inspection team shall have the right to:

(a) Use monitoring instruments in accordance with Part II, paragraphs 27 to 



30, of this Annex;

(b) Take wipes, air, soil or effluent samples; and

(c) Conduct any additional activities which may be agreed between the 
inspection team and the inspected State Party.

37. The perimeter activities of the inspection team may be conducted within a band around 
the outside of the perimeter up to 50 metres in width measured outward from the 
perimeter. If the inspected State Party agrees, the inspection team may also have access 
to any building or structure within the perimeter band. All directional monitoring shall be 
oriented inward. For declared facilities, at the discretion of the inspected State Party, the 
band could run inside, outside, or on both sides of the declared perimeter.

C. CONDUCT OF INSPECTIONS

General rules

38. The inspected State Party shall provide access within the requested perimeter as well 
as, if different, the final perimeter. The extent and nature of access to a particular place or 
places within these perimeters shall be negotiated between the inspection team and the 
inspected State Party on a managed access basis. 

39. The inspected State Party shall provide access within the requested perimeter as soon 
as possible, but in any case not later than 108 hours after the arrival of the inspection team 
at the point of entry in order to clarify the concern regarding possible non-compliance with 
this Convention raised in the inspection request.

40. Upon the request of the inspection team, the inspected State Party may provide aerial 
access to the inspection site. 

41. In meeting the requirement to provide access as specified in paragraph 38, the 
inspected State Party shall be under the obligation to allow the greatest degree of access 
taking into account any constitutional obligations it may have with regard to proprietary 
rights or searches and seizures. The inspected State Party has the right under managed 
access to take such measures as are necessary to protect national security. The 
provisions in this paragraph may not be invoked by the inspected State Party to conceal 
evasion of its obligations not to engage in activities prohibited under this Convention.

42. If the inspected State Party provides less than full access to places, activities, or 
information, it shall be under the obligation to make every reasonable effort to provide 
alternative means to clarify the possible non-compliance concern that generated the 
challenge inspection.

43. Upon arrival at the final perimeter of facilities declared pursuant to Articles IV, V and VI, 
access shall be granted following the pre-inspection briefing and discussion of the 
inspection plan which shall be limited to the minimum necessary and in any event shall not 
exceed three hours. For facilities declared pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (d), 
negotiations shall be conducted and managed access commenced not later than 12 hours 
after arrival at the final perimeter.

44. In carrying out the challenge inspection in accordance with the inspection request, the 
inspection team shall use only those methods necessary to provide sufficient relevant facts 



to clarify the concern about possible non-compliance with the provisions of this 
Convention, and shall refrain from activities not relevant thereto. It shall collect and 
document such facts as are related to the possible non-compliance with this Convention 
by the inspected State Party, but shall neither seek nor document information which is 
clearly not related thereto, unless the inspected State Party expressly requests it to do so. 
Any material collected and subsequently found not to be relevant shall not be retained.

45. The inspection team shall be guided by the principle of conducting the challenge 
inspection in the least intrusive manner possible, consistent with the effective and timely 
accomplishment of its mission. Wherever possible, it shall begin with the least intrusive 
procedures it deems acceptable and proceed to more intrusive procedures only as it 
deems necessary.

Managed access

46. The inspection team shall take into consideration suggested modifications of the 
inspection plan and proposals which may be made by the inspected State Party, at 
whatever stage of the inspection including the pre-inspection briefing, to ensure that 
sensitive equipment, information or areas, not related to chemical weapons, are protected. 

47. The inspected State Party shall designate the perimeter entry/exit points to be used for 
access. The inspection team and the inspected State Party shall negotiate: the extent of 
access to any particular place or places within the final and requested perimeters as 
provided in paragraph 48; the particular inspection activities, including sampling, to be 
conducted by the inspection team; the performance of particular activities by the inspected 
State Party; and the provision of particular information by the inspected State Party.

48. In conformity with the relevant provisions in the Confidentiality Annex the inspected 
State Party shall have the right to take measures to protect sensitive installations and 
prevent disclosure of confidential information and data not related to chemical weapons. 
Such measures may include, inter alia:

(a) Removal of sensitive papers from office spaces;

(b) Shrouding of sensitive displays, stores, and equipment;

(c) Shrouding of sensitive pieces of equipment, such as computer or 
electronic systems;

(d) Logging off of computer systems and turning off of data indicating 
devices;

(e) Restriction of sample analysis to presence or absence of chemicals listed 
in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 or appropriate degradation products;

(f) Using random selective access techniques whereby the inspectors are 
requested to select a given percentage or number of buildings of their choice 
to inspect; the same principle can apply to the interior and content of 
sensitive buildings;

(g) In exceptional cases, giving only individual inspectors access to certain 
parts of the inspection site. 



49. The inspected State Party shall make every reasonable effort to demonstrate to the 
inspection team that any object, building, structure, container or vehicle to which the 
inspection team has not had full access, or which has been protected in accordance with 
paragraph 48, is not used for purposes related to the possible non-compliance concerns 
raised in the inspection request.

50. This may be accomplished by means of, inter alia, the partial removal of a shroud or 
environmental protection cover, at the discretion of the inspected State Party, by means of 
a visual inspection of the interior of an enclosed space from its entrance, or by other 
methods.

51. In the case of facilities declared pursuant to Articles IV, V and VI, the following shall 
apply:

(a) For facilities with facility agreements, access and activities within the final 
perimeter shall be unimpeded within the boundaries established by the 
agreements;

(b) For facilities without facility agreements, negotiation of access and 
activities shall be governed by the applicable general inspection guidelines 
established under this Convention;

(c) Access beyond that granted for inspections under Articles IV, V and VI 
shall be managed in accordance with procedures of this section.

52. In the case of facilities declared pursuant to Article III, paragraph 1 (d), the following 
shall apply: if the inspected State Party, using procedures of paragraphs 47 and 48, has 
not granted full access to areas or structures not related to chemical weapons, it shall 
make every reasonable effort to demonstrate to the inspection team that such areas or 
structures are not used for purposes related to the possible non-compliance concerns 
raised in the inspection request.

Observer

53. In accordance with the provisions of Article IX, paragraph 12, on the participation of an 
observer in the challenge inspection, the requesting State Party shall liaise with the 
Technical Secretariat to coordinate the arrival of the observer at the same point of entry as 
the inspection team within a reasonable period of the inspection team's arrival.

54. The observer shall have the right throughout the period of inspection to be in 
communication with the embassy of the requesting State Party located in the inspected 
State Party or in the Host State or, in the case of absence of an embassy, with the 
requesting State Party itself. The inspected State Party shall provide means of 
communication to the observer.

55. The observer shall have the right to arrive at the alternative or final perimeter of the 
inspection site, wherever the inspection team arrives first, and to have access to the 
inspection site as granted by the inspected State Party. The observer shall have the right 
to make recommendations to the inspection team, which the team shall take into account 
to the extent it deems appropriate. Throughout the inspection, the inspection team shall 
keep the observer informed about the conduct of the inspection and the findings.

56. Throughout the in-country period, the inspected State Party shall provide or arrange for 



the amenities necessary for the observer such as communication means, interpretation 
services, transportation, working space, lodging, meals and medical care. All the costs in 
connection with the stay of the observer on the territory of the inspected State Party or the 
Host State shall be borne by the requesting State Party.

Duration of inspection

57. The period of inspection shall not exceed 84 hours, unless extended by agreement 
with the inspected State Party.

D. POST-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES

Departure

58. Upon completion of the post-inspection procedures at the inspection site, the 
inspection team and the observer of the requesting State Party shall proceed promptly to a 
point of entry and shall then leave the territory of the inspected State Party in the minimum 
time possible.

Reports

59. The inspection report shall summarize in a general way the activities conducted by the 
inspection team and the factual findings of the inspection team, particularly with regard to 
the concerns regarding possible non-compliance with this Convention cited in the request 
for the challenge inspection, and shall be limited to information directly related to this 
Convention. It shall also include an assessment by the inspection team of the degree and 
nature of access and cooperation granted to the inspectors and the extent to which this 
enabled them to fulfil the inspection mandate. Detailed information relating to the concerns 
regarding possible non-compliance with this Convention cited in the request for the 
challenge inspection shall be submitted as an Appendix to the final report and be retained 
within the Technical Secretariat under appropriate safeguards to protect sensitive 
information.

60. The inspection team shall, not later than 72 hours after its return to its primary work 
location, submit a preliminary inspection report, having taken into account, inter alia, 
paragraph 17 of the Confidentiality Annex, to the Director-General. The Director-General 
shall promptly transmit the preliminary inspection report to the requesting State Party, the 
inspected State Party and to the Executive Council. 

61. A draft final inspection report shall be made available to the inspected State Party not 
later than 20 days after the completion of the challenge inspection. The inspected State 
Party has the right to identify any information and data not related to chemical weapons 
which should, in its view, due to its confidential character, not be circulated outside the 
Technical Secretariat. The Technical Secretariat shall consider proposals for changes to 
the draft final inspection report made by the inspected State Party and, using its own 
discretion, wherever possible, adopt them. The final report shall then be submitted not 
later than 30 days after the completion of the challenge inspection to the Director-General 
for further distribution and consideration in accordance with Article IX, paragraphs 21 to 
25. 

PART XI

INVESTIGATIONS IN CASES OF ALLEGED USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS

A. GENERAL



1. Investigations of alleged use of chemical weapons, or of alleged use of riot control 
agents as a method of warfare, initiated pursuant to Articles IX or X, shall be conducted in 
accordance with this Annex and detailed procedures to be established by the Director-
General.

2. The following additional provisions address specific procedures required in cases of 
alleged use of chemical weapons.

B. PRE-INSPECTION ACTIVITIES

Request for an investigation

3. The request for an investigation of an alleged use of chemical weapons to be submitted 
to the Director-General, to the extent possible, should include the following information:

(a) The State Party on whose territory use of chemical weapons is alleged to 
have taken place;

(b) The point of entry or other suggested safe routes of access;

(c) Location and characteristics of the areas where chemical weapons are 
alleged to have been used;

(d) When chemical weapons are alleged to have been used;

(e) Types of chemical weapons believed to have been used;

(f) Extent of alleged use;

(g) Characteristics of the possible toxic chemicals;

(h) Effects on humans, animals and vegetation;

(i) Request for specific assistance, if applicable.

4. The State Party which has requested an investigation may submit at any time any 
additional information it deems necessary.

Notification

5. The Director-General shall immediately acknowledge receipt to the requesting State 
Party of its request and inform the Executive Council and all States Parties.

6. If applicable, the Director-General shall notify the State Party on whose territory an 
investigation has been requested. The Director-General shall also notify other States 
Parties if access to their territories might be required during the investigation. 

Assignment of inspection team

7. The Director-General shall prepare a list of qualified experts whose particular field of 
expertise could be required in an investigation of alleged use of chemical weapons and 
constantly keep this list updated. This list shall be communicated, in writing, to each State 
Party not later than 30 days after entry into force of this Convention and after each change 
to the list. Any qualified expert included in this list shall be regarded as designated unless 



a State Party, not later than 30 days after its receipt of the list, declares its non-acceptance 
in writing.

8. The Director-General shall select the leader and members of an inspection team from 
the inspectors and inspection assistants already designated for challenge inspections 
taking into account the circumstances and specific nature of a particular request. In 
addition, members of the inspection team may be selected from the list of qualified experts 
when, in the view of the Director-General, expertise not available among inspectors 
already designated is required for the proper conduct of a particular investigation.

9. When briefing the inspection team, the Director-General shall include any additional 
information provided by the requesting State Party, or any other sources, to ensure that 
the inspection can be carried out in the most effective and expedient manner.

Dispatch of inspection team

10. Immediately upon the receipt of a request for an investigation of alleged use of 
chemical weapons the Director-General shall, through contacts with the relevant States 
Parties, request and confirm arrangements for the safe reception of the team.

11. The Director-General shall dispatch the team at the earliest opportunity, taking into 
account the safety of the team.

12. If the inspection team has not been dispatched within 24 hours from the receipt of the 
request, the Director-General shall inform the Executive Council and the States Parties 
concerned about the reasons for the delay.

Briefings

13. The inspection team shall have the right to be briefed by representatives of the 
inspected State Party upon arrival and at any time during the inspection.

14. Before the commencement of the inspection the inspection team shall prepare an 
inspection plan to serve, inter alia, as a basis for logistic and safety arrangements. The 
inspection plan shall be updated as need arises.

C. CONDUCT OF INSPECTIONS

Access

15. The inspection team shall have the right of access to any and all areas which could be 
affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. It shall also have the right of access to 
hospitals, refugee camps and other locations it deems relevant to the effective 
investigation of the alleged use of chemical weapons. For such access, the inspection 
team shall consult with the inspected State Party.

Sampling

16. The inspection team shall have the right to collect samples of types, and in quantities it 
considers necessary. If the inspection team deems it necessary, and if so requested by it, 
the inspected State Party shall assist in the collection of samples under the supervision of 
inspectors or inspection assistants. The inspected State Party shall also permit and 
cooperate in the collection of appropriate control samples from areas neighbouring the site 
of the alleged use and from other areas as requested by the inspection team.

17. Samples of importance in the investigation of alleged use include toxic chemicals, 



munitions and devices, remnants of munitions and devices, environmental samples (air, 
soil, vegetation, water, snow, etc.) and biomedical samples from human or animal sources 
(blood, urine, excreta, tissue etc.).

18. If duplicate samples cannot be taken and the analysis is performed at off-site 
laboratories, any remaining sample shall, if so requested, be returned to the inspected 
State Party after the completion of the analysis.

Extension of inspection site

19. If the inspection team during an inspection deems it necessary to extend the 
investigation into a neighbouring State Party, the Director-General shall notify that State 
Party about the need for access to its territory and request and confirm arrangements for 
the safe reception of the team.

Extension of inspection duration

20. If the inspection team deems that safe access to a specific area relevant to the 
investigation is not possible, the requesting State Party shall be informed immediately. If 
necessary, the period of inspection shall be extended until safe access can be provided 
and the inspection team will have concluded its mission.

Interviews

21. The inspection team shall have the right to interview and examine persons who may 
have been affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. It shall also have the right to 
interview eyewitnesses of the alleged use of chemical weapons and medical personnel, 
and other persons who have treated or have come into contact with persons who may 
have been affected by the alleged use of chemical weapons. The inspection team shall 
have access to medical histories, if available, and be permitted to participate in autopsies, 
as appropriate, of persons who may have been affected by the alleged use of chemical 
weapons.

D. REPORTS

Procedures

22. The inspection team shall, not later than 24 hours after its arrival on the territory of the 
inspected State Party, send a situation report to the Director-General. It shall further 
throughout the investigation send progress reports as necessary.

23. The inspection team shall, not later than 72 hours after its return to its primary work 
location, submit a preliminary report to the Director-General. The final report shall be 
submitted to the Director-General not later than 30 days after its return to its primary work 
location. The Director-General shall promptly transmit the preliminary and final reports to 
the Executive Council and to all States Parties.

Contents

24. The situation report shall indicate any urgent need for assistance and any other 
relevant information. The progress reports shall indicate any further need for assistance 
that might be identified during the course of the investigation.

25. The final report shall summarize the factual findings of the inspection, particularly with 
regard to the alleged use cited in the request. In addition, a report of an investigation of an 
alleged use shall include a description of the investigation process, tracing its various 
stages, with special reference to:



(a) The locations and time of sampling and on-site analyses; and

(b) Supporting evidence, such as the records of interviews, the results of 
medical examinations and scientific analyses, and the documents examined 
by the inspection team.

26. If the inspection team collects through, inter alia, identification of any impurities or 
other substances during laboratory analysis of samples taken, any information in the 
course of its investigation that might serve to identify the origin of any chemical weapons 
used, that information shall be included in the report.

E. STATES NOT PARTY TO THIS CONVENTION

27. In the case of alleged use of chemical weapons involving a State not Party to this 
Convention or in territory not controlled by a State Party, the Organization shall closely 
cooperate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. If so requested, the 
Organization shall put its resources at the disposal of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

ANNEX ON THE PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION
("CONFIDENTIALITY ANNEX")
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A. GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE HANDLING OF 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

1. The obligation to protect confidential information shall pertain to the verification of both 
civil and military activities and facilities. Pursuant to the general obligations set forth in 
Article VIII, the Organization shall:

(a) Require only the minimum amount of information and data necessary for 
the timely and efficient carrying out of its responsibilities under this 
Convention;

(b) Take the necessary measures to ensure that inspectors and other staff 
members of the Technical Secretariat meet the highest standards of 
efficiency, competence, and integrity;



(c) Develop agreements and regulations to implement the provisions of this 
Convention and shall specify as precisely as possible the information to 
which the Organization shall be given access by a State Party.

2. The Director-General shall have the primary responsibility for ensuring the protection of 
confidential information. The Director-General shall establish a stringent regime governing 
the handling of confidential information by the Technical Secretariat, and in doing so, shall 
observe the following guidelines:

(a) Information shall be considered confidential if:
(i) It is so designated by the State Party from which the 
information was obtained and to which the information refers; or

(ii) In the judgement of the Director-General, its unauthorized 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause damage to 
the State Party to which it refers or to the mechanisms for 
implementation of this Convention;

(b) All data and documents obtained by the Technical Secretariat shall be 
evaluated by the appropriate unit of the Technical Secretariat in order to 
establish whether they contain confidential information. Data required by 
States Parties to be assured of the continued compliance with this 
Convention by other States Parties shall be routinely provided to them. Such 
data shall encompass:

(i) The initial and annual reports and declarations provided by 
States Parties under Articles III, IV, V and VI, in accordance with 
the provisions set forth in the Verification Annex;

(ii) General reports on the results and effectiveness of 
verification activities; and

(iii) Information to be supplied to all States Parties in 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) No information obtained by the Organization in connection with the 
implementation of this Convention shall be published or otherwise released, 
except, as follows:

(i) General information on the implementation of this Convention 
may be compiled and released publicly in accordance with the 
decisions of the Conference or the Executive Council;

(ii) Any information may be released with the express consent of 
the State Party to which the information refers;

(iii) Information classified as confidential shall be released by 
the Organization only through procedures which ensure that the 
release of information only occurs in strict conformity with the 
needs of this Convention. Such procedures shall be considered 
and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, 
paragraph 21 (i); 

(d) The level of sensitivity of confidential data or documents shall be 
established, based on criteria to be applied uniformly in order to ensure their 
appropriate handling and protection. For this purpose, a classification system 
shall be introduced, which by taking account of relevant work undertaken in 



the preparation of this Convention shall provide for clear criteria ensuring the 
inclusion of information into appropriate categories of confidentiality and the 
justified durability of the confidential nature of information. While providing for 
the necessary flexibility in its implementation the classification system shall 
protect the rights of States Parties providing confidential information. A 
classification system shall be considered and approved by the Conference 
pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i);

(e) Confidential information shall be stored securely at the premises of the 
Organization. Some data or documents may also be stored with the National 
Authority of a State Party. Sensitive information, including, inter alia, 
photographs, plans and other documents required only for the inspection of a 
specific facility may be kept under lock and key at this facility;

(f) To the greatest extent consistent with the effective implementation of the 
verification provisions of this Convention, information shall be handled and 
stored by the Technical Secretariat in a form that precludes direct 
identification of the facility to which it pertains;

(g) The amount of confidential information removed from a facility shall be 
kept to the minimum necessary for the timely and effective implementation of 
the verification provisions of this Convention; and

(h) Access to confidential information shall be regulated in accordance with 
its classification. The dissemination of confidential information within the 
Organization shall be strictly on a need-to-know basis.

3. The Director-General shall report annually to the Conference on the implementation of 
the regime governing the handling of confidential information by the Technical Secretariat.

4. Each State Party shall treat information which it receives from the Organization in 
accordance with the level of confidentiality established for that information. Upon request, 
a State Party shall provide details on the handling of information provided to it by the 
Organization.

B. EMPLOYMENT AND CONDUCT OF PERSONNEL IN THE 
TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

5. Conditions of staff employment shall be such as to ensure that access to and handling 
of confidential information shall be in conformity with the procedures established by the 
Director-General in accordance with Section A.

6. Each position in the Technical Secretariat shall be governed by a formal position 
description that specifies the scope of access to confidential information, if any, needed in 
that position.

7. The Director-General, the inspectors and the other members of the staff shall not 
disclose even after termination of their functions to any unauthorized persons any 
confidential information coming to their knowledge in the performance of their official 
duties. They shall not communicate to any State, organization or person outside the 
Technical Secretariat any information to which they have access in connection with their 



activities in relation to any State Party.

8. In the discharge of their functions inspectors shall only request the information and data 
which are necessary to fulfil their mandate. They shall not make any records of information 
collected incidentally and not related to verification of compliance with this Convention.

9. The staff shall enter into individual secrecy agreements with the Technical Secretariat 
covering their period of employment and a period of five years after it is terminated.

10. In order to avoid improper disclosures, inspectors and staff members shall be 
appropriately advised and reminded about security considerations and of the possible 
penalties that they would incur in the event of improper disclosure.

11. Not less than 30 days before an employee is given clearance for access to confidential 
information that refers to activities on the territory or in any other place under the 
jurisdiction or control of a State Party, the State Party concerned shall be notified of the 
proposed clearance. For inspectors the notification of a proposed designation shall fulfil 
this requirement.

12. In evaluating the performance of inspectors and any other employees of the Technical 
Secretariat, specific attention shall be given to the employee's record regarding protection 
of confidential information.

C. MEASURES TO PROTECT SENSITIVE INSTALLATIONS AND 
PREVENT DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL DATA IN THE COURSE OF 

ON-SITE VERIFICATION ACTIVITIES

13. States Parties may take such measures as they deem necessary to protect 
confidentiality, provided that they fulfil their obligations to demonstrate compliance in 
accordance with the relevant Articles and the Verification Annex. When receiving an 
inspection, the State Party may indicate to the inspection team the equipment, 
documentation or areas that it considers sensitive and not related to the purpose of the 
inspection.

14. Inspection teams shall be guided by the principle of conducting on-site inspections in 
the least intrusive manner possible consistent with the effective and timely 
accomplishment of their mission. They shall take into consideration proposals which may 
be made by the State Party receiving the inspection, at whatever stage of the inspection, 
to ensure that sensitive equipment or information, not related to chemical weapons, is 
protected.

15. Inspection teams shall strictly abide by the provisions set forth in the relevant Articles 
and Annexes governing the conduct of inspections. They shall fully respect the procedures 
designed to protect sensitive installations and to prevent the disclosure of confidential 
data.

16. In the elaboration of arrangements and facility agreements, due regard shall be paid to 
the requirement of protecting confidential information. Agreements on inspection 
procedures for individual facilities shall also include specific and detailed arrangements 
with regard to the determination of those areas of the facility to which inspectors are 
granted access, the storage of confidential information on-site, the scope of the inspection 
effort in agreed areas, the taking of samples and their analysis, the access to records and 
the use of instruments and continuous monitoring equipment.



17. The report to be prepared after each inspection shall only contain facts relevant to 
compliance with this Convention. The report shall be handled in accordance with the 
regulations established by the Organization governing the handling of confidential 
information. If necessary, the information contained in the report shall be processed into 
less sensitive forms before it is transmitted outside the Technical Secretariat and the 
inspected State Party.

D. PROCEDURES IN CASE OF BREACHES OR ALLEGED 
BREACHES OF CONFIDENTIALITY

18. The Director-General shall establish necessary procedures to be followed in case of 
breaches or alleged breaches of confidentiality, taking into account recommendations to 
be considered and approved by the Conference pursuant to Article VIII, paragraph 21 (i).

19. The Director-General shall oversee the implementation of individual secrecy 
agreements. The Director-General shall promptly initiate an investigation if, in his 
judgement, there is sufficient indication that obligations concerning the protection of 
confidential information have been violated. The Director-General shall also promptly 
initiate an investigation if an allegation concerning a breach of confidentiality is made by a 
State Party.

20. The Director-General shall impose appropriate punitive and disciplinary measures on 
staff members who have violated their obligations to protect confidential information. In 
cases of serious breaches, the immunity from jurisdiction may be waived by the Director-
General.

21. States Parties shall, to the extent possible, cooperate and support the Director-General 
in investigating any breach or alleged breach of confidentiality and in taking appropriate 
action in case a breach has been established.

22. The Organization shall not be held liable for any breach of confidentiality committed by 
members of the Technical Secretariat.

23. For breaches involving both a State Party and the Organization, a "Commission for the 
settlement of disputes related to confidentiality", set up as a subsidiary organ of the 
Conference, shall consider the case. This Commission shall be appointed by the 
Conference. Rules governing its composition and operating procedures shall be adopted 
by the Conference at its first session.

- - - - - - -

Agreement on Adaptation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe

Adopted and signed at Istanbul on 19 November 1999
Not yet in force

total number of parties 3 [at 31 December 2004]

Declarations, reservations, objections and Depositary Communications

Russian Federation

06-12-2004



Translation
STATEMENT BY THE STATE DUMA
concerning the ratification of the Agreement on Adaptation of the Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe

The State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation notes that the 
signature of the Agreement on Adaptation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 
Europe (the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty) has been an important 
contribution to greater stability and security on the European continent.

The State Duma denounces the unconstructive position of some States Parties to the CFE 
Treaty, above all members of NATO, which have invented pretexts to postpone the start of 
ratification of the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty. Particularly given the 
emergence in Europe of so-called grey areas that are not covered by the regime of the 
CFE Treaty, primarily including the territories of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and the 
possible stationing of NATO troops, armaments and military facilities in these areas, further 
delays to this process may call into question both the arms control process and the 
positive trends in Russia's relations with the alliance.

Noting that the rapid entry into force of the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty 
would serve the interests of European security, the State Duma calls upon the parliaments 
of the States Parties to the CFE Treaty that have not yet ratified it to complete the national 
ratification procedures without delay, thereby fulfilling the commitment laid down in the 
Final Act of the Conference of the States Parties to the Treaty on Conventional Armed 
Forces in Europe (the Final Act), adopted in Istanbul on 19 November 1999.

The Federal Law on Ratification of the Agreement on Adaptation of the Treaty on 
Conventional Armed Forces in Europe has been adopted by the State Duma on the 
following premises:

1. Until such time as the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty enters into force, the 
Russian Federation will fulfil the political commitments it has assumed during and as a 
result of the negotiations on adaptation of the CFE Treaty, including those concerning 
military restraint in certain regions, on condition that all other States Parties to the CFE 
Treaty fulfil the commitments set forth in the Final Act, including the commitment to move 
forward expeditiously to complete national ratification procedures.

2. In the event of exceptional circumstances that may constitute a threat to the supreme 
interests of the Russian Federation, the Federation will take political, diplomatic and other 
measures to eliminate such circumstances, including, where necessary, measures 
affecting the regime of the CFE Treaty and of the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE 
Treaty, as set forth in the Federal Law on the International Treaties of the Russian 
Federation.

In particular, the said exceptional circumstances include:

(1) withdrawal of any State Party from the CFE Treaty (as amended by the Agreement on 
Adaptation of the CFE Treaty), as well as violation of its provisions by any State Party to 
the CFE Treaty or group of states that may constitute a threat to the national security of 
the Russian Federation;



(2) refusal by any State Party to the CFE Treaty or group of states to fulfil the 
commitments laid down in the Statement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty, done at 
Brussels on 8 December 1998, as well as the commitments laid down in Annexes 1-4 and 
7-11 to the Final Act concerning the adjustment of territorial ceilings for the Treaty-limited 
armaments and equipment of certain States Parties to the CFE Treaty and the future use 
of provisions for raising such ceilings, as well as de facto failure to fulfil the said 
commitments that may constitute a threat to the national security of the Russian 
Federation;

(3) use of force or threat of use of force by any State Party to the CFE Treaty or group of 
states against any other state in contravention of the Charter of the United Nations;

(4) decisions by any State Party to the CFE Treaty or group of states in the sphere of 
military policy and armed forces build-up that would constitute a threat to the national 
security of the Russian Federation, including:

· failure to fulfil commitments under Section IV of the Founding Act of 27 May 1997 on 
Mutual Relations, Cooperation and Security between the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation and the Russian Federation and the documents adopted in pursuance of it;
· simultaneous or subsequent use by any States Parties to the CFE Treaty or group of 
states of the right to temporary deployment of conventional armaments in a manner 
inconsistent with the goals of the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty;
· deployment by any state or group of states of armaments in a manner that radically alters 
the balance of forces between the Russian Federation and the said state or group of 
states;
· a radical alteration in the military and political situation as compared with the situation 
that existed when this Statement was adopted.

3. States Parties to the CFE Treaty that have joined military and political unions since the 
Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty was signed will assume commitments to 
reduce their territorial ceilings of Treaty-limited armaments and equipment and to refrain 
from raising these ceilings in the future.

4. When conducting negotiations and signing agreements on military matters with any 
State Party to the CFE Treaty, the Russian Federation will, among other things, take 
account of that state's position regarding:

· the entry into force of and compliance with the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE 
Treaty;
· the presence of Russian troops, armaments and military facilities on its territory;
· the possibility of stationing the troops, armaments and military facilities of third states or 
groups of states on its territory.

5. States that have acceded to the CFE Treaty will make a substantial contribution to 
greater European and subregional security, in particular by assuming additional 
commitments concerning limitation of levels of conventional armed forces on their 
territories, as well as the possibilities of changing them and temporarily exceeding them.

6. Once the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty enters into force, negotiations will 
be held as soon as possible within the Joint Consultative Group with a view to:

· agreeing conditions for the accession of new states to the CFE Treaty;



· further reducing the potential of conventional armed forces in Europe.

7. Pending the relevant decision by the Joint Consultative Group, the Russian Federation 
reserves the right to independently determine the terms of payment in respect of 
inspections carried out at the expense of the inspecting State Party to the CFE Treaty on 
the territory of the Russian Federation or at the Russian Federation's military facilities 
outside the territory of the Russian Federation.

8. Reservations or statements made by other States Parties to the CFE Treaty will not be 
applicable to the Russian Federation if they would:

· change the essential provisions of the Agreement on Adaptation of the CFE Treaty;
· restrict the rights of the Russian Federation under the Agreement on Adaptation of the 
CFE Treaty; or
· conflict with the provisions of this Statement.

The State Duma proposes to the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir V. Putin, 
that this Statement be attached to the Instrument of Ratification of the Agreement on 
Adaptation of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe. 



Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of 
Environmental Modification Techniques

Opened for signature at Geneva: 18 May 1977 

Entered into force: 5 October 1978 

Depositary: Secretary-General of the United Nations 

The States Parties to this Convention,

Guided by the interest of consolidating peace, and wishing to contribute to the cause of 
halting the arms race, and of bringing about general and complete disarmament under 
strict and effective international control, and of saving mankind from the danger of using 
new means of warfare, 

Determined to continue negotiations with a view to achieving effective progress towards 
further measures in the field of disarmament, 

Recognizing that scientific and technical advances may open new possibilities with respect 
to modification of the environment, 

Recalling the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 1972,

Realizing that the use of environmental modification techniques for peaceful purposes 
could improve the interrelationship of man and nature and contribute to the preservation 
and improvement of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations,

Recognizing, however, that military or any other hostile use of such techniques could have 
effects extremely harmful to human welfare,

Desiring to prohibit effectively military or any other hostile use of environmental 
modification techniques in order to eliminate the dangers to mankind from such use, and 
affirming their willingness to work towards the achievement of this objective,

Desiring also to contribute to the strengthening of trust among nations and to the further 
improvement of the international situation in accordance with the purposes and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to engage in military or any other 
hostile use of environmental modification techniques having widespread, long-lasting or 
severe effects as the means of destruction, damage or injury to any other State Party.

2. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to assist, encourage or induce any 
State, group of States or international organiza-tion to engage in activities contrary to the 
provisions of paragraph 1 of this article.

Article II



As used in Article I, the term "environmental modification techniques" refers to any 
technique for changing -- through the deliberate manipulation of natural processes -- the 
dynamics, composition or structure of the Earth, including its biota, lithosphere, 
hydrosphere and atmosphere, or of outer space.

Article III

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not hinder the use of environmental modification 
techniques for peaceful purposes and shall be without prejudice to the generally 
recognized principles and applicable rules of international law concerning such use.

2. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to facilitate, and have the right to 
participate in, the fullest possible exchange of scientific and technological information on 
the use of environmental modification techniques for peaceful purposes. States Parties in 
a position to do so shall contribute, alone or together with other States or international 
organizations, to international economic and scientific co-operation in the preservation, 
improvement, and peaceful utilization of the environment, with due consideration for the 
needs of the developing areas of the world.

Article IV

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to take any measures it considers 
necessary in accordance with its constitutional processes to prohibit and prevent any 
activity in violation of the provisions of the Convention anywhere under its jurisdiction or 
control.

Article V

1. The States Parties to this Convention undertake to consult one another and to 
cooperate in solving any problems which may arise in relation to the objectives of, or in the 
application of the provisions of, the Convention. Consultation and cooperation pursuant to 
this article may also be undertaken through appropriate international procedures within the 
framework of the United Nations and in accordance with its Charter. These international 
procedures may include the services of appropriate international organizations, as well as 
of a Consultative Committee of Experts as provided for in paragraph 2 of this article.

2. For the purposes set forth in paragraph 1 of this article, the Depositary shall, within one 
month of the receipt of a request from any State Party to this Convention, convene a 
Consultative Committee of Experts. Any State Party may appoint an expert to the 
Committee whose functions and rules of procedure are set out in the annex, which 
constitutes an integral part of this Convention. The Committee shall transmit to the 
Depositary a summary of its findings of fact, incorporating all views and information 
presented to the Committee during its proceedings. The Depositary shall distribute the 
summary to all States Parties.

3. Any State Party to this Convention which has reason to believe that any other State 
Party is acting in breach of obligations deriving from the provisions of the Convention may 
lodge a complaint with the Security Council of the United Nations. Such a complaint should 
include all relevant information as well as all possible evidence supporting its validity.

4. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to cooperate in carrying out any 
investigation which the Security Council may initiate, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Charter of the United Nations, on the basis of the complaint received by the Council. 
The Security Council shall inform the States Parties of the results of the investigation.



5. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to provide or support assistance, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, to any State Party 
which so requests, if the Security Council decides that such Party has been harmed or is 
likely to be harmed as a result of violation of the Convention.

Article VI

1. Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to the Convention. The 
text of any proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Depositary who shall promptly 
circulate it to all States Parties.

2. An amendment shall enter into force for all States Parties to this Convention which have 
accepted it, upon the deposit with the Depositary of instruments of acceptance by a 
majority of States Parties. Thereafter it shall enter into force for any remaining State Party 
on the date of deposit of its instrument of acceptance.

Article VII

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.
Article VIII

1. Five years after the entry into force of this Convention, a conference of the States 
Parties to the Convention shall be convened by the Depositary at Geneva, Switzerland. 
The conference shall review the operation of the Convention with a view to ensuring that 
its purposes and provisions are being realized, and shall in particular examine the 
effectiveness of the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article I in eliminating the dangers of 
military or any other hostile use of environmental modification techniques.

2. At intervals of not less than five years thereafter, a majority of the States Parties to the 
Convention may obtain, by submitting a proposal to this effect to the Depositary, the 
convening of a conference with the same objectives.

3. If no conference has been convened pursuant to paragraph 2 of this article within ten 
years following the conclusion of a previous conference, the Depositary shall solicit the 
views of all States Parties to the Convention, concerning the convening of such a 
conference. If one third or ten of the States Parties, whichever number is less, respond 
affirmatively, the Depositary shall take immediate steps to convene the conference.

Article IX

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not sign 
the Convention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article 
may accede to it at any time.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of 
ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations.

3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by 
twenty Governments in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article.

4. For those States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited after the 
entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their 
instruments of ratification or accession.



5. The Depositary shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of the date of 
each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession and the 
date of the entry into force of this Convention and of any amendments thereto, as well as 
of the receipt of other notices.

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary in accordance with Article 102 of 
the Charter of the United Nations.

Article X

This Convention, of which the English, Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian, and Spanish 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to the Governments of the signatory and 
acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their 
respective governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signature at Geneva on 
the eighteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and seventy-seven.

ANNEX TO THE CONVENTION

Consultative Committee of Experts

1. The Consultative Committee of Experts shall undertake to make appropriate findings of 
fact and provide expert views relevant to any problem raised pursuant to paragraph 1 of 
Article V of this Convention by the State Party requesting the convening of the Committee.

2. The work of the Consultative Committee of Experts shall be organized in such a way as 
to permit it to perform the functions set forth in paragraph 1 of this annex. The Committee 
shall decide procedural questions relative to the organization of its work, where possible 
by consensus, but otherwise by a majority of those present and voting. There shall be no 
voting on matters of substance.

3. The Depositary or his representative shall serve as the Chairman of the Committee.

4. Each expert may be assisted at meetings by one or more advisers.

5. Each expert shall have the right, through the Chairman, to request from States, and 
from international organizations, such information and assistance as the expert considers 
desirable for the accomplishment of the Committees work.

Documents pertaining to the Convention

The following understandings regardint the Convention weeere included in the report 
transmitted by the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to the General Assembly 
at its thirty-first session.

Understanding relating to Article I

It is the understanding of the Committee that, for the purposes of this Convention, the 
terms, "widespread", "long-lasting" and "severe" shall be interpreted as follows: 



(a) "widespread": encompassing an area on the scale of several hundred square 
kilometres; 

(b) "long-lasting": lasting for a period of months, or approximately a season; 

(c) "severe": involving serious or significant disruption or harm to human life, natural and 
economic resources or other assets. 

It is further understood that the interpretation set forth above is intended exclusively for this 
Convention and is not intended to prejudice the interpretation of the same or similar terms 
if used in connexion with any other international agreement. 

Understanding relating to Article II 

It is the understanding of the Committee that the following examples are illustrative of 
phenomena that could be caused by the use of environmental modification techniques as 
defined in Article II of the Convention: earthquakes, tsunamis; an upset in the ecological 
balance of a region; changes in weather patterns (clouds, precipitation, cyclones of various 
types and tornadic storms); changes in climate patterns; changes in ocean currents; 
changes in the state of the ozone layer; and changes in the state of the ionosphere. 

It is further understood that all the phenomena listed above, when produced by military or 
any other hostile use of environmental modification techniques, would result, or could 
reasonably be expected to result, in widespread, long-lasting or severe destruction, 
damage or injury. Thus, military or any other hostile use of environmental modification 
techniques as defined in Article II, so as to cause those phenomena as a means of 
destruction, damage or injury to another State Party, would be prohibited. 

It is recognized, moreover, that the list of examples set out above is not exhaustive. Other 
phenomena which could result from the use of environmental modification techniques as 
defined in Article II could also be appropriately included. The absence of such phenomena 
from the list does not in any way imply that the undertaking contained in Article I would not 
be applicable to those phenomena, provided the criteria set out in that article were met. 

Understanding relating to Article III 

It is the understanding of the Committee that this Convention does not deal with the 
question whether or not a given use of environmental modification techniques for peaceful 
purposes is in accordance with generally recognized principles and applicable rules of 
international law. 

Understanding relating to Article VIII 

It is the understanding of the Committee that a proposal to amend the Convention may 
also be considered at any conference of Parties held pursuant to Article VIII. It is further 
understood that any proposed amendment that is intended for such consideration should, 
if possible, be submitted to the Depositary no less than 90 days before the 
commencement of the conference. 



Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking 
in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials*

(* A/53/78, annex)

Opened for signature at Washington, D.C.: 14 November 1997 

Depositary: Organization of American States 

Entered into force on 1 July 1998. 

The States Parties,

Aware of the urgent need to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and 
trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, due to the 
harmful effects of these activities on the security of each State and the region as a whole, 
endangering the well-being of peoples, their social and economic development, and their 
right to live in peace;

Concerned by the increase, at the international level, in the illicit manufacturing of and 
trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials and by the 
serious problems resulting therefrom;

Reaffirming that States Parties give priority to preventing, combating, and eradicating the 
illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials because of the links of such activities with drug trafficking, terrorism, 
transnational organized crime, and mercenary and other criminal activities;

Concerned about the illicit manufacture of explosives from substances and articles that in 
and of themselves are not explosives-and that are not addressed by this Convention due 
to their other lawful uses-for activities related to drug trafficking, terrorism, transnational 
organized crime and mercenary and other criminal activities;

Considering the urgent need for all States, and especially those States that produce, 
export, and import arms, to take the necessary measures to prevent, combat, and 
eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, 
and other related materials;

Convinced that combating the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials calls for international cooperation, 
exchange of information, and other appropriate measures at the national, regional, and 
international levels, and desiring to set a precedent for the international community in this 
regard;

Stressing the need, in peace processes and post-conflict situations, to achieve effective 
control of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials in order to prevent 
their entry into the illicit market;

Mindful of the pertinent resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly on measures 
to eradicate the illicit transfer of conventional weapons and on the need for all States to 



guarantee their security, and of the efforts carried out in the framework of the Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD);

Recognizing the importance of strengthening existing international law enforcement 
support mechanisms such as the International Weapons and Explosives Tracking System 
(IWETS) of the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL), to prevent, 
combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, 
explosives, and other related materials;

Recognizing that international trade in firearms is particularly vulnerable to abuses by 
criminal elements and that a "know-your-customer" policy for dealers in, and producers, 
exporters, and importers of, firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials 
is crucial for combating this scourge; 

Recognizing that States have developed different cultural and historical uses for firearms, 
and that the purpose of enhancing international cooperation to eradicate illicit transnational 
trafficking in firearms is not intended to discourage or diminish lawful leisure or recreational 
activities such as travel or tourism for sport shooting, hunting, and other forms of lawful 
ownership and use recognized by the States Parties;

Recalling that States Parties have their respective domestic laws and regulations in the 
areas of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, and recognizing 
that this Convention does not commit States Parties to enact legislation or regulations 
pertaining to firearms ownership, possession, or trade of a wholly domestic character, and 
recognizing that States Parties will apply their respective laws and regulations in a manner 
consistent with this Convention;

Reaffirming the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention, and the juridical equality of 
States,

HAVE DECIDED TO ADOPT THIS INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST THE 
ILLICIT MANUFACTURING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, 
EXPLOSIVES, AND OTHER RELATED MATERIALS:

Article I
Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention, the following definitions shall apply:

1. "Illicit manufacturing": the manufacture or assembly of firearms, ammunition, explosives, 
and other related materials:

a. from components or parts illicitly trafficked; or

b. without a license from a competent governmental authority of the State Party where the 
manufacture or assembly takes place; or

c. without marking the firearms that require marking at the time of manufacturing.

