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El St. Louis blues es un estilo de música blues, en el cual suele predominar más el uso del piano 
que en otros géneros; así mismo este estilo guarda relación con el jump blues, el ragtime y el piano 
blues. Los grupos de este estilo suelen estar formados por un número reducido de cantantes, un 
pianista y varios instrumentos (utilizados principalmente para la sección rítmica).

Intérpretes destacados [editar]

• Jelly Roll Anderson   
• Tommy Bankhead   
• Fontella Bass   
• Chuck Berry   
• Henry Brown   
• Olive Brown   
• Teddy Darby   
• Walter Davis   
• Tommy Dean   
• Leothus Lee Green   
• Donny Hathaway   
• Johnnie Johnson   
• Stump Johnson   
• Lonnie Johnson   

• Albert King   
• Robert Lockwood   
• Jimmy McCracklin   
• Daddy Hotcakes Montgomery   
• Robert Lee McCollum   
• St. Louis Jimmy Oden   
• Pinetop Sparks   
• Henry Spaulding   
• Roosevelt Sykes   
• Henry Townsend   
• Ike Turner   
• Joe Lee Williams   
• Bennie Smith   
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This article is about the tune and the song. For other uses, see St. Louis Blues.
"St. Louis Blues"

Sheet music cover
Written by W. C. Handy
Published 1914

Form Blues
"St. Louis Blues" is an American popular song composed by William Christopher Handy in the 
blues style. It remains a fundamental part of jazz musicians' repertoire. It was also one of the first 
blues songs to succeed as a pop song; it has been performed by numerous musicians of all styles 
from Louis Armstrong and Bessie Smith to Glenn Miller and the Boston Pops Orchestra. It has been 
called "the jazzman's Hamlet". Published in September 1914 by Handy's own company, it later 
gained such popularity that it inspired the dance step the "Foxtrot".

The version with Bessie Smith and Louis Armstrong on cornet was inducted in the Grammy Hall of 
Fame in 1993. The 1929 version by Louis Armstrong & His Orchestra (with Henry "Red" Allen) 
was inducted there in 2008.
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The song
The lyrics tell of a sophisticated woman from St. Louis, Missouri who has stolen the affection of the 
singer's lover. The opening line, "I hate to see that evenin' sun go down" may be one of the more 
recognizable lyrics in pop music, and set the tone for many subsequent blues songs.

Handy said he had been inspired by a chance meeting with a black woman on the streets of St. 
Louis distraught over her husband's absence, who lamented: "Ma man's got a heart like a rock cast 
in de sea", a key line of the song.[1] Details of the story vary but agree on the meeting and the 
phrase.

[edit] The composition
The form is unusual in that the verses are the now familiar "standard" twelve bar blues in common 
time with three lines of lyrics, the first two lines repeated, but it also has a 16-bar bridge written in 
the habanera rhythm, popularly called the "Spanish Tinge", and identified by Handy as tango.[2]  [3]  

Handy's tango like rhythm is notated as a dotted quarter note, followed by an eighth, and two 
quarter notes, with no slurs or ties, and is seen in the introduction as well as the sixteen measure 
bridge.[4]

While blues became often simple and repetitive in form, the St. Louis Blues has multiple 
complementary and contrasting strains, similar to classic ragtime compositions.

Handy said in writing "St. Louis Blues" his objective was "to combine ragtime syncopation with a 
real melody in the spiritual tradition."