2. "Illicit trafficking": the import, export, acquisition, sale, delivery, movement, or transfer of 
firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials from or across the territory of 
one State Party to that of another State Party, if any one of the States Parties concerned 
does not authorize it.



3. "Firearms":

a. any barreled weapon which will or is designed to or may be readily converted to expel a 
bullet or projectile by the action of an explosive, except antique firearms manufactured 
before the 20th Century or their replicas; or

b. any other weapon or destructive device such as any explosive, incendiary or gas bomb, 
grenade, rocket, rocket launcher, missile, missile system, or mine.

4. "Ammunition": the complete round or its components, including cartridge cases, primers, 
propellant powder, bullets, or projectiles that are used in any firearm.

5. "Explosives": any substance or article that is made, manufactured, or used to produce 
an explosion, detonation, or propulsive or pyrotechnic effect, except:

a. substances and articles that are not in and of themselves explosive; or

b. substances and articles listed in the Annex to this Convention.

6. "Other related materials": any component, part, or replacement part of a firearm, or an 
accessory which can be attached to a firearm.

7. "Controlled delivery": the technique of allowing illicit or suspect consignments of 
firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials to pass out of, through, or 
into the territory of one or more states, with the knowledge and under the supervision of 
their competent authorities, with a view to identifying persons involved in the commission 
of offenses referred to in Article IV of this Convention.

Article II
Purpose

The purpose of this Convention is:

to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials;

to promote and facilitate cooperation and exchange of information and experience among 
States Parties to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking 
in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials.

Article III
Sovereignty

1. States Parties shall carry out the obligations under this Convention in a manner 
consistent with the principles of sovereign equality and territorial integrity of states and that 
of nonintervention in the domestic affairs of other states.

2. A State Party shall not undertake in the territory of another State Party the exercise of 
jurisdiction and performance of functions which are exclusively reserved to the authorities 
of that other State Party by its domestic law.

Article IV
Legislative Measures



1. States Parties that have not yet done so shall adopt the necessary legislative or other 
measures to establish as criminal offenses under their domestic law the illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials.

2. Subject to the respective constitutional principles and basic concepts of the legal 
systems of the States Parties, the criminal offenses established pursuant to the foregoing 
paragraph shall include participation in, association or conspiracy to commit, attempts to 
commit, and aiding, abetting, facilitating, and counseling the commission of said offenses.

Article V
Jurisdiction

1. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish its 
jurisdiction over the offenses it has established in accordance with this Convention when 
the offense in question is committed in its territory.

2. Each State Party may adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish its 
jurisdiction over the offenses it has established in accordance with this Convention when 
the offense is committed by one of its nationals or by a person who habitually resides in its 
territory.

3. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish its 
jurisdiction over the offenses it has established in accordance with this Convention when 
the alleged criminal is present in its territory and it does not extradite such person to 
another country on the ground of the nationality of the alleged criminal.

4. This Convention does not preclude the application of any other rule of criminal 
jurisdiction established by a State Party under its domestic law.

Article VI
Marking of Firearms

1. For the purposes of identification and tracing of the firearms referred to in Article I.3.a, 
States Parties shall:

a. require, at the time of manufacture, appropriate markings of the name of manufacturer, 
place of manufacture, and serial number;

b. require appropriate markings on imported firearms permitting the identification of the 
importer's name and address; and

c. require appropriate markings on any firearms confiscated or forfeited pursuant to Article 
VII. I that are retained for official use.

2. The firearms referred to in Article I.3.b should be marked appropriately at the time of 
manufacture, if possible.

Article VII
Confiscation or Forfeiture

1. States Parties undertake to confiscate or forfeit firearms, ammunition, explosives, and 
other related materials that have been illicitly manufactured or trafficked.

2. States Parties shall adopt the necessary measures to ensure that all firearms, 



ammunition, explosives, and other related materials seized, confiscated, or forfeited as the 
result of illicit manufacturing or trafficking do not fall into the hands of private individuals or 
businesses through auction, sale, or other disposal.

Article VIII
Security Measures

States Parties, in an effort to eliminate loss or diversion, undertake to adopt the necessary 
measures to ensure the security of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials imported into, exported from, or in transit through their respective territories.

Article IX
Export, Import, and Transit Licenses or Authorizations

1. States Parties shall establish or maintain an effective system of export, import, and 
international transit licenses or authorizations for transfers of firearms, ammunition, 
explosives, and other related materials.

2. States Parties shall not permit the transit of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other 
related materials until the receiving State Party issues the corresponding license or 
authorization.

3. States Parties, before releasing shipments of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and 
other related materials for export, shall ensure that the importing and in-transit countries 
have issued the necessary licenses or authorizations.

4. The importing State Party shall inform the exporting State Party, upon request, of the 
receipt of dispatched shipments of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials.

Article X
Strengthening of Controls at Export Points

Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to detect and prevent 
illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials between its 
territory and that of other States Parties, by strengthening controls at export points.

Article XI
Recordkeeping

States Parties shall assure the maintenance for a reasonable time of the information 
necessary to trace and identify illicitly manufactured and illicitly trafficked firearms to 
enable them to comply with their obligations under Articles XIII and XVII.

Article XII
Confidentiality

Subject to the obligations imposed by their Constitutions or any international agreements, 
the States Parties shall guarantee the confidentiality of any information they receive, if 
requested to do so by the State Party providing the information. If for legal reasons such 
confidentiality cannot be maintained, the State Party that provided the information shall be 
notified prior to its disclosure.

Article XIII
Exchange of Information

1. States Parties shall exchange among themselves, in conformity with their respective 



domestic laws and applicable treaties, relevant information on matters such as:

a. authorized producers, dealers, importers, exporters, and, whenever possible, carriers of 
firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials;

b. the means of concealment used in the illicit manufacturing of or trafficking in firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials, and ways of detecting them;

c. routes customarily used by criminal organizations engaged in illicit trafficking in firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials;

d. legislative experiences, practices, and measures to prevent, combat, and eradicate the 
illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials; and

e. techniques, practices, and legislation to combat money laundering related to illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials.

2. States Parties shall provide to and share with each other, as appropriate, relevant 
scientific and technological information useful to law enforcement, so as to enhance one 
another's ability to prevent, detect, and investigate the illicit manufacturing of and 
trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials and prosecute 
those involved therein.

3. States Parties shall cooperate in the tracing of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and 
other related materials which may have been illicitly manufactured or trafficked. Such 
cooperation shall include accurate and prompt responses to trace requests.

Article XIV
Cooperation

1. States Parties shall cooperate at the bilateral, regional, and international levels to 
prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials.

2. States Parties shall identify a national body or a single point of contact to act as liaison 
among States Parties, as well as between them and the Consultative Committee 
established in Article XX, for purposes of cooperation and information exchange.

Article XV
Exchange of Experience and Training

1. States Parties shall cooperate in formulating programs for the exchange of experience 
and training among competent officials, and shall provide each other assistance that would 
facilitate their respective access to equipment or technology proven to be effective for the 
implementation of this Convention.

2. States Parties shall cooperate with each other and with competent international 
organizations, as appropriate, to ensure that there is adequate training of personnel in 
their territories to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking 
in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials. The subject matters of 
such training shall include, inter alia:



a. identification and tracing of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials;

b. intelligence gathering, especially that which relates to identification of illicit 
manufacturers and traffickers, methods of shipment, and means of concealment of 
firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials; and

c. improvement of the efficiency of personnel responsible for searching for and detecting, 
at conventional and nonconventional points of entry and exit, illicitly trafficked firearms, 
ammunition, explosives, and other related materials.

Article XVI
Technical Assistance

States Parties shall cooperate with each other and with relevant international 
organizations, as appropriate, so that States Parties that so request receive the technical 
assistance necessary to enhance their ability to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials, including technical assistance in those matters identified in Article XV.2.

Article XVII
Mutual Legal Assistance

1. States Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of mutual legal assistance, 
in conformity with their domestic law and applicable treaties, by promptly and accurately 
processing and responding to requests from authorities which, in accordance with their 
domestic law, have the power to investigate or prosecute the illicit activities described in 
this Convention, in order to obtain evidence and take other necessary action to facilitate 
procedures and steps involved in such investigations or prosecutions.

2. For purposes of mutual legal assistance under this article, each Party may designate a 
central authority or may rely upon such central authorities as are provided for in any 
relevant treaties or other agreements. The central authorities shall be responsible for 
making and receiving requests for mutual legal assistance under this article, and shall 
communicate directly with each other for the purposes of this article.

Article XVIII
Controlled Delivery

1. Should their domestic legal systems so permit, States Parties shall take the necessary 
measures, within their possibilities, to allow for the appropriate use of controlled delivery at 
the international level, on the basis of agreements or arrangements mutually consented to, 
with a view to identifying persons involved in the offenses referred to in Article IV and to 
taking legal action against them.

2. Decisions by States Parties to use controlled delivery shall be made on a case-by-case 
basis and may, when necessary, take into consideration financial arrangements and 
understandings with respect to the exercise of jurisdiction by the States Parties concerned.

3. With the consent of the States Parties concerned, illicit consignments under controlled 
delivery may be intercepted and allowed to continue with the firearms, ammunition, 
explosives, and other related materials intact or removed or replaced in whole or in part.

Article XIX
Extradition



1. This article shall apply to the offenses referred to in Article IV of this Convention.

2. Each of the offenses to which this article applies shall be deemed to be included as an 
extraditable offense in any extradition treaty in force between or among the States Parties. 
The States Parties undertake to include such offenses as extraditable offenses in every 
extradition treaty to be concluded between or among them.

3. If a State Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a 
request for extradition from another State Party with which it does not have an extradition 
treaty, it may consider this Convention as the legal basis for extradition with respect to any 
offense to which this article applies.

4. States Parties that do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall 
recognize offenses to which this article applies as extraditable offenses between 
themselves.

5. Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided for by the law of the Requested 
State or by applicable extradition treaties, including the grounds on which the Requested 
State may refuse extradition.

6. If extradition for an offense to which this article applies is refused solely on the basis of 
the nationality of the person sought, the Requested State Party shall submit the case to its 
competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution under the criteria, laws, and 
procedures applied by the Requested State to those offenses when they are committed in 
its own territory. The Requested and Requesting States Parties may, in accordance with 
their domestic laws, agree otherwise in relation to any prosecution referred to in this 
paragraph.

Article XX
Establishment and Functions of the Consultative Committee

1. In order to attain the objectives of this Convention, the States Parties shall establish a 
Consultative Committee responsible for:

a. promoting the exchange of information contemplated under this Convention;

b. facilitating the exchange of information on domestic legislation and administrative 
procedures of the States Parties;

c. encouraging cooperation between national liaison authorities to detect suspected illicit 
exports and imports of firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related materials;

d. promoting training and exchange of knowledge and experience among States Parties 
and technical assistance between States Parties and relevant international organizations, 
as well as academic studies;

e. requesting from nonparty States, when appropriate, information on the illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials; and

f. promoting measures to facilitate the application of this Convention.



2. Decisions of the Consultative Committee shall be recommendatory in nature.

3. The Consultative Committee shall maintain the confidentiality of any information it 
receives in the exercise of its functions, if requested to do so.

Article XXI
Structure and Meetings of the Consultative Committee

1. The Consultative Committee shall consist of one representative of each State Party.

2. The Consultative Committee shall hold one regular meeting each year and shall hold 
special meetings as necessary.

3. The first regular meeting of the Consultative Committee shall be held within 90 days 
following deposit of the 10th instrument of ratification of this Convention. This meeting 
shall be held at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization of 
American States, unless a State Party has offered to host it.

4. The meetings of the Consultative Committee shall be held at a place decided upon by 
the States Parties at the previous regular meeting. If no offer of a site has been made, the 
Consultative Committee shall meet at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States.

5. The host State Party for each regular meeting shall serve as Secretariat pro tempore of 
the Consultative Committee until the next regular meeting. When a regular meeting is held 
at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, a 
State Party that will serve as Secretariat pro tempore shall be elected at that meeting.

6. In consultation with the States Parties, the Secretariat pro tempore shall be responsible 
for:

a. convening regular and special meetings of the Consultative Committee;

b. preparing a draft agenda for the meetings; and

c. preparing the draft reports and minutes of the meetings.

7. The Consultative Committee shall prepare its own internal rules of procedure and shall 
adopt them by absolute majority.

Article XXII
Signature

This Convention is open for signature by member States of the Organization of American 
States.

Article XXIII
Ratification

This Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited 
with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

Article XXIV
Reservations



States Parties may, at the time of adoption, signature, or ratification, make reservations to 
this Convention, provided that said reservations are not incompatible with the object and 
purposes of the Convention and that they concern one or more specific provisions thereof.

Article XXV
Entry into Force

This Convention shall enter into force on the 30th day following the date of deposit of the 
second instrument of ratification. For each State ratifying the Convention after the deposit 
of the second instrument of ratification, the Convention shall enter into force on the 30th 
day following deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification.

Article XXVI
Denunciation

1. This Convention shall remain in force indefinitely, but any State Party may denounce it. 
The instrument of denunciation shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States. After six months from the date of deposit of the 
instrument of denunciation, the Convention shall no longer be in force for the denouncing 
State, but shall remain in force for the other States Parties.

2. The denunciation shall not affect any requests for information or assistance made 
during the time the Convention is in force for the denouncing State.

Article XXVII
Other Agreements and Practices

1. No provision in this Convention shall be construed as preventing the States Parties from 
engaging in mutual cooperation within the framework of other existing or future 
international, bilateral, or multilateral agreements, or of any other applicable arrangements 
or practices.

2. States Parties may adopt stricter measures than those provided for by this Convention 
if, in their opinion, such measures are desirable to prevent, combat, and eradicate the illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition, explosives, and other related 
materials.

Article XXVIII
Conference of States Parties

Five years after the entry into force of this Convention, the depository shall convene a 
conference of the States Parties to examine the functioning and application of this 
Convention. Each conference shall determine the date on which the next conference 
should be held.

Article XXIX
Dispute Settlement

Any dispute that may arise as to the application or interpretation of this Convention shall 
be resolved through diplomatic channels or, failing which, by any other means of peaceful 
settlement decided upon by the States Parties involved.

Article XXX
Deposit

The original instrument of this Convention, the English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish 
texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the 



Organization of American States, which shall forward an authenticated copy of its text to 
the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration and publication, in accordance with 
Article 102 of the United Nations Charter. The General Secretariat of the Organization of 
American States shall notify the member States of the Organization of the signatures, of 
the deposits of instruments of ratification and denunciation, and of any reservations.

ANNEX

The term "explosives" does not include: compressed gases; flammable liquids; explosive 
actuated devices, such as air bags and fire extinguishers; propellant actuated devices, 
such as nail gun cartridges; consumer fireworks suitable for use by the public and 
designed primarily to produce visible or audible effects by combustion, that contain 
pyrotechnic compositions and that do not project or disperse dangerous fragments such as 
metal, glass, or brittle plastic; toy plastic or paper caps for toy pistols; toy propellant 
devices consisting of small paper or composition tubes or containers containing a small 
charge or slow burning propellant powder designed so that they will neither burst nor 
produce external flame except through the nozzle on functioning; and smoke candles, 
smokepots, smoke grenades, smoke signals, signal flares, hand signal devices, and Very 
signal cartridges designed to produce visible effects for signal purposes containing smoke 
compositions and no bursting charges.
Declarations/reservations/denunciations/withdrawals: 
1. Argentina - Reservation: entered upon depositing the instrument of ratification. 
"The Argentine Republic enters a reservation to Article 1, Definitions, paragraph 3, 
Firearms, of the Convention inasmuch as it excludes from the definition of firearms the 
phrase "except old, pre-twentieth century firearms or reproductions of them" at the end of 
said paragraph. 
October 9, 2001 

2. Uruguay. - On June 2, 2004, Uruguay appointed as single point of contact pursuant to 
Article XIV of The Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and 
Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials: 
1-a Servicio Material y Armamento del Ejercito Nacional (Nacional Army Material and Arms 
Department, SMA) 
Director: Colonel Hugo A. Garciacelay, Address: Avenida de las Instrucciones 1925, C.P. 
12400 Montevideo, Uruguay, 
Telephone: (582) 369-1110, E-mail: sma@ejercito.mil.uy 

1-b Registro Nacional de Armas (R.N.A.) de Servicio de Material y Armamento (National 
Arms Register of the SMA) 
Head of the R.N.A.: Coronel Miguel A. De Cuadro, Address: Avenida de las Instrucciones 
1925, C.P. 12400 Montevideo, Uruguay.



Inter-American Convention on Transparency
in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

Adopted at Guatemala City, Guatemala on 7 June 1999 
Depositary: General Secretariat of the Organization of American States 

Entry into force: the 30th day following the date of deposit with the OAS of the sixth 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession by a member of the 
OAS 

Entry into force: November 21, 2002 

The States Parties,

Bearing in mind their commitments to the United Nations and the Organization of American 
States to contribute more fully to openness and transparency by exchanging information 
on weapon systems covered by the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms; 

Reiterating the importance of annual reporting to the United Nations Register of 
Conventional Arms of information on imports, exports, military holdings, and procurement 
through national production of major weapon systems; 

Building upon and reaffirming the declarations of Santiago (1995) and San Salvador 
(1998) on confidence- and security-building measures, which recommend the application 
of such measures in the most appropriate manner; 

Recognizing that in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States 
and the Charter of the United Nations, member states have the inherent right of individual 
or collective self-defense; 

Recognizing that the commitments made in this Convention are an important step towards 
achieving one of the essential purposes established in the Charter of the Organization of 
American States, which is "to achieve an effective limitation of conventional weapons that 
will make it possible to devote the largest amount of resources to the economic and social 
development of the Member States";

Recognizing that it is important for the international community to contribute to the 
objective of this Convention; and

Expressing their intention to continue consideration of appropriate steps to advance the 
effective limitation and control of conventional weapons in the region, 

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention,

a. "Conventional weapons" means those systems set forth in Annex I to this Convention. 
Annex I is an integral part of this Convention. 

b. "Acquisition" means the obtaining of conventional weapons through purchase, lease, 



procurement, donation, loan, or any other method, whether from foreign sources or 
through national production. "Acquisition" does not include the obtaining of prototypes, 
developmental items, and equipment in research, development, test, and evaluation, to the 
extent that such prototypes, items, or equipment are not incorporated into the inventory of 
the armed forces.

c. "Incorporation into the inventory of the armed forces" means entry of the conventional 
weapon into service, even for a limited period of time.

Article II

Objective

The objective of this Convention is to contribute more fully to regional openness and 
transparency in the acquisition of conventional weapons by exchanging information 
regarding such acquisitions, for the purpose of promoting confidence among States in the 
Americas. 

Article III

Annual Reports on Imports and Exports
of Conventional Weapons

1. States Parties shall report annually to the depositary on their imports and exports of 
conventional weapons during the preceding calendar year, providing information, with 
respect to imports, on the exporting State, and the quantity and type of conventional 
weapons imported; and information, with respect to exports, on the importing State, and 
the quantity and type of conventional weapons exported. Any State Party may supplement 
its submission with any additional information it considers relevant, such as the 
designation and model of the conventional weapons. 

2. Information to be submitted pursuant to this article shall be provided to the depositary as 
soon as possible, but no later than June 15 of each year.

3. Reporting pursuant to this article shall be in the format of Annex II (A) and (B). 
Article IV

Exchange of Information on Acquisitions
of Conventional Weapons

In addition to providing the annual reports specified in Article III, States Parties shall notify 
the depositary of acquisitions of conventional weapons as follows: 

a. Notification of acquisition through imports. These notifications to the depositary 
shall be made no later than 90 days after incorporation of imported conventional weapons 
into the inventory of the armed forces. Notifications shall indicate the exporting State, as 
well as the quantity and type of imported conventional weapons. Any State Party may 
supplement its submission with any additional information it considers relevant, such as 
the designation and model of the conventional weapons. Reporting pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be in the format of Annex II (C). 

b. Notification of acquisition through national production. These notifications to the 
depositary shall be made no later than 90 days after incorporation of the conventional 
weapons acquired through national production into the inventory of the armed forces. 



Notifications shall indicate the quantity and type of conventional weapons. Any State Party 
may supplement its submission with any additional information it considers relevant, such 
as the designation and model of the conventional weapons. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Convention, States Parties may also supplement such notifications with 
information on reconfiguration or modification of conventional weapons. To encourage 
further transparency in acquisitions through national production, the obligation of each 
State Party to notify under this paragraph may be fulfilled, in accordance with its domestic 
legislation, through notice to the depositary of a national funding commitment for 
conventional weapons to be incorporated into that State's inventory during the upcoming 
budget year. Reporting pursuant to this paragraph shall be in the format of Annex II (D). 

c. Notification of no activity. States Parties with no imports or acquisitions of 
conventional weapons through national production during the preceding calendar year 
shall so report to the depositary as soon as possible, but no later than June 15. Reporting 
pursuant to this paragraph shall be in the for Annex II (A) and (B). 

Article V 

Information from other States

Any State that is not a member of the Organization of American States may contribute to 
the objective of this Convention by providing information annually to the depositary on its 
exports of conventional weapons to the States Parties to this Convention. Such 
information may identify the importing State, and the quantity and type of any conventional 
weapons exported, and may also include any additional pertinent information, such as 
designation and model of the conventional weapons.

Article VI

Consultations

States Parties may consult on information provided pursuant to this Convention.
Article VII

Application and Interpretation

Any disagreement that may arise with respect to the application or interpretation of this 
Convention shall be resolved by any means of peaceful settlement decided upon by the 
States Parties involved, which undertake to cooperate to this end.

Article VIII

Conferences of the States Parties

After seven years from the date of entry into force of this Convention, and upon the 
proposal by a majority of the States Parties, the depositary shall convene a conference of 
the States Parties. The purpose of such conference, and of any subsequent conferences, 
would be to examine the functioning and application of this Convention, and to consider 
further transparency measures consistent with the objective of this Convention, including 
modifications, pursuant to Article XI, to the categories of conventional weapons in Annex I. 

Article IX

Signature

This Convention is open for signature by all Member States of the Organization of 



American States.
Article X

Entry into Force

This Convention shall enter into force on the 30th day following the date of deposit with the 
General Secretariat of the Organization of American States of the sixth instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession by a member state of the Organization of 
American States. Thereafter, the Convention shall enter into force for any other Member 
State of the Organization of American States on the 30th day following the date of deposit 
by such State of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession.

Article XI

Amendments

Any State Party may submit to the depositary a proposal to amend this Convention. The 
depositary shall circulate any such proposal to all States Parties. Upon the request of a 
majority of the States Parties, the depositary shall, no sooner than 60 days from the date 
of such request, convene a conference of the States Parties to consider the proposed 
amendment. An amendment shall be adopted upon approval by two thirds of the States 
Parties present at the conference. Any amendment so adopted shall enter into force for the 
States ratifying, accepting, approving, or acceding to it 30 days after two thirds of the 
States Parties have deposited their respective instruments of ratification, acceptance, or 
approval of the amendment, or of accession thereto. Thereafter, such an amendment shall 
enter into force for any other State Party on the 30th day after that State Party deposits its 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, or approval of the amendment, or of accession 
thereto.

Article XII

Duration and Denunciation

This Convention shall remain in force indefinitely, but any State Party may denounce it. 
The instrument of denunciation shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States. After 12 months from the date of deposit of the 
instrument of denunciation, the Convention shall no longer be in force for the denouncing 
State, but shall remain in force for the other States Parties. 

Article XIII

Reservations

States Parties may, at the time of adoption, signature, ratification, acceptance, approval, or 
accession, make reservations to this Convention, provided that such reservations are not 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and that they concern one or 
more specific provisions thereof.

Article XIV

Depositary

1. The depositary of this Convention is the General Secretariat of the Organization of 
American States.

2. Upon receipt of information provided by a State Party pursuant to Article III or IV of this 



Convention, the depositary shall promptly transmit such information to all States Parties.

3. The depositary shall provide to States Parties a consolidated annual report of the 
information provided pursuant to this Convention.

4. The depositary shall notify the States Parties of any proposals received for convening a 
conference of the States Parties pursuant to Article VIII.

5. The depositary shall receive and distribute to the States Parties any information 
submitted pursuant to Article V.

Article XV

Deposit of the Convention

The original instrument of this Convention, the English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish 
texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the depositary, which shall 
forward an authenticated copy of its text to the Secretariat of the United Nations for 
registration and publication, in accordance with Article 102 of the United Nations Charter. 
The depositary shall notify the Member States of the Organization of American States of 
signatures, of deposits of instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval, accession, or 
denunciation, and of reservations, if any.

Annex I

The list of conventional weapons covered by this Convention is set forth below. Such list is 
based on the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

In accordance with the Article I, this annex is an integral part of this Convention. Any 
changes to this Annex shall be adopted in conformity with the amendment procedure 
stipulated in Article XI.

I. Battle tanks

Tracked or wheeled self-propelled armored fighting vehicles with high cross-country 
mobility and a high level of self-protection, weighing at least 16.5 metric tons unladen 
weight, with a high muzzle velocity direct fire main gun of at least 75 millimeters caliber.

II. Armored combat vehicles

Tracked, semi-tracked, or wheeled self-propelled vehicles, with armored protection and 
cross-country capability, either: (A) designed and equipped to transport a squad of four or 
more infantrymen, or (B) armed with an integral or organic weapon of at least 12.5 
millimeters caliber or a missile launcher.

III. Large caliber artillery systems

Guns, howitzers, artillery pieces combining the characteristics of a gun or a howitzer, 
mortars, or multiple-launch rocket systems, capable of engaging surface targets by 
delivering primarily indirect fire, with a caliber of 100 millimeters and above.

IV. Combat aircraft

Fixed-wing or variable-geometry wing aircraft designed, equipped, or modified to engage 



targets by employing guided missiles, unguided rockets, bombs, guns, cannons, or other 
weapons of destruction, including versions of these aircraft which perform specialized 
electronic warfare, suppression of air defense, or reconnaissance missions. The term 
"combat aircraft" does not include primary trainer aircraft, unless designed, equipped, or 
modified as described above.

V. Attack helicopters

Rotary-wing aircraft designed, equipped, or modified to engage targets by employing 
guided or unguided anti-armor, air-to-surface, air-to-subsurface, or air-to-air weapons and 
equipped with an integrated fire control and aiming system for these weapons, including 
versions of these aircraft which perform specialized reconnaissance or electronic warfare 
missions.

VI. Warships

Vessels or submarines armed and equipped for military use with a standard displacement 
of 750 metric tons or above, and those with a standard displacement of less than 750 
metric tons, equipped for launching missiles with a range of at least 25 kilometers or 
torpedoes with similar range.

VII. Missiles and missile launchers

Guided or unguided rockets, ballistic or cruise missiles capable of delivering a warhead or 
weapon of destruction to a range of at least 25 kilometers, and means designed or 
modified specifically for launching such missiles or rockets, if not covered by categories I 
through VI. This category: 

a. Also includes remotely-piloted vehicles with the characteristics for missiles as defined 
above;

b. Does not include ground-to-air missiles. 



Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
Opened for signature at London, Moscow and Washington: 1 July 1968 

Entered into force: 5 March 1970 

Depositary Governments: Russian Federation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and 
United States of America 

The States concluding this Treaty, hereinafter referred to as the "Parties to the Treaty",

Considering the devastation that would be visited upon all mankind by a nuclear war and 
the consequent need to make every effort to avert the danger of such a war and to take 
measures to safeguard the security of peoples,

Believing that the proliferation of nuclear weapons would seriously enhance the danger of 
nuclear war,

In conformity with resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly calling for the 
conclusion of an agreement on the prevention of wider dissemination of nuclear weapons,

Undertaking to co-operate in facilitating the application of International Atomic Energy 
Agency safeguards on peaceful nuclear activities,

Expressing their support for research, development and other efforts to further the 
application, within the framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards 
system, of the principle of safeguarding effectively the flow of source and special 
fissionable materials by use of instruments and other techniques at certain strategic points,

Affirming the principle that the benefits of peaceful applications of nuclear technology, 
including any technological by-products which may be derived by nuclear-weapon States 
from the development of nuclear explosive devices, should be available for peaceful 
purposes to all Parties to the Treaty, whether nuclear-weapon or non-nuclear-weapon 
States,

Convinced that, in furtherance of this principle, all Parties to the Treaty are entitled to 
participate in the fullest possible exchange of scientific information for, and to contribute 
alone or in co-operation with other States to, the further development of the applications of 
atomic energy for peaceful purposes,

Declaring their intention to achieve at the earliest possible date the cessation of the 
nuclear arms race and to undertake effective measures in the direction of nuclear 
disarmament,

Urging the co-operation of all States in the attainment of this objective,

Recalling the determination expressed by the Parties to the 1963 Treaty banning nuclear 
weapons tests in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water in its Preamble to seek 
to achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all time and to 



continue negotiations to this end,

Desiring to further the easing of international tension and the strengthening of trust 
between States in order to facilitate the cessation of the manufacture of nuclear weapons, 
the liquidation of all their existing stockpiles, and the elimination from national arsenals of 
nuclear weapons and the means of their delivery pursuant to a Treaty on general and 
complete disarmament under strict and effective international control,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, States must refrain in 
their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes 
of the United Nations, and that the establishment and maintenance of international peace 
and security are to be promoted with the least diversion for armaments of the world's 
human and economic resources,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

Each nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes not to transfer to any recipient 
whatsoever nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices or control over such 
weapons or explosive devices directly, or indirectly; and not in any way to assist, 
encourage, or induce any non-nuclear-weapon State to manufacture or otherwise acquire 
nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, or control over such weapons or 
explosive devices.

Article II

Each non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes not to receive the transfer 
from any transferor whatsoever of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices or 
of control over such weapons or explosive devices directly, or indirectly; not to 
manufacture or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices; 
and not to seek or receive any assistance in the manufacture of nuclear weapons or other 
nuclear explosive devices.

Article III

1. Each non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes to accept safeguards, 
as set forth in an agreement to be negotiated and concluded with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in accordance with the Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
and the Agency's safeguards system, for the exclusive purpose of verification of the 
fulfilment of its obligations assumed under this Treaty with a view to preventing diversion of 
nuclear energy from peaceful uses to nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. 
Procedures for the safeguards required by this Article shall be followed with respect to 
source or special fissionable material whether it is being produced, processed or used in 
any principal nuclear facility or is outside any such facility. The safeguards required by this 
Article shall be applied on all source or special fissionable material in all peaceful nuclear 
activities within the territory of such State, under its jurisdiction, or carried out under its 
control anywhere.

2. Each State Party to the Treaty undertakes not to provide: (a) source or special 
fissionable material, or (b) equipment or material especially designed or prepared for the 
processing, use or production of special fissionable material, to any non-nuclear-weapon 
State for peaceful purposes, unless the source or special fissionable material shall be 
subject to the safeguards required by this Article.



3. The safeguards required by this Article shall be implemented in a manner designed to 
comply with Article IV of this Treaty, and to avoid hampering the economic or technological 
development of the Parties or international co-operation in the field of peaceful nuclear 
activities, including the international exchange of nuclear material and equipment for the 
processing, use or production of nuclear material for peaceful purposes in accordance with 
the provisions of this Article and the principle of safeguarding set forth in the Preamble of 
the Treaty.

4. Non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty shall conclude agreements with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency to meet the requirements of this Article either 
individually or together with other States in accordance with the Statute of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. Negotiation of such agreements shall commence within 180 days 
from the original entry into force of this Treaty. For States depositing their instruments of 
ratification or accession after the 180-day period, negotiation of such agreements shall 
commence not later than the date of such deposit. Such agreements shall enter into force 
not later than eighteen months after the date of initiation of negotiations.

Article IV

1. Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as affecting the inalienable right of all the 
Parties to the Treaty to develop research, production and use of nuclear energy for 
peaceful purposes without discrimination and in conformity with Articles I and II of this 
Treaty.

2. All the Parties to the Treaty undertake to facilitate, and have the right to participate in, 
the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological 
information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Parties to the Treaty in a position to do 
so shall also co-operate in contributing alone or together with other States or international 
organizations to the further development of the applications of nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes, especially in the territories of non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty, 
with due consideration for the needs of the developing areas of the world.

Article V

Each Party to the Treaty undertakes to take appropriate measures to ensure that, in 
accordance with this Treaty, under appropriate international observation and through 
appropriate international procedures, potential benefits from any peaceful applications of 
nuclear explosions will be made available to non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the 
Treaty on a non-discriminatory basis and that the charge to such Parties for the explosive 
devices used will be as low as possible and exclude any charge for research and 
development. Non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty shall be able to obtain such 
benefits, pursuant to a special international agreement or agreements, through an 
appropriate international body with adequate representation of non-nuclear-weapon 
States. Negotiations on this subject shall commence as soon as possible after the Treaty 
enters into force. Non-nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty so desiring may also 
obtain such benefits pursuant to bilateral agreements.

Article VI

Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith on 
effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to 
nuclear disarmament, and on a treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict 
and effective international control.



Article VII

Nothing in this Treaty affects the right of any group of States to conclude regional treaties 
in order to assure the total absence of nuclear weapons in their respective territories.

Article VIII

1. Any Party to the Treaty may propose amendments to this Treaty. The text of any 
proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Depositary Governments which shall 
circulate it to all Parties to the Treaty. Thereupon, if requested to do so by one-third or 
more of the Parties to the Treaty, the Depositary Governments shall convene a 
conference, to which they shall invite all the Parties to the Treaty, to consider such an 
amendment.

2. Any amendment to this Treaty must be approved by a majority of the votes of all the 
Parties to the Treaty, including the votes of all nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty 
and all other Parties which, on the date the amendment is circulated, are members of the 
Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency. The amendment shall 
enter into force for each Party that deposits its instrument of ratification of the amendment 
upon the deposit of such instruments of ratification by a majority of all the Parties, 
including the instruments of ratification of all nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty 
and all other Parties which, on the date the amendment is circulated, are members of the 
Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency. Thereafter, it shall enter 
into force for any other Party upon the deposit of its instrument of ratification of the 
amendment.

3. Five years after the entry into force of this Treaty, a conference of Parties to the Treaty 
shall be held in Geneva, Switzerland, in order to review the operation of this Treaty with a 
view to assuring that the purposes of the Preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are 
being realised. At intervals of five years thereafter, a majority of the Parties to the Treaty 
may obtain, by submitting a proposal to this effect to the Depositary Governments, the 
convening of further conferences with the same objective of reviewing the operation of the 
Treaty.

Article IX

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not sign the 
Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article may accede 
to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of ratification 
and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America, which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force after its ratification by the States, the Governments of 
which are designated Depositaries of the Treaty, and forty other States signatory to this 
Treaty and the deposit of their instruments of ratification. For the purposes of this Treaty, a 
nuclear-weapon State is one which has manufactured and exploded a nuclear weapon or 
other nuclear explosive device prior to 1 January 1967.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to 
the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their 



instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of 
the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or of 
accession, the date of the entry into force of this Treaty, and the date of receipt of any 
requests for convening a conference or other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to Article 102 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article X

1. Each Party shall in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to withdraw from 
the Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this 
Treaty, have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice of such 
withdrawal to all other Parties to the Treaty and to the United Nations Security Council 
three months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the extraordinary events 
it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.*

2. Twenty-five years after the entry into force of the Treaty, a conference shall be 
convened to decide whether the Treaty shall continue in force indefinitely, or shall be 
extended for an additional fixed period or periods. This decision shall be taken by a 
majority of the Parties to the Treaty.

Article XI

This Treaty, the English, Russian, French, Spanish and Chinese texts of which are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified 
copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the 
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

* On 11 May 1995, in accordance with article X, paragraph 2, the Review and Extension 
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
decided that the Treaty should continue in force indefinitely. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty.

DONE in triplicate, at the cities of London, Moscow and Washington, the first day of July, 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight. 



Treaty on Open Skies
Opened for signature at Helsinki: 24 March 1992

Entered into force: 1 January 2002

Depositary Governments: Canada and Hungary

The States concluding this Treaty, hereinafter referred to collectively as the States Parties 
or individually 
as a State Party,

Recalling the commitments they have made in the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe to promoting greater openness and transparency in their military 
activities and to enhancing security by means of confidence- and security-building 
measures, 

Welcoming the historic events in Europe which have transformed the security situation 
from Vancouver
to Vladivostok, 

Wishing to contribute to the further development and strengthening of peace, stability and 
co-operative security in that area by the creation of an Open Skies regime for aerial 
observation,

Recognizing the potential contribution which an aerial observation regime of this type 
could make to security and stability in other regions as well, 

Noting the possibility of employing such a regime to improve openness and transparency, 
to facilitate the monitoring of compliance with existing or future arms control agreements 
and to strengthen the capacity for 
conflict prevention and crisis management in the framework of the Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe and in other relevant international institutions,

Envisaging the possible extension of the Open Skies regime into additional fields, such as 
the protection 
of the environment,

Seeking to establish agreed procedures to provide for aerial observation of all the 
territories of States 
Parties, with the intent of observing a single State Party or groups of States Parties, on the 
basis of equity and effectiveness while maintaining flight safety,

Noting that the operation of such an Open Skies regime will be without prejudice to States 
not 
participating in it,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS



1. This Treaty establishes the regime, to be known as the Open Skies regime, for the 
conduct of observation flights by States Parties over the territories of other States Parties, 
and sets forth the rights and obligations of the States Parties relating thereto.

2. Each of the Annexes and their related Appendices constitutes an integral part of this 
Treaty.

Article II
DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this Treaty:

1. The term "observed Party" means the State Party or group of States Parties over whose 
territory 
an observation flight is conducted or is intended to be conducted, from the time it has 
received notification 
thereof from an observing Party until completion of the procedures relating to that flight, or 
personnel acting on behalf of that State Party or group of States Parties.

2. The term "observing Party" means the State Party or group of States Parties that 
intends to 
conduct or conducts an observation flight over the territory of another State Party or group 
of States Parties, 
from the time that it has provided notification of its intention to conduct an observation 
flight until completion 
of the procedures relating to that flight, or personnel acting on behalf of that State Party or 
group of States 
Parties.

3. The term "group of States Parties" means two or more States Parties that have agreed 
to form a group for the purposes of this Treaty.

4. The term "observation aircraft" means an unarmed, fixed wing aircraft designated to 
make observation flights, registered by the relevant authorities of a State Party and 
equipped with agreed sensors. 
The term "unarmed" means that the observation aircraft used for the purposes of this 
Treaty is not equipped to carry and employ weapons.

5. The term "observation flight" means the flight of the observation aircraft conducted by 
an 
observing Party over the territory of an observed Party, as provided in the flight plan, from 
the point of entry or Open Skies airfield to the point of exit or Open Skies airfield.

6. The term "transit flight" means a flight of an observation aircraft or transport aircraft 
conducted 
by or on behalf of an observing Party over the territory of a third State Party enroute to or 
from the territory of
the observed Party.

7. The term "transport aircraft" means an aircraft other than an observation aircraft that, on 
behalf 
of the observing Party, conducts flights to or from the territory of the observed Party 
exclusively for the purposes 



of this Treaty.

8. The term "territory" means the land, including islands, and internal and territorial waters, 
over 
which a State Party exercises sovereignty. 

9. The term "passive quota" means the number of observation flights that each State Party 
is 
obliged to accept as an observed Party.

10. The term "active quota" means the number of observation flights that each State Party 
has 
the right to conduct as an observing Party.

11. The term "maximum flight distance" means the maximum distance over the territory of 
the 
observed Party from the point at which the observation flight may commence to the point 
at which that flight 
may terminate, as specified in Annex A to this Treaty.

12. The term "sensor" means equipment of a category specified in Article IV, paragraph 1 
that is installed on an observation aircraft for use during the conduct of observation flights. 