[edit] Performances
"St. Louis Blues"

Single by Bessie Smith
Released 1925
Format 78 rpm record
Recorded January 14, 1925, New York City, NY
Genre Blues
Length 3:11
Label Columbia Records
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14064-D
Writer(s) W. C. Handy
Writing about the first time St Louis Blues was played (1914),[5] Handy notes that "The one-step 
and other dances had been done to the tempo of Memphis Blues...When St Louis Blues was written 
the tango was in vogue. I tricked the dancers by arranging a tango introduction, breaking abruptly 
into a low-down blues. My eyes swept the floor anxiously, then suddenly I saw lightening strike. 
The dancers seemed electrified. Something within them came suddenly to life. An instinct that 
wanted so much to live, to fling its arms to spread joy, took them by the heels."[6]

Researcher Guy Marco, in his book Encyclopedia of Recorded Sound in the United States, stated 
that the first audio recording of "St. Louis Blues" was by Al Bernard in July 1918 on the record 
company label Aeolian-Vocalion (cat. no. 12148). This is however not true, since Columbia's house 
band, directed by Charles A. Prince, had recorded a released instrumental version already in 
December 1915 (Columbia A5772). Bernard's version may have been the first US issue to include 
the lyrics though. However, by then Ciro's Club Coon Orchestra, a group of black American artists 
appearing in Britain, had already recorded a version including the lyrics in September 1917 (UK 
Columbia 699).

Since the 1910s, the number has enjoyed great popularity not only as a song but also as an 
instrumental.

Many of jazz's most well known artists in history have given renowned performances of the tune. 
The following is an incomplete list of the hundreds of musicians of renown who recorded "St. Louis 
Blues", chosen as examples that are early in their careers and in the era of its greatest popularity.

• 1920 Marion Harris 
• 1921 Original Dixieland Jass Band 
• 1922 W. C. Handy 
• 1925 Bessie Smith, backed by Louis Armstrong on cornet and Fred Longshaw on 

harmonium. One of the most famous versions. 
• 1927 Sylvester Weaver 
• 1928 Al Bernard as "John Bennett" (Madison 1642)[7] 
• 1929 Louis Armstrong & His Orchestra with Henry "Red" Allen 
• 1930 Rudy Vallee, Cab Calloway, the Mills Brothers, the Boswell Sisters 
• 1935 Bob Wills 
• 1939 Benny Goodman 
• 1940 Earl Hines rendition "Boogie Woogie On The St. Louis Blues". Hines can be heard on 

the recording saying, "Aw, play it till 1954", the year the original copyright was to expire. 
• 1943 Glenn Miller "St. Louis Blues -- March" as played by the U.S. Army Air Force Band, 

of which Miller was the commander. 
• 1949 Art Tatum 
• 1952 Chet Atkins first of several recordings, on "Chet Atkins and His Galloping Guitar" 
• 1954 Louis Armstrong recorded the song numerous times, including a hard-rocking version 

on his album Louis Armstrong plays W.C. Handy. 
• 1950s Moon Mullican sang and played the song on the Grand Ol' Opry. 
• 1957 Louis Prima recorded the song on the album The Wildest Comes Home! 
• 1959 John Fahey recorded the song on the album Blind Joe Death, re-recorded in 1967. 
• 1967 Mina sang an orchestra version at italian TV program Sabato Sera (saturday night). 
• 1970 Jula de Palma sang a beat version of this song in a successful concert recorded in the 

Lp "Jula al Sistina" 
• 1976 The Flamin' Groovies: Shake Some Action (album) 
• 1985 Doc Watson recorded the song on the album "Pickin' the Blues" and has played his 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doc_Watson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shake_Some_Action
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Flamin'_Groovies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Playing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jula_de_Palma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blind_Joe_Death
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fahey_(musician)
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Wildest_Comes_Home!&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Prima
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_Mullican
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chet_Atkins
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Tatum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glenn_Miller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Hines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Goodman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Wills
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boswell_Sisters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mills_Brothers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cab_Calloway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudy_Vallee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_%22Red%22_Allen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Blues_(song)#cite_note-6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Bernard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvester_Weaver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harmonium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Armstrong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Handy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_Dixieland_Jass_Band
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marion_Harris
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ciro's_Club_Coon_Orchestra&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_A._Prince
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeolian-Vocalion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Bernard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Blues_(song)#cite_note-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Blues_(song)#cite_note-4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._C._Handy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songwriter


version for many years. 
• 1998 Stevie Wonder recorded the song on Herbie Hancock's Jazz album Gershwin's World 

and won the two Grammys for Best Male R&B Vocal Performance and Best Arrangement 
Accompanying Vocals in 1999. 