13. The term "ground resolution" means the minimum distance on the ground between two 
closely located objects distinguishable as separate objects.

14. The term "infra-red line-scanning device" means a sensor capable of receiving and 
visualizing thermal electro-magnetic radiation emitted in the invisible infra-red part of the 
optical spectrum by objects 
due to their temperature and in the absence of artificial illumination.

15. The term "observation period" means a specified period of time during an observation 
flight 
when a particular sensor installed on the observation aircraft is operating.

16. The term "flight crew" means individuals from any State Party who may include, if the 
State 
Party so decides, interpreters and who perform duties associated with the operation or 
servicing of an observation aircraft or transport aircraft.

17. The term "pilot-in-command" means the pilot on board the observation aircraft who is 
responsible for the operation of the observation aircraft, the execution of the flight plan, 
and the safety of the observation aircraft.

18. The term "flight monitor" means an individual who, on behalf of the observed Party, is 
on 
board an observation aircraft provided by the observing Party during the observation flight 
and who performs 
duties in accordance with Annex G to this Treaty.

19. The term "flight representative" means an individual who, on behalf of the observing 
Party, 



is on board an observation aircraft provided by the observed Party during an observation 
flight and who performs duties in accordance with Annex G to this Treaty.

20. The term "representative" means an individual who has been designated by the 
observing Party 
and who performs activities on behalf of the observing Party in accordance with Annex G 
during an observation flight on an observation aircraft designated by a State Party other 
than the observing Party or the observed Party.

21. The term "sensor operator" means an individual from any State Party who performs 
duties 
associated with the functioning, operation and maintenance of the sensors of an 
observation aircraft.

22. The term "inspector" means an individual from any State Party who conducts an 
inspection of sensors or observation aircraft of another State Party. 

23. The term "escort" means an individual from any State Party who accompanies the 
inspectors of another State Party. 

24. The term "mission plan" means a document, which is in a format established by the 
Open Skies Consultative Commission, presented by the observing Party that contains the 
route, profile, order of execution 
and support required to conduct the observation flight, which is to be agreed upon with the 
observed Party and which will form the basis for the elaboration of the flight plan. 

25. The term "flight plan" means a document elaborated on the basis of the agreed 
mission plan in 
the format and with the content specified by the International Civil Aviation Organization, 
hereinafter referred 
to as the ICAO, which is presented to the air traffic control authorities and on the basis of 
which the observation flight will be conducted.

26. The term "mission report" means a document describing an observation flight 
completed after its termination by the observing Party and signed by both the observing 
and observed Parties, which is in a format established by the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission.

27. The term "Open Skies airfield" means an airfield designated by the observed Party as 
a point 
where an observation flight may commence or terminate.

28. The term "point of entry" means a point designated by the observed Party for the 
arrival of 
personnel of the observing Party on the territory of the observed Party.

29. The term "point of exit" means a point designated by the observed Party for departure 
of 
personnel of the observing Party from the territory of the observed Party.

30. The term "refuelling airfield" means an airfield designated by the observed Party used 
for fuelling and servicing of observation aircraft and transport aircraft.



31. The term "alternate airfield" means an airfield specified in the flight plan to which an 
observation aircraft or transport aircraft may proceed when it becomes inadvisable to land 
at the airfield of intended landing.

32. The term "hazardous airspace" means the prohibited areas, restricted areas and 
danger areas, 
defined on the basis of Annex 2 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation, that are 
established in accordance with Annex 15 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation 
in the interests of flight safety, 
public safety and environmental protection and about which information is provided in 
accordance with ICAO provisions. 

33. The term "prohibited area" means an airspace of defined dimensions, above the 
territory of a 
State Party, within which the flight of aircraft is prohibited.

34. The term "restricted area" means an airspace of defined dimensions, above the 
territory of a State Party, within which the flight of aircraft is restricted in accordance with 
specified conditions.

35. The term "danger area" means an airspace of defined dimensions within which 
activities dangerous to the flight of aircraft may exist at specified times.

Article III
QUOTAS

Section I. General provisions

1. Each State Party shall have the right to conduct observation flights in accordance with 
the provisions of this Treaty.

2. Each State Party shall be obliged to accept observation flights over its territory in 
accordance 
with the provisions of this Treaty.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to conduct a number of observation flights over the 

territory of any other State Party equal to the number of observation flights which that other 
State Party has the right to conduct over it.

4. The total number of observation flights that each State Party is obliged to accept over its 

territory is the total passive quota for that State Party. The allocation of the total passive 
quota to the States 
Parties is set forth in Annex A, Section I to this Treaty.

5. The number of observation flights that a State Party shall have the right to conduct each 
year 
over the territory of each of the other States Parties is the individual active quota of that 
State Party with 
respect to that other State Party. The sum of the individual active quotas is the total active 
quota of that State Party. The total active quota of a State Party shall not exceed its total 



passive quota.

6. The first distribution of active quotas is set forth in Annex A, Section II to this Treaty.

7. After entry into force of this Treaty, the distribution of active quotas shall be subject to an 

annual review for the following calendar year within the framework of the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission.
In the event that it is not possible during the annual review to arrive within three weeks at 
agreement on the distribution of active quotas with respect to a particular State Party, the 
previous year's distribution of active 
quotas with respect to that State Party shall remain unchanged.

8. Except as provided for by the provisions of Article VIII, each observation flight 
conducted by a 
State Party shall be counted against the individual and total active quotas of that State 
Party.

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 3 and 5 of this Section, a State Party to 
which an active quota has been distributed may, by agreement with the State Party to be 
overflown, transfer a part or all 
of its total active quota to other States Parties and shall promptly notify all other States 
Parties and the Open 
Skies Consultative Commission thereof. Paragraph 10 of this Section shall apply.

10. No State Party shall conduct more observation flights over the territory of another State 
Party 
than a number equal to 50 per cent, rounded up to the nearest whole number, of its own 
total active quota, 
or of the total passive quota of that other State Party, whichever is less.

11. The maximum flight distances of observation flights over the territories of the States 
Parties 
are set forth in Annex A, Section III to this Treaty.

Section II. Provisions for a group of States Parties

1. (A) Without prejudice to their rights and obligations under this Treaty, two or more States 
Parties 
which hold quotas may form a group of States Parties at signature of this Treaty and 
thereafter. For a group of States Parties formed after signature of this Treaty, the 
provisions of this Section shall apply no earlier than six months after giving notice to all 
other States Parties, and subject to the provisions of paragraph 6 of this Section.

(B) A group of States Parties shall co-operate with regard to active and passive quotas in 
accordance with the provisions of either paragraph 2 or 3 of this Section.

2. (A) The members of a group of States Parties shall have the right to redistribute 
amongst themselves their active quotas for the current year, while retaining their individual 
passive quotas. Notification of the redistribution shall be made immmediately to all third 
States Parties concerned.

(B) An observation flight shall count as many observation flights against the individual and 



total 
active quotas of the observing Party as observed Parties belonging to the group are 
overflown. It shall count 
one observation flight against the total passive quota of each observed Party.

(C) Each State Party in respect of which one or more members of a group of States 
Parties hold 
active quotas shall have the right to conduct over the territory of any member of the group 
50 per cent more observation flights, rounded up to the nearest whole number, than its 
individual active quota in respect of that member of the group or to conduct two such 
overflights if it holds no active quota in respect of that member 
of the group.

(D) In the event that it exercises this right the State Party concerned shall reduce its active 
quotas in respect of other members of the group in such a way that the total sum of 
observation flights it conducts over 
their territories shall not exceed the sum of the individual active quotas that the State Party 
holds in respect of 
all the members of the group in the current year.

(E) The maximum flight distances of observation flights over the territories of each member 
of the 
group shall apply. In case of an observation flight conducted over several members, after 
completion of the maximum flight distance for one member all sensors shall be switched 
off until the observation aircraft reaches
the point over the territory of the next member of the group of States Parties where the 
observation flight is 
planned to begin. For such follow-on observation flight the maximum flight distance related 
to the Open Skies airfield nearest to this point shall apply.

3. (A) A group of States Parties shall, at its request, be entitled to a common total passive 
quota which shall be allocated to it and common individual and total active quotas shall be 
distributed in respect of it. 

(B) In this case, the total passive quota is the total number of observation flights that the 
group of 
States Parties is obliged to accept each year. The total active quota is the sum of the 
number of observation
flights that the group of States Parties has the right to conduct each year. Its total active 
quota shall not 
exceed the total passive quota.

(C) An observation flight resulting from the total active quota of the group of States Parties 
shall be carried out on behalf of the group.

(D) Observation flights that a group of States Parties is obliged to accept may be 
conducted over the territory of one or more of its members.

(E) The maximum flight distances of each group of States Parties shall be specified 
pursuant to 
Annex A, Section III and Open Skies airfields shall be designated pursuant to Annex E to 
this Treaty.



4. In accordance with the general principles set out in Article X, paragraph 3, any third 
State Party 
that considers its rights under the provisions of Section I, paragraph 3 of this Article to be 
unduly restricted 
by the operation of a group of States Parties may raise this problem before the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission.

5. The group of States Parties shall ensure that procedures are established allowing for 
the 
conduct of observation flights over the territories of its members during one single mission, 
including refuelling 
if necessary. In the case of a group of States Parties established pursuant to paragraph 3 
of this Section, such observation flights shall not exceed the maximum flight distance 
applicable to the Open Skies airfields at 
which the observation flights commence.

6. No earlier than six months after notification of the decision has been provided to all 
other States Parties:

(A) a group of States Parties established pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this 
Section 
may be transformed into a group of States Parties pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 
3 of this Section;

(B) a group of States Parties established pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this 
Section 
may be transformed into a group of States Parties pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 
2 of this Section;

(C) a State Party may withdraw from a group of States Parties; or 

(D) a group of States Parties may admit further States Parties which hold quotas. 

7. Following entry into force of this Treaty, changes in the allocation or distribution of 
quotas 
resulting from the establishment of or an admission to or a withdrawal from a group of 
States Parties according 
to paragraph 3 of this Section shall become effective on 1 January following the first 
annual review within the 
Open Skies Consultative Commission occurring after the six-month notification period. 
When necessary, new 
Open Skies airfields shall be designated and maximum flight distances established 
accordingly.

Article IV
SENSORS

1. Except as otherwise provided for in paragraph 3 of this Article, observation aircraft shall 
be equipped with sensors only from amongst the following categories:

(A) optical panoramic and framing cameras;



(B) video cameras with real-time display;

(C) infra-red line-scanning devices; and

(D) sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar.

2. A State Party may use, for the purposes of conducting observation flights, any of the 
sensors specified in paragraph 1 above, provided that such sensors are commercially 
available to all States Parties, 
subject to the following performance limits:

(A) in the case of optical panoramic and framing cameras, a ground resolution of no better 
than 30 centimetres at the minimum height above ground level determined in accordance 
with the provisions of Annex D, Appendix 1, obtained from no more than one panoramic 
camera, one vertically-mounted framing camera and two obliquely-mounted framing 
cameras, one on each side of the aircraft, providing coverage, which need not be 
continuous, of the ground up to 50 kilometres of each side of the flight path of the aircraft;

(B) in the case of video cameras, a ground resolution of no better than 30 centimetres 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Annex D, Appendix 1; 

(C) in the case of infra-red line-scanning devices, a ground resolution of no better than 50 
centimetres 
at the minimum height above ground level determined in accordance with the provisions of 
Annex D, Appendix 1, obtained from a single device; and 

(D) in the case of sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar, a ground resolution of no 
better than 
three metres calculated by the impulse response method, which, using the object 
separation method, corresponds 
to the ability to distinguish on a radar image two corner reflectors, the distance between 
the centres of which is 
no less than five metres, over a swath width of no more than 25 kilometres, obtained from 
a single radar unit capable of looking from either side of the aircraft, but not both 
simultaneously.

3. The introduction of additional categories and improvements to the capabilities of existing 

categories of sensors provided for in this Article shall be addressed by the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission pursuant to Article X of this Treaty.

4. All sensors shall be provided with aperture covers or other devices which inhibit the 
operation 
of sensors so as to prevent collection of data during transit flights or flights to points of 
entry or from points of 
exit over the territory of the observed Party. Such covers or such other devices shall be 
removable or operable 
only from outside the observation aircraft.

5. Equipment that is capable of annotating data collected by sensors in accordance with 
Annex B, Section II shall be allowed on observation aircraft. The State Party providing the 
observation aircraft for an observation flight shall annotate the data collected by sensors 



with the information provided for in Annex B, 
Section II to this Treaty.

6. Equipment that is capable of displaying data collected by sensors in real-time shall be 
allowed 
on observation aircraft for the purposes of monitoring the functioning and operation of the 
sensors during the 
conduct of an observation flight.

7. Except as required for the operation of the agreed sensors, or as required for the 
operation of the observation aircraft, or as provided for in paragraphs 5 and 6 of this 
Article, the collection, processing, retransmission or recording of electronic signals from 
electro-magnetic waves are prohibited on board the observation aircraft and equipment for 
such operations shall not be on that observation aircraft.

8. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the 
observing 
Party shall have the right to use an observation aircraft equipped with sensors in each 
sensor category that 
do not exceed the capability specified in paragraph 2 of this Article.

9. In the event that the observation aircraft used for an observation flight is provided by the 

observed Party, the observed Party shall be obliged to provide an observation aircraft 
equipped with sensors 
from each sensor category specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, at the maximum 
capability and in the numbers specified in paragraph 2 of this Article, subject to the 
provisions of Article XVIII, Section II, unless otherwise agreed by the observing and 
observed Parties. The package and configuration of such sensors shall be installed 
in such a way so as to provide coverage of the ground provided for in paragraph 2 of this 
Article. In the event 
that the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the latter shall provide a 
sideways-looking 
synthetic aperture radar with a ground resolution of no worse than six metres, determined 
by the object 
separation method.

10. When designating an aircraft as an observation aircraft pursuant to Article V of this 
Treaty, each State Party shall inform all other States Parties of the technical information on 
each sensor installed on such 
aircraft as provided for in Annex B to this Treaty.

11. Each State Party shall have the right to take part in the certification of sensors installed 
on observation aircraft in accordance with the provisions of Annex D. No observation 
aircraft of a given type 
shall be used for observation flights until such type of observation aircraft and its sensors 
has been certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to this Treaty.

12. A State Party designating an aircraft as an observation aircraft shall, upon 90-day prior 
notice 
to all other States Parties and subject to the provisions of Annex D to this Treaty, have the 
right to remove, 



replace or add sensors, or amend the technical information it has provided in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 10 of this Article and Annex B to this Treaty. Replacement 
and additional sensors shall be subject to certification in accordance with the provisions of 
Annex D to this Treaty prior to their use during an observation flight.

13. In the event that a State Party or group of States Parties, based on experience with 
using a 
particular observation aircraft, considers that any sensor or its associated equipment 
installed on an aircraft 
does not correspond to those certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D, the 
interested States 
Parties shall notify all other States Parties of their concern. The State Party that 
designated the aircraft shall:

(A) take the steps necessary to ensure that the sensor and its associated equipment 
installed on the observation aircraft correspond to those certified in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex D, including, as necessary, repair, adjustment or replacement of the 
particular sensor or its associated equipment; and

(B) at the request of an interested State Party, by means of a demonstration flight set up in 
connection with the next time that the aforementioned observation aircraft is used, in 
accordance with the provisions of 
Annex F, demonstrate that the sensor and its associated equipment installed on the 
observation aircraft 
correspond to those certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex O. Other States 
Parties that express concern regarding a sensor and its associated equipment installed on 
an observation aircraft shall have the right to send personnel to participate in such a 
demonstration flight. 

14. In the event that, after the steps referred to in paragraph 13 of this Article have been 
taken, the States Parties remain concerned as to whether a sensor or its associated 
equipment installed on an observation aircraft correspond to those certified in accordance 
with the provisions of Annex D, the issue may be referred 
to the Open Skies Consultative Commission.

Article V
AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION

1. Each State Party shall have the right to designate as observation aircraft one or more 
types 
or models of aircraft registered by the relevant authorities of a State Party.

2. Each State Party shall have the right to designate types or models of aircraft as 
observation 
aircraft or add new types or models of aircraft to those designated earlier by it, provided 
that it notifies all other States Parties 30 days in advance thereof. The notification of the 
designation of aircraft of a type or model shall contain the information specified in Annex C 
to this Treaty.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to delete types or models of aircraft designated 
earlier by it, provided that it notifies all other States Parties 90 days in advance thereof.

4. Only one exemplar of a particular type and model of aircraft with an identical set of 



associated sensors shall be required to be offered for certification in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex D to this 
Treaty.

5. Each observation aircraft shall be capable of carrying the flight crew and the personnel 
specified 
in Article VI, Section III.

Article VI
CHOICE OF OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT, GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR THE CONDUCT 

OF OBSERVATION FLIGHTS, AND REQUIREMENTS FOR MISSION PLANNING
Section I. Choice of observation aircraft and general provisions for the conduct of  

observation flights

1. Observation flights shall be conducted using observation aircraft that have been 
designated by a State Party pursuant to Article V. Unless the observed Party exercises its 
right to provide an observation aircraft that it has itself designated, the observing Party 
shall have the right to provide the observation aircraft. In the 
event that the observing Party provides the observation aircraft, it shall have the right to 
provide an aircraft 
that it has itself designated or an aircraft designated by another State Party. In the event 
that the observed Party provides the observation aircraft, the observing Party shall have 
the right to be provided with an aircraft capable 
of achieving a minimum unrefuelled range, including the necessary fuel reserves, 
equivalent to one-half of the 
flight distance, as notified in accordance with paragraph 5, subparagraph(G) of this 
Section.

2. Each State Party shall have the right, pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Section, to use an 
observation aircraft designated by another State Party for observation flights. 
Arrangements for the use of such aircraft shall be worked out by the States Parties 
involved to allow for active participation in the Open Skies 
regime.

3. States Parties having the right to conduct observation flights may co-ordinate their plans 
for conducting observation flights in accordance with Annex H to this Treaty. No State 
Party shall be obliged to 
accept more than one observation flight at any one time during the 96-hour period 
specified in paragraph 9 of 
this Section, unless that State Party has requested a demonstration flight pursuant to 
Annex F to this Treaty. 
In that case, the observed Party shall be obliged to accept an overlap for the observation 
flights of up to 24 hours. After having been notified of the results of the co-ordination of 
plans to conduct observation flights, each State Party over whose territory observation 
flights are to be conducted shall inform other States Parties, in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex H, whether it will exercise, with regard to each specific observation 
flight, its right
to provide its own observation aircraft.

4. No later than 90 days after signature of this Treaty, each State Party shall provide 
notification 
to all other States Parties:



(A) of the standing diplomatic clearance number for Open Skies observation flights, flights 
of 
transport aircraft and transit flights; and

(B) of which language or languages of the Open Skies Consultative Commission specified 
in Annex L, Section I, paragraph 7 to this Treaty shall be used by personnel for all activities 
associated with the conduct of observation flights over its territory, and for completing the 
mission plan and mission report, unless the language 
to be used is the one recommended in Annex 10 to the Convention on International Civil 
Aviation, Volume II, paragraph 5.2.1.1.2.

5. The observing Party shall notify the observed Party of its intention to conduct an 
observation 
flight, no less than 72 hours prior to the estimated time of arrival of the observing Party at 
the point of entry 
of the observed Party. States Parties providing such notifications shall make every effort to 
avoid using the minimum pre-notification period over weekends. Such notification shall 
include:

(A) the desired point of entry and, if applicable, Open Skies airfield where the observation 
flight shall commence; 

(B) the date and estimated time of arrival of the observing Party at the point of entry and 
the date 
and estimated time of departure for the flight from the point of entry to the Open Skies 
airfield, if applicable, indicating specific accommodation needs;

(C) the location, specified in Annex E, Appendix 1, where the conduct of the pre-flight 
inspection is desired and the date and start time of such pre-flight inspection in 
accordance with the provisions of Annex F;

(D) the mode of transport and, if applicable, type and model of the transport aircraft used 
to travel to the point of entry in the event that the observation aircraft used for the 
observation flight is provided by the observed Party; 

(E) the diplomatic clearance number for the observation flight or for the flight of the 
transport aircraft used to bring the personnel in and out of the territory of the observed 
Party to conduct an observation flight;

(F) the identification of the observation aircraft, as specified in Annex C;

(G) the approximate observation flight distance; and

(H) the names of the personnel, their gender, date and place of birth, passport number and 
issuing State Party, and their function.

6. The observed Party that is notified in accordance with paragraph 5 of this Section shall 
acknowledge receipt of the notification within 24 hours. In the event that the observed 
Party exercises its right to provide the observation aircraft, the acknowledgement shall 
include the information about the observation aircraft specified in paragraph 5, 
subparagraph (F) of this Section. The observing Party shall be permitted to arrive at the 
point of entry at the estimated time of arrival as notified in accordance with paragraph 5 of 



this Section. The estimated time of departure for the flight from the point of entry to the 
Open Skies airfield where the observation flight shall commence and the location, the date 
and the start time of the pre-flight inspection shall be subject to confirmation by the 
observed Party.

7. Personnel of the observing Party may include personnel designated pursuant to Article 
XIII by other States Parties.

8. The observing Party, when notifying the observed Party in accordance with paragraph 5 
of this Section, shall simultaneously notify all other States Parties of its intention to conduct 
the observation flight.

9. The period from the estimated time of arrival at the point of entry until completion of the 
observation flight shall not exceed 96 hours, unless otherwise agreed. In the event that the 
observed Party requests a demonstration flight pursuant to Annex F to the Treaty, it shall 
extend the 96-hour period pursuant to Annex F, Section III, paragraph 4, if additional time 
is required by the observing Party for the unrestricted execution of the mission plan.

10. Upon arrival of the observation aircraft at the point of entry, the observed Party shall 
inspect the covers for sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of 
sensors to confirm that they are in their proper position pursuant to Annex E, unless 
otherwise agreed by all States Parties involved.

11. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, upon the 
arrival of the observation aircraft at the point of entry or at the Open Skies airfield where 
the observation flight commences, the observed Party shall have the right to carry out the 
pre-flight inspection pursuant to Annex F, Section I. In the event that, in accordance with 
paragraph 1 of this Section, an observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the 
observing Party shall have the right to carry out the pre-flight inspection of sensors 
pursuant to Annex F, Section II. Unless otherwise agreed, such inspections shall terminate 
no less than four hours prior to the scheduled commencement of the observation flight set 
forth in the flight plan.

12. The observing Party shall ensure that its flight crew includes at least one individual 
who has the necessary linguistic ability to communicate freely with the personnel of the 
observed Party and its air traffic control authorities in the language or languages notified 
by the observed Party in accordance with paragraph 4 of this Section.

13. The observed Party shall provide the flight crew, upon its arrival at the point of entry or 
at the Open Skies airfield where the observation flight commences, with the most recent 
weather forecast and air navigation information and information on flight safety, including 
Notices to Airmen. Updates of such information shall be provided as requested. Instrument 
procedures, and information about alternate airfields along the flight route, shall be 
provided upon approval of the mission plan in accordance with the requirements of Section 
II of this Article.

14. While conducting observation flights pursuant to this Treaty, all observation aircraft 
shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty and in accordance with 
the approved flight plan. Without prejudice to the provisions of Section II, paragraph 2 of 
this Article, observation flights shall also be conducted in compliance with:

(A) published ICAO standards and recommended practices; and 



(B) published national air traffic control rules, procedures and guidelines on flight safety of 
the State Party whose territory is being overflown.

15. Observation flights shall take priority over any regular air traffic. The observed Party 
shall ensure that its air traffic control authorities facilitate the conduct of observation flights 
in accordance with this Treaty.

16. On board the aircraft the pilot-in-command shall be the sole authority for the safe 
conduct of the flight and shall be responsible for the execution of the flight plan.

17. The observed Party shall provide:

(A) a calibration target suitable for confirming the capability of sensors in accordance with 
the procedures set forth in Annex D, Section III to this Treaty, to be overflown during the 
demonstration flight or the observation flight upon the request of either Party, for each 
sensor that is to be used during the observation flight. The calibration target shall be 
located in the vicinity of the airfield at which the pre-flight inspection is conducted pursuant 
to Annex F to this Treaty;

(B) customary commercial aircraft fuelling and servicing for the observation aircraft or 
transport aircraft at the point of entry, at the Open Skies airfield, at any refuelling airfield, 
and at the point of exit specified in the flight plan, according to the specifications that are 
published about the designated airfield;

(C) meals and the use of accommodation for the personnel of the observing Party; and 

(D) upon the request of the observing Party, further services, as may be agreed upon 
between the observing and observed Parties, to facilitate the conduct of the observation 
flight.

18. All costs involved in the conduct of the observation flight, including the costs of the 
recording media and the processing of the data collected by sensors, shall be reimbursed 
in accordance with Annex L, Section I, paragraph 9 to this Treaty.

19. Prior to the departure of the observation aircraft from the point of exit, the observed 
Party shall confirm that the covers for sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the 
operation of sensors are in their proper position pursuant to Annex E to this Treaty.

20. Unless otherwise agreed, the observing Party shall depart from the point of exit no 
later than 24 hours following completion of the observation flight, unless weather 
conditions or the airworthiness of the observation aircraft or transport aircraft do not 
permit, in which case the flight shall commence as soon as practicable.

21. The observing Party shall compile a mission report of the observation flight using the 
appropriate format developed by the Open Skies Consultative Commission. The mission 
report shall contain pertinent data on the date and time of the observation flight, its route 
and profile, weather conditions, time and eriod for each sensor, the approximate amount of 
data collected by sensors, and the result of inspection of covers for sensor apertures or 
other devices that inhibit the operation of sensors in accordance with Article VII and Annex 
E. The mission report shall be signed by the observing and observed Parties at the point of 
exit and shall be provided by the observing Party to all other States Parties within seven 



days after departure of the observing Party from the point of exit.
Section II. Requirements for mission planning

1. Unless otherwise agreed, the observing Party shall, after arrival at the Open Skies 
airfield, submit to the observed Party a mission plan for the proposed observation flight 
that meets the requirements of paragraphs 2 and 4 of this Section.

2. The mission plan may provide for an observation flight that allows for the observation of 
any point on the entire territory of the observed Party, including areas designated by the 
observed Party as hazardous airspace in the source specified in Annex I. The flight path of 
an observation aircraft shall not be closer than, but shall be allowed up to, ten kilometres 
from the border with an adjacent State that is not a State Party. 

3. The mission plan may provide that the Open Skies airfield where the observation flight 
terminates, as well as the point of exit, may be different from the Open Skies airfield where 
the observation flight commences or the point of entry. The mission plan shall specify, if 
applicable, the commencement time of the observation flight, the desired time and place of 
planned refuelling stops or rest periods, and the time of continuation of the observation 
flight after a refuelling stop or rest period within the 96-hour period specified in Section I, 
paragraph 9 of this Article.

4. The mission plan shall include all information necessary to file the flight plan and shall 
provide that:

(A) the observation flight does not exceed the relevant maximum flight distance as set 
forth in Annex A, Section I; 

(B) the route and profile of the observation flight satisfies observation flight safety 
conditions in conformity with ICAO standards and recommended practices, taking into 
account existing differences in national flight rules, without prejudice to the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of this Section;

(C) the mission plan takes into account information on hazardous airspace, as provided in 
accordance with Annex I;

(D) the height above ground level of the observation aircraft does not permit the observing 
Party to exceed the limitation on ground resolution for each sensor, as set forth in Article 
IV, paragraph 2;

(E) the estimated time of commencement of the observation flight shall be no less than 24 
hours after the submission of the mission plan, unless otherwise agreed;

(F) the observation aircraft flies a direct route between the co-ordinates or navigation fixes 
designated in the mission plan in the declared sequence; and

(G) the flight path does not intersect at the same point more than once, unless otherwise 
agreed, and the observation aircraft does not circle around a single point, unless otherwise 
agreed. The provisions of this subparagraph do not apply for the purposes of taking off, 
flying over calibration targets, or landing by the observation aircraft.

5. In the event that the mission plan filed by the observing Party provides for flights 
through hazardous airspace, the observed Party shall: 



(A) specify the hazard to the observation aircraft;

(B) facilitate the conduct of the observation flight by co-ordination or suppression of the 
activity specified pursuant to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph; or

(C) propose an alternative flight altitude, route, or time.

6. No later than four hours after submission of the mission plan, the observed Party shall 
accept the mission plan or propose changes to it in accordance with Article VIII, Section I, 
paragraph 4 and paragraph 5 of this Section. Such changes shall not preclude observation 
of any point on the entire territory of the observed Party, including areas designated by the 
observed Party as hazardous airspace in the source specified in Annex I to this Treaty. 
Upon agreement, the mission plan shall be signed by the observing and observed Parties. 
In the event that the Parties do not reach agreement on the mission plan within eight hours 
of the submission of the original mission plan, the observing Party shall have the right to 
decline to conduct the observation flight in accordance with the provisions of Article VIII of 
this Treaty.

7. If the planned route of the observation flight approaches the border of other States 
Parties or other States, the observed Party may notify that State or those States of the 
estimated route, date and time of the observation flight.

8. On the basis of the agreed mission plan the State Party providing the observation 
aircraft shall, in co-ordination with the other State Party, file the flight plan immediately, 
which shall have the content specified in Annex 2 to the Convention on International Civil 
Aviation and shall be in the format specified by ICAO Document No. 4444-RAC/501/12, 
"Rules of the Air and Air Traffic Services", as revised or amended.

Section III. Special provisions

1. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the 
observed Party shall have the right to have on board the observation aircraft two flight 
monitors and one interpreter, in addition to one flight monitor for each sensor control 
station on board the observation aircraft, unless otherwise agreed. Flight monitors and 
interpreters shall have the rights and obligations specified in Annex G to this Treaty.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Section, in the event that an observing Party uses 
an observation aircraft which has a maximum take-off gross weight of no more than 
35,000 kilograms for an observation flight distance of no more than 1,500 kilometres as 
notified in accordance with Section I, paragraph 5, subparagraph (G) of this Article, it shall 
be obliged to accept only two flight monitors and one interpreter on board the observation 
aircraft, unless otherwise agreed.

3. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the observed 
Party shall permit the personnel of the observing Party to travel to the point of entry of the 
observed Party in the most expeditious manner. The personnel of the observing Party may 
elect to travel to the point of entry using ground, sea, or air transportation, including 
transportation by an aircraft owned by any State Party. Procedures regarding such travel 
are set forth in Annex E to this Treaty.

4. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the 
observing Party shall have the right to have on board the observation aircraft two flight 



representatives and one interpreter, in addition to one flight representative for each sensor 
control station on the aircraft, unless otherwise agreed. Flight representatives and 
interpreters shall have the rights and obligations set forth in Annex G to this Treaty.

5. In the event that the observing State Party provides an observation aircraft designated 
by a State Party other than the observing or observed Party, the observing Party shall 
have the right to have on board the observation aircraft two representatives and one 
interpreter, in addition to one representative for each sensor control station on the aircraft, 
unless otherwise agreed. In this case, the provisions on flight monitors set forth in 
paragraph 1 of this Section shall also apply. Representatives and interpreters shall have 
the rights and obligations set forth in Annex G to this Treaty.

Article VII
TRANSIT FLIGHTS

1. Transit flights conducted by an observing Party to and from the territory of an observed 
Party for the purposes of this Treaty shall originate on the territory of the observing Party 
or of another State Party.

2. Each State Party shall accept transit flights. Such transit flights shall be conducted along 
internationally recognized Air Traffic Services routes, unless otherwise agreed by the 
States Parties involved, and in accordance with the instructions of the national air traffic 
control authorities of each State Party whose airspace is transited. The observing Party 
shall notify each State Party whose airspace is to be transited at the same time that it 
notifies the observed Party in accordance with Article VI.

3. The operation of sensors on an observation aircraft during transit flights is prohibited. In 
the event that, during the transit flight, the observation aircraft lands on the territory of a 
State Party, that State Party shall, upon landing and prior to departure, inspect the covers 
of sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of sensors to confirm that 
they are in their proper position. 

Article VIII
PROHIBITIONS, DEVIATIONS FROM FLIGHT PLANS AND EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

Section I. Prohibition of observation flights and changes to mission plans

1. The observed Party shall have the right to prohibit an observation flight that is not in 
compliance with the provisions of this Treaty.

2. The observed Party shall have the right to prohibit an observation flight prior to its 
commencement in the event that the observing Party fails to arrive at the point of entry 
within 24 hours after the estimated time of arrival specified in the notification provided in 
accordance with Article VI, Section I, paragraph 5, unless otherwise agreed between the 
States Parties involved.

3. In the event that an observed State Party prohibits an observation flight pursuant to this 
Article or Annex F, it shall immediately state the facts for the prohibition in the mission plan. 
Within seven days the observed Party shall provide to all States Parties, through 
diplomatic channels, a written explanation for this prohibition in the mission report provided 
pursuant to Article VI, Section I, paragraph 21. An observation flight that has been 
prohibited shall not be counted against the quota of either State Party.

4. The observed Party shall have the right to propose changes to the mission plan as a 



result of any of the following circumstances:

(A) the weather conditions affect flight safety; 

(B) the status of the Open Skies airfield to be used, alternate airfields, or refuelling airfields 
prevents their use; or

(C) the mission plan is inconsistent with Article VI, Section II, paragraphs 2 and 4.

5. In the event that the observing Party disagrees with the proposed changes to the 
mission plan, it shall have the right to submit alternatives to the proposed changes. In the 
event that agreement on a mission plan is not reached within eight hours of the 
submission of the original mission plan, and if the observing Party considers the changes 
to the mission plan to be prejudicial to its rights under this Treaty with respect to the 
conduct of the observation flight, the observing Party shall have the right to decline to 
conduct the observation flight, which shall not be recorded against the quota of either 
State Party.

6. In the event that an observing Party declines to conduct an observation flight pursuant 
to this Article or Annex F, it shall immediately provide an explanation of its decision in the 
mission plan prior to the departure of the observing Party. Within seven days after 
departure of the observing Party, the observing Party shall provide to all other States 
Parties, through diplomatic channels, a written explanation for this decision in the mission 
report provided pursuant to Article VI, Section I, paragraph 21.

Section II. Deviations from the flight plan

1. Deviations from the flight plan shall be permitted during the observation flight if 
necessitated by:

(A) weather conditions affecting flight safety;

(B) technical difficulties relating to the observation aircraft;

(C) a medical emergency of any person on board; or

(D) air traffic control instructions related to circumstances brought about by force majeure.

2. In addition, if weather conditions prevent effective use of optical sensors and infra-red 
line-scanning devices, deviations shall be permitted, provided that:

(A) flight safety requirements are met;

(B) in cases where national rules so require, permission is granted by air traffic control 
authorities; and

(C) the performance of the sensors does not exceed the capabilities specified in Article IV, 
paragraph 2, unless otherwise agreed.

3. The observed Party shall have the right to prohibit the use of a particular sensor during 
a deviation that brings the observation aircraft below the minimum height above ground 
level for operating that particular sensor, in accordance with the limitation on ground 
resolution specified in Article IV, paragraph 2. In the event that a deviation requires the 



observation aircraft to alter its flight path by more than 50 kilometres from the flight path 
specified in the flight plan, the observed Party shall have the right to prohibit the use of all 
the sensors installed on the observation aircraft beyond that 50-kilometre limit.

4. The observing Party shall have the right to curtail an observation flight during its 
execution in the event of sensor malfunction. The pilot-in-command shall have the right to 
curtail an observation flight in the event of technical difficulties affecting the safety of the 
observation aircraft. 

5. In the event that a deviation from the flight plan permitted by paragraph 1 of this Section 
results in curtailment of the observation flight, or a curtailment occurs in accordance with 
paragraph 4 of this Section, an observation flight shall be counted against the quotas of 
both States Parties, unless the curtailment is due to: 

(A) sensor malfunction on an observation aircraft provided by the observed Party;

(B) technical difficulties relating to the observation aircraft provided by the observed Party;

(C) a medical emergency of a member of the flight crew of the observed Party or of flight 
monitors; or 

(D) air traffic control instructions related to circumstances brought about by force majeure.

In such cases the observing Party shall have the right to decide whether to count it against 
the quotas of both States Parties.

6. The data collected by the sensors shall be retained by the observing Party only if the 
observation flight is counted against the quotas of both States Parties. 

7. In the event that a deviation is made from the flight plan, the pilot-in-command shall take 
action in accordance with the published national flight regulations of the observed Party. 
Once the factors leading to the deviation have ceased to exist, the observation aircraft 
may, with the permission of the air traffic control authorities, continue the observation flight 
in accordance with the flight plan. The additional flight distance of the observation aircraft 
due to the deviation shall not count against the maximum flight distance.

8. Personnel of both States Parties on board the observation aircraft shall be immediately 
informed of all deviations from the light plan.

9. Additional expenses resulting from provisions of this Article shall be reimbursed in 
accordance with Annex L, Section I, paragraph 9 to this Treaty.

Section III. Emergency situations

1. In the event that an emergency situation arises, the pilot-in-command shall be guided by 
"Procedures for Air Navigation Services - Rules of the Air and Air Traffic Services", ICAO 
Document No. 4444-RAC/501/12, as revised or amended, the national flight regulations of 
the observed Party, and the flight operation manual of the observation aircraft.

2. Each observation aircraft declaring an emergency shall be accorded the full range of 
distress and navigational facilities of the observed Party in order to ensure the most 
expeditious recovery of the aircraft to the nearest suitable airfield.



3. In the event of an aviation accident involving the observation aircraft on the territory of 
the observed Party, search and rescue operations shall be conducted by the observed 
Party in accordance with its own regulations and procedures for such operations.

4. Investigation of an aviation accident or incident involving an observation aircraft shall be 
conducted by the observed Party, with the participation of the observing Party, in 
accordance with the ICAO recommendations set forth in Annex 13 to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation ("Investigation of Aviation Accidents") as revised or amended 
and in accordance with the national regulations of the observed Party.

5. In the event that the observation aircraft is not registered with the observed Party, at the 
conclusion of the investigation all wreckage and debris of the observation aircraft and 
sensors, if found and recovered, shall be returned to the observing Party or to the Party to 
which the aircraft belongs, if so requested. 

Article IX
SENSOR OUTPUT FROM OBSERVATION FLIGHTS

Section I. General provisions

1. For the purposes of recording data collected by sensors during observation flights, the 
following recording media shall be used:

(A) in the case of optical panoramic and framing cameras, black and white photographic 
film; 

(B) in the case of video cameras, magnetic tape; 

(C) in the case of infra-red line-scanning devices, black and white photographic film or 
magnetic tape; and

(D) in the case of sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar, magnetic tape.

The agreed format in which such data is to be recorded and exchanged on other recording 
media shall be decided within the Open Skies Consultative Commission during the period 
of provisional application of this Treaty. 

2. Data collected by sensors during observation flights shall remain on board the 
observation aircraft until completion of the observation flight. The transmission of data 
collected by sensors from the observation aircraft during the observation flight is 
prohibited. 

3. Each roll of photographic film and cassette or reel of magnetic tape used to collect data 
by a sensor during an observation flight shall be placed in a container and sealed in the 
presence of the States Parties as soon as is practicable after it has been removed from 
the sensor.

4. Data collected by sensors during observation flights shall be made available to States 
Parties in accordance with the provisions of this Article and shall be used exclusively for 
the attainment of the purposes of this Treaty.

5. In the event that, on the basis of data provided pursuant to Annex B, Section I to this 
Treaty, a data recording medium to be used by a State Party during an observation flight is 
incompatible with the equipment of another State Party for handling that data recording 



medium, the States Parties involved shall establish procedures to ensure that all data 
collected during observation flights can be handled, in terms of processing, duplication and 
storage, by them.

Section II. Output from sensors that use photographic film

1. In the event that output from duplicate optical cameras is to be exchanged, the 
cameras, film and film processing shall be of an identical type.

2. Provided that the data collected by a single optical camera is subject to exchange, the 
States Parties shall consider, within the Open Skies Consultative Commission during the 
period of provisional application of this Treaty, the issue of whether the responsibility for 
the development of the original film negative shall be borne by the observing Party or by 
the State Party providing the observation aircraft. The State Party developing the original 
film negative shall be responsible for the quality of processing the original negative film 
and producing the duplicate positive or negative. In the event that States Parties agree 
that the film used during the observation flight conducted on an observation aircraft 
provided by the observed Party shall be processed by the observing Party, the observed 
Party shall bear no responsibility for the quality of the processing of the original negative 
film.

3. All the film used during the observation flight shall be developed:

(A) in the event that the original film negative is developed at a film processing facility 
arranged for by the observed Party, no later than three days, unless otherwise agreed, 
after the arrival of the observation aircraft at the point of exit; or

(B) in the event that the original film negative is developed at a film processing facility 
arranged for by the observing Party, no later than ten days after the departure of the 
observation aircraft from the territory of the observed Party.