• 2001 Dexter Romweber 
• 2008 Jack Rose: Dr. Ragtime & Pals/Self Titled (album) 
• 2009 Adam Gussow recorded the song in a youtube performance video. He also has broken 

the song down and offers it on his website for performing on the harmonica 

Other recordings include Louis Prima, Artie Shaw, The Esquire Boys, and "The Merri Men" (a spin-
off group from Bill Haley & His Comets). It was also recorded on piano rolls.

It also has been used in the Malcolm McLaren song "About Her" from the soundtrack of the motion 
picture Kill Bill: Vol 2. The song covers both "St. Louis Blues" and a Zombies song "She's Not 
There".

[edit] Clarinet solo
With traditional New Orleans and New Orleans style bands, the tune is one of a handful which 
includes a set traditional solo. The clarinet solo with a distinctive series of rising partials was first 
recorded by Larry Shields on the 1921 Original Dixieland Jass Band record; it is not found on any 
earlier recordings nor published orchestrations of the tune. Shields is often credited with creating 
this solo, however alternative claims have been made for other early New Orleans clarinetists, 
including Emile Barnes.

[edit] Handy's royalties
At the time of his death in 1958, Handy was earning royalties upwards of US$25,000 annually for 
the song. The original published sheet music is available online at the United States Library of 
Congress in a searchable database of African American music from Brown University.[8].

[edit] Films
A number of short and feature films have been entitled St. Louis Blues; see: St. Louis Blues (film). 
"St. Louis Blues" is sung by Theresa Harris and played several times, including the opening credits, 
in the 1933 film Baby Face. [9] The song is also sung by Marcellite Garner as Minnie Mouse in the 
1931 animated short film, Blue Rhythm. [10] It is played a number of times in the 1936 film "Banjo 
on my Knee" by Walter Brennan and is sung as a major production number by the Hall Johnson 
Choir as Barbara Stanwick looks on. [11]

[edit] Other
The St. Louis Blues NHL team is named after the W.C. Handy song, and their theme song is 
Handy's composition but played in a faster, jazzy version than the 'bluesy' original sound.

The title of William Faulkner's short story "That Evening Sun" (published 1931) references the 
famous opening lyrics from "St. Louis Blues".

"About Her" by Malcolm McLaren (from the "Kill Bill: Vol. 2" soundtrack) samples this song - in 
particular "My man's got a heart...like a rock cast in the sea".
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LETRA DE LA CANCION CAB CALLOWAY - ST. LOUIS BLUES (CAB CALLOWAY)
I hate to see that evening sun go down, 
I hate to see that evening sun go down, 
'Cause my lovin' baby done left this town. 

If I feel tomorrow, like I feel today, 
If I feel tomorrow, like I feel today, 
I'm gonna pack my trunk and make my getaway. 

Oh, that St. Louis woman, with her diamond rings, 
She pulls my man around by her apron strings. 
And if it wasn't for powder and her store-bought hair, 
Oh, that man of mine wouldn't go nowhere. 

I got those St. Louis blues, just as blue as I can be, 
Oh, my man's got a heart like a rock cast in the sea, 
Or else he wouldn't have gone so far from me. 

I love my man like a schoolboy loves his pie, 
Like a Kentucky colonel loves his rocker and rye 
I'll love my man until the day I die, Lord, Lord. 

I got the St. Louis blues, just as blue as I can be, Lord, Lord! 
That man's got a heart like a rock cast in the sea, 
Or else he wouldn't have gone so far from me. 

- Fuente: http://www.quedeletras.com/letra-cancion-st-louis-blues-bajar-77620/disco-cab-
calloway/cab-calloway-st-louis-blues.html
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