4. The State Party that is developing the original film negative shall be obliged to accept at 
the film processing facility up to two officials from the other State Party to monitor the 
unsealing of the film cassette or container and each step in the storage, processing, 
duplication and handling of the original film negative, in accordance with the provisions of 
Annex K, Section II to this Treaty. The State Party monitoring the film processing and 
duplication shall have the right to designate such officials from among its nationals present 
on the territory on which the film processing facility arranged for by the other State Party is 
located, provided that such individuals are on the list of designated personnel in 
accordance with Article XIII, Section I of this Treaty. The State Party developing the film 
shall assist the officials of the other State Party in their functions provided for in this 
paragraph to the maximum extent possible.

5. Upon completion of an observation flight, the State Party that is to develop the original 
film negative shall attach a 21-step sensitometric test strip of the same film type used 
during the observation flight or shall expose a 21-step optical wedge onto the leader or 
trailer of each roll of original film negative used during the observation flight. After the 
original film negative has been processed and duplicate film negative or positive has been 
produced, the States Parties shall assess the image quality of the 21-step sensitometric 
test strips or images of the 21-step optical wedge against the characteristics provided for 
that type of original film negative or duplicate film negative or positive in accordance with 
the provisions of Annex K, Section I to this Treaty.



6. In the event that only one original film negative is developed:

(A) the observing Party shall have the right to retain or receive the original film negative; 
and 

(B) the observed Party shall have the right to select and receive a complete first 
generation duplicate or part thereof, either positive or negative, of the original film 
negative. Unless otherwise agreed, such duplicate shall be:

(1) of the same format and film size as the original film negative; 

(2) produced immediately after development of the original film negative; and

(3) provided to the officials of the observed Party immediately after the duplicate has been 
produced.

7. In the event that two original film negatives are developed:

(A) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the observed Party shall 
have the right, at the completion of the observation flight, to select either of the two original 
film negatives, and the original film negative not selected shall be retained by the 
observing Party; or

(B) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the observing Party shall 
have the right to select either of the original film negatives, and the original film negative 
not selected shall be retained by the observed Party.

Section III. Output from sensors that use other recording media

1. The State Party that provides the observation aircraft shall record at least one original 
set of data collected by sensors using other recording media.

2. In the event that only one original set is made:

(A) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the observing Party shall 
have the right to retain the original set and the observed Party shall have the right to 
receive a first generation duplicate copy; or 

(B) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the observing Party shall 
have the right to receive the original set and the observed Party shall have the right to 
receive a first generation duplicate copy.

3. In the event that two original sets are made: 

(A) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the observed Party shall 
have the right, at the completion of the observation flight, to select either of the two sets of 
recording media, and the set not selected shall be retained by the observing Party; or

(B) if the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the observing Party shall 
have the right to elect either of the two sets of recording media, and the set not selected 
shall be retained by the observed Party.



4. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observing Party, the 
observed Party shall have the right to receive the data collected by a sideways-looking 
synthetic aperture radar in the form of either initial phase information or a radar image, at 
its choice. 

5. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party, the 
observing Party shall have the right to receive the data collected by a sideways-looking 
synthetic aperture radar in the form of either initial phase information or a radar image, at 
its choice. 

Section IV. Access to sensor output

Each State Party shall have the right to request and receive from the observing Party 
copies of data collected by sensors during an observation flight. Such copies shall be in 
the form of first generation duplicates produced from the original data collected by sensors 
during an observation flight. The State Party requesting copies shall also notify the 
observed Party. A request for duplicates of data shall include the following information:

(A) the observing Party;

(B) the observed Party;

(C) the date of the observation flight;

(D) the sensor by which the data was collected;

(E) the portion or portions of the observation period during which the data was collected; 
and

(F) the type and format of duplicate recording medium, either negative or positive film, or 
magnetic tape.

Article X
OPEN SKIES CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION

1. In order to promote the objectives and facilitate the implementation of the provisions of 
this Treaty, the States Parties hereby establish an Open Skies Consultative Commission.

2. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall take decisions or make 
recommendations by consensus. Consensus shall be understood to mean the absence of 
any objection by any State Party to the taking of a decision or the making of a 
recommendation.

3. Each State Party shall have the right to raise before the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission, and have placed on its agenda, any issue relating to this Treaty, including 
any issue related to the case when the observed Party provides an observation aircraft. 

4. Within the framework of the Open Skies Consultative Commission the States Parties to 
this Treaty shall:

(A) consider questions relating to compliance with the provisions of this Treaty;

(B) seek to resolve ambiguities and differences of interpretation that may become 
apparent in the way this Treaty is implemented;



(C) consider and take decisions on applications for accession to this Treaty; and

(D) agree as to those technical and administrative measures, pursuant to the provisions of 
this Treaty, deemed necessary following the accession to this Treaty by other States.

5. The Open Skies Consultative Commission may propose amendments to this Treaty for 
consideration and approval in accordance with Article XVI. The Open Skies Consultative 
Commission may also agree on improvements to the viability and effectiveness of this 
Treaty, consistent with its provisions. Improvements relating only to modification of the 
annual distribution of active quotas pursuant to Article III and Annex A, to updates and 
additions to the categories or capabilities of sensors pursuant to Article IV, to revision of 
the share of costs pursuant to Annex L, Section I, paragraph 9, to arrangements for the 
sharing and availability of data pursuant to Article IX, Sections III and IV and to the 
handling of mission reports pursuant to Article VI, Section I, paragraph 21, as well as to 
minor matters of an administrative or technical nature, shall be agreed upon within the 
Open Skies Consultative Commission and shall not be deemed to be amendments to this 
Treaty.

6. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall request the use of the facilities and 
administrative support of the Conflict Prevention Centre of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe, or other existing facilities in Vienna, unless it decides otherwise.

7. Provisions for the operation of the Open Skies Consultative Commission are set forth in 
Annex L to this Treaty.

Article XI
NOTIFICATIONS AND REPORTS

The States Parties shall transmit notifications and reports required by this Treaty in written 
form. The States Parties shall transmit such notifications and reports through diplomatic 
channels or, at their choice, through other official channels, such as the communications 
network of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. 

Article XII
LIABILITY

A State Party shall, in accordance with international law and practice, be liable to pay 
compensation for damage to other States Parties, or to their natural or juridical persons or 
their property, caused by it in the course of the implementation of this Treaty.

Article XIII
DESIGNATION OF PERSONNEL AND PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Section I. Designation of personnel

1. Each State Party shall, at the same time that it deposits its instrument of ratification to 
either of the Depositaries, provide to all other States Parties, for their review, a list of 
designated personnel who will carry out all duties relating to the conduct of observation 
flights for that State Party, including monitoring the processing of the sensor output. No 
such list of designated personnel shall include more than 400 individuals at any time. It 
shall contain the name, gender, date of birth, place of birth, passport number, and function 
for each individual included. Each State Party shall have the right to amend its list of 
designated personnel until 30 days after entry into force of this Treaty and once every six 
months thereafter.



2. In the event that any individual included on the original or any amended list is 
unacceptable to a State Party reviewing the list, that State Party shall, no later than 30 
days after receipt of each list, notify the State Party providing that list that such individual 
shall not be accepted with respect to the objecting State Party. Individuals not declared 
unacceptable within that 30-day period shall be deemed accepted. In the event that a 
State Party subsequently determines that an individual is unacceptable, that State Party 
shall so notify the State Party that designated such individual. Individuals who are declared 
unacceptable shall be removed from the list previously submitted to the objecting State 
Party. 

3. The observed Party shall provide visas and any other documents as required to ensure 
that each accepted individual may enter and remain on the territory of that State Party for 
the purpose of carrying out duties relating to the conduct of observation flights, including 
monitoring the processing of the sensor output. Such visas and any other necessary 
documents shall be provided either:

(A) no later than 30 days after the individual is deemed to be accepted, in which case the 
visa shall be valid for a period of no less than 24 months; or

(B) no later than one hour after the arrival of the individual at the point of entry, in which 
case the visa shall be valid for the duration of that individual's duties; or

(C) at any other time, by mutual agreement of the States Parties involved.
Section II. Privileges and immunities

1. In order to exercise their functions effectively, for the purpose of implementing this 
Treaty and not for their personal benefit, personnel designated in accordance with the 
provisions of Section I, paragraph 1 of this Article shall be accorded the privileges and 
immunities enjoyed by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 29; Article 30, paragraph 2; 
Article 31, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3; and Articles 34 and 35 of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations of 18 April 1961, hereinafter referred to as the Vienna Convention. In 
addition, designated personnel shall be accorded the privileges enjoyed by diplomatic 
agents pursuant to Article 36, paragraph 1, subparagraph (b) of the Vienna Convention, 
except in relation to articles, the import or export of which is prohibited by law or controlled 
by quarantine regulations.

2. Such privileges and immunities shall be accorded to designated personnel for the entire 
period between arrival on and departure from the territory of the observed Party, and 
thereafter with respect to acts previously performed in the exercise of their official 
functions. Such personnel shall also, when transiting the territory of other States Parties, 
be accorded the privileges and immunities enjoyed by diplomatic agents pursuant to Article 
40, paragraph 1 of the Vienna Convention.

3. The immunity from jurisdiction may be waived by the observing Party in those cases 
when it would impede the course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to this 
Treaty. The immunity of personnel who are not nationals of the observing Party may be 
waived only by the States Parties of which such personnel are nationals. Waiver must 
always be express.

4. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities or the rights of the observing Party 
set forth in this Treaty, it is the duty of designated personnel to respect the laws and 
regulations of the observed Party. 



5. The transportation means of the personnel shall be accorded the same immunities from 
search, requisition, attachment or execution as those of a diplomatic mission pursuant to 
Article 22, paragraph 3 of the Vienna Convention, except as otherwise provided for in this 
Treaty.

Article XIV
BENELUX

1. Solely for the purposes of Articles II to IX and Article XI, and of Annexes A to I and 
Annex K to this Treaty, the Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands shall be deemed a single State Party, hereinafter referred to 
as the Benelux. 

2. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article XV, the above-mentioned States Parties 
may terminate this arrangement by notifying all other States Parties thereof. This 
arrangement shall be deemed to be terminated on the next 31 December following the 60-
day period after such notification. 

Article XV
DURATION AND WITHDRAWAL

1. This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

2. A State Party shall have the right to withdraw from this Treaty. A State Party intending to 
withdraw shall provide notice of its decision to withdraw to either Depositary at least six 
months in advance of the date of its intended withdrawal and to all other States Parties. 
The Depositaries shall promptly inform all other States Parties of such notice.

3. In the event that a State Party provides notice of its decision to withdraw from this 
Treaty in accordance with paragraph 2 of this Article, the Depositaries shall convene a 
conference of the States Parties no less than 30 days and no more than 60 days after they 
have received such notice, in order to consider the effect of the withdrawal on this Treaty.

Article XVI
AMENDMENTS AND PERIODIC REVIEW

1. Each State Party shall have the right to propose amendments to this Treaty. The text of 
each proposed amendment shall be submitted to either Depositary, which shall circulate it 
to all States Parties for consideration. If so requested by no less than three States Parties 
within a period of 90 days after circulation of the proposed amendment, the Depositaries 
shall convene a conference of the States Parties to consider the proposed amendment. 
Such a conference shall open no earlier than 30 days and no later than 60 days after 
receipt of the third of such requests.

2. An amendment to this Treaty shall be subject to the approval of all States Parties, either 
by providing notification, in writing, of their approval to a Depositary within a period of 90 
days after circulation of the proposed amendment, or by expressing their approval at a 
conference convened in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article. An amendment so 
approved shall be subject to ratification in accordance with the provisions of Article XVII, 
paragraph 1, and shall enter into force 60 days after the deposit of instruments of 
ratification by the States Parties.

3. Unless requested to do so earlier by no less than three States Parties, the Depositaries 
shall convene a conference of the States Parties to review the implementation of this 



Treaty three years after entry into force of this Treaty and at five-year intervals thereafter.
Article XVII

DEPOSITARIES, ENTRY INTO FORCE AND ACCESSION

1. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by each State Party in accordance with its 
constitutional procedures. Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Government of Canada or the Government of the Republic of Hungary 
or both, hereby designated the Depositaries. This Treaty shall be registered by the 
Depositaries pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

2. This Treaty shall enter into force 60 days after the deposit of 20 instruments of 
ratification, including those of the Depositaries, and of States Parties whose individual 
allocation of passive quotas as set forth in Annex A is eight or more.

3. This Treaty shall be open for signature by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kirgistan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan and shall be subject to 
ratification by them. Any of these States which do not sign this Treaty before it enters into 
force in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article may accede to it at 
any time by depositing an instrument of accession with one of the Depositaries.

4. For six months after entry into force of this Treaty, any other State participating in the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe may apply for accession by 
submitting a written request to one of the Depositaries. The Depositary receiving such a 
request shall circulate it promptly to all States Parties. The States applying for accession to 
this Treaty may also, if they so wish, request an allocation of a passive quota and the level 
of this quota. 

The matter shall be considered at the next regular meeting of the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission and decided in due course. 

5. Following six months after entry into force of this Treaty, the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission may consider the accession to this Treaty of any State which, in the 
judgement of the Commission, is able and willing to contribute to the objectives of this 
Treaty.

6. For any State which has not deposited an instrument of ratification by the time of entry 
into force, but which subsequently ratifies or accedes to this Treaty, this Treaty shall enter 
into force 60 days after the date of deposit of its instrument of ratification or accession.

7. The Depositaries shall promptly inform all States Parties of: 

(A) the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification and the date of entry into force of 
this Treaty;

(B) the date of an application for accession, the name of the requesting State and the 
result of the procedure;

(C) the date of deposit of each instrument of accession and the date of entry into force of 
this Treaty for each State that subsequently accedes to it;

(D) the convening of a conference pursuant to Articles XV and XVI; 



(E) any withdrawal in accordance with Article XV and its effective date;

(F) the date of entry into force of any amendments to this Treaty; and

(G) any other matters of which the Depositaries are required by this Treaty to inform the 
States Parties.

Article XVIII
PROVISIONAL APPLICATION AND PHASING OF IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE TREATY

In order to facilitate the implementation of this Treaty, certain of its provisions shall be 
provisionally applied and others shall be implemented in phases.

Section I. Provisional application

1. Without detriment to Article XVII, the signatory States shall provisionally apply the 
following provisions of this Treaty: 

(A) Article VI, Section I, paragraph 4;
(B) Article X, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7;
(C) Article XI;
(D) Article XIII, Section I, paragraphs 1 and 2;
(E) Article XIV; and
(F) Annex L, Section I.

2. This provisional application shall be effective for a period of 12 months from the date 
when this Treaty is opened for signature. In the event that this Treaty does not enter into 
force before the period of provisional application expires, that period may be extended if all 
the signatory States so decide. The period of provisional application shall in any event 
terminate when this Treaty enters into force. However, the States Parties may then decide 
to extend the period of provisional application in respect of signatory States that have not 
ratified this Treaty.

SECTION II. PHASING OF IMPLEMENTATION

1. After entry into force, this Treaty shall be implemented in phases in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in this Section. The provisions of paragraphs 2 to 6 of this Section shall 
apply during the period from entry into force of this Treaty until 31 December of the third 
year following the year during which entry into force takes place.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 1, no State Party shall during the 
period specified in paragraph 1 above use an infra-red line-scanning device if one is 
installed on an observation aircraft, unless otherwise agreed between the observing and 
observed Parties. Such sensors shall not be subject to certification in accordance with 
Annex D. If it is difficult to remove such sensor from the observation aircraft, then it shall 
have covers or other devices that inhibit its operation in accordance with the provisions of 
Article IV, paragraph 4 during the conduct of observation flights.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 9, no State Party shall, during the 
period specified in paragraph 1 of this Section, be obliged to provide an observation 
aircraft equipped with sensors from each sensor category, at the maximum capability and 
in the numbers specified in Article IV, paragraph 2, provided that the observation aircraft is 
equipped with:



(A) a single optical panoramic camera; or

(B) not less than a pair of optical framing cameras.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of Annex B, Section II, paragraph 2, subparagraph (A) to 
this Treaty, data recording media shall be annotated with data in accordance with existing 
practice of States Parties during the period specified in paragraph 1 of this Section. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VI, Section I, paragraph 1, no State Party 
during the period specified in paragraph 1 of this Section shall have the right to be 
provided with an aircraft capable of achieving any specified unrefuelled range.

6. During the period specified in paragraph 1 of this Section, the distribution of active 
quotas shall be established in accordance with the provisions of Annex A, Section II, 
paragraph 2 to this Treaty. 

7. Further phasing in respect of the introduction of additional categories of sensors or 
improvements to the capabilities of existing categories of sensors shall be addressed by 
the Open Skies Consultative Commission in accordance with the provisions of Article IV, 
paragraph 3 concerning such introduction or improvement.

Article XIX
AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The originals of this Treaty, of which the English, French, German, Italian, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositaries. 
Duly certified copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositaries to all the States 
Parties.

ANNEX A 
QUOTAS AND MAXIMUM FLIGHT DISTANCES

Section I. Allocation of passive quotas

1. The allocation of individual passive quotas is set forth as follows and shall be effective 
only for those States Parties having ratified the Treaty:

For the Federal Republic of Germany 12
For the United States of America 42
For the Republic of Belarus and the Russian 
Federation group of States Parties 42
For Benelux 6
For the Republic of Bulgaria 4
For Canada 12
For the Kingdom of Denmark 6
For the Kingdom of Spain 4
For the French Republic 12
For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 12
For the Hellenic Republic 4
For the Republic of Hungary 4
For the Republic of Iceland 4
For the Italian Republic 12
For the Kingdom of Norway 7
For the Republic of Poland 6



For the Portuguese Republic 2
For Romania 6
For the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 4
For the Republic of Turkey 12
For Ukraine 12

2. In the event that an additional State ratifies or accedes to the Treaty in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XVII and Article X, paragraph 4, subparagraph (C), and taking into 
account Article X, paragraph 4 subparagraph (D), an allocation of passive quotas to such a 
State shall be considered during the regular session of the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission following the date of deposit of its instrument of ratification or accession.

Section II. First distribution of active quotas for observation flights

1. The first distribution of active quotas pursuant to Article III, Section I, paragraph 6 of the 
Treaty shall be such that each State Party shall be obliged to accept over its territory a 
number of observation flights no greater than 75 per cent, rounded down to the nearest 
whole number, of the individual passive quota allocated as set forth in Section I, paragraph 
1 of this Annex. On this basis, and for those States Parties which have conducted 
negotiations in the framework of the Open Skies Conference in Vienna, the first distribution 
in respect of each other shall be valid from the date of entry into force of the Treaty until 31 
December following the year during which the Treaty has entered into force and shall be 
effective only for those States Parties having ratified the Treaty. This first distribution is set 
forth as follows:

The Federal Republic of Germany shall have the right to conduct three observation flights 
over the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States 
Parties, and one observation flight over the territory of Ukraine;

The United States of America shall have the right to conduct eight observation flights over 
the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, 
and one observation flight, shared with Canada, over the territory of Ukraine;

The Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties shall have the 
right to conduct two observation flights over the territory of Benelux, as referred to in Article 
XIV of the Treaty, two observation flights over the territory of Canada, two observation 
flights over the territory of the Kingdom of Denmark, three observation flights over the 
territory of the French Republic, three observation flights over the territory of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, one observation flight over the territory of the Hellenic Republic, two 
observation flights over the territory of the Italian Republic, two observation flights over the 
territory of the Kingdom of Norway, two observation flights over the territory of the Republic 
of Turkey, three observation flights over the territory of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and four observation flights over the territory of the United States of 
America;

The Kingdom of Belgium, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, referred to as the Benelux, shall have the right to conduct one observation 
flight over the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of 
States Parties, and one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Poland;

The Republic of Bulgaria shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of the Hellenic Republic, one observation flight over the territory of the Italian 
Republic, and one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Turkey;



Canada shall have the right to conduct two observation flights over the territory of the 
Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, one observation 
flight over the territory of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, one observation flight 
over the territory of the Republic of Poland, and one observation flight, shared with the 
United States of America, over the territory of Ukraine;

The Kingdom of Denmark shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, 
and one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Poland;

The Kingdom of Spain shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic;

The French Republic shall have the right to conduct three observation flights over the 
territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, 
and one observation flight over the territory of Romania;

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland shall have the right to conduct 
three observation flights over the territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian 
Federation group of States Parties, and one observation flight over the territory of Ukraine;

The Hellenic Republic shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, and one observation flight over the territory of 
Romania;

The Republic of Hungary shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of Romania, and one observation flight over the territory of Ukraine;

The Italian Republic shall have the right to conduct two observation flights over the territory 
of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, one 
observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Hungary, and one observation flight, 
shared with the Republic of Turkey, over the territory of Ukraine;

The Kingdom of Norway shall have the right to conduct two observation flights over the 
territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties and 
one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Poland;

The Republic of Poland shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the 
territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, one observation flight over the territory of the 
Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, and one 
observation flight over the territory of Ukraine;

Romania shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the territory of the 
Republic of Bulgaria, one observation flight over the territory of the Hellenic Republic, one 
observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Hungary, and one observation flight 
over the territory of Ukraine;

The Czech and Slovak Federal Republic shall have the right to conduct one observation 
flight over the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany, and one observation flight over 
the territory of Ukraine;



The Republic of Turkey shall have the right to conduct two observation flights over the 
territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties, 
one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria and two observation 
flights, one of which is shared with the Italian Republic, over the territory of Ukraine;

Ukraine shall have the right to conduct one observation flight over the territory of the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic, one observation flight over the territory of the 
Republic of Hungary, one observation flight over the territory of the Republic of Poland, 
one observation flight over the territory of Romania, and two observation flights over the 
territory of the Republic of Turkey.

2. Following this first distribution and until the date of full implementation of the Treaty 
specified in Article XVIII to that effect for the use of active quotas, annual distributions shall 
be based on the 75 per cent rule established in paragraph 1 of this Section in relation to 
the allocation of individual passive quotas. 

3. From the date of full implementation of the Treaty each State Party shall accept during 
subsequent distributions of active quotas over its territory, if so requested, a number of 
observation flights up to the full amount of its individual passive quota. Whenever possible 
or requested and unless otherwise agreed, those distributions shall be based on a 
proportionate increase of the active quotas distributed in the first distribution.

4. In the event that an additional State ratifies or accedes to the Treaty in accordance with 
the provisions of Article XVII, the distribution of active quotas to such State shall be 
considered during the regular session of the Open Skies Consultative Commission 
following the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification or accession, subject to the 
following provisions:

(A) the ratifying or acceding State shall have the right to request observation flights over 
the territories of States Parties within the passive quota allocated to that State in 
accordance with the provisions of Section I, paragraph 3 of this Annex, and within the 
passive quotas of the States Parties requested for observation flights, unless otherwise 
agreed by the States Parties involved; and

(B) all States Parties shall have at the same time the right to request observation flights 
over the territory of that signing or acceding State within their active quotas and within the 
passive quota allocated to that State.

Section III. Maximum flight distances of observation flights

The maximum flight distances of observation flights over the territories of observed Parties 
commencing from each Open Skies airfield are as follows:

The Federal Republic of Germany
WUNSTORF 1,200 kilometres
LANDSBERG-LECH 1,200 kilometres
The United States of America 
WASHINGTON-DULLES 4,900 kilometres
TRAVIS AFB 4,000 kilometres
ELMENDORF AFB 3,000 kilometres
LINCOLN-MUNICIPAL 4,800 kilometres
The Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of 
States Parties



KUBINKA 5,000 kilometres
ULAN UDE 5,000 kilometres
VORKUTA 6,500 kilometres
MAGADAN 6,500 kilometres
Benelux
ZAVENTEM/MELSBROEK 945 kilometres
The Republic of Bulgaria
SOFIA 660 kilometres
BURGAS 660 kilometres
Canada
OTTAWA 5,000 kilometres
IQALUIT 6,000 kilometres
YELLOWKNIFE 5,000 kilometres
The Kingdom of Denmark
METROPOLITAN 800 kilometres
FAROE ISLANDS 250 kilometres
GREENLAND 5,600 kilometres
The Kingdom of Spain
GETAFE 1,300 kilometres
GANDO 750 kilometres
VALENCIA 1,300 kilometres
VALLADOLID 1,300 kilometres
MORON 1,300 kilometres
The French Republic
ORLEANS-BRICY 1,400 kilometres
NICE-COTE D'AZUR 800 kilometres
TOULOUSE-BLAGNAC 700 kilometres
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
BRIZE NORTON 1,150 kilometres
SCAMPTON 1,150 kilometres
LEUCHARS 1,150 kilometres
with SCILLY ISLANDS 1,500 kilometres
with SHETLAND ISLANDS 1,500 kilometres
The Hellenic Republic
THESSALONIKI 900 kilometres
ELEFSIS 900 kilometres
with CRETE, KARPATHOS, RHODES, KOS ISLANDS 1,100 kilometres
The Republic of Hungary
BUDAPEST-FERIHEGY 860 kilometres
The Republic of Iceland 1,500 kilometres
The Italian Republic
MILANO-MALPENSA 1,130 kilometres
PALERMO-PUNTA RAISI 1,400 kilometres
The Kingdom of Norway
OSLO-GARDERMOEN 1,700 kilometres
TROMSOE-LANGNES 1,700 kilometres
The Republic of Poland
WARSZAWA-OKECIE 1,400 kilometres
The Portuguese Republic
LISBOA 1,200 kilometres
Sta. MARIA 1,700 kilometres



PORTO SANTO 1,030 kilometres
Romania
BUCHAREST-OTOPENI 900 kilometres
TIMISOARA 900 kilometres
BACAU 900 kilometres
The Czech and Slovak Federal Republic
PRAHA 600 kilometres
BRATISLAVA 700 kilometres
KOSICE 400 kilometres
The Republic of Turkey
ESKISEHIR 1,500 kilometres
DIYARBAKIR 1,500 kilometres
Ukraine
BORISPOL 2,100 kilometres

ANNEX B
INFORMATION ON SENSORS

Section I. Technical information

1. Pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 10 each State Party shall inform all other States 
Parties of the applicable technical information listed in this Section on each sensor 
installed on the observation aircraft designated by that State Party pursuant to Article V of 
the Treaty.

2. The following technical information shall be provided for optical panoramic and framing 
cameras:

(A) type and model;

(B) field of view along and across the flight path, or scan angles, in degrees;

(C) frame size, in millimetres by millimetres;

(D) exposure times, in seconds;

(E) types and colors of optical filters used and their filter factor;

(F) for each lens:
(1) name;

(2) focal length, in millimetres;

(3) maximum relative aperture of the lens;

(4) resolving power at a contrast ratio of 1000 to 1 or the equivalent 
modulation of 1.0, at the maximum relative aperture, in lines per 
millimetre;

(G) minimum and maximum photographic time intervals, in seconds, or cycle rates, in 
frames per second, if applicable;



(H) maximum velocity over height ratio, if applicable;

(I) for optical framing cameras, the maximum angle measured from the horizontal, or the 
minimum angle measured from the vertical, in degrees; and

(J) maximum altitude for operation in metres, if applicable.

3. The following technical information shall be provided for video cameras:

(A) type and model;

(B) field of view, along and across the flight path, in degrees;

(C) for the lens:
(1) focal length, in millimetres;

(2) maximum relative aperture;

(3) resolving power at a contrast ratio of 1000 to 1 or the equivalent 
modulation of 1.0, at the maximum relative aperture, in lines per 
millimetre;

(D) detector element size, in micrometres, or equivalent information on the tube;

(E) number of detector elements;

(F) system light sensitivity, in lux or watts per square centimetre; and

(G) spectral bandwidth, in nanometres.

4. The following technical information shall be provided for infra-red line-scanning devices:

(A) type and model;

(B) field of view or scan angles, in degrees;

(C) minimum instantaneous field of view, along and across the flight path, in milliradians;

(D) spectral bandwidth, in micrometres;

(E) minimum resolvable temperature difference, in degrees Celsius;

(F) temperature of detector during operation, in degrees Celsius;

(G) time required from switch-on for the system to start up and cool down to its normal 
operating temperature, in minutes;

(H) maximum operating time, if applicable;

(I) maximum velocity over height ratio; and

(J) maximum altitude for operation in metres, if applicable.



5. The following technical information shall be provided for sideways-looking synthetic 
aperture radar:

(A) type and model;

(B) radar frequency bands, and specific operating frequency, in megahertz;

(C) polarizations;

(D) number of radar pulses, per metre or second;

(E) near range angular limit of operation, in degrees from vertical;

(F) swath width, in kilometres;

(G) ground resolution in range and azimuth, in the slant plane, in metres;

(H) maximum altitude for operation in metres, if applicable; and

(I) transmitter output power, in watts.

6. The following technical information shall be provided for sensors that record data on 
photographic film:

(A) the types of film that may be used with each sensor;

(B) width of film, in millimetres;

(C) film resolution at a contrast ratio of 1000 to 1 or the equivalent modulation of 1.0, in 
lines permillimetre; and

(D) capacity of magazine for each type of film, in metres.

7. The following technical information shall be provided for sensors that record data on 
other recording media:

(A) type and model of the data recording equipment;

(B) type and format of data recording media;

(C) bandwidth, in hertz, if applicable;

(D) data recording rate, in megabits per second, if applicable;

(E) capacity of recording media, in minutes or megabits; and

(F) format for storage of data collected by sensors and data annotation.

Section II. Annotation of data

1. The following items of information shall be annotated on data collected by sensors 



during an observation period on the leader of each roll of the original film negative or at the 
beginning of each other recording medium in accordance with the provisions of Appendix 1 
to this Annex:

(A) observation flight reference number;

(B) date of observation flight;

(C) sensor description;

(D) sensor configuration; and

(E) focal length, if applicable.

2. The following items of information shall be recorded manually or electronically from the 
navigation and avionics systems of the observation aircraft and annotated on data 
collected by sensors during an observation period in a manner that does not obscure 
detail, in accordance with the provisions of Appendix 1 to this Annex:

(A) for optical cameras:

(1) at the start of the observation period and at any intermediate location during the 
observation period where there is a significant change of height above ground level, 
heading or groundspeed, and at intervals to be determined by the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission within the period of provisional application:

(a) height above ground level;

(b) location;

(c) true heading; and

(d) scan angle;

(2) on every frame of photographic film:
(a) frame number;

(b) time; and

(c) roll angle;
(B) for video cameras and infra-red line-scanning devices, at the start of the observation 
period and at any intermediate location during the observation period where there is a 
significant change of height above ground level, heading or groundspeed, and at intervals 
to be determined by the Open Skies Consultative Commission within the period of 
provisional application:

(1) date and time;

(2) height above ground level;

(3) location;



(4) true heading; and
(5) scan angle;

(C) for sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar:
(1) at the start of the observation period and at any intermediate 
location during the observation period where there is a significant 
change of height above ground level, heading or groundspeed, and at 
intervals to be determined by the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission within the period of provisional application:

(a) date and time;

(b) height above ground level;

(c) location;

(d) true heading;

(e) look down angle to the nearest point of the swath width;

(f) swath width; and

(g) polarizations;
(2) each time they are measured in order to ensure correct processing 
of the image:

(a) groundspeed;

(b) drift;

(c) pitch angle; and

(d) roll angle.
3. For copies of single frames or strips of imagery produced from the original film negative 
or other recording media, the items of information listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this 
Section shall be annotated on each positive point.

4. States Parties shall have the right to annotate data collected during an observation flight 
using either alphanumeric values, or codes to be agreed by the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission during the period of provisional application.

APPENDIX 1 TO ANNEX B
ANNOTATION OF DATA COLLECTED DURING AN OBSERVATION FLIGHT

1. The reference number of the observation flight shall be indicated by a single group of six 
alphanumeric characters in accordance with the following convention:

(A) the letters "OS";

(B) the last digit of the calendar year for which the individual active quota applies; and

(C) a three-digit number to represent each individual observation flight comprising the 
active quota distributed during the annual review within the framework of the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission for a calendar year to a State Party over the territory of another 
State Party.



2. The sensor description shall be indicated by a single block of up to six alphanumeric 
characters comprising two groups in accordance with the following convention:

(A) a group of up to four characters to represent the category of the sensor in accordance 
with the following convention:

(1) "OP" - optical panoramic camera;

(2) "OF" - optical framing camera;

(3) "TV" - video camera;

(4) "IRLS" - infra-red line-scanning device; or

(5) "SAR" - sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar,

(B) a group of two characters to represent the type of the recording medium in accordance 
with the following convention:

(1) "BI" - black and white, iso-panchromatic;

(2) "BM" - black and white, monochromatic;

(3) "BP" - black and white, panchromatic;

(4) "BR" - black and white, reversal;

(5) "TA" - tape, analogue; or

(6) "TD" - tape, digital.
3. The sensor configuration shall be indicated by a single block of up to nine alphanumeric 
characters comprising three groups in accordance with the following convention:

(A) a group of four alphanumeric characters to represent the installation of the sensor on 
the observation aircraft either as:

(1) an internal installation, which shall be denoted by the code "INT", 
followed by a number to indicate the relative location of the installation 
of the sensor on the observation aircraft in sequence from nose to tail 
of the observation aircraft; or

(2) a podded installation, which shall be denoted by the code "POD", 
followed by one of the following three letters:

(a) "L" - mounted under left wing;

(b) "R" - mounted under right wing; or

(c) "C" - mounted on the aircraft centre line;
(B) a group of up to three alphanumeric characters to represent the type of installation in 
accordance with the following convention:

(1) a vertical installation in which the sensor is not tilted more than five 



degrees from the vertical shall be denoted by the letter "V";

(2) an oblique installation in which the sensor is tilted more than five 
degrees from the vertical shall be denoted by one of the following two 
letters, followed by the depression angle in degrees:

(a) "L" - left pointing;

(b) "R" - right pointing;

(3) a fan installation of two or more sensors shall be denoted by 
the letter "F";

(C) for a fan installation, a group of up to two numbers to indicate the number 
and position of the sensors as follows:

(1) the first number to indicate the total number of sensors in that 
installation; and,

(2) the second number to indicate the individual sensor position, in 
sequence from left to right relative to the direction of flight of the 
observation aircraft.

4. The focal length of a lens shall be provided in millimetres.

5. The date and time shall be provided to the nearest minute of Co-ordinated Universal 
Time.

6. The average height above ground level of the observation aircraft shall be denoted by a 
five-digit number, followed by a code to represent the units of measurement in either feet, 
by the letter "F", or metres, by the letter "M".

7. The latitude and longitude of the location of the observation aircraft shall be provided in 
degrees to the nearest one-hundredth of a degree, in the format "dd.dd(N or S) ddd.dd(E 
or W)", or in degrees and minutes to the nearest minute, in the format "dd mm(N or S) ddd 
mm(E or W)".

8. The true heading of the observation aircraft shall be provided in degrees to the nearest 
degree.

9. The roll angle of the observation aircraft shall be provided in degrees followed by a code 
to indicate whether the roll is to the left, by the letter "L", or to the right, by the letter "R".

10. The pitch angle of the observation aircraft shall be provided in degrees followed by a 
code to indicate whether the pitch is up, by the letter "U", or down, by the letter "D", 
relative to the horizontal.

11. The drift angle of the observation aircraft shall be provided in degrees followed by a 
code to indicate whether the drift is to the left, by the letter "L", or to the right, by the letter 
"R", relative to the flight path of the observation aircraft.

12. The groundspeed of the observation aircraft shall be denoted by a three-digit number 
followed by a two-letter code to indicate the units of measurement in either nautical miles, 
by the letters "NM", or kilometres, by the letters "KM", per hour.



13. The nearest point of the swath width shall be provided in kilometres.

14. The look down angle shall be provided in degrees measured from the vertical.

15. The swath width shall be provided in kilometres.

16. For photographic film, each magazine used during an observation flight from the same 
sensor shall be numbered in sequence starting from one. Each frame on the original film 
negative exposed by each sensor shall be individually numbered in sequence, from the 
first frame to the last frame of that magazine of that sensor. In each case when the film is 
numbered using one or two numbers per frame, a single frame shall be defined without 
ambiguity by specifying either the number closest to the centre of the frame, or, in the 
event that the numbers are equidistant from the centre, the smaller whole number.

ANNEX C
INFORMATION ON OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT

Pursuant to the provisions of Article V, paragraph 2 of the Treaty, States Parties, when 
designating aircraft as observation aircraft, shall notify all other States Parties of the 
information specified below.

1. Identification:

(A) type and model; and

(B) number, category, type and configuration of each sensor installed on the observation 
aircraft, as provided in accordance with the provisions of Annex B to the Treaty;

2. Mission Planning:

(A) for each type and configuration of sensor installed on the observation aircraft:
(1) for which ground resolution is dependent upon height above 
ground level, the height above ground level in metres at which that 
sensor achieves the ground resolution for that category of sensor 
specified in Article IV, paragraph 2 of the Treaty;

(2) for which ground resolution is not dependent upon height above 
ground level, the altitude for maximum range;

(B) optimum cruising speed in kilometres per hour at each altitude specified in accordance 
with subparagraph (A) of this paragraph;

(C) fuel consumption in kilograms per hour at optimum cruising speed at each altitude 
specified in accordance with subparagraph (A) of this paragraph.

3. Navigation, Communications and Landing Aids:

(A) each type of navigation equipment installed on the observation aircraft, including its 
positional accuracy, in metres; and

(B) radio communications, approach and landing aid equipment installed on the 



observation aircraft, in accordance with standard ICAO practice.

4. Ground Handling:

(A) length, wingspan, maximum height, wheel base, and turning radius;

(B) maximum take-off weight and maximum landing weight;

(C) airfield runway length and pavement strength required at maximum take-off and 
landing weights, including any capability for landing on unpaved strips;

(D) types and capacities of fuel, oils, hydraulic fluid and oxygen;

(E) types of electrical servicing and starting units; and

(F) any special requirements.

5. Accommodation facilities:

(A) number of flight crew;

(B) number of sensor operators;

(C) number of flight representatives, flight monitors or representatives who could be 
seated on board; and

(D) sleeping berths.
ANNEX D

CERTIFICATION OF OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT AND SENSORS
Section I. General provisions

1. Each State Party shall have the right to participate in the certification of an observation 
aircraft of each type and model and its associated set of sensors designated by another 
State Party pursuant to Article V of the Treaty, during which the observation aircraft and its 
sensors shall be examined both on the ground and in-flight.

2. Each certification shall be conducted in order to establish:

(A) that the aircraft is of a type and model designated pursuant to Article V of the Treaty;

(B) that the sensors installed on the observation aircraft are of a category specified in 
Article IV, paragraph 1 of the Treaty and satisfy the requirements specified in Article IV, 
paragraph 2 of the Treaty;

(C) that the technical information has been provided in accordance with the provisions of 
Annex B, Section I to the Treaty;

(D) in the event that the ground resolution of a sensor is dependent upon height above 
ground level, the minimum height above ground level from which each such sensor 
installed on an observation aircraft of that type and model may be operated during an 
observation flight, pursuant to the limitation on ground resolution specified in Article IV, 
paragraph 2 of the Treaty;



(E) in the event that the ground resolution is not dependent upon height above ground 
level, the ground resolution of each such sensor installed on an observation aircraft of that 
type and model, pursuant to the limitation on ground resolution specified in Article IV, 
paragraph 2 of the Treaty, and

(F) that the covers for sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of 
sensors are in their proper position in accordance with the provisions of Article IV, 
paragraph 4 of the Treaty.

3. Each State Party conducting a certification shall notify all other States Parties, no less 
than 60 days in advance, of the period of seven days during which the certification of that 
observation aircraft and its sensors will take place. Such notification shall specify:

(A) the State Party conducting the certification of the observation aircraft and its sensors;

(B) the point of entry at which personnel of the States Parties taking part in the certification 
should arrive;

(C) the location at which the certification is to be conducted;

(D) the dates on which the certification is to begin and end;

(E) the number, type and model of each observation aircraft to be certified; and

(F) the type and model, description and configuration of each sensor installed on the 
observation aircraft to be certified, in accordance with the format specified in Annex B, 
Appendix 1 to the Treaty.

4. No later than ten days after receipt of the notification pursuant to the provisions of 
paragraph 3 of this Section, each State Party shall notify all other States Parties of its 
intention to participate in the certification of such aircraft and its sensors pursuant to the 
provisions of Article IV, paragraph 11. The number of individuals that shall participate in the 
certification from amongst those States Parties that notified their intention to participate 
shall be decided upon within the Open Skies Consultative Commission. Unless otherwise 
ageed, the number of individuals shall total no more than 40 and include no more than four 
from any one State Party. In the event that two or more States Parties notify their intention 
to conduct a certification during the same period, it shall be decided within the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission which of them shall conduct the certification in this period.

5. Each State Party taking part in the certification shall notify the State Party conducting 
the certification no less than 30 days prior to the date on which the certification of the 
observation aircraft is to begin, as notified in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Section, 
of the following:

(A) the names of the individuals taking part in the certification and, in the event that a 
noncommercial transport aircraft is used to travel to the point of entry, a list of the names 
of the crew members, in each case specifying gender, date of birth, place of birth and 
passport number. All such individuals shall be on the list of individuals designated pursuant 
to Article XIII, Section I of the Treaty;

(B) the date and the estimated time of arrival of such individuals at the point of entry; and



(C) the mode of transport used to arrive at the point of entry.

6. No less than 14 days prior to the date on which the certification of the observation 
aircraft is to begin, as notified in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Section, the State 
Party conducting the certification shall provide the States Parties which are taking part in 
the certification with the following information for each sensor installed on the observation 
aircraft, and for associated equipment used for the annotation of data collected by 
sensors:

(A) a description of each constituent part of the sensor, including its purpose, and any 
connection to associated equipment used for the annotation of data;

(B) photographs taken of each sensor separate from the observation aircraft, in 
accordance with the following specifications:

(1) each sensor shall fill at least 80 per cent of the photograph either 
horizontally or vertically;

(2) such photographs may be either color or black and white and shall 
measure 18 centimetres by 24 centimetres, excluding the border; and

(3) each photograph shall be annotated with the category of the sensor, its type and 
model, and the name of the State Party that is presenting the sensor for certification;

(C) instructions on the in-flight operation of each sensor.

7. In the event that no State Party notifies its intention to take part in the certification in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Section, the State Party shall 
conduct by itself an in-flight examination in accordance with the provisions of Section III of 
this Annex and complete a certification report in accordance with the provisions of Section 
IV of this Annex.

8. The provisions of Article XIII, Section II of the Treaty shall apply to the personnel of each 
State Party taking part in the certification during the entire period of their stay on the 
territory of the State Party conducting the certification.

9. The personnel of each State Party taking part in the certification shall leave the territory 
of the State Party conducting the certification promptly after signing the certification report.

Section II. Ground examination

1. With the approval of the State Party conducting the certification, ground examinations 
by more than one State Party may be conducted simultaneously. States Parties shall have 
the right jointly to conduct a ground examination of the observation aircraft and its sensors. 
The State Party conducting the certification shall have the right to determine the number of 
personnel engaged at any one time in the ground examination of an observation aircraft 
and its sensors.

2. Unless otherwise agreed, the ground examination shall not exceed three eight-hour 
periods for each observation aircraft and its sensors.

3. Prior to the commencement of the ground examination, the State Party conducting the 



certification shall provide the States Parties taking part in the certification with the following 
information:

(A) for optical panoramic and framing cameras:
(1) the modulation transfer curve of the response of the lens to spatial 
frequency (frequency/ contrast characteristic) at the maximum relative 
aperture of that lens, in lines per millimetre;

(2) specifications of the black and white aerial film that will be used to 
collect data during an observation flight, or for the duplication of such 
data, in accordance with the provisions of Annex K, Section I, 
paragraph 2 to the Treaty;

(3) specifications of the film processors which will be used to develop 
original film negatives and duplicators that will be used to produce film 
positives or negatives, in accordance with the provisions of Annex K, 
Section I, paragraph 1 to the Treaty; and

(4) flight test data showing ground resolution as a function of height 
above ground level for each type of aerial film that will be used with 
the optical camera;

(B) for video cameras, flight test data from all output devices showing ground resolution as 
a function of height above ground level;

(C) for infrared line-scanning, devices, flight test data from all output devices showing 
ground resolution as a function of height above ground level; and

(D) for sideways-looking synthetic aperture radar, flight test data from all output devices 
showing ground resolution as a function of slant range from the aircraft.

4. Prior to the commencement of the ground examination, the State Party conducting the 
certification shall provide a briefing to the State Party or States Parties taking part in the 
certification on:

(A) its plan for the conduct of the ground examination of the observation aircraft and its 
sensors;

(B) the observation aircraft, as well as its sensors, associated equipment and covers for 
sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of sensors, indicating their 
location on the observation aircraft with the help of diagrams, photographs, slides and 
other visual materials;

(C) all necessary safety precautions that shall be observed during the ground examination 
of the observation aircraft and its sensors; and

(D) the inventory procedures that escorts of the State Party conducting the certification 
intend to use pursuant to paragraph 6 of this Section.

5. Prior to the commencement of the ground examination, each State Party taking part in 
the certification shall deliver to the State Party conducting the certification a list of each 
item of equipment to be used during the ground examination or in-flight examination. The 



States Parties conducting the examination shall be permitted to take on board the 
observation aircraft and use video cameras, hand-held audio recorders and hand-held 
electronic computers. The States Parties taking part in the certification shall be permitted 
to use other items of equipment, subject to the approval of the State Party conducting the 
certification.

6. The States Parties taking part in the certification shall, together with the State Party 
conducting the certification, conduct an inventory of each item of equipment provided for in 
paragraph 5 of this Section, and review the inventory procedures which shall be followed 
to confirm that each item of equipment brought on board the observation aircraft by the 
States Parties taking part in the certification has been removed from the observation 
aircraft upon conclusion of the examination.

7. Personnel of each State Party taking part in the certification shall have the right to 
conduct the following activities during the ground examination on the observation aircraft 
and of each sensor installed on the observation aircraft:

(A) confirm that the number and configuration of each sensor installed on the observation 
aircraft correspond to the information provided in accordance with the provisions of 
Section I, paragraph 6 of this Annex, Annex C and Annex B, Section I;

(B) familiarize themselves with the installation of each sensor on the observation aircraft, 
including the constituent parts thereof and their connections to each other and to any 
associated equipment used for the annotation of data;

(C) obtain a demonstration of the control and operation of each sensor; and

(D) familiarize themselves with the flight test data provided in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 3 of this Section.

8. At the request of any State Party taking part in the certification, the State Party 
conducting the certification shall photograph any sensor installed on the observation 
aircraft, the associated equipment on the observation aircraft, or the sensor apertures with 
their covers or devices which inhibit the operation of sensors. Such photographs shall fulfill 
the requirements specified in Section I, paragraph 6, subparagraphs (B)(1), (2) and (3) of 
this Annex.

9. The State Party conducting the certification shall have the right to designate personnel 
to accompany throughout the ground examination the personnel of the States Parties 
taking part in the certification to confirm compliance with the provisions of this Section. The 
personnel of the State Party conducting the certification shall not interfere with the 
activities of the States Parties taking part in the certification, unless such activities conflict 
with the safety precautions provided for in paragraph 4, subparagraph (C) of this Section.

10. The State Party conducting the certification shall provide the States Parties taking part 
in the certification access to the entire observation aircraft, its sensors and associated 
equipment and sufficient power to operate its sensors and associated equipment. The 
State Party conducting the certification shall open such compartments or remove panels or 
barriers, to the extent necessary to permit examination of any sensor and associated 
equipment subject to certification.

11. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, the ground examination shall be 



conducted in a manner that does not:

(A) degrade, damage, or prevent subsequent operation of the observation aircraft or its 
sensors;

(B) alter the electrical or mechanical structure of the observation aircraft or its sensors; or

(C) impair the airworthiness of the observation aircraft.

12. The States Parties taking part in the certification shall have the right to take 
measurements, and make notes, sketches, similar records and recordings using the items 
of equipment listed in paragraph 5 of this Section, relating to the observation aircraft, its 
sensors and their associated equipment. Such working materials may be retained by the 
State Party taking part in the certification and shall not be subject to any review or 
examination by the State Party conducting the certification.

13. The State Party conducting the certification shall make every effort to answer 
questions of the States Parties taking part in the certification that pertain to the ground 
examination.

14. Upon completion of the ground examination, the States Parties taking part in the 
certification shall leave the observation aircraft, and the State Party conducting the 
certification shall have the right to use its own inventory procedures set forth in accordance 
with paragraph 6 of this Section to confirm that all the equipment used during the ground 
examination in accordance with paragraph 5 of this Section has been removed from the 
observation aircraft.

Section III. In-flight examination

1. In addition to conducting a ground examination of the observation aircraft and its 
sensors, the State Party conducting the certification shall conduct one in-flight examination 
of its sensors which shall be sufficient to:

(A) permit observation of the operation of all the sensors installed on the observation 
aircraft;

(B) in the event that the ground resolution of a sensor is dependent upon height above 
ground level, establish the minimum height above ground level from which each such 
sensor installed on an observation aircraft of that type and model shall be operated for any 
observation flight, in accordance with the limitation on ground resolution specified in Article 
IV, paragraph 2 of the Treaty; and

(C) in the event that the ground resolution of a sensor is not dependent upon height above 
ground level, establish the ground resolution of each such sensor installed on an 
observation aircraft of that type and model is in accordance with the limitation on ground 
resolution specified in Article IV, paragraph 2 of the Treaty.

2. Prior to the commencement of the in-flight examination of the sensors, the State Party 
conducting the certification shall brief the States Parties participating in the certification on 
its plan for the conduct of the in-flight examination. This briefing shall include the following 
information:

(A) a diagram of the calibration targets that it intends to use for the in-flight examination in 



accordance with the provisions of Appendix 1, Section I, paragraph 5 to this Annex;

(B) the estimated time, meteorological conditions, number, direction and height above 
ground level of each pass over the calibration target appropriate to each sensor to be 
certified; and

(C) all necessary safety precautions that shall be observed during the in-flight examination 
of the observation aircraft and its sensors.

3. Prior to and during the conduct of the in-flight examination, States Parties takng part in 
the certification shall have the right to visit the location of the calibration targets. The State 
Party conducting the certification shall provide such items of equipment as required to 
confirm that the calibration targets meet the specifications set forth in Appendix 1, Section I 
to this Annex.

4. The in-flight examination shall be conducted during clear atmospheric daytime 
conditions, unless otherwise agreed, over the calibration targets appropriate to each 
category of sensor installed on the observation aircraft in accordance with the provisions of 
Appendix 1, Section II to this Annex, to determine the ground resolution of each sensor.

5. The State Party conducting the certification shall provide such data on the 
meteorological conditions at the location of the calibration targets during the in-flight 
examination of the sensors as are necessary to make the calculations in accordance with 
the methodologies specified in Appendix 1, Section III to this Annex.

6. Each State Party shall have the right to designate personnel to take part in the in-flight 
examination. In the event that the number of individuals so designated exceeds the 
passenger capacity of the observation aircraft, the States Parties participating in the 
certification shall agree which of its personnel shall participate in the in-flight examination.

7. Personnel of the States Parties designated pursuant to paragraph 6 of this Section shall 
have the right to observe the operation of the sensors by personnel of the State Party 
conducting the certification.

8. Personnel of the States Parties taking part in the certification shall have the right to 
monitor the unsealing of the film cassette and the storage, processing and handling of the 
original film negative exposed during the in-flight examination, in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex K, Section II to the Treaty.

Section IV. Certification report

1. Upon completion of the sound and in-flight examinations, data collected by sensors and 
from the calibration targets shall be examined jointly by the State Party conducting the 
certification and the States Parties taking part in the certification. These States Parties 
shall prepare a certification report which shall establish:

(A) that the observation aircraft is of a type and model designated pursuant to Article V of 
the Treaty;

(B) that the sensors installed on the observation aircraft are of a category provided for in 
Article IV, paragraph 1 of the Treaty and satisfy the requirements of Article IV, paragraph 2 
of the Treaty;



(C) that the technical information on sensors has been provided in accordance with Annex 
B, Section I to the Treaty;

(D) in the event that the ground resolution of a sensor is dependent upon height above 
ground level, the minimum height above ground level at which each such sensor on an 
observation aircraft of that type and model may be operated during an observation flight 
pursuant to the limitation on ground resolution specified in Article IV, paragraph 2 of the 
Treaty;

(E) in the event that the ground resolution is not dependent upon height above ground 
level, the ground resolution of each such sensor installed on an observation aircraft of that 
type and model, pursuant to the limitations on ground resolution specified in Article IV, 
paragraph 2 of the Treaty; and

(F) that the covers for sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of 
sensors are in accordance with the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 4 of the Treaty.

2. A copy of the information for each sensor provided pursuant to Section I, paragraph 6 
and Section II, paragraphs 3 and 8 of this Annex shall be attached to the certification 
report.

3. Copies of the certification report shall be provided to all other States Parties by the State 
Party conducting the certification. States Parties that did not take part in the certification 
shall not have the right to reject the conclusions contained in the certification report.

4. An observation aircraft and its associated set of sensors shall be deemed to be certified 
unless the States Parties taking part in the certification are unable to reach agreement on 
the contents of the certification report.

5. In the event that the State Party conducting the certification and States Parties taking 
part in the certification are unable to reach agreement on the contents of the certification 
report, the observation aircraft shall not be used for observation flights until the issue is 
resolved.

APPENDIX 1 TO ANNEX D
METHODOLOGIES FOR THE VERIFICATION OF THE PERFORMANCE OF

SENSORS INSTALLED ON AN OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT

The ground resolution of each sensor installed on the observation aircraft, and, where its 
performance depends on height above ground level, the minimum height above ground 
level at which this sensor may be operated during an observation flight, shall be 
determined and confirmed on the basis of data collected over calibration targets 
appropriate to each category of sensor in accordance with the specifications in Section I 
and calculated in accordance with the methodologies to be determined within the Open 
Skies Consultative Commission.

Section I. Specifications for calibration targets

1. Calibration targets shall be provided by the State Party conducting the certification in 
accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty. Such calibration targets shall be 
used to establish the ground resolution of sensors, of a type appropriate to each sensor 
category, and designed in accordance with characteristics specified below.

2. Calibration targets for establishing the ground resolution of optical cameras shall consist 



of a series of groups of alternating black and white bars. Each group of bars shall consist 
of a minimum of two black bars separated by a white bar. The width of black and white 
bars within a group shall remain constant. The width of the bars in groups of bars in the 
calibration target shall change in steps sufficient to ensure accurate measurement of the 
ground resolution. The length of the bars shall remain constant within each group. The 
contrast ratio of the black to white bars shall be consistent throughout the target and shall 
be at least 5 to 1 (equivalent to a modulation of 0.66).

3. Calibration targets for establishing the ground resolution of infra-red line-scanning 
devices shall be determined within the Open Skies Consultative Commission during the 
period of provisional application.

4. Calibration targets for establishing the ground resolution of sideways-looking synthetic 
aperture radar shall consist of arrays of trihedral corner reflectors whose configuration 
shall be in accordance with the methodologies determined within the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission during the period of provisional application.

5. Each State Party shall provide all other States Parties with a diagram of the calibration 
targets that it intends to use for the purpose of in-flight examination. Such diagrams shall 
be annotated with the overall dimensions of the calibration targets, their locations and the 
type of terrain on which they are deployed, as well as the information appropriate to each 
type of calibration target as determined within the Open Skies Consultative Commission 
during the period of provisional application.

Section II. Conduct of in-flight examination 

1. In order to establish the ground resolution of panoramic or vertically-installed framing 
cameras, the line of flight of the observation aircraft shall be directly over and parallel to 
the calibration target. In order to establish the ground resolution of obliquely-installed 
framing cameras, the line of flight of the observation aircraft shall be parallel to the 
calibration target at a range such that the image of the calibration target appears in the 
foreground of the field of view of the optical camera set at its maximum angle measured 
from the horizontal or minimum angle measured from the vertical.

2. In order to establish the ground resolution of an infra-red line-scanning device, the line 
of flight of the observation aircraft shall be directly over and parallel to the calibration target 
at an agreed range of heights above ground level.

3. In order to establish the ground resolution of a sideways-looking synthetic aperture 
radar, the line of flight of the observation aircraft shall be to the side of the array of the 
corner reflectors.

Section III. Analysis of data collected during the in-flight examination

1. Following the in-flight examination, the State Party conducting the certification and the 
States Parties taking part in the certification shall jointly analyse the data collected during 
the in-flight examination pursuant to Annex D, Section IV, paragraph 1 to the Treaty.

2. The methodology for calculating the minimum height above ground level at which each 
optical camera installed on the observation aircraft may be operated during an observation 
flight, including the value of the contrast ratio or the equivalent modulation to be used in 
this calculation, which shall be not less than 1.6:1 (correspondingly 0.23) and not greater 
than 4:1 (correspondingly 0.6), shall be determined within the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission during the period of provisional application and prior to 30 June 1992. The 



ground resolution of optical cameras shall be determined from a visual analysis of the 
image of the calibration target on the original film negative. The numerical value of ground 
resolution shall be equal to the width of the smallest bar of the calibration target that is 
distinguishable as a separate bar.

3. The methodology for calculating the minimum height above ground level at which each 
video camera installed on the observation aircraft may be operated during an observation 
flight shall be determined within the Open Skies Consultative Commission during the 
period of provisional application.

4. The methodology for calculating the minimum height above ground level at which an 
infra-red line-scanning device installed on the observation aircraft may be operated during 
an observation flight, including the value of the minimum resolvable temperature difference 
to be used in this calculation, shall be determined within the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission during the period of provisional application.

5. The methodology for calculating the ground resolution of a sideways-looking synthetic 
aperture radar, including the determination of the relationship between the impulse 
response method and the object separation method, shall be determined within the Open 
Skies Consultative Commission during the period of provisional application.

ANNEX E
PROCEDURES FOR ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

1. Each State Party shall designate one or more points of entry, one or more points of exit, 
and one or more Open Skies airfields on its territory. Points of entry and points of exit may 
or may not be the same as the Open Skies airfields. Unless otherwise agreed, if an Open 
Skies airfield is different from a point of entry, the Open Skies airfield shall be designated 
so that the observing Party can reach the Open Skies airfield within five hours from the 
point of entry either in its own observation aircraft or in transportation provided by the 
observed Party. The observing Party, after arriving at a point of entry or an Open Skies 
airfield, shall have the right to a rest period, subject to the provisions of Article VI of the 
Treaty.

2. Each State Party shall have the right to designate entry fixes and exit fixes. If a State 
Party elects to designate entry fixes and exit fixes, such fixes shall facilitate flight from the 
territory of the observing Party to the point of entry of the observed Party. Planned flights 
between entry fixes and points of entry and between points of exit and exit fixes shall be 
conducted in accordance with published ICAO standards and recommended practices and 
national regulations. In the event that portions of the flights between entry fixes and points 
of entry or between points of exit and exit fixes lie in international airspace, the flight 
through international airspace shall be conducted in accordance with published 
international regulations.

3. Information on points of entry and points of exit, Open Skies airfields, entry fixes and 
exit fixes, refuelling airfields, and calibration targets shall initially be as specified in 
Appendix 1 to this Annex.

4. A State Party shall have the right to introduce changes to Appendix 1 to this Annex by 
notifying all other States Parties of such changes, in writing, no less than 90 days before 
such changes become effective.

5. Each State Party shall ensure effective observation of its entire territory as follows:



(A) for its mainland territory, Open Skies airfields shall be designated in such a way that no 
point on its territory is farther from one or more such airfields than 35 per cent of the 
maximum flight distance or distances established for that State Party in accordance with 
Annex A to the Treaty;

(B) for portions of its territory that are separated from the mainland territory:
(1) that State Party shall apply the provisions of subparagraph (A) of 
this paragraph; or

(2) in the event that the portion or portions of the territory are 
separated from the mainland territory by more than 600 kilometres, or 
if agreed between that State Party and the observing Party, or if 
otherwise provided for in Annex A, that State Party shall provide 
special procedures, including the possible use of refuelling airfields; or

(3) in the event that a portion or portions of the territory are separated 
from the mainland territory by less than 600 kilometres, and such 
portion or portions of the territory are not covered by the provisions of 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, that State Party may specify a 
separate maximum flight distance in Annex A to cover such portion or 
portions of its territory.

6. Immediately upon the arrival of an observation aircraft at the point of entry, and 
immediately prior to the departure of an observation aircraft from the point of exit, both the 
observed and observing Parties shall inspect the covers for sensor apertures or other 
devices that inhibit the operation of sensors installed in accordance with Article IV, 
paragraph 4. In the event that the point of entry is different from the Open Skies airfield 
from which the observation flight commences, both the observed and observing Parties 
shall inspect the covers for sensor apertures or other devices that inhibit the operation of 
sensors immediately prior to departure of the observation aircraft from the point of entry en 
route to the Open Skies airfield from which the observation flight commences. In the event 
that the point of exit is different from the Open Skies airfield at which the observation flight 
terminates, both the observed and observing Parties shall inspect the covers for sensor 
apertures or other devices tha
t inhibit the operation of sensors immediately prior to departure of the observation aircraft 
from such airfield en route to the point of exit.

7. A State Party shall have the right to conduct an examination and inventory of the items 
of equipment that the other State Party intends to use for the purpose of conducting a pre-
flight inspection of sensors and, if applicable, the observation aircraft, as well as items that 
the flight representatives intend to bring on board the observation aircraft. This 
examination and inventory:

(A) shall begin no later than one hour after arrival of such items at the point of entry or the 
Open Skies airfield, at the choice of the State Party conducting the inventory, and shall be 
completed within one hour, and

(B) shall be carried out in the presence of one or more designated individuals of the other 
State Party.



8. If, during the examination and inventory of the items of equipment to be used in the 
sensor inspection and, if applicable, observation aircraft inspection, as well as the items 
that the flight representatives intend to bring on board the observation aircraft, the State 
Party conducting the examination and inventory determines that the items do not conform 
to the list of authorized equipment contained in Annex D, Section II, paragraph 5, or to the 
items described in Annex G, Section I, paragraph 4, it shall have the right to deny 
permission for the use of such items. Items so identified that are brought into the territory 
of the observed Party by the observing Party shall be, unless otherwise agreed:

(A) placed in a sealed container for safekeeping; and

(B) subsequently removed from the territory of the observed Party at the earliest 
opportunity, but not later than the departure of the observing Party from the territory of the 
observed Party.

9. In the event that the observing Party travels to the point of entry specified in the 
notification provided in accordance with Article VI, Section I, paragraph 5 of this Treaty, 
using a transport aircraft registered with the observing Party or with another State Party, 
the transport aircraft shall be permitted:

(A) to depart from the territory of the observed Party;

(B) in the event that the point of entry is the same as the point of exit, to remain at the 
point of entry until departure of the observing Party from the territory of the observed Party; 
or

(C) in the event that the point of entry is not the same as the point of exit, to fly to the point 
of exit in sufficient time for further crew rest prior to departure of all the personnel of the 
observing Party from the territory of the observed Party.

10. In the event that the observation aircraft is provided by the observed Party and the 
observing Party does not use its own transport aircraft for transporting its personnel from 
the point of entry to the Open Skies airfield, the observed Party shall ensure that the 
personnel of the observing Party are transported from the point of entry to the Open Skies 
airfield and from the Open Skies airfield to the point of exit.

ANNEX E
APPENDIX 1

Section I. Designation of sites

The sites to be used as points of entry, points of exit, Open Skies airfields, refuelling 
airfields, calibration targets, and, if applicable, entry fixes and exit fixes are initially as 
specified in Section II of this Appendix. The designation includes:

(A) Site: name of point of entry, point of exit, Open Skies airfield, entry fix, exit fix, 
refuelling airfield, and calibration target;

(B) Location: latitude and longitude of the respective site, to the nearest second; and

(C) Inspection: whether or not the pre-flight inspection of the aircraft or the sensors can be 
conducted at this site.

Section II. Points of entry, points of exit, Open Skies airfields, 



entry fixes, exit fixes, refuelling airfields, and calibration targets

State Party: The Federal Republic of Germany
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Koln/Bonn N 50-52-02 Yes
(EDDK) E 007-08-37

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors 

Wunstorf N 52-27-48
(EDNW) E 009-25-70 No
Landsberg/Lech N 48-04-28
(EDSA) E 010-54-42 No

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
Koln/Bonn To be determined

State Party: The United States of America 
POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Washington Dulles N 38-56-36 Yes
International, DC W 077-27-24
Travis AFB N 38-15-48 Yes
California W 121-55-48

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Washington Dulles N 38-56-36 Yes
International, DC W 077-27-24
Travis AFB N 38-15-48 Yes
California W 121-55-48
Elmendorf AFB N 61-15-12 Yes
Alaska W 149-47-30
Lincoln Municipal N 40-51-00 No
Nebraska W 096-45-30

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Honolulu International N 21-19-06
Hawaii W 157-55-24
Malmstrom AFB N 47-30-18
Montana W 111-11-00
Phoenix-Sky Harbor N 33-26-12



International Arizona W 112-00-24
General Mitchell N 42-56-48
International Wisconsin W 087-53-36
McGhee Tyson N 35-48-48
Tennessee W 083-59-36

CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
Washington Dulles To be determined
Travis AFB To be determined
Elmendorf AFB To be determined
State Party: Republic of Belarus and the Russian Federation group of States Parties

POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Kubinka N 55-36-30

E 036-39-10 Yes
Ulan-Ude N 51-48-00

E 107-27-00 Yes
OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Kubinka N 55-36-30 Yes
E 036-39-10

Ulan-Ude N 51-48-00 Yes
E 107-27-00

Magadan N 59-54-06 No
E 150-03-01

Vorkuta N 67-29-00 No
E 063-59-00

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
State Party: Benelux

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Zaventem/ N 50-54-01 Yes
Melsbroek W 004-59-09

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELD

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Zaventem/ N 50-54-01 Yes
Melsbroek W 004-59-09

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined



REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
Volkel N 54-39-03

W 005-42-02

State Party: Republic of Bulgaria
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Sofia N 42-41-07 Yes
E 023-24-05

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Sofia N 42-41-07 Yes
E 023-24-05

Burgas N 42-34-00 No
E 027-30-00

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

Site Location
Sofia N 42-41-07

E 023-24-05
Burgas N 42-34-00

E 027-30-00
CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
State Party: Canada

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Ottawa N 45-19-21 Yes
(CYOW) W 075-40-10

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Ottawa N 45-19-21 Yes
W 075-40-10

lqaluit N 63-45-22 No
W 068-33-25

Yellowknife N 62-27-45 No



W 114-26-20
ENTRY/EXIT FIXES

To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

Site Location
Edmonton N 53-18-35

W 113-34-43
Halifax N 44-52-51

W 063-30-33
Winnipeg N 49-54-39

W 097-14-35
Churchill N 58-44-13

W 094-03-26
CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
Ottawa area To be determined

State Party: The Kingdom of Denmark
POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Copenhagen N 55-37-07 No
International Airport (EKCH) E 012-39-26
Military N 55-46-09 Yes
Airfield E 012-19-34
Vaerloese
(EKVL)

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELD
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Military N 55-46-09 Yes
Airfield E 012-19-34
Vaerloese 

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location
Vagar N 62-03-51
Airport W 007-16-26
(EKVG)
Soendre N 67-01-05
Stroemfjord W 050-41-39
International Airport
(BGSF)

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location



State Party: The Kingdom of Spain
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors 

Getafe N 40-17-43 Yes
W 003-43-21

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT FOR CANARY ISLANDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Gando N 27-55-49 Yes

W 015-23-05
OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Getafe N 40-17-43 Yes
W 003-43-21

Valencia N 39-29-26 No
W 000-28-50

Valladolid N 41-42-26 No
W 004-51-02

Moron N 37-10-34 No
W 005-36-53

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Nil

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location

State Party: The French Republic
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Orleans-Bricy N 47-59-12 Yes
E 001-45-43

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Orleans-Bricy N 47-59-12 Yes
E 001-45-43

Toulouse-Blagnac N 43-37-26 No
E 001-22-53

Nice-Cote N 43-39-47 No
d'Azur E 007-12-09

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined



REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Nil

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location

State Party: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Brize Norton N 51-44-97 Yes
W 001-34-93

Heathrow N 51-28-72 No
W 000-27-47

NOTE: Heathrow is for arrival of personnel on scheduled passenger services only. Not for 
observation or transport aircraft.

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Brize Norton N 51-44-97 Yes

W 001-34-93
Scampton N 53-18-45 Yes

W 000-32-95
Leuchars N 55-22-38 Yes

W 000-52-03
ENTRY/EXIT FIXES

To be determined by FAA

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Nil

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
Boscombe Down N 51-09-10

W 001-44-76
State Party: The Hellenic Republic

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Thessaloniki N 40-27-22 Yes
International E 022-59-21

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Thessaloniki N 40-27-22 Yes
International E 022-59-21
Elefsis N 38-04-00 Yes

E 023-33-38
ENTRY/EXIT FIX

Site Location
Chouchouligovo N 41-24-40

E 023-22-02



REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
State Party: The Republic of Hungary

POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Budapest/Ferihegy N 47-26-18 Yes
(LHBP) E 019-15-48 
Tokol N 47-21-14 Yes
(LHTL) E 018-58-08

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Budapest/Ferihegy N 47-26-18 Yes
(LHBP) E 019-15-48

Tokol N 47-21-14 Yes
(LHTL) E 018-58-08

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
None

CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
To be determined

State Party: The Republic of Iceland
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Keflavik N 63-59-48 Yes
W 022-36-30

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location

N 63-59-07 
W 022-36-20

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
State Party: The Republic of Italy

POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 



aircraft/sensors 
Milano-Malpensa N 45-38-00 Yes

E 008-44-00
Palermo-Punta N 38-10-40 Yes
Raisi E 013-05-20

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Milano-Malpensa N 45-38-00 Yes

E 008-44-00
Palermo-Punta N 38-10-40 Yes
Raisi E 013-05-20

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
The above-mentioned Open Skies airfields

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
State Party: The Kingdom of Norway

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Oslo-Gardermoen N 60-12-10 Yes
(ENGM) E 011-05-08

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Oslo-Gardermoen N 60-12-10 Yes
(ENGM E 011-05-08
Tromsoe-Langnes N 69-40-53 No
(ENTC) E 018-55-10

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location
Trondheim-Vaernes N 63-27-29
(ENVA) E 010-55-33

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
State Party: The Republic of Poland

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Warszawa-Okecie N 52-13-10 Yes

E 021-01-10
OPEN SKIES AIRFIELD

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors 

Warszawa-Okecie N 52-13-10 Yes
E 021-01-10



ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location

State Party: The Portuguese Republic
POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors 

Lisboa N 38-46-22 Yes
International W 009-07-58

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Sta. Maria N 36-58-22 No

W 025-10-17
Porto Santo N 33-04-01 No

W 016-20-44
ENTRY/EXIT FIXES

To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location
Lisboa N 38-46-22
International W 009-07-58
Sta. Maria N 36-58-22
International W 025-10-17
Porto Santo N 33-04-01

W 016-20-44
CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
Lisboa To be determined
International

State Party: Romania
POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors

Bucharest-Otopeni N 44-34-30 Yes
International Airport E 026-05-10
Timisoara N 45-48-37 Yes
Airport E 021-20-22

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Bucharest-Otopeni N 44-34-30 Yes
International Airport E 026-05-10
Timisoara N 45-48-37 Yes
Airport E 021-20-22



Bacau Airport N 46-31-19 No 
E 026-54-41

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS

Site Location
Bucharest-Otopeni N 44-34-30
International Airport E 026-05-10
Timisoara N 45-48-37
Airport E 021-20-22

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
Urlati N 45-55-45

E 026-05-11
Dunavat N 45-02-10
Nord Murighiol E 029-13-20
State Party: The Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Praha N 50-06-10 Yes
International E 014-15-40

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Praha N 50-06-10 Yes
International E 014-15-40
Bratislava N 49-10-10 No
International E 017-12-50
Kosice N 48-40-10 No
International E 021-14-40

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location
Bratislava N 49-10-10
International E 017-12-50
Kosice N 48-40-10
International E 021-14-40

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
Praha To be determined
International
State Party: The Republic of Turkey

POINTS OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Eskisehir N 39-47-00 Yes

E 030-35-00



Diyarbakir N 30-50-00 Yes
E 040-05-00

OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors
Eskisehir N 39-47-00 Yes

E 030-35-00
Diyarbakir N 30-50-00 Yes

E 040-05-00
ENTRY/EXIT FIXES

To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
To be determined

CALIBRATION TARGETS
Site Location
Eskisehir To be determined Yes
Diyarbakir To be determined
State Party: Ukraine

POINT OF ENTRY/EXIT
Site Location Inspection of 

aircraft/sensors 
Borispol/Kiev N 50-20-07 Yes

E 030-53-07
OPEN SKIES AIRFIELDS

Site Location Inspection of 
aircraft/sensors 

Borispol/Kiev N 50-20-07 Yes
E 030-53-07

ENTRY/EXIT FIXES
To be determined

REFUELLING AIRFIELDS
Site Location
Lvov N 49-48-07

E 023-57-03
Odessa N 46-25-06

E 030-40-07
CALIBRATION TARGETS

Site Location
ANNEX F

PRE-FLIGHT INSPECTIONS AND DEMONSTRATION FLIGHTS
Section I. Pre-flight inspection of observation aircraft and sensors of the observing 

Party

1. The purpose of the pre-flight inspection of observation aircraft and sensors provided by 
the observing Party is to confirm that the observation aircraft, its sensors and associated 
equipment correspond to those certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to 
the Treaty. The observed Party shall have the right to conduct a pre-flight inspection of an 
observation aircraft and its sensors provided by the observing Party to confirm that:



(A) the observation aircraft, its sensors and associated equipment including, where 
applicable, lens and photographic film, correspond to those certified in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex D to the Treaty; and

(B) there are no items of equipment on board the observation aircraft other than those 
permitted by Article IV of the Treaty.

2. Upon arrival of the observation aircraft at the point of entry the observed Party shall: 

(A) provide a list of the inspectors, the number of whom shall not exceed ten persons, 
unless otherwise agreed, including the general function of each of the inspectors;

(B) provide a list of the items of equipment that they intend to use during the pre-flight 
inspection provided for in Annex D, Section II, paragraph 5 to the Treaty; and

(C) inform the observing Party of its plan for the pre-flight inspection of the observation 
aircraft and its sensors.

3. Prior to the commencement of the pre-flight inspection, a designated individual from the 
observing Party shall:

(A) brief the observed Party on the inventory procedures which shall be followed to confirm 
that all inspection equipment, as well as any non-destructive-testing equipment as 
provided for in paragraph 7 of this Section, brought on board the observation aircraft by 
the inspectors has been removed from the observation aircraft upon conclusion of the pre-
flight inspection;

(B) together with the inspectors, conduct an examination and inventory of each item of 
equipment to be used during the pre-flight inspection; and

(C) brief the inspectors on all safety precautions that they shall observe during the pre-
flight inspection of the observation aircraft and its sensors.

4. The pre-flight inspection shall not begin until the completion of the formal arrival 
procedures and shall take no longer than eight hours. 

5. The observing Party shall have the right to provide its own escorts to accompany the 
inspectors throughout the pre-flight inspection of the observation aircraft and its sensors to 
confirm that the inspection is conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Section. 
The observing Party shall facilitate the inspection in accordance with the procedures 
specified in Annex D, Section II, paragraphs 7 and 8 to the Treaty.

6. In conducting the pre-flight inspection, the inspectors shall have the right of access to 
the observation aircraft, its sensors and associated equipment, in the same manner as 
provided for in Annex D, Section II, paragraph 10, and shall comply with the provisions of 
Annex D, Section II, paragraphs 11 and 12 to the Treaty.

7. For the purposes of this inspection, the observed Party shall have the right to take on 
board and use the following non-destructive-testing equipment:

(A) video probe (borescope on video camera);



(B) X-ray and backscatter X-ray imaging equipment;

(C) ultrasonic imaging equipment;

(D) logic/data analyser,

(E) passive infra-red sensors; and

(F) 35 millimetre camera.

In addition, the observed Party shall have the right to take on board and use such other 
non-destructive testing equipment as may be necessary to establish that no items of 
equipment are on board the observation aircraft other than those permitted by Article IV of 
the Treaty, as may be agreed by the Open Skies Consultative Commission prior to 30 
June 1992.

8. Upon completion of the pre-flight inspection, the inspectors shall leave the observation 
aircraft, and the observing Party shall have the right to use its own inventory procedures to 
confirm that all inspection equipment used during the pre-flight inspection has been 
removed from the observation aircraft. If the observed Party is unable to demonstrate this 
to the satisfaction of the observing Party, the observing Party shall have the right to 
proceed with the observation flight or to cancel it, and when the observing Party is satisfied 
that it is safe to do so, depart from the territory of the observed Party. In the latter case, no 
observation flight shall be recorded against the quota of either State Party.

9. The inspectors shall immediately inform the observing Party if they establish that the 
observation aircraft, its sensors or associated equipment do not correspond to those 
certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty, or that there are items 
of equipment on board the observation aircraft other than those permitted by Article IV of 
the Treaty. If the observing Party is unable to demonstrate that the observation aircraft, its 
sensors, and associated equipment correspond to those certified in accordance with the 
provisions of Annex D to the Treaty and that there are no items of equipment on board the 
observation aircraft other than those permitted by Article IV of the Treaty, and if the 
observing and observed Parties do not agree otherwise, the observed Party shall have the 
right to prohibit the observation flight pursuant to Article VIII of the Treaty. If the 
observation flight is prohibited, the observation aircraft shall promptly depart from the 
territory of the observed Party and no observation flight shall be recorded against the 
quota of either State Party.

10. Upon completion of the pre-flight inspection of the observation aircraft and its sensors, 
the observed and observing Parties shall prepare a pre-flight inspection report which shall 
state that:

(A) the observation aircraft, its sensors and associated equipment correspond to those 
certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty; and

(B) there are no items of equipment on board the observation aircraft other than those 
perrmitted by Article IV of the Treaty.

11. Signature of the pre-flight inspection report by the observed Party shall signify its 
agreement for the observing Party to use that observation aircraft to conduct an 
observation flight over the territory of the observed Party.



Section II. Pre-flight inspection of sensors of the observed Party

1. The purpose of the pre-flight inspection of the sensors on an observation aircraft 
provided by the observed Party is to confirm that the sensors and associated equipment 
correspond to those certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty. 
The observing Party shall have the right to conduct a pre-flight inspection of the sensors 
and associated equipment installed on an observation aircraft provided by the observed 
Party to confirm that its sensors and associated equipment correspond to those certified in 
accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty.

2. Upon arrival of the inspectors of the observing Party at the location of the pre-flight 
inspection, the observing Party shall:

(A) provide a list of the inspectors, the number of whom shall not exceed five persons, 
unless otherwise agreed, including the general function of each inspector;

(B) provide a list of the items of equipment that the inspectors intend to use during the pre-
flight inspection; and

(C) inform the observed Party of its plan for the pre-flight inspection of the sensors and 
associated equipment on board the observation aircraft.

3. Prior to the commencement of the pre-flight inspection, a designated individual from the 
observed Party shall:

(A) brief the observing Party on the inventory procedures that shall be followed to confirm 
that each item of equipment brought on board the observation aircraft by the inspectors 
has been removed from the observation aircraft upon conclusion of the pre-flight 
inspection;

(B) together with the inspectors, conduct an examination and inventory of each item of 
equipment to be used during the pre-flight inspection; and 

(C) brief the inspectors on all necessary safety precautions that they must observe during 
the pre-flight inspection of the sensors and associated equipment installed on the 
observation aircraft.

4. The pre-flight inspection shall not begin until the completion of the formal arrival 
procedures and shall take no longer than eight hours.

5. The observed Party shall have the right to provide its own escorts to accompany the 
inspectors throughout the pre-flight inspection of the sensors and associated equipment on 
board the observation aircraft to confirm that the inspection is conducted in accordance 
with the provisions of this Section. The observed Party shall facilitate the inspection of the 
sensors and associated equipment on board the observation aircraft by the inspectors in 
accordance with the procedures specified in Annex D, Section II, paragraph 7 to the 
Treaty.

6. In conducting the pre-flight inspection, the inspectors shall have the right of access to 
the sensors and associated equipment on board the observation aircraft in the same 
manner as provided for in Annex D, Section II, paragraph 10 and shall comply with the 
provisions of Annex D, Section II, paragraphs 11 and 12 to the Treaty.



7. Upon completion of the pre-flight inspection, the inspectors shall leave the observation 
aircraft and the observed Party shall have the right to use its own inventory procedures to 
confirm that all items of equipment have been removed from the observation aircraft. If the 
observing Party is unable to demonstrate this to the satisfaction of the observed Party, the 
observed Party shall have the right to prohibit the observation flight in accordance with 
Article VIII of the Treaty, and no observation flight shall be recorded against the quota of 
either State Party.

8. The inspectors shall immediately inform the observed Party if they establish that any of 
the sensors or associated equipment on board the observation aircraft do not correspond 
to those certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty. If the 
observed Party is unable to demonstrate that the sensors or associated equipment on 
board the observation aircraft correspond to those certified in accordance with Annex D to 
the Treaty, the observing Party shall have the right to:

(A) agree to use an alternative package of sensor types or capabilities proposed by the 
observed Party;

(B) proceed according to the original mission plan;

(C) accept a delay in the commencement of the observation flight to permit the observed 
Party to rectify the problem determined to exist by the observing Party pursuant to this 
paragraph. In the event that the problem is resolved to the satisfaction of the observing 
Party, the flight shall proceed according to the mission plan, revised as necessary due to 
any delay. In the event that the problem is not rectified to the satisfaction of the observing 
Party, the observing Party shall depart the territory of the observed Party ; or

(D) cancel the observation flight, and immediately depart the territory of the observed 
Party.

9. If the observing Party leaves the territory of the observed Party not having conducted an 
observation flight, as provided for in paragraph 8, subparagraphs (C) and (D) of this 
Section, no observation flight shall be counted against the quota of either State Party.

10. Upon completion of the pre-flight inspection of the sensors and associated equipment 
installed on the observation aircraft, the observed Party and the observing Party shall 
prepare a pre-flight inspection report that shall state that the sensors correspond to those 
certified in accordance with the provisions of Annex D to the Treaty. Signature of the pre-
flight inspection report by the observing Party shall signify its agreement to use that 
observation aircraft to conduct an observation flight over the territory of the observed 
Party.

Section III. Demonstration flights

1. In the event that the aircraft is provided by the observing Party, at the request of the 
observed Party, the observing Party shall, following the pre-flight inspection, conduct a 
demonstration flight to allow the inspectors to observe the functioning of the sensors that 
are to be used during the observation flight and to collect sufficient data to allow them to 
confirm that the capability of those sensors is in accordance with the provisions of Article 
IV, paragraph 8 of the Treaty.

2. In the event that the aircraft is provided by the observed Party, at the request of the 



observing Party, the observed Party shall, following the pre-flight inspection, conduct a 
demonstration flight to allow the inspectors to observe the functioning of the sensors that 
are to be used during the observation flight and to collect sufficient data to allow them to 
confirm that the capability of those sensors is in accordance with the provisions of Article 
IV, paragraph 9 of the Treaty.

3. In the event that either the observed or observing Party exercises its right to request a 
demonstration flight:

(A) the demonstration flight shall be performed in accordance with the requirements of 
Annex D, Section III;
(B) the demonstration flight shall last for no more than two hours;

(C) the observed Party shall provide calibration targets in accordance with the 
specifications in Appendix 1 to Annex D to the Treaty in the vicinity of the airfield at which 
the pre-flight inspection is to be conducted;

(D) any delay in carrying out a request for a demonstration flight caused by weather 
conditions or problems with the aircraft or sensors of the observed Party shall not count 
against the time allocated for such flights, unless otherwise agreed;

(E) the observed Party shall process the data collected by sensors at a facility in the 
vicinity of the airfield at which the pre-flight inspection is to be conducted, in the presence 
of personnel of the observing Party, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX, 
Sections II and III of the Treaty; and

(F) the cost of the demonstration flight, including the provision of data recording media and 
the processing of data, shall be distributed in accordance with the provisions of Annex L, 
Section I, paragraph 9 to the Treaty.

4. In the event that the observed Party exercises its right to request a demonstration flight, 
the observing Party shall have the right to add a period of up to 24 hours to the 96 hours 
allowed for the conduct of the observation flight, pursuant to Article VI, Section I, 
paragraph 9. This shall not affect the right of other States Parties to conduct observation 
flights after the original period of 96 hours as provided for in Article VI, Section I, paragraph 
3 of the Treaty.

5. In the event that the observing Party exercises its right to request a demonstration flight, 
this shall be accomplished within the period of 96 hours allowed for the conduct of the 
observation flight, pursuant to Article VI, Section I, paragraph 9 of the Treaty.

6. In the event that the observed Party is not satisfied that the capability of any sensor 
installed on the observation aircraft provided by the observing Party is in accordance with 
the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 8 of the Treaty, the observed Party shall have the 
right to:

(A) in the case of a sensor for which ground resolution is dependent upon height above 
ground level, propose an alternative minimum height above ground level at which that 
sensor shall be permitted to be operated during the observation flight;

(B) in the case of sensors for which ground resolution is not dependent upon height above 
ground level, prohibit the operation of that sensor during the observation flight; or



(C) prohibit the observation flight pursuant to the provisions of Article VIII of the Treaty.

7. In the event that the observing Party is not satisfied that the capability of any sensor 
installed on the observation aircraft provided by the observed Party is in accordance with 
the provisions of Article IV, paragraph 9 of the Treaty, the observing Party shall have the 
right to:

(A) agree to use an alternative package of sensor types or capabilities proposed by the 
observed Party;

(B) in the case of a sensor for which ground resolution is dependent upon height above 
ground level, propose an alternative minimum height above ground level at which that 
sensor shall be permitted to be operated during the observation flight;

(C) in the case of sensors for which ground resolution is not dependent upon height above 
ground level, conduct the observation flight as planned, and the cost of the data recording 
media for that sensor shall be borne by the observed Party;

(D) accept a delay in the commencement of the observation flight to permit the observed 
Party to rectify the problem determined to exist by the observing Party. In the event that 
the problem is resolved to the satisfaction of the observing Party, the flight shall proceed 
according to the mission plan, revised as necessary due to any delay. In the event that the 
problem is not rectified to the satisfaction of the observing Party, the observing Party shall 
depart the territory of the observed Party; or

(E) cancel the observation flight pursuant to Article VIII of the Treaty and immediately 
depart the territory of the observed Party.

8. In the event that the observation flight is prohibited or cancelled by the State Party 
requesting the demonstration flight, no observation flight shall be counted against the 
quota of either State Party, and the State Party requesting the demonstration flight shall 
convey the matter to the Open Skies Consultative Commission.

ANNEX G
FLIGHT MONITORS, FLIGHT REPRESENTATIVES,

AND REPRESENTATIVES
Section I. Flight monitors and flight representatives

1. The provisions set forth in this Annex shall apply to personnel designated in accordance 
with Article XIII. Each State Party shall have the right to have at any one time the number 
of flight monitors and flight representatives on board the observation aircraft as set forth in 
Article VI, Section III. The provisions of that Section shall govern their activities with 
respect to the organization and conduct of observation flights. Each State Party shall 
facilitate the activities of the flight monitors and flight representatives pursuant to this 
Annex.

2. The observed Party shall appoint one of the flight monitors as chief flight monitor. The 
chief flight monitor shall be a national of the observed Party. The observing Party shall 
appoint one of the flight representatives as chief flight representative. The chief flight 
representative shall be a national of the observing Party.

3. In preparing for the observation flight, flight monitors and flight representatives shall 



have the right:

(A) to acquaint themselves with the technical literature relating to the functioning and 
operation of the sensors and the flight operation manual of the observation aircraft; and

(B) to acquaint themselves with the equipment of the observation aircraft relating to the 
control of the flight regime and the functioning and operation of the sensors installed on 
the observation aircraft.

4. Flight monitors and flight representatives shall have the right:

(A) to remain on board the observation aircraft throughout the observation flight, including 
any stops for refuelling or emergencies;

(B) to bring on board the observation aircraft and use maps, flight charts, publications, and 
operations manuals;

(C) to move unencumbered about the observation aircraft, including the flight deck, during 
the observation flight, except for flight safety reasons. In exercising their rights, the flight 
monitors or flight representatives shall not interfere with the activities of the flight crew;

(D) to monitor compliance with the flight plan and to observe the flight regime of the 
observation aircraft and the functioning and operation of the sensors;

(E) to listen to internal and external radio communications on board the aircraft and to 
make internal radio communications; and

(F) to record the parametres of the flight regime and the functioning and operation of the 
sensors on maps, charts, and notepads.

5. In addition to those rights specified in paragraph 4 of this Section, the chief flight monitor 
shall have the right:

(A) to consult the flight crew regarding compliance with national flight rules and the 
provisions of the Treaty;

(B) to observe the activities of the flight crew, including activities on the flight deck, during 
the observation flight, as well as to monitor the functioning and operation of the flight and 
navigation instruments of the observation aircraft;

(C) to provide recommendations to the flight crew regarding compliance with the flight 
plan;

(D) to ask the flight crew, without interfering with their activities, for information on the flight 
regime; and

(E) to communicate with air traffic control authorities, as appropriate, and to help relay and 
interpret communications from air traffic control authorities to flight crew and from the flight 
crew to the air traffic control authorities about the conduct of the observation flight; for this 
purpose, the chief flight monitor shall be permitted to make external radio communications 
using the radio equipment of the observation aircraft.



6. In the event that the chief flight monitor believes that the observation aircraft is deviating 
from its flight plan, the chief flight monitor shall advise the flight crew and may inform the 
air traffic control authorities of any deviations of the observation aircraft from the flight plan 
that the chief flight monitor believes could threaten flight safety.

7. In addition to the rights specified in paragraph 5 of this Section, the chief flight 
representative shall have:

(A) the rights as described in paragraph 5, subparagraphs (A), (B) and (D) of this Section 
with regard to the flight crew; and

(B) the fight, in case of deviation from the flight plan, to receive an explanation from the 
flight crew as to the reasons for such a deviation.

8. Flight representatives shall have the right to direct the operation of the sensors during 
the observation flight. In addition, upon notification to the observed Party prior to the 
commencement of the observation flight, flight representatives shall have the right to 
operate the sensors during the observation flight. In the event that the flight 
representatives exercise their right to operate the sensors pursuant to this paragraph, the 
observed Party shall not be responsible for any failure or inadequacy in the quality of the 
data collected by the sensors due to the operation of the sensors by the flight 
representatives.

Section II. Representatives

1. An observing Party using an observation aircraft designated by a third State Party shall 
have the right to have at any one time the number of representatives on board the 
observation aircraft set forth in Article VI, Section III of the Treaty.

2. The observing Party shall appoint one of its representatives as chief representative. The 
chief representative shall have the rights of the chief flight representative as specified in 
Section I of this Annex. In addition, the chief representative shall:

(A) advise the pilot-in-command regarding compliance with the provisions of the Treaty;

(B) have the right to monitor compliance by the observed Party with the provisions of the 
Treaty; and

(C) have the right, in case of deviations from the flight plan, to receive an explanation from 
the pilot-in-command as to the reasons for such a deviation.

3. Representatives shall have the rights of flight representatives as specified in Section I of 
this Annex.

ANNEX H
CO-ORDINATION OF PLANNED OBSERVATION FLIGHTS

1. In order to avoid potential time conflict regarding the conduct of observation flights over 
the same State Party, each State Party having the right to conduct observation flights 
following the annual distribution of active quotas may notify all other States Parties, no 
later than 1 November of each year, of its plans to utilize all or part of its active quota 
during the following year. The notification shall indicate the number of observation flights 
that the notifying State Party plans to conduct over the territory of other States Parties 



during each quarter of that year.

2. In no case shall the total number of observation flights planned and notified in 
accordance with paragraph 1 of this Annex over the territory of any one State Party during 
a given quarter exceed 16. Except as provided for in Article VI, Section I, paragraph 3, no 
State Party shall be obliged to accept more than one observation flight at any time during 
the period specified in Article VI, Section I, paragraph 9 of the Treaty.

3. States Parties that have notified, in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Annex, their 
plans to utilize one or more active quotas for observation flights over the territory of the 
same State Party during a given quarter or quarters shall hold consultations, if necessary, 
to avoid any conflict in their planned observation flights. In the event that agreement on 
avoidance of conflict cannot be reached through consultation among the States Parties 
involved, the issue shall be resolved by the drawing of lots by such States Parties. The first 
of those consultations, regarding observation flights in the quarter beginning 1 January of 
the following year, shall begin promptly following receipt of the notification provided for in 
paragraph I of this Annex. Subsequent consultations among the States Parties involved 
shall be conducted between 1 February and 15 February for the quarter beginning 1 April; 
between 1 May and 15 May for the quarter beginning 1 July; and between 1 August and 15 
August for the quarter begin
ning 1 October. The States Parties involved shall notify the resulting sequence of 
observation flights established in these consultations to all States Parties no later than 15 
November, 15 February, 15 May and 15 August, respectively.

4. No later than seven days after the notification of the sequence of observation flights 
established pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Annex, each State Party shall notify all States 
Parties planning to conduct observation flights over its territory during that quarter of each 
flight for which it intends to exercise the right to provide its own observation aircraft.

5. Each State Party that has not provided a notification pursuant to paragraph 1 of this 
Annex or has not notified its plans to utilize all of its active quotas, or has not conducted an 
observation flight during the quarter for which it had notified such planned flight, shall have 
the right to utilize such remaining active quotas, provided that such observation flights 
have been accommodated within the existing agreement reached pursuant to paragraph 3 
of this Annex.

ANNEX I
INFORMATION ON AIRSPACE AND FLIGHTS IN HAZARDOUS AIRSPACE

1. No earlier than 90 days after entry into force of the Treaty, at the request of any other 
State Party, a State Party shall provide, no later than 30 days after the receipt of such a 
request, the following information in accordance with ICAO provisions:

(A) its airspace structure, as published in the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) 
series;

(B) detailed information on all hazardous airspace; and

(C) airfield information and arrival and departure procedures for each of its:
(1) points of entry and points of exit;

(2) Open Skies airfields; and



(3) alternate airfields and refuelling airfields for its points of 
entry, points of exit, and Open Skies airfields.

2. Each State Party shall promptly notify States Parties that have requested information in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Annex of any changes to the 
information provided in accordance with paragraph 1 of this Annex. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this paragraph, Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) need not be provided.

3. No later than 90 days after entry into force of the Treaty, each State Party shall notify all 
other States Parties of the source of the information to be provided in accordance with 
paragraph 1 of this Annex.

ANNEX J
MONTREUX CONVENTION

1. Observation flights conducted under the provisions of the Treaty providing for the 
observation of the entire territory of States Parties shall not prejudice the Montreux 
Convention of 20 July 1936.

2. The routing and notification of transit flights of aircraft for the purpose of the Treaty 
falling within the scope of Article 23 of the Montreux Convention shall be governed by the 
provisions of that Article.

ANNEX K
INFORMATION ON FILM PROCESSORS, DUPLICATORS AND

PHOTOGRAPHIC FILMS, AND PROCEDURES FOR MONITORING
THE PROCESSING OF PHOTOGRAPHIC FILM

Section I. Information on film processors, duplicators and photographic films
1. Pursuant to Annex D, Section II, paragraph 3, subparagraph (A) (3) to the Treaty, each 
State Party, when notifying other States Parties of film processors or duplicators that it 
intends to use to develop original film negatives or produce duplicate film positives or 
negatives, shall provide the following manufacturer's information:

(A) the processor or duplicator name;

(B) the maximum and minimum width and length, if applicable, of film which may be 
processed or duplicated;

(C) each type of film that may be processed or duplicated in that film processor; and 

(D) each step in the process, including the range of exposure, temperature, duration, 
recommended film transport speed, chemicals and chemical mixes, for each type of film.

2. Pursuant to Annex D, Section II, paragraph 3, subparagraph (A) (2) to the Treaty, each 
State Party, when providing information on the types of black and white aerial film that it 
intends to use to collect data during the in-flight examination or an observation flight, or to 
duplicate such data, shall provide the following manufacturer's information, for each type 
of aerial film that may be processed or duplicated by means of the film processors or 
duplicators referred to in paragraph 1 of this Section, as necessary to confirm the 
capabilities of the film. Depending upon national practices of the film manufacturer, such 
information may include:



(A) effective film speed;

(B) resolution/modulation

(C) spectral sensitivity; and

(D) optical specular density or sensitometric characteristics.

3. For the purposes of determining the sensitometric characteristics of aerial film materials 
in accordance with its own national methodology, each State Party shall have the right to 
receive, upon request, unexposed samples of all types of photographic film to be used as 
data recording media, the chemicals for processing them, and to receive instructions for 
processing and duplication of such photographic films. Such samples and instructions 
shall be provided no later than 30 days after receipt of such a request.

Section II. Monitoring of film processing and duplication

1. States Parties taking part in the certification of an observation aircraft and its sensors 
shall have the right to monitor the processing and duplication of the aerial film used during 
the in-flight examination. Personnel of the observed and observing Party shall have the 
right to monitor the processing and duplication of the aerial film used during a 
demonstration and observation flight.

2. While monitoring the processing and duplication of aerial film, the States Parties shall 
have the right to bring with them and use, in a manner that does not disrupt the processing 
or duplication of the film, the following equipment:

(A) litmus papers;

(B) thermometers;

(C) chemical test equipment, including pH metres and hydrometers;

(D) stopwatches;

(E) sensitometers;

(F) densitometers; and

(G) 21-step sensitometric test strips and optical wedges.

3. Prior to the processing of the films exposed during the in-flight examination, 
demonstration flight and observation flight, States Parties shall check the film processing 
equipment and chemicals by processing a 21-step sensitometric test strip or exposing and 
processing a 21-step optical wedge to confirm that the sensitometric data for the 
processing of that type of film using that film process meets the specifications provided 
pursuant to Section I of this Annex. Unless otherwise agreed, the original or duplicate 
aerial film negatives or positives shall not be processed or duplicated until the processing 
of the 21-step sensitometric test strip or exposing and processing of the 2l-step optical 
wedge meets the characteristics provided in accordance with the provisions of Section I of 
this Annex for that type of aerial film and film processor or duplicator.

4. Prior to the processing of the films exposed during the in-flight examination, 



demonstration flight and observation flight, States Parties shall have the right to check the 
film processing equipment and chemicals by exposing and processing a test film of the 
same type used during the in-flight examination, demonstration flight and observation flight 
to confirm that the washing and fixing process is suitable for the purposes of permanent 
archive storage.

ANNEX L
OPEN SKIES CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION

Section I. General provisions

Procedures and other provisions relating to the Open Skies Consultative Commission are 
established in this Annex pursuant to Article X of the Treaty.

1. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall be composed of representatives 
designated by each State Party. Alternates, advisers and experts of a State Party may take 
part in the proceedings of the Open Skies Consultative Commission as deemed necessary 
by that State Party.

2. The initial session of the Open Skies Consultative Commission shall open within 60 
days of the signature of the Treaty. The Chairman of the opening meeting shall be the 
representative of Canada.

3. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall meet for no fewer than four regular 
sessions per calendar year unless it decides otherwise. Extraordinary sessions shall be 
convened at the request of one or more States Parties by the Chairman of the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission, who shall promptly inform all other States Parties of the 
request. Such sessions shall open no later than 15 days after receipt of such a request by 
the Chairman.

4. Sessions of the Open Skies Consultative Commission shall last no longer than four 
weeks, unless it decides otherwise.

5. States Parties shall assume in rotation, determined by alphabetical order in the French 
language, the chairmanship of the Open Skies Consultative Commission. Each Chairman 
shall serve from the opening of a session until the opening of the following session, unless 
otherwise agreed.

6. Representatives at meetings shall be seated in alphabetical order of the States Parties 
in the French language.

7. The working languages of the Open Skies Consultative Commission shall be English, 
French, German, Italian, Russian and Spanish.

8. The proceedings of the Open Skies Consultative Commission shall be confidential, 
unless otherwise agreed. The Open Skies Consultative Commission may agree to make 
its proceedings or decisions public.

9. During the period of provisional application, and prior to 30 June 1992, the Open Skies 
Consultative Commission shall settle the distribution of costs arising under the Treaty. It 
shall also settle as soon as possible the scale of distribution for the common expenses 
associated with the operation of the Open Skies Consultative Commission.



10. During the period of provisional application of the Treaty the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission shall develop a document relating to notifications and reports required by the 
Treaty. Such document shall list all such notifications and reports and shall include 
appropriate formats as necessary.

11. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall work out or revise, as necessary, its 
rules of procedure and working methods.

Section II. Annual review of active quotas

Procedures for the annual review of active quotas as foreseen in Article III, Section I, 
paragraph 7 of the Treaty shall be as follows:

1. States Parties wishing to modify all or part of the past year's distribution with respect to 
their active quota shall notify all other States Parties and the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission, by 1 October of each year, of those States Parties over which they wish to 
conduct their observation flights during the next calendar year. Such proposed 
modifications shall be considered by the States Parties during this review, according to the 
rules set forth in the following paragraphs of this Section.

2. If the requests for observation flights over the territory of any given State Party do not 
exceed its passive quota, then the distribution shall be established as requested, and 
presented to the Open Skies Consultative Commission for approval.

3. If the requests for observation flights over the territory of any given State Party exceed 
its passive quota, then the distribution shall be established by general agreement among 
the interested States Parties, and presented to the Open Skies Consultative Commission 
for approval.

Section III. Extraordinary observation flights

1. The Open Skies Consultative Commission shall consider requests from the bodies of 
the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe authorized to deal with respect to 
conflict prevention and crisis management and from other relevant international 
organizations to facilitate the organization and conduct of extraordinary observation flights 
over the territory of a State Party with its consent.

2. The data resulting from such observation flights shall be made available to the bodies 
and organizations concerned.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Treaty, States Parties may agree on a 
bilateral and voluntary basis to conduct observation flights over the territory of each other 
following the procedures regarding the conduct of observation flights. Unless otherwise 
agreed by the States Parties concerned, the data resulting from such observation flights 
shall be made available to the Open Skies Consultative Commission.

4. Observation flights conducted under the provisions of this Section shall not be counted 
against the active or passive quotas of the States Parties involved.

Section IV. Additional fields for the use of the Open Skies regime

1. States Parties may raise for consideration in the Open Skies Consultative Commission 
proposals for the use of the Open Skies regime in additional specific fields, such as the 
environment.



2. The Open Skies Consultative Commission may take decisions on such proposals or, if 
necessary, may refer them to the first and subsequent conferences called to review the 
implementation of the Treaty, in accordance with the provisions of Article XVI, paragraph 3 
of the Treaty.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty.

DONE at Helsinki, this twenty-fourth day of March, one thousand nine hundred-and ninety-
two. 



Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer 
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies

Opened for signature at London (L), Moscow (M) and Washington (W): 27 January 1967 

Entered into force: 10 October 1967 

Depositary Governments: Russian Federation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and 
United States of America 

The States Parties to this Treaty, 

Inspired by the great prospects opening up before mankind as a result of man's entry into 
outer space,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the progress of the exploration and use 
of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Believing that the exploration and use of outer space should be carried on for the benefit of 
all peoples irrespective of the degree of their economic or scientific development,

Desiring to contribute to broad international co-operation in the scientific as well as the 
legal aspects of the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Believing that such co-operation will contribute to the development of mutual 
understanding and to the strengthening of friendly relations between States and peoples,

Recalling resolution 1962 (XVIII), entitled "Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space," which was adopted 
unanimously by the United Nations General Assembly on 13 December 1963,

Recalling resolution 1884 (XVIII), calling upon States to refrain from placing in orbit around 
the earth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass 
destruction or from installing such weapons on celestial bodies, which was adopted 
unanimously by the United Nations General Assembly on 17 October 1963,

Taking account of United Nations General Assembly resolution 110 (II) of 3 November 
1947, which condemned propaganda designed or likely to provoke or encourage any 
threat to the peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression, and considering that the 
aforementioned resolution is applicable to outer space,

Convinced that a Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, will further the 
Purposes and Principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Have agreed on the following:
Article I

The exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, 
shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries, irrespective of their 



degree of economic or scientific development, and shall be the province of all mankind.

Outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be free for exploration 
and use by all States without discrimination of any kind, on a basis of equality and in 
accordance with international law, and there shall be free access to all areas of celestial 
bodies.

There shall be freedom of scientific investigation in outer space, including the Moon and 
other celestial bodies, and States shall facilitate and encourage international co-operation 
in such investigation.

Article II

Outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, is not subject to national 
appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other 
means.

Article III

States Parties to the Treaty shall carry on activities in the exploration and use of outer 
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, in accordance with international law, 
including the Charter of the United Nations, in the interest of maintaining international 
peace and security and promoting international co-operation and understanding.

Article IV

States Parties to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around the Earth any objects 
carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such 
weapons on celestial bodies, or station such weapons in outer space in any other manner.

The Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used by all States Parties to the Treaty 
exclusively for peaceful purposes. The establishment of military bases, installations and 
fortifications, the testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of military maneuvers on 
celestial bodies shall be forbidden. The use of military personnel for scientific research or 
for any other peaceful purposes shall not be prohibited. The use of any equipment or 
facility necessary for peaceful exploration of the moon and other celestial bodies shall also 
not be prohibited.

Article V

States Parties to the Treaty shall regard astronauts as envoys of mankind in outer space 
and shall render to them all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or 
emergency landing on the territory of another State Party or on the high seas. When 
astronauts make such a landing, they shall be safely and promptly returned to the State of 
registry of their space vehicle.

In carrying on activities in outer space and on celestial bodies, the astronauts of one State 
Party shall render all possible assistance to the astronauts of other States Parties.

States Parties to the Treaty shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the Treaty 
or the Secretary-General of the United Nations of any phenomena they discover in outer 
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, which could constitute a danger to 
the life or health of astronauts.

Article VI

States Parties to the Treaty shall bear international responsibility for national activities in 



outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, whether such activities are 
carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental entities, and for assuring 
that national activities are carried out in conformity with the provisions set forth in the 
present Treaty. The activities of non-governmental entities in outer space, including the 
Moon and other celestial bodies, shall require authorization and continuing supervision by 
the appropriate State Party to the Treaty. When activities are carried on in outer space, 
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, by an international organization, 
responsibility for compliance with this Treaty shall be borne both by the international 
organization and by the States Parties to the Treaty participating in such organization.

Article VII

Each State Party to the Treaty that launches or procures the launching of an object into 
outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, and each State Party from 
whose territory or facility an object is launched, is internationally liable for damage to 
another State Party to the Treaty or to its natural or juridical persons by such object or its 
component parts on the Earth, in air space or in outer space, including the Moon and other 
celestial bodies.

Article VIII

A State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an object launched into outer space is 
carried shall retain jurisdiction and control over such object, and over any personnel 
thereof, while in outer space or on a celestial body. Ownership of objects launched into 
outer space, including objects landed or constructed on a celestial body, and of their 
component parts, is not affected by their presence in outer space or on a celestial body or 
by their return to the Earth. Such objects or component parts found beyond the limits of the 
State Party to the Treaty on whose registry they are carried shall be returned to that State 
Party, which shall, upon request, furnish identifying data prior to their return.

Article IX

In the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, 
States Parties to the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of co-operation and mutual 
assistance and shall conduct all their activities in outer space, including the Moon and 
other celestial bodies, with due regard to the corresponding interests of all other States 
Parties to the Treaty. States Parties to the Treaty shall pursue studies of outer space, 
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, and conduct exploration of them so as to 
avoid their harmful contamination and also adverse changes in the environment of the 
Earth resulting from the introduction of extraterrestrial matter and, where necessary, shall 
adopt appropriate measures for this purpose. If a State Party to the Treaty has reason to 
believe that an activity or experiment planned by it or its nationals in outer space, including 
the Moon and other celestial bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference with 
activities of other States Parties in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, 
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, it shall undertake appropriate international 
consultations before proceeding with any such activity or experiment. A State Party to the 
Treaty which has reason to believe that an activity or experiment planned by another State 
Party in outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, would cause 
potentially harmful interference with activities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer 
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, may request consultation concerning 
the activity or experiment.

Article X

In order to promote international co-operation in the exploration and use of outer space, 
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, in conformity with the purposes of this 



Treaty, the States Parties to the Treaty shall consider on a basis of equality any requests 
by other States Parties to the Treaty to be afforded an opportunity to observe the flight of 
space objects launched by those States.

The nature of such an opportunity for observation and the conditions under which it could 
be afforded shall be determined by agreement between the States concerned.

Article XI

In order to promote international co-operation in the peaceful exploration and use of outer 
space, States Parties to the Treaty conducting activities in outer space, including the Moon 
and other celestial bodies, agree to inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations as 
well as the public and the international scientific community, to the greatest extent feasible 
and practicable, of the nature, conduct, locations and results of such activities. On 
receiving the said information, the Secretary-General of the United Nations should be 
prepared to disseminate it immediately and effectively.

Article XII

All stations, installations, equipment and space vehicles on the Moon and other celestial 
bodies shall be open to representatives of other States Parties to the Treaty on a basis of 
reciprocity. Such representatives shall give reasonable advance notice of a projected visit, 
in order that appropriate consultations may be held and that maximum precautions may be 
taken to assure safety and to avoid interference with normal operations in the facility to be 
visited.

Article XIII

The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to the activities of States Parties to the Treaty in 
the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, 
whether such activities are carried on by a single State Party to the Treaty or jointly with 
other States, including cases where they are carried on within the framework of 
international intergovernmental organizations.

Any practical questions arising in connection with activities carried on by international 
inter-governmental organizations in the exploration and use of outer space, including the 
Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be resolved by the States Parties to the Treaty 
either with the appropriate international organization or with one or more States members 
of that international organization, which are Parties to this Treaty.

Article XIV

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not sign this 
Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede 
to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of ratification 
and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the United 
States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by five 
Governments including the Governments designated as Depositary Governments under 
this Treaty.



4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to 
the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their 
instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of 
the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and 
accession to this Treaty, the date of its entry into force and other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to Article 102 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article XV

Any State Party to the Treaty may propose amendments to this Treaty. Amendments shall 
enter into force for each State Party to the Treaty accepting the amendments upon their 
acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Treaty and thereafter for each 
remaining State Party to the Treaty on the date of acceptance by it.

Article XVI

Any State Party to the Treaty may give notice of its withdrawal from the Treaty one year 
after its entry into force by written notification to the Depositary Governments. Such 
withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date of receipt of this notification.

Article XVII

This Treaty, of which the English, Russian, French, Spanish and Chinese texts are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified 
copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the 
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty.

DONE in triplicate, at the cities of Washington, London and Moscow, this twenty-seventh 
day of January one thousand nine hundred sixty-seven. 



Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under 
Water

Signed by the Original Parties, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the United States of America at Moscow: 5 August 1963 

Opened for signature at London (L), Moscow (M) and Washington (W): 8 August 1963

Entered into force: 10 October 1963 

Depositary Governments: Russian Federation,United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and 
United States of America 

The Governments of the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, hereinafter referred to 
as the "Original Parties,"

Proclaiming as their principal aim the speediest possible achievement of an agreement on 
general and complete disarmament under strict international control in accordance with the 
objectives of the United Nations which would put an end to the armaments race and 
eliminate the incentive to the production and testing of all kinds of weapons, including 
nuclear weapons,

Seeking to achieve the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all 
time, determined to continue negotiations to this end, and desiring to put an end to the 
contamination of man's environment by radioactive substances,

Have agreed as follows:
Article I

1. Each of the Parties to this Treaty undertakes to prohibit, to prevent, and not to carry out 
any nuclear weapon test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, at any place under its 
jurisdiction or control:

(a) in the atmosphere; beyond its limits, including outer space; or under water, including 
territorial waters or high seas; or

(b) in any other environment if such explosion causes radioactive debris to be present 
outside the territorial limits of the State under whose jurisdiction or control such explosion 
is conducted. It is understood in this connection that the provisions of this subparagraph 
are without prejudice to the conclusion of a Treaty resulting in the permanent banning of all 
nuclear test explosions, including all such explosions underground, the conclusion of 
which, as the Parties have stated in the Preamble to this Treaty, they seek to achieve.

2. Each of the Parties to this Treaty undertakes furthermore to refrain from causing, 
encouraging, or in any way participating in, the carrying out of any nuclear weapon test 
explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, anywhere which would take place in any of the 
environments described, or have the effect referred to, in paragraph 1 of this Article.



Article II

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Treaty. The text of any proposed 
amendment shall be submitted to the Depositary Governments which shall circulate it to all 
Parties to this Treaty. Thereafter, if requested to do so by one-third or more of the Parties, 
the Depositary Governments shall convene a conference, to which they shall invite all the 
Parties, to consider such amendment.

2. Any amendment to this Treaty must be approved by a majority of the votes of all the 
Parties to this Treaty, including the votes of all of the Original Parties. The amendment 
shall enter into force for all Parties upon the deposit of instruments of ratification by a 
majority of all the Parties, including the instruments of ratification of all of the Original 
Parties.

Article III

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not sign this 
Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article may accede 
to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of ratification 
and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the Original 
Parties -- the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics -- which are hereby designated the 
Depositary Governments.

3. This Treaty shall enter into force after its ratification by all the Original Parties and the 
deposit of their instruments of ratification.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to 
the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their 
instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of 
the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and 
accession to this Treaty, the date of its entry into force, and the date of receipt of any 
requests for conferences or other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to Article 102 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article IV

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration.

Each Party shall in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to withdraw from the 
Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this Treaty, 
have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice of such 
withdrawal to all other Parties to the Treaty three months in advance.

Article V

This Treaty, of which the English and Russian texts are equally authentic, shall be 
deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified copies of this 
Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the Governments of the 



signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty.

DONE in triplicate at the city of Moscow the fifth day of August, one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-three. 



African Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone Treaty 
(Pelindaba Treaty)

Signed at Cairo: 11 April 1996 

Entered into force: 15 July 2009

Depositary: Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity 

Protocol I

Protocol II

Protocol III

The Parties to this Treaty,

Guided by the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa, adopted by the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (hereinafter referred 
to as OAU) at its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 1964 
(AHG/Res.11(l)), in which they solemnly declared their readiness to undertake, through an 
international agreement to be concluded under United Nations auspices, not to 
manufacture or acquire control of nuclear weapons,

Guided also, by the resolutions of the fifty-fourth and fifty-sixth ordinary sessions of the 
Council of Ministers of OAU, held at Abuja from 27 May to 1 June 1991 and at Dakar from 
22 to 28 June 1992 respectively (CM/Res.1342 (LIV) and CM/Res.1395 (LVI)), which 
affirmed that the evolution of the international situation was conducive to the 
implementation of the Cairo Declaration, as well as the relevant provisions of the 1986 
OAU Declaration on Security, Disarmament and Development,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 3472 B (XXX) of 11 December 
1975, in which it considered nuclear-weapon-free zones one of the most effective means 
for preventing the proliferation, both horizontal and vertical, of nuclear weapons,

Convinced of the need to take all steps in achieving the ultimate goal of a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons, as well as of the obligations of all States to contribute to this end,

Convinced also that the African nuclear-weapon-free zone will constitute an important step 
towards strengthening the non-proliferation regime, promoting cooperation in the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, promoting general and complete disarmament and enhancing 
regional and international peace and security.

Aware that regional disarmament measures contribute to global disarmament efforts,

Believing that the African nuclear-weapon-free zone will protect African States against 
possible nuclear attacks on their territories,

Noting with satisfaction existing NWFZs and recognising that the establishment of other 
NWFZs, especially in the Middle East, would enhance the security of States Parties to the 
African NWFZ,



Reaffirming the importance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(hereinafter referred to as the NPT) and the need for the implementation of all its 
provisions,

Desirous of taking advantage of article IV of the NPT, which recognizes the inalienable 
right of all States Parties to develop research on, production and use of nuclear energy for 
peaceful purposes without discrimination and to facilitate the fullest possible exchange of 
equipment, materials and scientific and technological information for such purposes,

Determined to promote regional cooperation for the development and practical application 
of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes in the interest of sustainable social and economic 
development of the African continent,

Determined to keep Africa free of environmental pollution by radioactive wastes and other 
radioactive matter,

Welcoming the cooperation of all States and governmental and non-governmental 
organizations for the attainment of these objectives,

Have decided by this treaty to establish the African NWFZ and hereby agree as follows:

Article 1 

Definition/Usage of terms

For the purpose of this Treaty and its Protocols:

(a) "African nuclear-weapon-free zone" means the territory of the continent of Africa, 
islands States members of OAU and all islands considered by the Organization of African 
Unity in its resolutions to be part of Africa;

(b) "Territory" means the land territory, internal waters, territorial seas and archipelagic 
waters and the airspace above them as well as the sea bed and subsoil beneath;

(c) "Nuclear explosive device" means any nuclear weapon or other explosive device 
capable of releasing nuclear energy, irrespective of the purpose for which it could be used. 
The term includes such a weapon or device in unassembled and partly assembled forms, 
but does not include the means of transport or delivery of such a weapon or device if 
separable from and not an indivisible part of it;

(d) "Stationing" means implantation, emplacement, transport on land or inland waters, 
stockpiling, storage, installation and deployment;

(e) "Nuclear installation" means a nuclear-power reactor, a nuclear research reactor, a 
critical facility, a conversion plant, a fabrication plant, a reprocessing plant, an isotope 
separation plant, a separate storage installation and any other installation or location in or 
at which fresh or irradiated nuclear material or significant quantities of radioactive 
materials are present.

(f) "Nuclear material" means any source material or special fissionable material as defined 
in Article XX of the Statute of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and as 



amended from time to time by the IAEA.

Article 2 

Application of the Treaty

1. Except where otherwise specified, this Treaty and its Protocols shall apply to the 
territory within the African nuclear-weapon-free zone, as illustrated in the map in annex I.

2. Nothing in this Treaty shall prejudice or in any way affect the rights, or the exercise of 
the rights, of any State under international law with regards to freedom of the seas.

Article 3 

Renunciation of nuclear explosive devices

Each Party undertakes:

(a) Not to conduct research on, develop, manufacture, stockpile or otherwise acquire, 
possess or have control over any nuclear explosive device by any means anywhere;

(b) Not to seek or receive any assistance in the research on, development, manufacture, 
stockpiling or acquisition, or possession of any nuclear explosive device;

(c) Not to take any action to assist or encourage the research on, development, 
manufacture, stockpiling or acquisition, or possession of any nuclear explosive device.

Article 4 

Prevention of stationing of nuclear explosive devices 

1. Each Party undertakes to prohibit, in its territory, the stationing of any nuclear explosive 
device.

2. Without prejudice to the purposes and objectives of the treaty, each Party in the 
exercise of its sovereign rights remains free to decide for itself whether to allow visits by 
foreign ships and aircraft to its ports and airfields, transit of its airspace by foreign aircraft, 
and navigation by foreign ships in its territorial sea or archipelagic waters in a manner not 
covered by the rights of innocent passage, archipelagic sea lane passage or transit 
passage of straits.

Article 5 

Prohibition of testing of nuclear explosive devices

Each Party undertakes:

(a) Not to test any nuclear explosive device;

(b) To prohibit in its territory the testing of any nuclear explosive device;

(c) Not to assist or encourage the testing of any nuclear explosive device by any State 
anywhere.



Article 6 

Declaration, dismantling, destruction or conversion of nuclear
explosive devices and the facilities for their manufacture

Each Party undertakes:

(a) To declare any capability for the manufacture of nuclear explosive devices;

(b) To dismantle and destroy any nuclear explosive device that it has manufactured prior to 
the coming into force of this Treaty;

(c) To destroy facilities for the manufacture of nuclear explosive devices or, where 
possible, to convert them to peaceful uses;

(d) To permit the International Atomic Energy Agency (hereinafter referred to as IAEA) and 
the Commission established in article 12 to verify the processes of dismantling and 
destruction of the nuclear explosive devices, as well as the destruction or conversion of 
the facilities for their production.

Article 7 

Prohibition of dumping of radioactive wastes

Each Party undertakes:

(a) To effectively implement or to use as guidelines the measures contained in the Bamako 
Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and Control of Transboundary Movement 
and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa in so far as it is relevant to 
radioactive waste;

(b) Not to take any action to assist or encourage the dumping of radioactive wastes and 
other radioactive matter anywhere within the African nuclear-weapon-free zone.

Article 8 

Peaceful nuclear activities

1. Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as to prevent the use of nuclear science and 
technology for peaceful purposes.

2. As part of their efforts to strengthen their security, stability and development, the Parties 
undertake to promote individually and collectively the use of nuclear science and 
technology for economic and social development. To this end they undertake to establish 
and strengthen mechanisms for cooperation at the bilateral, subregional and regional 
levels.

3. Parties are encouraged to make use of the programme of assistance available in IAEA 
and, in this connection, to strengthen cooperation under the African Regional Cooperation 
Agreement for Research, Training and Development Related to Nuclear Science and 
Technology (hereinafter referred to as AFRA).



Article 9 

Verification of Peaceful Uses

Each Party undertakes:

(a) To conduct all activities for the peaceful use of nuclear energy under strict non-
proliferation measures to provide assurance of exclusively peaceful uses;

(b) To conclude a comprehensive safeguards agreement with IAEA for the purpose of 
verifying compliance with the undertakings in subparagraph (a) of this article;

(c) Not to provide source or special fissionable material, or equipment or material 
especially designed or prepared for the processing, use or production of special 
fissionable material for peaceful purposes to any non-nuclear-weapon State unless subject 
to a comprehensive safeguards agreement concluded with IAEA.

Article 10 

Physical protection of nuclear materials and facilities

Each Party undertakes to maintain the highest standards of security and effective physical 
protection of nuclear materials, facilities and equipment to prevent theft or unauthorized 
use and handling. To that end each Party, inter alia, undertakes to apply measures of 
physical protection equivalent to those provided for in the Convention on Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material and in recommendations and guidelines developed by IAEA 
for that purpose.

Article 11 

Prohibition of armed attack on nuclear installations

Each Party undertakes not to take, or assist, or encourage any action aimed at an armed 
attack by conventional or other means against nuclear installations in the African nuclear-
weapon-free zone.

Article 12 

Mechanism for compliance

1. For the purpose of ensuring compliance with their undertakings under this Treaty, the 
Parties agree to establish the African Commission on Nuclear Energy (hereafter referred to 
as the Commission) as set out in annex III.

2. The Commission shall be responsible inter alia for:

(a) Collating the reports and the exchange of information as provided for in article 13;

(b) Arranging consultations as provided for in annex IV, as well as convening conferences 
of Parties on the concurrence of simple majority of States Parties on any matter arising 
from the implementation of the Treaty;

(c) Reviewing the application to peaceful nuclear activities of safeguards by IAEA as 



elaborated in annex II;

(d) Bringing into effect the complaints procedure elaborated in annex IV;

(e) Encouraging regional and sub-regional programmes for cooperation in the peaceful 
uses of nuclear science and technology;

(f) Promoting international cooperation with extra-zonal States for the peaceful uses of 
nuclear science and technology.

3. The Commission shall meet in ordinary session once a year, and may meet in 
extraordinary session as may be required by the complaints and settlement of disputes 
procedure in annex IV.

Article 13 

Report and exchanges of information

1. Each Party shall submit an annual report to the Commission on its nuclear activities as 
well as other matters relating to the Treaty, in accordance with the format for reporting to 
be developed by the Commission.

2. Each Party shall promptly report to the Commission any significant event affecting the 
implementation of the Treaty.

3. The Commission shall request the IAEA to provide it with an annual report on the 
activities of AFRA.

Article 14 

Conference of Parties

1. A Conference of all Parties to the Treaty shall be convened by the Depositary as soon 
as possible after the entry into force of the Treaty to, inter alia, elect members of the 
Commission and determine its headquarters. Further conferences of States Parties shall 
be held as necessary and at least every two years, and convened in accordance with 
paragraph 2 (b) of article 12.

2. The Conference of all Parties to the Treaty shall adopt the Commission's budget and a 
scale of assessment to be paid by the States Parties.

Article 15 

Interpretation of the Treaty

Any dispute arising out of the interpretation of the Treaty shall be settled by negotiation, by 
recourse to the Commission or another procedure agreed to by the Parties, which may 
include recourse to an arbitral panel or to the International Court of Justice.

Article 16 

Reservations



This Treaty shall not be subject to reservations.

Article 17 

Duration

This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration and shall remain in force indefinitely.

Article 18 

Signature, ratification and entry into force

1. This Treaty shall be open for signature by any State in the African nuclear-weapon-free 
zone. It shall be subject to ratification.

2. It shall enter into force on the date of deposit of the twenty-eighth instrument of 
ratification.

3. For a signatory that ratifies this Treaty after the date of the deposit of the twenty-eighth 
instrument of ratification, it shall enter into force for that signatory on the date of deposit of 
its instrument of ratification.

Article 19 

Amendments

1. Any amendments to the Treaty proposed by a Party shall be submitted to the 
Commission, which shall circulate it to all Parties.

2. Decision on the adoption of such an amendment shall be taken by a two-thirds majority 
of the Parties either through written communication to the Commission or through a 
conference of Parties convened upon the concurrence of a simple majority.

3. An amendment so adopted shall enter into force for all parties after receipt by the 
Depositary of the instrument of ratification by the majority of Parties.

Article 20 

Withdrawal

1. Each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from 
this Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of this 
Treaty, have jeopardized its supreme interests.

2. Withdrawal shall be effected by a Party giving notice, which includes a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interest, twelve months 
in advance to the Depositary. The Depositary shall circulate such notice to all other parties.

Article 21 

Depositary functions

1. This Treaty, of which the Arabic, English, French and Portuguese texts are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of OAU, who is hereby 



designated as Depositary of the Treaty.

2. The Depositary shall:

(a) Receive instruments of ratification;

(b) Register this Treaty and its Protocols pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations;

(c) Transmit certified copies of the Treaty and its Protocols to all States in the African 
nuclear-weapon-free zone and to all States eligible to become party to the Protocols to the 
Treaty, and shall notify them of signatures and ratification of the Treaty and its Protocols.

Article 22 

Status of the annexes

The annexes form an integral part of this Treaty. Any reference to this Treaty includes the 
annexes.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, have 
signed this Treaty.

Done at ____________________ 

Annex II 
Safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency

1. The safeguards referred to in subparagraph (b) of the article 9 shall in respect of each 
Party be applied by the International Atomic Energy Agency as set forth in an agreement 
negotiated and concluded with the Agency on all source or special fissionable material in 
all nuclear activities within the territory of the Party, under its jurisdiction or carried out 
under its control anywhere.

2. The Agreement referred to in paragraph 1 above shall be, or shall be equivalent in its 
scope and effect to, the agreement required in connection with the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (INFCIRC/l53 corrected). A party that has already 
entered into a safeguards agreement with the IAEA is deemed to have already complied 
with the requirement. Each Party shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the 
Agreement referred to in paragraph 1 is in force for it not later than eighteen months after 
the date of entry into force for that Party of this Treaty.

3. For the purpose of this Treaty, the safeguards referred to in paragraph 1 above shall 
have as their purpose the verification of the non-diversion of nuclear material from 
peaceful nuclear activities to nuclear explosive devices or for purposes unknown.

4. Each Party shall include in its annual report to the Commission, in conformity with article 
13, for its information and review, a copy of the overall conclusions of the most recent 
report by the International Atomic Energy Agency on its inspection activities in the territory 
of the Party concerned, and advise the Commission promptly of any change in those 
conclusions. The information furnished by a Party shall not be, totally or partially, disclosed 



or transmitted to third parties, by the addressees of the reports, except when that Party 
gives its express consent.

ANNEX III 
African Commission on Nuclear Energy

1. The Commission established in article 12 shall be composed of twelve Members elected 
by Parties to the Treaty for a three-year period, bearing in mind the need for equitable 
geographical distribution as well as to include Members with advanced nuclear 
programmes. Each Member shall have one representative nominated with particular 
regard for his/her expertise in the subject of the Treaty.

2. The Commission shall have a Bureau consisting of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman 
and the Executive Secretary. It shall elect its Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unity, at the request of Parties to the Treaty and in 
consultation with the Chairman, shall designate the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission. For the first meeting a quorum shall be constituted by representatives of two 
thirds of the Members of the Commission. For that meeting decisions of the Commission 
shall be taken as far as possible by consensus or otherwise by a two-thirds majority of the 
Members of the Commission. The Commission shall adopt its rules of procedure at that 
meeting.

3. The Commission shall develop a format for reporting by States as required under 
articles 12 and 13.

4. (a) The budget of the Commission, including the costs of inspections pursuant to annex 
IV to this Treaty, shall be borne by the Parties to the Treaty in accordance with a scale of 
assessment to be determined by the Parties;

(b) The Commission may also accept additional funds from other sources provided such 
donations are consistent with the purposes and objectives of the Treaty;

ANNEX IV 

Complaints procedure and settlement of disputes

1. A Party which considers that there are grounds for a complaint that another Party or a 
Party to Protocol III is in breach of its obligations under this Treaty shall bring the subject-
matter of the complaint to the attention of the Party complained of and shall allow the latter 
thirty days to provide it with an explanation and to resolve the matter. This may include 
technical visits agreed upon between the Parties.

2. If the matter is not so resolved, the complainant Party may bring this complaint to the 
Commission.

3. The Commission, taking account of efforts made under paragraph 1 above, shall afford 
the Party complained of forty-five days to provide it with an explanation of the matter.

4. If, after considering any explanation given to it by the representatives of the Party 
complained of, the Commission considers that there is sufficient substance in the 
complaint to warrant an inspection in the territory of that Party or territory of a party to 
Protocol III, the Commission may request the International Atomic Energy Agency to 



conduct such inspection as soon as possible. The Commission may also designate its 
representatives to accompany the Agency's inspection team.

(a) The request shall indicate the tasks and objectives of such inspection, as well as any 
confidentiality requirements;

(b) If the Party complained of so requests, the inspection team shall be accompanied by 
representatives of that Party provided that the inspectors shall not be thereby delayed or 
otherwise impeded in the exercise of their functions;

(c) Each Party shall give the inspection team full and free access to all information and 
places within each territory that may be deemed relevant by the inspectors to the 
implementation of the inspection;

(d) The Party complained of shall take all appropriate steps to facilitate the work of the 
inspection team, and shall accord them the same privileges and immunities as those set 
forth in the relevant provisions of the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency;

(e) The International Atomic Energy Agency shall report its findings in writing as quickly as 
possible to the Commission, outlining its activities, setting out relevant facts and 
information as ascertained by it, with supporting evidence and documentation as 
appropriate, and stating its conclusions. The Commission shall report fully to all States 
Parties to the Treaty giving its decision as to whether the Party complained of is in breach 
of its obligations under this Treaty;

(f) If the Commission considers that the Party complained of is in breach of its obligations 
under this Treaty, or that the above provisions have not been complied with, States Parties 
to the Treaty shall meet in extraordinary session to discuss the matter;

(g) The States Parties convened in extraordinary session may as necessary, make 
recommendations to the Party held to be in breach of its obligations and to the 
Organization of African Unity. The Organization of African Unity may, if necessary, refer the 
matter to the United Nations Security Council;

(h) The costs involved in the procedure outlined above shall be borne by the Commission. 
In the case of abuse, the Commission shall decide whether the requesting State Party 
should bear any of the financial implications.

5. The Commission may also establish its own inspection mechanisms.
Protocol I

The Parties to this Protocol,

Convinced of the need to take all steps in achieving the ultimate goal of a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons as well as the obligations of all States to contribute to this end,

Convinced also that the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, negotiated and signed 
in accordance with the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa (AHG/Res.11(1)) of 
1964, resolutions CM/Res.1342 (LIV) of 1991 and CM/Res.1395(LVI) Rev.1 of 1992 of the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity and United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 48/86 of 16 December 1993, constitutes an important measure 
towards ensuring the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, promoting cooperation in the 



peaceful uses of nuclear energy, promoting general and complete disarmament, and 
enhancing regional and international peace and security,

Desirous of contributing in all appropriate manners to the effectiveness of the Treaty,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Each Protocol Party undertakes not to use or threaten to use a nuclear explosive device 
against:

(a) Any Party to the Treaty; or

(b) Any territory within the African nuclear-weapon-free zone for which a State that has 
become a Party to Protocol III is internationally responsible as defined in annex 1.

Article 2

Each Protocol Party undertakes not to contribute to any act that constitutes a violation of 
the Treaty or of this Protocol.

Article 3

Each Protocol Party undertakes, by written notification to the Depositary, to indicate its 
acceptance or otherwise of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol that may be 
brought about by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to article 19 
of the Treaty.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be open for signature by China, France, the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 5 

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification. 
Article 6

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject–matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the Depositary twelve months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 7

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
Depositary of its instrument of ratification or the date of entry into force of the Treaty, 
whichever is later.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, have 



signed this Protocol.

Done at ________________________

Protocol II

The Parties to this Protocol,

Convinced of the need to take all steps in achieving the ultimate goal of a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons as well as the obligations of all States to contribute to this end,

Convinced also that the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, negotiated and signed 
in accordance with the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa (AHG/Res.11(1)) of 
1964, resolutions CM/Res.1342 (LIV) of 1991 and CM/Res.1395(LVI)/Rev.1 of 1992 of the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity and United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 48/86 of 16 December 1993, constitutes an important measure 
towards ensuring the non–proliferation of nuclear weapons, promoting cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, promoting general and complete disarmament, and 
enhancing regional and international peace and security,

Desirous of contributing in all appropriate manners to the effectiveness of the Treaty,

Bearing in mind the objective of concluding a treaty banning all nuclear tests,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Each Protocol Party undertakes not to test or assist or encourage the testing of any 
nuclear explosive device anywhere within the African nuclear-weapon-free zone.

Article 2

Each Protocol Party undertakes not to contribute to any act that constitutes a violation of 
the Treaty or of this Protocol.

Article 3

Each Protocol Party undertakes, by written notification to the Depositary, to indicate its 
acceptance or otherwise of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol that may be 
brought about by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to article 19 
of the Treaty.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be open for signature by China, France, the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 5 

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.
Article 6



This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject–matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the Depositary twelve months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 7

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
Depositary of its instrument of ratification or the date of entry into force of the Treaty, 
whichever is later.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, have 
signed this Protocol.

Done at ____________________

Protocol III
The Parties to this Protocol,

Convinced of the need to take all steps in achieving the ultimate goal of a world entirely 
free of nuclear weapons as well as the obligations of all States to contribute to this end,

Convinced also that the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty,. negotiated and signed 
in accordance with the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa (AHG/Res.11(1)) of 
1964, resolutions CM/Res.1342(LIV) of 1991 and CM/Res.1395(LVI)/Rev.1 of 1992 of the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity and United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 48/86 of 16 December 1993, constitutes an important measure 
towards ensuring the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, promoting cooperation in the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, promoting general and complete disarmament, and 
enhancing regional and international peace and security,

Desirous of contributing in all appropriate manners to the effectiveness of the Treaty,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Each Protocol Party undertakes to apply, in respect of the territories for which it is de jure 
or de facto internationally responsible situated within the African nuclear-weapon-free 
zone, the provisions contained in articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Treaty and to 
ensure the application of safeguards specified in annex II of the Treaty.

Article 2

Each Protocol Party undertakes not to contribute to any act that constitutes a violation of 
the Treaty or of this Protocol.

Article 3



Each Protocol Party undertakes, by written notification to the Depositary, to indicate its 
acceptance or otherwise of any alterations to its obligation under this Protocol that may be 
brought about by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to article 19 
of the Treaty.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be open for signature by France and Spain.

Article 5

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.

Article 6

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the Depositary twelve months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 7

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
Depositary of its instrument of ratification or the date of entry into force of the Treaty, 
whichever is later.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments have 
signed this Protocol.

Done at ______________________ 



Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of 
Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof

Opened for signature at London (L), Moscow (M) and Washington (W): 11 February 1971 

Entered into force: 18 May 1972 

Depositary Governments: Russian Federation, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and 
United States of America 

The States Parties to this Treaty, 

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in the progress of the exploration and use of 
the sea-bed and the ocean floor for peaceful purposes, 

Considering that the prevention of a nuclear arms race on the sea-bed and the ocean floor 
serves the interests of maintaining world peace, reduces international tensions and 
strengthens friendly relations among States, 

Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a step towards the exclusion of the sea-bed, the 
ocean floor and the subsoil thereof from the arms race, 

Convinced that this Treaty constitutes a step towards a treaty on general and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective international control, and determined to continue 
negotiations to this end, 

Convinced that this Treaty will further the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations, in a manner consistent with the principles of international law and without 
infringing the freedoms of the high seas, 

Have agreed as follows: 
Article I 

1. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to emplant or emplace on the seabed 
and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof beyond the outer limit of a sea-bed zone, as 
defined in article II, any nuclear weapons or any other types of weapons of mass 
destruction as well as structures, launching installations or any other facilities specifically 
designed for storing, testing or using such weapons. 

2. The undertakings of paragraph 1 of this article shall also apply to the sea-bed zone 
referred to in the same paragraph, except that within such sea-bed zone, they shall not 
apply either to the coastal State or to the sea-bed beneath its territorial waters. 

3. The States Parties to this Treaty undertake not to assist, encourage or induce any State 
to carry out activities referred to in paragraph 1 of this article and not to participate in any 
other way in such actions. 

Article II

For the purpose of this Treaty, the outer limit of the sea-bed zone referred to in article I 



shall be coterminous with the twelve-mile outer limit of the zone referred to in part II of the 
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, signed at Geneva on April 29, 
1958, and shall be measured in accordance with the provisions of part I, section II, of that 
Convention and in accordance with international law. 

Article III 

1. In order to promote the objectives of and ensure compliance with the provisions of this 
Treaty, each State Party to the Treaty shall have the right to verify through observations 
the activities of other States Parties to the Treaty on the sea-bed and the ocean floor and 
in the subsoil thereof beyond the zone referred to in article I, provided that observation 
does not interfere with such activities. 

2. If after such observation reasonable doubts remain concerning the fulfillment of the 
obligations assumed under the Treaty, the State Party having such doubts and the State 
Party that is responsible for the activities giving rise to the doubts shall consult with a view 
to removing the doubts. If the doubts persist, the State Party having such doubts shall 
notify the other States Parties, and the Parties concerned shall cooperate on such further 
procedures for verification as may be agreed, including appropriate inspection of objects, 
structures, installations or other facilities that reasonably may be expected to be of a kind 
described in article I. The Parties in the region of the activities, including any coastal State, 
and any other Party so requesting, shall be entitled to participate in such consultation and 
cooperation. After completion of the further procedures for verification, an appropriate 
report shall be circulated to other Parties by the Party that initiated such procedures. 

3. If the State responsible for the activities giving rise to the reasonable doubts is not 
identifiable by observation of the object, structure, installation or other facility, the State 
Party having such doubts shall notify and make appropriate inquiries of States Parties in 
the region of the activities and of any other State Party. If it is ascertained through these 
inquiries that a particular State Party is responsible for the activities, that State Party shall 
consult and cooperate with other Parties as provided in paragraph 2 of this article. If the 
identity of the State responsible for the activities cannot be ascertained through these 
inquiries, then further verification procedures, including inspection, may be undertaken by 
the inquiring State Party, which shall invite the participation of the Parties in the region of 
the activities, including any coastal State, and of any other Party desiring to cooperate. 

4. If consultation and cooperation pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article have not 
removed the doubts concerning the activities and there remains a serious question 
concerning fulfillment of the obligations assumed under this Treaty, a State Party may, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, refer the matter to the 
Security Council, which may take action in accordance with the Charter. 

5. Verification pursuant to this article may be undertaken by any State Party using its own 
means, or with the full or partial assistance of any other State Party, or through appropriate 
international procedures within the framework of the United Nations and in accordance 
with its Charter. 

6. Verification activities pursuant to this Treaty shall not interfere with activities of other 
States Parties and shall be conducted with due regard for rights recognized under 
international law, including the freedoms of the high seas and the rights of coastal States 
with respect to the exploration and exploitation of their continental shelves. 

Article IV 



Nothing in this Treaty shall be interpreted as supporting or prejudicing the position of any 
State Party with respect to existing international conventions, including the 1958 
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, or with respect to rights or 
claims which such State Party may assert, or with respect to recognition or non-recognition 
of rights or claims asserted by any other State, related to waters off its coasts, including, 
inter alia, territorial seas and contiguous zones, or to the sea-bed and the ocean floor, 
including continental shelves.

Article V

The Parties to this Treaty undertake to continue negotiations in good faith concerning 
further measures in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms race on the sea-
bed, the ocean floor and the subsoil thereof.

Article VI

Any State Party may propose amendments to this Treaty. Amendments shall enter into 
force for each State Party accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority 
of the States Parties to the Treaty and, thereafter, for each remaining State Party on the 
date of acceptance by it.

Article VII

Five years after the entry into force of this Treaty, a conference of Parties to the Treaty 
shall be held at Geneva, Switzerland, in order to review the operation of this Treaty with a 
view to assuring that the purposes of the preamble and the provisions of the Treaty are 
being realized. Such review shall take into account any relevant technological 
developments. The review conference shall determine, in accordance with the views of a 
majority of those Parties attending, whether and when an additional review conference 
shall be convened.

Article VIII

Each State Party to this Treaty shall in exercising its national sovereignty have the right to 
withdraw from this Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events related to the subject-
matter of this Treaty have jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give 
notice of such withdrawal to all other States Parties to the Treaty and to the United Nations 
Security Council three months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it considers to have jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article IX

The provisions of this Treaty shall in no way affect the obligations assumed by States 
Parties to the Treaty under international instruments establishing zones free from nuclear 
weapons.

Article X

1. This Treaty shall be open for signature to all States. Any State which does not sign the 
Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede 
to it at any time.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments of ratification 
and of accession shall be deposited with the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States 
of America, which are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.



3. This Treaty shall enter into force after the deposit of instruments of ratification by twenty-
two Governments, including the Governments designated as Depositary Governments of 
this Treaty.

4. For states whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited after the entry 
into force of this Treaty, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their 
instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform the Governments of all signatory 
and acceding States of the date of each signature, of the date of deposit of each 
instrument of ratification or of accession, of the date of the entry into force of this Treaty, 
and of the receipt of other notices.

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to Article 102 
of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article XI

This Treaty, the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts of which are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified 
copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the 
Governments of the States signatory and acceding thereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this 
Treaty.

DONE in triplicate, at the cities of London, Moscow and Washington, this seventh day of 
February, one thousand nine hundred seventy-one. 



South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty
Signed at Rarotonga: 6 August 1985 

Entered into force: 11 December 1986 

Depositary: Director of the South Pacific Bureau For Economic Cooperation

Protocol 1

Protocol 2

Protocol 3

PREAMBLE

The Parties to this Treaty,

United in their commitment to a world at peace;

Gravely concerned that the continuing nuclear arms race presents the risk of nuclear war 
which would have devastating consequences for all people;

Convinced that all countries have an obligation to make every effort to achieve the goal of 
eliminating nuclear weapons, the terror which they hold for humankind and the threat 
which they pose to life on earth;

Believing that regional arms control measures can contribute to global efforts to reverse 
the nuclear arms race and promote the national security of each country in the region and 
the common security of all;

Determined to ensure, so far as lies within their power, that the bounty and beauty of the 
land and sea in their region shall remain the heritage of their peoples and their 
descendants in perpetuity to be enjoyed by all in peace;

Reaffirming the importance of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT) in preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons and in contributing to world 
security;

Noting, in particular, that Article VII of the NPT recognizes the right of any group of States 
to conclude regional treaties in order to assure the total absence of nuclear weapons in 
their respective territories;

Noting that the prohibitions of emplantation and emplacement of nuclear weapons on the 
seabed and the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof contained in the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass 
Destruction on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof apply in the 
South Pacific;

Noting also that the prohibition of testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere or under 
water, including territorial waters or high seas, contained in the Treaty Banning Nuclear 
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under Water applies in the South 



Pacific;

Determined to keep the region free of environmental pollution by radioactive wastes and 
other radioactive matter;

Guided by the decision of the Fifteenth South Pacific Forum at Tuvalu that a nuclear free 
zone should be established in the region at the earliest possible opportunity in accordance 
with the principles set out in the communiqué of that meeting;

Agreed as follows:
Article 1

USAGE OF TERMS

For the purposes of this Treaty and its Protocols:

(a) "South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone" means the areas described in Annex 1 as illustrated 
by the map attached to that Annex;

(b) "territory" means internal waters, territorial sea and archipelagic waters, the seabed 
and subsoil beneath, the land territory and the airspace above them;

(c) "nuclear explosive device" means any nuclear weapon or other explosive device 
capable of releasing nuclear energy, irrespective of the purpose for which it could be used. 
The term includes such a weapon or device in unassembled and partly assembled forms, 
but does not include the means of transport or delivery of such a weapon or device if 
separable from and not an indivisible part of it;

(d) "stationing" means emplantation, emplacement, transportation on land or inland 
waters, stockpiling, storage, installation and deployment.

Article 2
APPLICATION OF THE TREATY

1. Except where otherwise specified, this Treaty and its Protocols shall apply to territory 
within the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone.

2. Nothing in this Treaty shall prejudice or in any way affect the rights, or the exercise of 
the rights, of any State under international law with regard to freedom of the seas.

Article 3
RENUNCIATION OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES

Each Party undertakes:

(a) not to manufacture or otherwise acquire, possess or have control over any nuclear 
explosive device by any means anywhere inside or outside the South Pacific Nuclear Free 
Zone;

(b) not to seek or receive any assistance in the manufacture or acquisition of any nuclear 
explosive device;

(c) not to take any action to assist or encourage the manufacture or acquisition of any 
nuclear explosive device by any State.



Article 4
PEACEFUL NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES

Each Party undertakes:

(a) not to provide source or special fissionable material, or equipment or material 
especially designed or prepared for the processing, use or production of special 
fissionable material for peaceful purposes to:

(i) any non-nuclear-weapon State unless subject to the safeguards 
required by Article III.1 of the NPT, or

(ii) any nuclear-weapon State unless subject to applicable safeguards 
agreements with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Any such provision shall be in accordance with strict non-proliferation measures to provide 
assurance of exclusively peaceful non-explosive use;

(b) to support the continued effectiveness of the international non-proliferation system 
based on the NPT and the IAEA safeguards system.

Article 5
PREVENTION OF STATIONING OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES

1. Each Party undertakes to prevent in its territory the stationing of any nuclear explosive 
device.

2. Each Party in the exercise of its sovereign rights remains free to decide for itself 
whether to allow visits by foreign ships and aircraft to its ports and airfields, transit of its 
airspace by foreign aircraft, and navigation by foreign ships in its territorial sea or 
archipelagic waters in a manner not covered by the rights of innocent passage, 
archipelagic sea lane passage or transit passage of straits.

Article 6
PREVENTION OF TESTING OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES

Each Party undertakes:

(a) to prevent in its territory the testing of any nuclear explosive device;

(b) not to take any action to assist or encourage the testing of any nuclear explosive 
device by any State.

Article 7
PREVENTION OF DUMPING

1. Each Party undertakes:

(a) not to dump radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter at sea anywhere within the 
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone.

(b) to prevent the dumping of radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter by anyone in 
its territorial sea;



(c) not to take any action to assist or encourage the dumping by anyone of radioactive 
wastes and other radioactive matter at sea anywhere within the South Pacific Nuclear Free 
Zone;

(d) to support the conclusion as soon as possible of the proposed Convention relating to 
the protection of the natural resources and environment of the South Pacific region and its 
Protocol for the prevention of pollution of the South Pacific region by dumping, with the aim 
of precluding dumping at sea of radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter by anyone 
anywhere in the region.

2. Paragraphs l(a) and l(b) of this Article shall not apply to areas of the South Pacific 
Nuclear Free Zone in respect of which such a Convention and Protocol have entered into 
force.

Article 8
CONTROL SYSTEM

1. The Parties hereby establish a control system for the purpose of verifying compliance 
with their obligations under this Treaty.

2. The control system shall comprise:

(a) reports and exchange of information as provided for in Article 9;

(b) consultations as provided for in Article 10 and Annex 4 (1);

(c) the application to peaceful nuclear activities of safeguards by the IAEA as provided for 
in Annex 2;

(d) a complaints procedure as provided for in Annex 4.
Article 9

REPORTS AND EXCHANGES OF INFORMATION

1. Each Party shall report to the Director of the South Pacific Bureau for Economic Co-
operation (the Director) as soon as possible any significant event within its jurisdiction 
affecting the implementation of this Treaty. The Director shall circulate such reports 
promptly to all Parties.

2. The Parties shall endeavour to keep each other informed on matters arising under or in 
relation to this Treaty. They may exchange information by communicating it to the Director, 
who shall circulate it to all Parties.

3. The Director shall report annually to the South Pacific Forum on the status of this Treaty 
and matters arising under or in relation to it, incorporating reports and communications 
made under paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article and matters arising under Articles 8(2)(d) 
and 10 and Annex 2(4).

Article 10
CONSULTATIONS AND REVIEW

Without prejudice to the conduct of consultations among Parties by other means, the 
Director, at the request of any Party, shall convene a meeting of the Consultative 
Committee established by Annex 3 for consultation and co-operation on any matter arising 



in relation to this Treaty or for reviewing its operation.
Article 11

AMENDMENT

The Consultative Committee shall consider proposals for amendment of the provisions of 
this Treaty proposed by any Party and circulated by the Director to all Parties not less than 
three months prior to the convening of the Consultative Committee for this purpose. Any 
proposal agreed upon by consensus by the Consultative Committee shall be 
communicated to the Director who shall circulate it for acceptance to all Parties. An 
amendment shall enter into force thirty days after receipt by the depositary of acceptances 
from all Parties.

Article 12
SIGNATURE AND RATIFICATION

1. This Treaty shall be open for signature by any Member of the South Pacific Forum.

2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited 
with the Director who is hereby designated depositary of this Treaty and its Protocols.

3. If a Member of the South Pacific Forum whose territory is outside the South Pacific 
Nuclear Free Zone becomes a Party to this Treaty, Annex 1 shall be deemed to be 
amended so far as is required to enclose at least the territory of that Party within the 
boundaries of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone. The delineation of any area added 
pursuant to this paragraph shall be approved by the South Pacific Forum.

Article 13
WITHDRAWAL

1. This Treaty is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
in the event of a violation by any Party of a provision of this Treaty essential to the 
achievement of the objectives of the Treaty or of the spirit of the Treaty, every other Party 
shall have the right to withdraw from the Treaty.

2. Withdrawal shall be effected by giving notice twelve months in advance to the Director 
who shall circulate such notice to all other Parties.

ARTICLE 14 
RESERVATIONS 

This Treaty shall not be subject to reservations.
Article 15

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Treaty shall enter into force on the date of deposit of the eighth instrument of 
ratification.

2. For a signatory which ratifies this Treaty after the date of deposit of the eighth 
instrument of ratification, the Treaty shall enter into force on the date of deposit of its 
instrument of ratification.

Article 16
DEPOSITARY FUNCTIONS



The depositary shall register this Treaty and its Protocols pursuant to Article 102 of the 
Charter of the United Nations and shall transmit certified copies of the Treaty and its 
Protocols to all Members of the South Pacific Forum and all States eligible to become 
Party to the Protocols to the Treaty and shall notify them of signatures and ratifications of 
the Treaty and its Protocols.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, 
have signed this Treaty.

DONE at Rarotonga, this sixth day of August, One thousand nine hundred and eighty-five, 
in a single original in the English language.

ANNEX 1
South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone

A. The area bounded by a line:
(1) commencing at the point of intersection of the Equator by the maritime 
boundary between Indonesia and Papua New Guinea;

(2) running thence northerly along that maritime boundary to its intersection 
by the outer limit of the exclusive economic zone of Papua New Guinea;

(3) thence generally north-easterly, easterly and south-easterly along that 
outer limit to its intersection by the Equator;

(4) thence east along the Equator to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 163 degrees East;

(5) thence north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of 
Latitude 3 degrees North;

(6) thence east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 171 degrees East;

(7) thence north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of 
Latitude 4 degrees North;

(8) thence east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 180 degrees East;

(9) thence south along that meridian to its intersection by the Equator;

(10) thence east along the Equator to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 165 degrees West;

(11) thence north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of 
Latitude 5 degrees 30 minutes North;

(12) thence east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 154 degrees West;



(13) thence south along that meridian to its intersection by the Equator;

(14) thence east along the Equator to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 115 degrees West;

(15) thence south along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of 
Latitude 60 degrees South;

(16) thence west along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of 
Longitude 115 degrees East;

(17) thence north along that meridian to its southernmost intersection by the 
outer limit of the territorial sea of Australia;

(18) thence generally northerly and easterly along the outer limit of the 
territorial sea of Australia to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 136 
degrees 45 minutes East;

(19) thence north-easterly along the geodesic to the point of Latitude 10 
degrees 50 minutes South, Longitude 139 degrees 12 minutes East;

(20) thence north-easterly along the maritime boundary between Indonesia 
and Papua New Guinea to where it joins the land border between those two 
countries; 

(21) thence generally northerly along that land border to where it joins the 
maritime boundary between Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, on the 
northern coastline of Papua New Guinea; and

(22) thence generally northerly along that boundary to the point of 
commencement.

B. The areas within the outer limits of the territorial seas of all Australian islands lying 
westward of the area described in paragraph A and north of Latitude 60 degrees South, 
provided that any such areas shall cease to be part of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone 
upon receipt by the depositary of written notice from the Government of Australia stating 
that the areas have become subject to another treaty having an object and purpose 
substantially the same as that of this Treaty.

(illustrative map not included)
ANNEX 2

IAEA Safeguards

1. The safeguards referred to in Article 8 shall in respect of each Party be applied by the 
IAEA as set forth in an agreement negotiated and concluded with the IAEA on all source or 
special fissionable material in all peaceful nuclear activities within the territory of the Party, 
under its jurisdiction or carried out under its control anywhere.

2. The agreement referred to in paragraph 1 shall be, or shall be equivalent in its scope 
and effect to, an agreement required in connection with the NPT on the basis of the 
material reproduced in document INFCIRC/153 (Corrected) of the IAEA. Each Party shall 



take all appropriate steps to ensure that such an agreement is in force for it not later than 
18 months after the date of entry into force for that Party of this Treaty.

3. For the purposes of this Treaty, the safeguards referred to in paragraph 1 shall have as 
their purpose the verification of the non-diversion of nuclear material from peaceful nuclear 
activities to nuclear explosive devices.

4. Each Party agrees upon the request of any other Party to transmit to that Party and to 
the Director for the information of all Parties a copy of the overall conclusions of the most 
recent report by the IAEA on its inspection activities in the territory of the Party concerned, 
and to advise the Director promptly of any subsequent findings of the Board of Governors 
of the IAEA in relation to those conclusions for the information of all Parties.

ANNEX 3
Consultative Committee

1. There is hereby established a Consultative Committee which shall be convened by the 
Director from time to time pursuant to Articles 10 and 11 and Annex 4 (2). The Consultative 
Committee shall be constituted of representatives of the Parties, each Party being entitled 
to appoint one representative who may be accompanied by advisers. Unless otherwise 
agreed, the Consultative Committee shall be chaired at any given meeting by the 
representative of the Party which last hosted the meeting of Heads of Government of 
Members of the South Pacific Forum. A quorum shall be constituted by representatives of 
half the Parties. Subject to the provisions of Article 11, decisions of the Consultative 
Committee shall be taken by consensus or, failing consensus, by a two-thirds majority of 
those present and voting. The Consultative Committee shall adopt such other rules of 
procedure as it sees fit.

2. The costs of the Consultative Committee, including the costs of special inspections 
pursuant to Annex 4, shall be borne by the South Pacific Bureau for Economic Co-
operation. It may seek special funding should this be required.

Annex 4
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

1. A Party which considers that there are grounds for a complaint that another Party is in 
breach of its obligations under this Treaty shall, before bringing such a complaint to the 
Director, bring the subject matter of the complaint to the attention of the Party complained 
of and shall allow the latter reasonable opportunity to provide it with an explanation and to 
resolve the matter.

2. If the matter is not so resolved, the complainant Party may bring the complaint to the 
Director with a request that the Consultative Committee be convened to consider it. 
Complaints shall be supported by an account of evidence of breach of obligations known 
to the complainant Party. Upon receipt of a complaint the Director shall convene the 
Consultative Committee as quickly as possible to consider it.

3. The Consultative Committee, taking account of efforts made under paragraph 1, shall 
afford the Party complained of a reasonable opportunity to provide it with an explanation of 
the matter.

4. If, after considering any explanation given to it by the representatives of the Party 
complained of, the Consultative Committee decides that there is sufficient substance in the 
complaint to warrant a special inspection in the territory of that Party or elsewhere, the 



Consultative Committee shall direct that such special inspection be made as quickly as 
possible by a special inspection team of three suitably qualified special inspectors 
appointed by the Consultative Committee in consultation with the complained of and 
complainant Parties, provided that no national of either Party shall serve on the special 
inspection team. If so requested by the Party complained of, the special inspection team 
shall be accompanied by representatives of that Party. Neither the right of consultation on 
the appointment of special inspectors, nor the right to accompany special inspectors, shall 
delay the work of the special inspection team.

5. In making a special inspection, special inspectors shall be subject to the direction only 
of the Consultative Committee and shall comply with such directives concerning tasks, 
objectives, confidentiality and procedures as may be decided upon by it. Directives shall 
take account of the legitimate interests of the Party complained of in complying with its 
other international obligations and commitments and shall not duplicate safeguards 
procedures to be undertaken by the IAEA pursuant to agreements referred to in Annex 2 
(1). The special inspectors shall discharge their duties with due respect for the laws of the 
Party complained of.

6. Each Party shall give to special inspectors full and free access to all information and 
places within its territory which may be relevant to enable the special inspectors to 
implement the directives given to them by the Consultative Committee.

7. The Party complained of shall take all appropriate steps to facilitate the special 
inspection, and shall grant to special inspectors privileges and immunities necessary for 
the performance of their functions, including inviolability for all papers and documents and 
immunity from arrest, detention and legal process for acts done and words spoken and 
written, for the purpose of the special inspection.

8. The special inspectors shall report in writing as quickly as possible to the Consultative 
Committee, outlining their activities, setting out relevant facts and information as 
ascertained by them, with supporting evidence and documentation as appropriate, and 
stating their conclusions. The Consultative Committee shall report fully to all Members of 
the South Pacific Forum, giving its decision as to whether the Party complained of is in 
breach of its obligations under this Treaty.

9. If the Consultative Committee has decided that the Party complained of is in breach of 
its obligations under this Treaty, or that the above provisions have not been complied with, 
or at any time at the request of either the complainant or complained of Party, the Parties 
shall meet promptly at a meeting of the South Pacific Forum.

Protocol 1

The Parties to this Protocol

Noting the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (the Treaty)

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Each Party undertakes to apply, in respect of the territories for which it is internationally 
responsible situated within the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone, the prohibitions contained 
in Articles 3, 5 and 6, in so far as they relate to the manufacture, stationing and testing of 



any nuclear explosive device within those territories, and the safeguards specified in 
Article 8(2)(c) and Annex 2 of the Treaty.

Article 2

Each Party may, by written notification to the depositary, indicate its acceptance from the 
date of such notification of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol brought about 
by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to Article 11 of the Treaty.

Article 3

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the French Republic, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.
Article 5

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the depositary three months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 6

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
depositary of its instrument of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, 
have signed this Protocol.

DONE at Suva, this Eighth day of August, One thousand nine hundred and eighty-six, in a 
single original in the English language.

*****

Protocol 2

The Parties to this Protocol

Noting the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (the Treaty)

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

Each Party undertakes not to use or threaten to use any nuclear explosive device against:

(a) Parties to the Treaty; or

(b) any territory within the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone for which a State that has 
become a Party to Protocol 1 is internationally responsible.

Article 2



Each Party undertakes not to contribute to any act of a Party to the Treaty which 
constitutes a violation of the Treaty, or to any act of another Party to a Protocol which 
constitutes a violation of a Protocol.

Article 3

Each Party may, by written notification to the depositary, indicate its acceptance from the 
date of such notification of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol brought about 
by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to Article 11 of the Treaty or 
by the extension of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone pursuant to Article 12(3) of the 
Treaty.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the French Republic, the People's Republic of 
China, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 5

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.
Article 6

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the depositary three months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 7

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
depositary of its instrument of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, 
have signed this Protocol.

DONE at Suva, this Eighth day of August, One thousand nine hundred and eighty-six, in a 
single original in the English language.

*****

Protocol 3

The Parties to this Protocol

Noting the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (the Treaty)

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

Each Party undertakes not to test any nuclear explosive device anywhere within the South 



Pacific Nuclear Free Zone.
Article 2

Each Party may, by written notification to the depositary, indicate its acceptance from the 
date of such notification of any alteration to its obligation under this Protocol brought about 
by the entry into force of an amendment to the Treaty pursuant to Article 11 of the Treaty or 
by the extension of the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone pursuant to Article 12(3) of the 
Treaty.

Article 3

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the French Republic, the People's Republic of 
China, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

Article 4

This Protocol shall be subject to ratification.
Article 5

This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, provided that 
each Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject matter of this 
Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme interests. It shall give notice of such withdrawal to 
the depositary three months in advance. Such notice shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.

Article 6

This Protocol shall enter into force for each State on the date of its deposit with the 
depositary of its instrument of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by their Governments, 
have signed this Protocol.

DONE at Suva, this Eighth day of August, One thousand nine hundred and eighty-six, in a 
single original in the English language. 



Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean
Opened for signature at Mexico City: 14 February 1967 
Entered into force: For each Government individually 
Depositary Government: Mexico 
Additional Protocol I
Additional Protocol II

Preamble

In the name of their peoples and faithfully interpreting their desires and aspirations, the 
Governments of the States which sign the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America,

Desiring to contribute, so far as lies in their power, towards ending the armaments race, 
especially in the field of nuclear weapons, and towards strengthening a world at peace, 
based on the sovereign equality of States, mutual respect and good neighbourliness,

Recalling that the United Nations General Assembly, in its Resolution 808 (IX), adopted 
unanimously as one of the three points of a coordinated programme of disarmament "the 
total prohibition of the use and manufacture of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass 
destruction of every type,"

Recalling that militarily denuclearized zones are not an end in themselves but rather a 
means for achieving general and complete disarmament at a later stage,

Recalling United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1911 (XVIII), which established 
that the measures that should be agreed upon for the denuclearization of Latin America 
should be taken "in the light of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of 
regional agreements,"

Recalling United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2028 (XX), which established the 
principle of an acceptable balance of mutual responsibilities and duties for the nuclear and 
non-nuclear powers, and

Recalling that the Charter of the Organization of American States proclaims that it is an 
essential purpose of the Organization to strengthen the peace and security of the 
hemisphere,

Convinced:

That the incalculable destructive power of nuclear weapons has made it imperative that 
the legal prohibition of war should be strictly observed in practice if the survival of 
civilization and of mankind itself is to be assured,

That nuclear weapons, whose terrible effects are suffered, indiscriminately and inexorably, 
by military forces and civilian population alike, constitute, through the persistence of the 
radioactivity they release, an attack on the integrity of the human species and ultimately 
may even render the whole earth uninhabitable,

That general and complete disarmament under effective international control is a vital 
matter which all the peoples of the world equally demand,

That the proliferation of nuclear weapons, which seems inevitable unless States, in the 



exercise of their sovereign rights, impose restrictions on themselves in order to prevent it, 
would make any agreement on disarmament enormously difficult and would increase the 
danger of the outbreak of a nuclear conflagration,

That the establishment of militarily denuclearized zones is closely linked with the 
maintenance of peace and security in the respective regions,

That the military denuclearization of vast geographical zones, adopted by the sovereign 
decision of the States comprised therein, will exercise a beneficial influence on other 
regions where similar conditions exist,

That the privileged situation of the signatory States, whose territories are wholly free from 
nuclear weapons, imposes upon them the inescapable duty of preserving that situation 
both in their own interest and for the good of mankind,

That the existence of nuclear weapons in any country of Latin America would make it a 
target for possible nuclear attacks and would inevitably set off, throughout the region, a 
ruinous race in nuclear weapons which would involve the unjustifiable diversion, for warlike 
purposes, of the limited resources required for economic and social development,

That the foregoing reasons, together with the traditional peace-loving outlook of Latin 
America, give rise to an inescapable necessity that nuclear energy should be used in that 
region exclusively for peaceful purposes, and that the Latin American countries should use 
their right to the greatest and most equitable possible access to this new source of energy 
in order to expedite the economic and social development of their peoples,

Convinced finally:

That the military denuclearization of Latin America -- being understood to mean the 
undertaking entered into internationally in this Treaty to keep their territories forever free 
from nuclear weapons -- will constitute a measure which will spare their peoples from the 
squandering of their limited resources on nuclear armaments and will protect them against 
possible nuclear attacks on their territories, and will also constitute a significant 
contribution towards preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons and a powerful factor 
for general and complete disarmament, and

That Latin America, faithful to its tradition of universality, must not only endeavour to 
banish from its homelands the scourge of a nuclear war, but must also strive to promote 
the well-being and advancement of its peoples, at the same time co-operating in the 
fulfillment of the ideals of mankind, that is to say, in the consolidation of a permanent 
peace based on equal rights, economic fairness and social justice for all, in accordance 
with the principles and purposes set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in the 
Charter of the Organization of American States.

Have agreed as follows:
Obligations

Article 1

1. The Contracting Parties hereby undertake to use exclusively for peaceful purposes the 
nuclear material and facilities which are under their jurisdiction, and to prohibit and prevent 
in their respective territories:



(a) The testing, use, manufacture, production or acquisition by any means whatsoever of 
any nuclear weapons, by the Parties themselves, directly or indirectly, on behalf of anyone 
else or in any other way, and

(b) The receipt, storage, installation, deployment and any form of possession of any 
nuclear weapons, directly or indirectly, by the Parties themselves, by anyone on their 
behalf or in any other way.

2. The Contracting Parties also undertake to refrain from engaging in, encouraging or 
authorizing, directly or indirectly, or in any way participating in the testing, use, 
manufacture, production, possession or control of any nuclear weapon.

Definition of the Contracting Parties
Article 2

For the purposes of this Treaty, the Contracting Parties are those for whom the Treaty is in 
force.

Definition of territory
Article 3

For the purposes of this Treaty, the term "territory" shall include the territorial sea, air 
space and any other space over which the State exercises sovereignty in accordance with 
its own legislation.

Zone of application
Article 4

1. The zone of application of this Treaty is the whole of the territories for which the Treaty 
is in force.

2. Upon fulfillment of the requirements of article 28, paragraph 1, the zone of application of 
this Treaty shall also be that which is situated in the western hemisphere within the 
following limits (except the continental part of the territory of the United States of America 
and its territorial waters): starting at a point located at 35o north latitude, 75o west 
longitude; from this point directly southward to a point at 30o north latitude, 75o west 
longitude; from there, directly eastward to a point at 30o north latitude, 50o west longitude; 
from there, along a loxodromic line to a point at 5o north latitude, 20o west longitude; from 
there directly southward to a point 60o south latitude, 20o west longitude; from there, 
directly westward to a point at 60o south latitude, 115o west longitude; from there, directly 
northward to a point at 0 latitude, 115o west longitude; from there, along a loxodromic line 
to a point at 35o north latitude, 150o west longitude; from there, directly eastward to a point 
at 35o north latitude, 75o west longitude.

Definition of nuclear weapons
Article 5

For the purposes of this Treaty, a nuclear weapon is any device which is capable of 
releasing nuclear energy in an uncontrolled manner and which has a group of 
characteristics that are appropriate for use for warlike purposes. An instrument that may be 
used for the transport or propulsion of the device is not included in this definition if it is 
separable from the device and not an indivisible part thereof.

Meeting of signatories
Article 6



At the request of any of the signatory States or if the Agency established by article 7 
should so decide, a meeting of all the signatories may be convoked to consider in common 
questions which may affect the very essence of this instrument, including possible 
amendments to it. In either case, the meeting will be convoked by the General Secretary.

Organization
Article 7

1. In order to ensure compliance with the obligations of this Treaty, the Contracting Parties 
hereby establish an international organization to be known as the "Agency for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America," hereinafter referred to as "the Agency." 
Only the Contracting Parties shall be affected by its decisions.

2. The Agency shall be responsible for the holding of periodic or extraordinary 
consultations among Member States on matters relating to the purposes, measures and 
procedures set forth in this Treaty and to the supervision of compliance with the obligations 
arising therefrom.

3. The Contracting Parties agree to extend to the Agency full and prompt cooperation in 
accordance with the provisions of this Treaty, of any agreements they may conclude with 
the Agency and of any agreements the Agency may conclude with any other international 
organization or body.

4. The headquarters of the Agency shall be in Mexico City.
Organs
Article 8

1. There are hereby established as principal organs of the Agency a General Conference, 
a Council and a Secretariat.

2. Such subsidiary organs as are considered necessary by the General Conference may 
be established within the purview of this Treaty.

The General Conference
Article 9

1. The General Conference, the supreme organ of the Agency, shall be composed of all 
the Contracting Parties; it shall hold regular sessions every two years, and may also hold 
special sessions whenever this Treaty so provides or, in the opinion of the Council, the 
circumstances so require.

2. The General Conference:

(a) May consider and decide on any matters or questions covered by this Treaty, within the 
limits thereof, including those referring to powers and functions of any organ provided for 
in this Treaty.

(b) Shall establish procedures for the control system to ensure observance of this Treaty in 
accordance with its provisions.

(c) Shall elect the Members of the Council and the General Secretary.

(d) May remove the General Secretary from office if the proper functioning of the Agency 
so requires.



(e) Shall receive and consider the biennial and special reports submitted by the Council 
and the General Secretary.

(f) Shall initiate and consider studies designed to facilitate the optimum fulfillment of the 
aims of this Treaty, without prejudice to the power of the General Secretary independently 
to carry out similar studies for submission to and consideration by the Conference.

(g) Shall be the organ competent to authorize the conclusion of agreements with 
Governments and other international organizations and bodies.

3. The General Conference shall adopt the Agency's budget and fix the scale of financial 
contributions to be paid by Member States, taking into account the systems and criteria 
used for the same purpose by the United Nations.

4. The General Conference shall elect its officers for each session and may establish such 
subsidiary organs as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions.

5. Each Member of the Agency shall have one vote. The decisions of the General 
Conference shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting in 
the case of matters relating to the control system and measures referred to in article 20, 
the admission of new Members, the election or removal of the General Secretary, adoption 
of the budget and matters related thereto. Decisions on other matters, as well as 
procedural questions and also determination of which questions must be decided by a two-
thirds majority, shall be taken by a simple majority of the Members present and voting.

6. The General Conference shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
The Council

Article 10

1. The Council shall be composed of five Members of the Agency elected by the General 
Conference from among the Contracting Parties, due account being taken of equitable 
geographic distribution.

2. The Members of the Council shall be elected for a term of four years. However, in the 
first election three will be elected for two years. Outgoing Members may not be reelected 
for the following period unless the limited number of States for which the Treaty is in force 
so requires.

3. Each Member of the Council shall have one representative.

4. The Council shall be so organized as to be able to function continuously.

5. In addition to the functions conferred upon it by this Treaty and to those which may be 
assigned to it by the General Conference, the Council shall, through the General 
Secretary, ensure the proper operation of the control system in accordance with the 
provisions of this Treaty and with the decisions adopted by the General Conference.

6. The Council shall submit an annual report on its work to the General Conference as well 
as such special reports as it deems necessary or which the General Conference requests 
of it.



7. The Council shall elect its officers for each session.

8. The decisions of the Council shall be taken by a simple majority of its Members present 
and voting.

9. The Council shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
The Secretariat

Article 11

1. The Secretariat shall consist of a General Secretary, who shall be the chief 
administrative officer of the Agency, and of such staff as the Agency may require. The term 
of office of the General Secretary shall be four years and he may be re-elected for a single 
additional term. The General Secretary may not be a national of the country in which the 
Agency has its headquarters. In case the office of General Secretary becomes vacant, a 
new election shall be held to fill the office for the remainder of the term.

2. The staff of the Secretariat shall be appointed by the General Secretary, in accordance 
with rules laid down by the General Conference.

3. In addition to the functions conferred upon him by this Treaty and to those which may be 
assigned to him by the General Conference, the General Secretary shall ensure, as 
provided by article 10, paragraph 5, the proper operation of the control system established 
by this Treaty, in accordance with the provisions of the Treaty and the decisions taken by 
the General Conference.

4. The General Secretary shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the General 
Conference and of the Council and shall make an annual report to both bodies on the work 
of the Agency and any special reports requested by the General Conference or the Council 
or which the General Secretary may deem desirable.

5. The General Secretary shall establish the procedures for distributing to all Contracting 
Parties information received by the Agency from governmental sources and such 
information from non-governmental sources as may be of interest to the Agency.

6. In the performance of their duties the General Secretary and the staff shall not seek or 
receive instructions from any Government or from any other authority external to the 
Agency and shall refrain from any action which might reflect on their position as 
international officials responsible only to the Agency; subject to their responsibility to the 
Agency, they shall not disclose any industrial secrets or other confidential information 
coming to their knowledge by reason of their official duties in the Agency.

7. Each of the Contracting Parties undertakes to respect the exclusively international 
character of the responsibilities of the General Secretary and the staff and not to seek to 
influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities.

Control system
Article 12

1. For the purpose of verifying compliance with the obligations entered into by the 
Contracting Parties in accordance with article 1, a control system shall be established 
which shall be put into effect in accordance with the provisions of articles 13-18 of this 
Treaty.



2. The control system shall be used in particular for the purpose of verifying:

(a) That devices, services and facilities intended for peaceful uses of nuclear energy are 
not used in the testing or manufacture of nuclear weapons,

(b) That none of the activities prohibited in article 1 of this Treaty are carried out in the 
territory of the Contracting Parties with nuclear materials or weapons introduced from 
abroad, and

(c) That explosions for peaceful purposes are compatible with article 18 of this Treaty.
IAEA safeguards

Article 13

Each Contracting Party shall negotiate multilateral or bilateral agreements with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency for the application of its safeguards to its nuclear 
activities. Each Contracting Party shall initiate negotiations within a period of 180 days 
after the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification of this Treaty. These 
agreements shall enter into force, for each Party, not later than eighteen months after the 
date of the initiation of such negotiations except in case of unforeseen circumstances or 
force majeure.

Reports of the Parties
Article 14

1. The Contracting Parties shall submit to the Agency and to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, for their information, semi-annual reports stating that no activity prohibited 
under this Treaty has occurred in their respective territories.

2. The Contracting Parties shall simultaneously transmit to the Agency a copy of any report 
they may submit to the International Atomic Energy Agency which relates to matters that 
are the subject of this Treaty and to the application of safeguards.

3. The Contracting Parties shall also transmit to the Organization of American States, for 
its information, any reports that may be of interest to it, in accordance with the obligations 
established by the Inter-American System.

Special reports requested by the General Secretary
Article 15

1. With the authorization of the Council, the General Secretary may request any of the 
Contracting Parties to provide the Agency with complementary or supplementary 
information regarding any event or circumstance connected with compliance with this 
Treaty, explaining his reasons. The Contracting Parties undertake to co-operate promptly 
and fully with the General Secretary.

2. The General Secretary shall inform the Council and the Contracting Parties forthwith of 
such requests and of the respective replies.

Special inspections
Article 16

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency and the Council established by this Treaty have 
the power of carrying out special inspections in the following cases:

(a) In the case of the International Atomic Energy Agency, in accordance with the 



agreements referred to in article 13 of this Treaty;

(b) In the case of the Council:
(i) When so requested, the reasons for the request being stated, by 
any Party which suspects that some activity prohibited by this Treaty 
has been carried out or is about to be carried out, either in the territory 
of any other Party or in any other place on such latter Partys behalf, 
the Council shall immediately arrange for such an inspection in 
accordance with article 10, paragraph 5. 

(ii) When requested by any Party which has been suspected of or 
charged with having violated this Treaty, the Council shall immediately 
arrange for the special inspection requested in accordance with article 
10, paragraph 5.

The above requests will be made to the Council through the General Secretary.

2. The costs and expenses of any special inspection carried out under paragraph 1, sub-
paragraph (b), sections (i) and (ii) of this article shall be borne by the requesting Party or 
Parties, except where the Council concludes on the basis of the report on the special 
inspection that, in view of the circumstances existing in the case, such costs and expenses 
should be borne by the agency.

3. The General Conference shall formulate the procedures for the organization and 
execution of the special inspections carried out in accordance with paragraph 1, sub-
paragraph (b), sections (i) and (ii) of this article.

4. The Contracting Parties undertake to grant the inspectors carrying out such special 
inspections full and free access to all places and all information which may be necessary 
for the performance of their duties and which are directly and intimately connected with the 
suspicion of violation of this Treaty. If so requested by the authorities of the Contracting 
Party in whose territory the inspection is carried out, the inspectors designated by the 
General Conference shall be accompanied by representatives of said authorities, provided 
that this does not in any way delay or hinder the work of the inspectors.

5. The Council shall immediately transmit to all the Parties, through the General Secretary, 
a copy of any report resulting from special inspections.

6. Similarly, the Council shall send through the General Secretary to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, for transmission to the United Nations Security Council and General 
Assembly, and to the Council of the Organization of American States, for its information, a 
copy of any report resulting from any special inspection carried out in accordance with 
paragraph 1, sub-paragraph (b), sections (i) and (ii) of this article.

7. The Council may decide, or any Contracting Party may request, the convening of a 
special session of the General Conference for the purpose of considering the reports 
resulting from any special inspection. In such a case, the General Secretary shall take 
immediate steps to convene the special session requested.

8. The General Conference, convened in special session under this article, may make 
recommendations to the Contracting Parties and submit reports to the Secretary-General 



of the United Nations to be transmitted to the United Nations Security Council and the 
General Assembly.

Use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
Article 17

Nothing in the provisions of this Treaty shall prejudice the rights of the Contracting Parties, 
in conformity with this Treaty, to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, in particular for 
their economic development and social progress.

Explosions for peaceful purposes
Article 18

1. The Contracting Parties may carry out explosions of nuclear devices for peaceful 
purposes -- including explosions which involve devices similar to those used in nuclear 
weapons -- or collaborate with third parties for the same purpose, provided that they do so 
in accordance with the provisions of this article and the other articles of the Treaty, 
particularly articles 1 and 5.

2. Contracting Parties intending to carry out, or to cooperate in carrying out, such an 
explosion shall notify the Agency and the International Atomic Energy Agency, as far in 
advance as the circumstances require, of the date of the explosion and shall at the same 
time provide the following information:

(a) The nature of the nuclear device and the source from which it was obtained,

(b) The place and purpose of the planned explosion,

(c) The procedures which will be followed in order to comply with paragraph 3 of this 
article,

(d) The expected force of the device, and

(e) The fullest possible information on any possible radioactive fall-out that may result from 
the explosion or explosions, and measures which will be taken to avoid danger to the 
population, flora, fauna and territories of any other Party or Parties.

3. The General Secretary and the technical personnel designated by the Council and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency may observe all the preparations, including the 
explosion of the device, and shall have unrestricted access to any area in the vicinity of the 
site of the explosion in order to ascertain whether the device and the procedures followed 
during the explosion are in conformity with the information supplied under paragraph 2 of 
this article and the other provisions of this Treaty. 

4. The Contracting Parties may accept the collaboration of third parties for the purposes 
set forth in paragraph 1 of the present article, in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3 
thereof.

Relations with other international organizations
Article 19

1. The Agency may conclude such agreements with the International Atomic Energy 
Agency as are authorized by the General Conference and as it considers likely to facilitate 
the efficient operation of the control system established by this Treaty.



2. The Agency may also enter into relations with any international organization or body, 
especially any which may be established in the future to supervise disarmament or 
measures for the control of armaments in any part of the world.

3. The Contracting Parties may, if they see fit, request the advice of the Inter-American 
Nuclear Energy Commission on all technical matters connected with the application of this 
Treaty with which the Commission is competent to deal under its Statute.

Measures in the event of violation of the Treaty
Article 20

1. The General Conference shall take note of all cases in which, in its opinion, any 
Contracting Party is not complying fully with its obligations under this Treaty and shall draw 
the matter to the attention of the Party concerned, making such recommendations as it 
deems appropriate.

2. If, in its opinion, such non-compliance constitutes a violation of this Treaty which might 
endanger peace and security, the General Conference shall report thereon simultaneously 
to the United Nations Security Council and the General Assembly through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, and to the Council of the Organization of American States. 
The General Conference shall likewise report to the International Atomic Energy Agency 
for such purposes as are relevant in accordance with its Statute.

United Nations and Organization of American States
Article 21

None of the provisions of this Treaty shall be construed as impairing the rights and 
obligations of the Parties under the Charter of the United Nations or, in the case of States 
Members of the Organization of American States, under existing regional treaties.

Privileges and immunities
Article 22

1. The Agency shall enjoy in the territory of each of the Contracting Parties such legal 
capacity and such privileges and immunities as may be necessary for the exercise of its 
functions and the fulfillment of its purposes.

2. Representatives of the Contracting Parties accredited to the Agency and officials of the 
Agency shall similarly enjoy such privileges and immunities as are necessary for the 
performance of their functions.

3. The Agency may conclude agreements with the Contracting Parties with a view to 
determining the details of the application of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article.

Notification of other agreements
Article 23

Once this Treaty has entered into force, the Secretariat shall be notified immediately of any 
international agreement concluded by any of the Contracting Parties on matters with which 
this Treaty is concerned; the Secretariat shall register it and notify the other Contracting 
Parties.

Settlement of disputes
Article 24

Unless the Parties concerned agree on another mode of peaceful settlement, any question 
or dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Treaty which is not settled 



shall be referred to the International Court of Justice with the prior consent of the Parties to 
the controversy.

Signature
Article 25

1. This Treaty shall be open indefinitely for signature by:

(a) All the Latin American Republics, and

(b) All other sovereign States situated in their entirety south of latitude 35o north in the 
western hemisphere; and, except as provided in paragraph 2 of this article, all such States 
which become sovereign, when they have been admitted by the General Conference.

2. The General Conference shall not take any decision regarding the admission of a 
political entity part or all of whose territory is the subject, prior to the date when this Treaty 
is opened for signature, of a dispute or claim between an extra-continental country and 
one or more Latin American States, so long as the dispute has not been settled by 
peaceful means.

Ratification and deposit
Article 26

1. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States in accordance with their 
respective constitutional procedures.

2. This Treaty and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the Government of 
the Mexican United States, which is hereby designated the Depositary Government.

3. The Depositary Government shall send certified copies of this Treaty to the 
Governments of signatory States and shall notify them of the deposit of each instrument of 
ratification.

Reservations
Article 27

This Treaty shall not be subject to reservations.
Entry into force

Article 28

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article, this Treaty shall enter into force 
among the States that have ratified it as soon as the following requirements have been 
met:

(a) Deposit of the instruments of ratification of this Treaty with the Depositary Government 
by the Governments of the States mentioned in article 25 which are in existence on the 
date when this Treaty is opened for signature and which are not affected by the provisions 
of article 25, paragraph 2;

(b) Signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I annexed to this Treaty by all extra-
continental or continental States having de jure or de facto international responsibility for 
territories situated in the zone of application of the Treaty;

(c) Signature and ratification of the Additional Protocol II annexed to this Treaty by all 
powers possessing nuclear weapons;



(d) Conclusion of bilateral or multilateral agreements on the application of Safeguards 
System of the International Atomic Energy Agency in accordance with article 13 of this 
Treaty.

2. All signatory States shall have the imprescriptible right to waive, wholly or in part, the 
requirements laid down in the preceding paragraph. They may do so by means of a 
declaration which shall be annexed to their respective instrument of ratification and which 
may be formulated at the time of deposit of the instrument or subsequently. For those 
States which exercise this right, this Treaty shall enter into force upon deposit of the 
declaration, or as soon as those requirements have been met which have not been 
expressly waived.

3. As soon as this Treaty has entered into force in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 2 for eleven States, the Depositary Government shall convene a preliminary 
meeting of those States in order that the Agency may be set up and commence its work.

4. After the entry into force of this Treaty for all the countries of the zone, the rise of a new 
power possessing nuclear weapons shall have the effect of suspending the execution of 
this Treaty for those countries which have ratified it without waiving requirements of 
paragraph 1, sub-paragraph (c) of this article, and which request such suspension; the 
Treaty shall remain suspended until the new power, on its own initiative or upon request by 
the General Conference, ratifies the annexed Additional Protocol II.

Amendments
Article 29

1. Any Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Treaty and shall submit its 
proposals to the Council through the General Secretary, who shall transmit them to all the 
other Contracting Parties and, in addition, to all other signatories in accordance with article 
6. The Council, through the General Secretary, shall immediately following the meeting of 
signatories convene a special session of the General Conference to examine the 
proposals made, for the adoption of which a two-thirds majority of the Contracting Parties 
present and voting shall be required.

2. Amendments adopted shall enter into force as soon as the requirements set forth in 
article 28 of this Treaty have been complied with.

Duration and denunciation
Article 30

1. This Treaty shall be of a permanent nature and shall remain in force indefinitely, but any 
Party may denounce it by notifying the General Secretary of the Agency if, in the opinion of 
the denouncing State, there have arisen or may arise circumstances connected with the 
content of this Treaty or of the annexed Additional Protocols I and II which affect its 
supreme interests or the peace and security of one or more Contracting Parties.

2. The denunciation shall take effect three months after the delivery to the General 
Secretary of the Agency of the notification by the Government of the signatory State 
concerned. The General Secretary shall immediately communicate such notification to the 
other Contracting Parties and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for the 
information of the United Nations Security Council and the General Assembly. He shall 
also communicate it to the Secretary-General of the Organization of American States.

Authentic texts and registration



Article 31

This Treaty, of which the Spanish, Chinese, English, French, Portuguese and Russian 
texts are equally authentic, shall be registered by the Depositary Government in 
accordance with article 102 of the United Nations Charter. The Depositary Government 
shall notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the signatures, ratification and 
amendments relating to this Treaty and shall communicate them to the Secretary-General 
of the Organization of American States for its information.

Transitional Article

Denunciation of the declaration referred to article 28, paragraph 2, shall be subject to the 
same procedures as the denunciation of this Treaty, except that it will take effect on the 
date of delivery of the respective notification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, having deposited their full 
powers, found in good and due form, sign this Treaty on behalf of their respective 
Governments.

DONE at Mexico, Distrito Federal, on the Fourteenth day of February, one thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-seven.

ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL I

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries, furnished with full powers by their respective 
Governments,

Convinced that the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, 
negotiated and signed in accordance with the recommendations of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in Resolution 1911 (XVIII) of 27 November 1963, represents an 
important step towards ensuring the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,

Aware that the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons is not an end in itself but, rather, a 
means of achieving general and complete disarmament at a later stage, and

Desiring to contribute, so far as lies in their power, towards ending the armaments race, 
especially in the field of nuclear weapons, and towards strengthening a world at peace, 
based on mutual respect and sovereign equality of States,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1 

To undertake to apply the statute of denuclearization in respect of warlike purposes as 
defined in articles 1, 3, 5 and 13 of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in 
Latin America in territories for which, de jure or de facto, they are internationally 
responsible and which lie within the limits of the geographical zone established in that 
Treaty.

Article 2

The duration of this Protocol shall be the same as that of the Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America of which this Protocol is an annex, and the provisions 
regarding ratification and denunciation contained in the Treaty shall be applicable to it.

Article 3



This Protocol shall enter into force, for the States which have ratified it, on the date of the 
deposit of their respective instruments of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, having deposited their full 
powers, found in good and due form, sign this Protocol on behalf of their respective 
Governments.

ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL II 

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries, furnished with full powers by their respective 
Governments,

Convinced that the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, 
negotiated and signed in accordance with the recommendations of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in Resolution 1911 (XVIII) of 27 November 1963, represents an 
important step towards ensuring the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,

Aware that the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons is not an end in itself but, rather, a 
means of achieving general and complete disarmament at a later stage, and

Desiring to contribute, so far as lies in their power, towards ending the armaments race, 
especially in the field of nuclear weapons, and towards promoting and strengthening a 
world at peace, based on mutual respect and sovereign equality of States,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

The statute of denuclearization of Latin America in respect or warlike purposes, as defined, 
delimited and set forth in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin 
America of which this instrument is an annex, shall be fully respected by the Parties to this 
Protocol in all its express aims and provisions.

Article 2
The Governments represented by the undersigned Plenipotentiaries undertake, therefore, 
not to contribute in any way to the performance of acts involving a violation of the 
obligations of article 1 of the Treaty in the territories to which the Treaty applies in 
accordance with article 4 thereof.

Article 3
The Governments represented by the undersigned Plenipotentiaries also undertake not to 
use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against the Contracting Parties of the Treaty for 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America.

Article 4
The duration of this Protocol shall be the same as that of the Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America of which this Protocol is an annex, and the definitions 
of territory and nuclear weapons set forth in articles 3 and 5 of the Treaty shall be 
applicable to this Protocol, as well as the provisions regarding ratification, reservations, 
denunciation, authentic texts and registration contained in articles 26, 27, 30 and 31 of the 
Treaty.

Article 5
This Protocol shall enter into force, for the States which have ratified it, on the date of the 
deposit of their respective instruments of ratification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, having deposited their full 
powers, found in good and due form, sign this Additional Protocol on behalf of their 



respective Governments.
Amendment to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

in Latin America and the Caribbean 
pursuant to resolution 268 (XII)*

(* Resolution 268 (XII) was adopted by the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean at Mexico City on 10 May 1991.)

Article 25, paragraph 2, of the Treaty should be replaced by the following text:
"The status of State Party to the Treaty of Tlatelolco shall be restricted to the 
independent States within the zone of application of the Treaty, in 
accordance with article 4 thereof and with paragraph 1 of this article, which 
on 10 December 1985 were Members of the United Nations, and to the Non-
Self-Governing Territories specified in document 
OEA/CER.P.AG/doc.1939/85 of 5 November 1985, when they attain their 
independence."

Amendments to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America and the Caribbean 

pursuant to resolution 290 (VII)*

(* Resolution 290 (VII) was adopted by the General Conference of the Agency for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean at Mexico City 
on 26 August 1992. )

Article 14

2. The Contracting Parties shall simultaneously forward to the Agency copies of the reports 
submitted to the International Atomic Energy Agency with regard to matters that are 
subject of this Treaty that are relevant to the work of the Agency.

3. The information furnished by the Contracting Parties cannot be, totally or partially, 
disclosed or transmitted to third parties, by the recipients of the reports, except when the 
Contracting Parties give their express consent.

Article 15

1. At the request of any of the Parties and with the authorization of the Council, the 
General Secretary may request any of the Contracting Parties to provide the Agency with 
complementary or supplementary information regarding any extraordinary event or 
circumstance which may affect compliance with this Treaty, explaining his reasons. The 
Contracting Parties undertake to cooperate promptly and fully with the General Secretary.

2. The General Secretary shall immediately inform the Council and the Contracting Parties 
of such requests and the respective replies.

Current article 16 shall be replaced by the following text:
Article 16

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency has the power of carrying out special 
inspections, subject to article 12 and to the agreements referred to in article 13 of this 
Treaty.



2. At the request of any of the Contracting Parties in accordance with the procedures 
established in article 15 of this Treaty, the Council shall submit for consideration by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency a request that the necessary mechanisms be put into 
operation to carry out a special inspection.

3. The General Secretary shall request the Director General of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency opportunely to transmit to him the information forwarded for the knowledge 
of the Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency with regard to the 
conclusion of the special inspection. The General Secretary shall promptly make this 
information known to the Council.

4. The Council, through the General Secretary, shall transmit said information to all the 
Contracting Parties.

Article 19

The Agency may conclude such agreements with the International Atomic Energy Agency 
as are authorized by the General Conference and as it considers likely to facilitate the 
efficient operation of the control system established in the present Treaty.

And the remaining articles, from article 20 onwards, shall be renumbered:
Article 20

1. The Agency may also enter into relations with any international organization or body, 
especially any which may be established in the future to supervise disarmament or 
measures for the control of armaments in any part of the world.

2. The Contracting Parties may, if they see fit, request the advice of the Inter-American 
Nuclear Energy Commission on all technical matters connected with the application of this 
Treaty with which the Commission is competent to deal under its Statute. 



Treaty on a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia

Signed at Semipalatinsk: 8 September 2006

Entered into force: (21 March 2009) 

Depositary: the Kyrgyz Republic

Protocol 1

The Parties to this Treaty, 
Guided by the Almaty Declaration of the Heads of State of the Central Asian 
States adopted on 28 February 1997; the Statement of the Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs of the five States of the region adopted at Tashkent on 15 September 
1997; the United Nations General Assembly resolutions and decisions 52/38 S 
of 9 December 1997, 53/77 A of 4 December 1998, 55/33 W of 20 December 
2000, 57/69 of 22 November 2002, 58/518 of 8 December 2003, 59/513 of 3 
December 2004 and 60/516 of 8 December 2005, entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia"; and the Communiqué of the 
Consultative Meeting of Experts of the Central Asian Countries, the Nuclear-
Weapon States and the United Nations adopted at Bishkek on 9 July 1998, 
Stressing the need for continued systematic and consistent efforts to reduce 
nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of eliminating those weapons, 
and of general and complete disarmament under strict and effective 
international control, and convinced that all states are obliged to contribute to 
that end, 
Convinced that a Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone will constitute an 
important step toward strengthening the nuclear non-proliferation regime, 
promoting cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, promoting 
cooperation in the environmental rehabilitation of territories affected by 
radioactive contamination, and enhancing regional and international peace and 
security, 
Believing that a Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone will help to promote 
the security of Central Asian States, particularly if the five Nuclear-Weapon 
States, as recognized under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons of 1968 (hereafter referred to as the NPT) adhere to the 
accompanying Protocol on security assurances, 
Recognizing that a number of regions, including Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the South Pacific, South-East Asia and Africa, have created nuclear-
weapon-free zones, in which the possession of nuclear weapons, their 
development, production, introduction and deployment as well as use or threat 
of use, are prohibited, and striving to broaden such regime throughout the 
planet for the good of all living things, 
Reaffirming the obligations set out in the NPT, the Principles and Objectives 
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, adopted by the 1995 Review 
and Extension Conference of the Parties to the NPT, and the Final Document of 
the 2000 Review Conference of the Parties to the NPT, as well as the principles 



and objectives set out in the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty of 1996 
(hereafter referred to as the CTBT), 
Have decided to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia and have 
agreed as follows: 
Article 1 Definitions and Usage of Terms 
For the purposes of this Treaty and its Protocol: 
(a) The "Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone" includes: the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and the Republic of Uzbekistan; 
(b) "Nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive device" means any weapon or 
other explosive device capable of releasing nuclear energy, irrespective of the 
military or civilian purpose for which the weapon or device could be used. The 
term includes such a weapon or device in unassembled or partly assembled 
forms, but does not include the means of transport or delivery of such a 
weapon or device if separable from and not an indivisible part of it; 
(c) "Stationing" means implantation, emplacement stockpiling, storage, 
installation and deployment; 
(d) "Nuclear material" means any source material or special fissionable 
material as defined in Article XX of the Statute of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (hereinafter referred to as the IAEA), as amended from time to 
time by the IAEA; 
(e) "Radioactive waste" means any radioactive material, i.e. any substance 
containing radionuclides, that will be or has already been removed and is no 
longer utilized, at activities and activity concentrations of radionuclides greater 
than the exemption levels established in international standards issued by the 
IAEA; 
(f) "Facility" means:

(i) a reactor, a critical facility, a conversion plant, a fabrication 
plant, a reprocessing plant, an isotope separation plant or a 
separate storage installation; or 
(ii) any location where nuclear material in amounts greater than 
one effective kilogram is customarily used.

Article 2 Application of the Treaty 
(a) The scope of application of a Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone is 
defined exclusively for the purposes of this Treaty as the land territory, all 
waters (harbors, lakes, rivers and streams) and the air space above them, which 
belong to the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan; 
(b) Nothing in this Treaty shall prejudice or in any way affect the rights of any 
Central Asian States in any dispute concerning the ownership of or sovereignty 
over lands or waters that may or may not be included within this zone. 
Article 3 Basic Obligations 
Each Party undertakes: 
(a) Not to conduct research on, develop, manufacture, stockpile or otherwise 



acquire, possess or have control over any nuclear weapon or other nuclear 
explosive device by any means anywhere; 
(b) Not to seek or receive any assistance in research on, development, 
manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition, possession or obtaining control over any 
nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive device; 
(c) Not to take any action to assist or encourage the conduct of research on, 
development, manufacture, stockpiling, acquisition or possession of any 
nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive device; 
(d) Not to allow in its territory:

(i) The production, acquisition, stationing, storage or use, of any 
nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive device; 
(ii) The receipt, storage, stockpiling, installation or other form of 
possession of or control over any nuclear weapon or other nuclear 
explosive device; 
(iii) Any actions, by anyone, to assist or encourage the 
development, production, stockpiling, acquisition, possession of or 
control over any nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive 
device.

2. Each Party undertakes not to allow the disposal in its territory of radioactive 
waste of other States. 
Article 4 Foreign Ships, Aircraft, and Ground Transportation 
Without prejudice to the purposes and objectives of this Treaty, each Party, in 
the exercise of its sovereign rights, is free to resolve issues related to transit 
through its territory by air, land or water, including visits by foreign ships to its 
ports and landing of foreign aircraft at its airfields. 
Article 5 Prohibition of Testing of Nuclear Weapons or Other Nuclear 
Explosive Devices 
Each Party undertakes, in accordance with the CTBT: 
(a) Not to carry out any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear 
explosion; 
(b) To prohibit and prevent any such nuclear explosion at any place under its 
jurisdiction or control; 
(c) To refrain from causing, encouraging, or in any way participating in the 
carrying out of any nuclear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear 
explosion. 
Article 6 Environmental Security 
Each Party undertakes to assist any efforts toward the environmental 
rehabilitation of territories contaminated as a result of past activities related to 
the development, production or storage of nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices, in particular uranium tailings storage sites and nuclear test 
sites. 
Article 7 Use of Nuclear Energy for Peaceful Purposes 
No provision of this Treaty shall prejudice the rights of the Parties to use 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 



Article 8 IAEA Safeguards 
Each Party undertakes: 
(a) To use for exclusively peaceful purposes the nuclear material and facilities 
which are within its territory, under its jurisdiction, or under its control 
anywhere; 
(b) To conclude with the IAEA and bring into force, if it has not already done 
so, an agreement for the application of safeguards in accordance with the NPT 
(INFCIRC/153 (Corr.)), and an Additional Protocol (INFCIRC/540 (Corr.)) not 
later than 18 months after the entry into force of this Treaty; 
(c) Not to provide: (i) source or special fissionable material or (ii) equipment or 
material especially designed or prepared for the processing, use or production 
of special fissionable material, to any non-nuclear-weapon State, unless that 
State has concluded with the IAEA a comprehensive safeguards agreement and 
its Additional Protocol referred to in paragraph (b) of this article. 
Article 9 Physical Protection of Nuclear Material and Equipment 
Each Party undertakes to maintain effective standards of physical protection of 
nuclear material, facilities and equipment to prevent its unauthorized use or 
handling or theft. To that end, each Party undertakes to apply measures of 
physical protection to nuclear material in domestic use, transport and storage, 
to nuclear material in international transport, and to nuclear facilities within its 
territory at least as effective as those called for by the Convention on Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material of 1987 and by the recommendations and 
guidelines developed by the IAEA for physical protection. 
Article 10 Consultative Meetings 
The Parties agree to hold annual meetings of their representatives, on a rotating 
basis, as well as extraordinary meetings, at the request of any Party, in order to 
review compliance with this Treaty or other matters related to its 
implementation. 
Article 11 Settlement of Disputes 
Disputes between the Parties involving the interpretation or application of this 
Treaty shall be settled through negotiations or by other means as may be 
deemed necessary by the Parties. 
Article 12 Other Agreements 
This Treaty does not affect the rights and obligations of the Parties under other 
international treaties which they may have concluded prior to the date of the 
entry into force of this Treaty. 
The Parties shall take all necessary measures for effective implementation of 
the purposes and objectives of this Treaty in accordance with the main 
principles contained therein. 
Article 13 Reservations 
This Treaty shall not be subject to reservations. 
Article 14 Signature and Ratification 
(a) This Treaty shall be open for signature at Semipalatinsk, the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, by all States of the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone: the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan, 



Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
(b) This Treaty shall be subject to ratification. 
Article 15 Entry into Force and Duration 
(a) This Treaty shall enter into force 30 days after the date of the deposit of the 
fifth instrument of ratification. 
(b) This Treaty shall be of unlimited duration. 
Article 16 Withdrawal from the Treaty 
(a) Any Party may, by written notification addressed to the Depositary, 
withdraw from the Treaty if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the 
subject-matter of this Treaty, have jeopardized its supreme national interests. 
Such notification shall include a statement of the extraordinary events it 
regards as having jeopardized its supreme national interests. 
(b) Withdrawal shall take effect 12 months after the date of receipt of the 
notification by the Depositary, who shall circulate such notification to all 
Parties to the Treaty and to the signatories of the Protocol. 
Article 17 Amendments 
(a) Any amendment to this Treaty, proposed by a Party, shall be circulated by it 
to all Parties and submitted to the Consultative Meeting at least 90 days before 
the Meeting. 
(b) Decisions on the adoption of such an amendment shall be taken by 
consensus of the Parties. 
(c) An amendment so adopted shall enter into force for all Parties after receipt 
by the Depositary of the instrument of ratification of this amendment from all 
Parties. 
Article 18 Depositary 
(a) This Treaty shall be deposited with the Kyrgyz Republic, which is hereby 
designated as Depositary of this Treaty. 
(b) The Depositary shall, inter alia.

(i) Provide an opportunity to sign this Treaty and its Protocol and 
receive instruments of ratification of this Treaty and its Protocol; 
(ii) Register this Treaty and its Protocol pursuant to Article 102 of 
the Charter of the United Nations; 
(iii) Transmit certified copies of this Treaty and its Protocol to all 
Parties and to all Parties to its Protocol, and notify them of 
signatures and ratifications of this Treaty and its Protocol.

In witness whereof, the undersigned, being duly authorized, have signed this 
Treaty. 
Done at Semipalatinsk, the Republic of Kazakhstan, this eighth day of 
September, two thousand six, in one copy in the English and Russian 
languages, both texts being equally authentic. 
Protocol 
The Parties to this Protocol, 
Recalling the Almaty Declaration of the Heads of State of the Central Asian 
States adopted on 28 February 1997; the Statement of the Ministers of Foreign 



Affairs of the five States of the region adopted at Tashkent on 15 September 
1997; the United Nations General Assembly resolutions and decisions 52/38 S 
of 9 December 1997, 53/77 A of 4 December 1998, 55/33 W of 20 December 
2000, 57/69 of 22 November 2002, 58/518 of 8 December 2003, 59/513 of 3 
December 2004 and 60/516 of 8 December 2005, entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia"; and the Communiqué of the 
Consultative Meeting of Experts of the Central Asian Countries, the Nuclear-
Weapon States and the United Nations adopted at Bishkek on 9 July 1998, 
Convinced of the need to take all steps in achieving the ultimate goal of a world 
entirely free of nuclear weapons and that all States are obliged to contribute to 
that end, 
Striving therefore to support the establishment of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone 
in Central Asia, 
Have agreed as follows: 
Article 1 Negative Security Assurances 
Each Party to this Protocol undertakes not to use or threaten to use a nuclear 
weapon or other nuclear explosive device against any Party to the Treaty. 
Article 2 Not Contributing to Violations 
Each Party to this Protocol undertakes not to contribute to any act that 
constitutes a violation of the Treaty or of this Protocol by Parties to them. 
Article 3 Effect of Treaty Amendments 
Each Party to this Protocol undertakes, by written notification to the 
Depositary, to indicate its acceptance or otherwise of any alteration to its 
obligation under this Protocol that may be brought about by the entry into force 
of amendments to the Treaty pursuant to Article 17 of the Treaty. 
Article 4 Signature 
This Protocol shall be open for signature by the French Republic, the People's 
Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. 
Article 5 Ratification 
This Protocol shall be subject to ratification. 
Article 6 Duration of and Withdrawal from the Protocol 
(a) This Protocol is of a permanent nature and shall remain in force 
indefinitely; 
(b) Any Party to this Protocol may, by written notification addressed to the 
Depositary, withdraw from this Protocol if it decides that extraordinary events, 
related to the subject-matter of this Protocol, have jeopardized its supreme 
national interests. Such notification shall include a statement of the 
extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized its supreme national 
interests; 
(c) Withdrawal shall take effect 12 months after the date of receipt of the 
notification by the Depositary, who shall circulate such notification to all 
Parties to the Treaty and to the signatories of this Protocol. 
Article 7 Entry into Force 
This Protocol shall enter into force for each Party to this Protocol on the date of 



its deposit with the Depositary of its instrument of ratification or on the date of 
entry into force of the Treaty, whichever is later.
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